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The Teme Valley Brewery,
The Talbot, Knightwick,
Worcestershire WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821 235
Fax: 01886 821 060
chris@temevalleybrewery.co.uk
www, temevalleybrewery.co,uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is sitwated
at the Talbot at Knightwick which
offers accomodation and distinctive
and delicions food made from
locally produced ingredients.

THIS THAT T'OTHER TALBOT
3.7% ABV 4.1% ABV 3.5% ABV BLONDE
Virtues of an Malt balanced Light taste 4.4% ABY
easy drinking by hops. showcases A rich, smooth
light ate with A beer for the delicate character that
vivid hop connoisseur, Goldings is In & class
aroma. fragrance. of its own.

Party beer from 16 to 72 pints, please contact the brewery by
phone or email at least 3 days before collection.

ALL SAINTS BEER FESTIVAL:
Friday 7" April (Open all day)
Saturday 8" April (Open all day)

Sunday 9" April (11am-4pm)

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHT
TEME VALLEY MARKET SUNDAY 1lam

Teme Valley Farmer's Market
at The Talbot
Sunday 9 Apeil, Sunday 14 May, Sunday 11 June
Just off the A44 benween Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red rowte 420
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EditoriAle

Festival season is approaching! Volunteer CAMRA
members have been hard at work over the cold win-
ter months plotting and planning to bring you these

amazing events! The sun is out, the long weekends
are ahead, and thereds \
from. Hopefully youdll b
ale and cider wherever you go (please get in touch

and tell us!) But please bear in mind that these events only come into
fruition because of the dedication that CAMRA volunteers put in to
make these events happen. So why not help your branch out this year
by volunteering to become a CAMRA member? You can find the con-
tact details for your local Worcestershire branch at the end of this is-
sue; or visit camra.org.uk/camra-near-you for details of other CAMRA
branches around the UK.

As wel l as details of festival da

CAMRA pub awards; which are awarded to illustrate the hard work
that our local licensees put into running our favourite British institu-
tions. Please use them or we will lose them!

Pint Taken will be going under a complete overhaul in May, and we
hope to bring you a fresh new look for our summer edition which will
be out towards the end of July. Your feedback and comments are al-
ways welcomed by our volunteer
thank all our advertisers, contributors and volunteer distributors who
have all donated their time and money to help make this edition possi-
ble. Cheers!

Rock n Roll

Back in November, Bromsgrove Beer Festival Bar Manager Doug

Fitton journeyed into Birminghamo:j

cial presentation at the Rock & Roll Tap House. Brewster Lynn Cross-
|l andds recipe for Rock & Roll ds

voted as Bromsgrove Beer Festival

event . Lynn has been brewing for
male brewer in Birmingham. Brewer Mark Shepherd founded the
Rock & Roll Brewery in 2011, which was set up on a rooftop above
the Lamp Tavern in Birmingham. Since then the brewery has expand-

ed and Mark has had to set up new

lery Quarter. The brewery also produces a pale ale with honey named
Brew Springsteen.
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L oc al
News

All details of pubs listed below can be found on
CAMRAG s pub dat abase;
have heard of any pub closures, happenings or re -
openings, please help us to keep up to date! You
can get in touch with us through e -mail
(editor@pinttaken.org.uk ), post on our Facebook
page or tweet us @pinttaken. We try to keep pub
news as accurate as possible but please bear in
mind that news may have changed since we went
to press!

Alvechurch

The Weighbridge in Alvechurch has re-opened
after a brief winter refurbishment. Its Spring Beer

Festival will be held on Friday 19™ May from 6pm
and Saturday 20" May from noon.

Bewdley

The Bewdley Brewery have decided to extend its
holiday hours all year round; meaning that the
brewery is now open all day on Fridays, Saturdays
and bank holidays from 2-6pm. Their full range of
bottled beers is always available when the brew-
ery or bar is open.

The newly established Crafted Brewing Company
are producing three beers in a unit at the top of
Long Bank near Bewdley. The range is currently
White Goose (3.8%), The Revolution (4%) and

Wyre Pale Ale (5%).

The Rising Sun has been sold by Marstons to
New River Retail who have immediately hiked up
the rent, making it uneconomical for the current
tenants. This puts a popular community pub serv-
ing excellent real ale at potential risk.

Bromsgrove

The Court Leet closed in March to undergo a
three-week refurbishment, including an improved
family dining area and multiple sports screens.

Bromsgrove (continued)

The Park Gate are holding a charity beer festival
from Friday 21 April to Sunday 23 April. 32 beers
will be featured alongside 8 ciders and 3 perries.
Hot food will be available all weekend and all
proceeds are in aid of the Worcester, Birmingham
and Droitwich Canal Society. The pub is also on

w h ¢he 42 bus roatewhich runsffromyKiglderminster

through Bromsgrove to Redditch.

Cutnall Green

The New Inn in Cutnall Green (known in recent
years as Stirrups) has reopened as the Malt-
house. Four real ales are available, and beers
spotted so far have included Bewdley Worcester-
shire Sway, Shar pds
also has a large restaurant which serves pizzas
and classic British food.

Droitwich

The Ring O Bells on the Holloway closed its doors
in January. It previously sold up to four real ales
and the future of the pub now looks to be devel-
oped into residential land.

Feckenham
Feckenham Cricket Club is planning to serve a
second real al e this

ing and all day Saturday and Sunday. With the
opening of the Cricket Season, the club is often
open on Wednesday and Thursday evenings.

Guarlford

A fence has been erected around the perimeter of
the Plough & Harrow in Guarlford near Malvern.
The future of the pub is unknown. It was previ-
ously owned by Wadworth.

Kidderminster
The Roundhead in Kidderminster closed in Janu-
ary to make way for housing.

Malvern

In January it was spotted that the Newtown Club
on Newtown Road had four cask ales available
which included three local beers. There were
alongside three cask ciders.

At ]l ar

year
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Redditch

The Abbey on Alcester Street in Redditch Town
Centre is currently <c¢los D
known. It was previously owned by a pub compa-
ny similar to the Smith and Jones chain and sold shropshire boo,, . 2080
a small selection of real ales.

ung;
=X
The Fleece Hotel at Crabbs Cross is currently

closed. The future of the pub is currently un- S
nown. English Pale Ale
The Southcrest Manor Hotel are holding a bank Wlth an Amerlcan thst

holiday beer festival on Sunday 28" May. Local
cask ales and ciders will be featured alongside
craft bottled beers and a gin and Prosecco bar. '.
Thereds also a barbecue
line-up. Entrance is £6 which includes a com-
memorative glass; and there are a limited number
of discounted advanced tickets through the ho-

tel 6s website: WWW. Sout
beerfestival
The Winyates at Winyates Centre has become an WOQD-S

Indian Bar and Grill.

StroPsHIRE

Rubery

mixed development units on the site of the New \LA,SS
(
| -

Councillors have refused an application to build
Rose & Crown in Rubery. Residents were con-
cerned that the design would not be in keeping
with the rest of the area.

Tibberton

After an internal refurbishment, the Grade Il listed
Speed the Plough re-opened in January.

Worcester

Cannon Royall Brewery have opened a second
pub in Worcester; the Sebright Arms on London
Road. This 18" century coaching house (featured
on our front cover) can be found on the south
side of the city and serves up to five real ales

alongside cider and perry. . www.woodbrewery.co.uk .
A local Worcester brewer has re -opened the Paul www. facebook cony Ewoodsh rewcrew
Pry in Worcester. Popes will be brewing ales on WoodBmweryltd

site for the pub as well as providing guest ales

and food. The Paul Pry is known for its Victorian
interior and is I|listed o
nationally important historic pub interiors.




Wild For Mild

Mild is that weird and wonderful flavour of beer that
D encompasses many different beer styles. Gone is
the seventies image of flat -capped men calling in for

Shrepshire bogp, (o 1980

a pint from M & B on their way home. A traditional
mild has dark and delicious flavours and are full of
tasty roasted malts. Some brewers have added in-
teresting ingredients like chocolate, honey or hazel-
nut to their brews to sweeten the taste to appeal to

e
Ha nd _Crafted a new age of drinkers. Milds have traditionally been

l ow in strength such as Ca

H H Mild (3.7%), but some mil ds

Premlum B'tter William Muckl owdés Mild go a
" CAMRA is urging Mild drinkers in the West ~ Mid-

lands to go Wild for Mild by joining them for the
regional Mild trail on May 13 ™ in historic ~ Burton -
upon-Trent. The local branch will be on hand to pro-

vide maps and advice on the best pubs to visit; and
itds a great ¢ h a n eaninded drinkime e |
ers from across the West Midlands. For more infor-
mation, visit www.burtoncamra.wordpress.com.

wOOD )

=3 Vicky Stock
SHROPSHIRE Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA were sad to learn
that their friend and supporter Vicky Stock lost her
battle with breast cancer in January. Vicky enjoyed
her stouts and was always keen to get stuck in and
volunteer; especially at beer festivals where she
helped on the merchandise stand and ran the charity
stall for Macmillan Cancer Support. She served on
Reddi t ch & Bromsgrove C A M
branch secretary for two years; and also took
minutes for the Bromsgrove Beer Festival planning
committee.

Vicky had a great love of music, and played bass for
Blackwell Concert Band at many events across
Worcestershire while serving as their secretary. She
was a fundraising volun-
teer for Macmillan Can-
cer Support, and often
combined her interests to
organise events to help
raise funds. She was a
passionate person who
always had a positive out-
look on life, and will be
sadly missed. Our
thoughts ar e
husband Tim and her fami-
ly and friends.




Kidderminster Beer & Cider Festival 2017

Wyre Forest CAMRA are inviting you to don your
khakis and join them on a beer safari at the 2017
Kidderminster Beer and Cider Festival! The event
will once again be held in the magnificent Kidder-
minster Town Hall on 1 & 3 June.

This year theredll be mc
up to seventy beers will be featured, including
delicious golden ales, rich and hoppy bitters, full -
flavoured IPAs and dark and mysterious porters
and stouts. The festival will also be celebrating
Worcestershireds rich ci
a selection of local producers, showcasing the
marvellous range of flavours and styles being pro-
duced.

Beer Sfari

Town Hall

Regular attendees of this event need to know that

the festival is a later than usual this year and is held on 1 & 3 June rather than the May Whitsun bank holi-
day weekend. The festival opens to CAMRA members on Thursday for a preview session at 4pm, and
opens to the public from 6pm. On Friday and Saturday the event starts at 11am, and all sessions run until
11pm. Entrance is free to CAMRA members at all times; and is just £2 for non -members (£3 Fri eve after
5pm). A refundable commemorative souvenir glass will also be available for just £2.

Entertainment on the Friday evening is being provided by popular The
local bands The Murmur and Some Other Beings, each with a wide

range of soulful and exciting musical styles. Saturday evening sees
the return of The Ranters belting out their lively Irish music and HOP PO LE
songs. The venue is only a ten minute walk from the Kidderminster
railway station, and bus services from Bromsgrove stop just outside. Friar 8, Drotwich

But this excellent event cannot happen without the sterling efforts of Open 12-11, Sun 12-40.20

CAMRA volunteers. | f youdd |ike Great Value Lunches - £3.50 i

the festival, visit www.wyreforest.camra.org.uk for the latest details. ; g
\Wye Valey HPA and Butty Bach plus

guest ales

An avardviamng Yadsond pb tha
dfiers a Hendy atimosphere and siaf
vho are 2\iays peased 10 See you.

Redditch & Bromsgove CAMRA
Pub of the Yea 2011

the_noppolneatdromwch.

N W —

co.uk

01805 770155



http://www.wyreforest.camra.org.uk

Wyre Forest CAMRA hosts visit from CAMRA

Iltés three years ago that the Wyre Forest braneh

minstersub-br anch. At that time there wer e-foldl bk fanastoklesr s .
and it has many active members and new activies. The Branchds Annual Gener a
took place in the Severn Valley Suite at the King & Castle in Kidderminster, and saw 54 branch members

and guests taking part. The special guest was Tim F

Tim provided a fascinating insight into current concerns and campaigns. With 29 pubs closing every
week (thatds 1,000 every year) our heritage is beir
nity activity and social pleasure. CAMRA is engaging with the Government on two fronts - to reduce the

high burden of taxation on beers and pubs compared to the rest of Europe, and lobbying for the removal

of permitted development rights that allow pubs to be demolished or converted to a number of other

uses without the local community being consulted
through the planning process.

Tim also paid tribute to the success of CAMRA as

a volunteer organisation, one of the most success-

ful consumer campaigning organisations in Eu-
rope, if not THE most succ
members in branches that are the key to its suc-

cess. Long may it adapt, thrive and continue.

Sarpakng

Left to right: Tim Page wi
Milan and Chair Nick Yarwood. Article by Nick
Yarwood and photo courtesy of Colin Hill.

TG NG

BEWDLEY BREWERY

Bottles available from
brewery in cases of 12
or just 1 bottle

18 pint, 36 pint and 72
pint containers
always available with

SHOP OPEN Monday to Saturday 10.00-16.00 43 days notice

www.bewdleybrewery.co.uk E [=]
Brewery shop: 01299 405148 ]

Bemﬂqnvmyunﬁ!ed, Uu!t?, Bcwdley&nn cwun,hxlam,nwﬁky.mmbm nmm
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Thursday 29th June. Gpm-llp'MI-dm_nl troda only]
Friday 30th Jan 17pm = 1 1pm
Snturday 15t July | lam = 9.30pm

BROMSGROVE
BEER & CIDER

BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL

Bromsgrove Rugby Club, Finstoll Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DH

THU 29th, FRI 301k

» ) y
. .-,‘

BROMSGROVEBEERFESTIVAL.ORG. UK




The Greyhound: Round Two

In our Winter issue, we reported that Bromsgrove District Council voted to list the Grey-

hound as an Asset of Community Value (ACV), and that the council also denied permit-
ted development rights of the pub to the property developers. Since then, the develop-

ers have submitted a full planning application to demolish the pub, alongside another

application to build over 400 homes on Whitford Road. Nearly 200 objections were
made by residents and concerned CAMRA members, and a public meeting was organ-
ised in January by local councillors and a local campaign group named Whitford Vale Voice.

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRAG6s Branch Chairman Ge
al ways wunder pressure to build more houses but thi
especially those that have been identified as |l ocal

The full application is yet to be voted upon by Broms-
grove District Council, but it was submitted after the

Greyhounddés ACV status was
now appealed against the p
nal is due to take place in July.

Meanwhile, the Old Cock Inn and the Hop Pole; both in
Droitwich; have successfully been listed by Wychavon
District Council as Assets of Community Value.

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.
www.alewrightnow.co.uk

email info@alewrightnow.co.uk Tel 07817 573471
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! - — ' | L RIP Brandy Cask- | will miss you!'

Wor cester CAMRAD® s Branc
Grainger reflects on the loss of one of

e

¢Pershore65 finest host el

E
bl

Al

e\~

‘It is with great regret that I, as Chairman of

the Worcester branch, announce the perma-

nent closure of the Brandy Cask pub and
" brewery in Pershore. This classic brewpub is
being turned into flats following a successful
appeal by the owner against the original deni-
al of conversion by the local council. CAMRA
has fought against the closure of this irre-
placeable hostelry with its beautiful beer gar-
den and unique beers for several years but,
ultimately, the planners had the last word.

Although we have lost a lot of good pubs in

the area over the last few years this one
strikes home to me more than most as it

could have been saved to continue as a brew-
pub were it not for economics. It pains me to

think that | shall never drink another pint of Whistling Joe Bitter ever again as it was one of my all -time
favourites - such a fantastic flavour for a low gravity session ale.

The 17" Worcester CAMRA Beer, Cider
& Perry Festival

Worcester CAMRA has announced provisional eeter C
dates for the biggest real ale, cider and perry o
festival in the West Midlands. The 2017 Worces- ‘
ter beer, cider & perry festival will be held on the °
cityds r ac e Thursday &7 Adgush to

Saturday 19 August. g

This yearos festival will featu St hundred
real ales alongside one hundred real ciders and
perries. There will also be fruit wine, food and live
entertainment.

The festival opens at 5pm on Thursday 17 Au-
gust, and at noon on Friday and Saturday, Time at
the bar will be at 11pm on Thursday and Friday,
and at 10pm on Saturday.

In past years the festival has offered advanced
tickets on sale through the festival website; and

from the Worcester Live Box Office at Huntington -
Hall in the Worcester CrownGate Shopping Cen- 17th Beer’ C|der & Pe"y
tre. The latest festival information can be found at

www.worcesterbeerfest.org.uk FQStlval
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. Beer prices set to rise in line with inflation

Despite campaigns led by the Campaign for Real Ale and the British Beer
and Pub Association, Chancellor Philip Hammond has increased the duty

on beer by 2p a pint in the March 2017 budget. Since 2013, pubs have
enjoyed a consecutive cut in beer duty, and prices were also frozen in
2016. But few venues have been able to pass these savings onto the con-
sumer because of increases in other rates. The government argues that
this yeards increase is in |line with
since the March 2017 budget, some venues have already increased their
prices by as much as 10p a pint.

The government has promised that pubs which have a rateable value of

less than £100,000 will receive a discount of £1,000 this year on rates that
they would have paid. This calcul ati
value of its space. However, some larger rural -based pubs may not benefit
from this relief as their rentable value can be compared to the property
market.

The beer, brewing and pubs sector provides nearly 900,000 jobs in the UK
and contributes over £23 billion to the economy each year. The UK also pays around 52p a pint on beer
duty; the second highest in Europe.

CAMRA believe that the pub is the home of responsible drinking; offering you the chance to socialise
with friends while you enjoy your pint. However, high taxation is driving people away from community
pubs and towards the supermarket and other stores to buy their beer.

AA

Good Beer Guide 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 4 5tar lan Accommodation

We have a selection of ever changing real ales from small and micro breweries far and wide
A welcoming traditional pub and B & 8 In an elevatad position In the Malvern Hills overiooking

the Theee Counties Showground and the Cotswolds,

Opening Times: Mon-Fri 12-11 Eood Serving Times; Mon ~ Fri 12-2.30 & 6-8.30
Sat 11-11 Sat 12-8,30 ($nacks only 2.30-5)
Sun 11-10.30 Sun 12-3.30%6-7.30

74 Wyche Road, Malvern, WR14 41Q  Phooe : 01684 575596  Webtite | thewyctheinn cosh  Imall : thewycheimn@googlemall.com
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The Rislng Sun, | D Wetherspoon plc. B i The Rising Sun Redditcl
p Uit 4 The Quuadreant. Alcester Streel, Redditch. Worcestershue B238 S8AE L L @ Rsing Son_1DW

T. 01527 62452 E pa07iajdwetlerspoor conk i!.; (dle_ising_sun_jdw

The Golden Cross Hotel

High Street * Bromsgrove » B61 EHH
Telephowe: 023527 $70008 o Emal pirédsfvetbepoon cauk
Farefood; The Goldex (roes Woted Bymugrne

Tusltar @IV ofen e

A traditional (etherspoon s
pub offening a wide range of
cask conditsomed real ale. Tith
a range of 12 ales on at amy ome
time. [ncludig our coer presents
of Greene Kang Abbot Ale,
Rudefles Best and now Sharps

Hetferspoon s Real A Festroal
Is back tn Octolier vt a ramye of Brewers
tnd Arewerwes from aroumd the Yokl
For az Gttle a5 £2.10 a pimt!

Food Served until 2 5:40%)

. oo Bar. t4k are open 7 days i week
y C}\S K y T4 fave an extensive Food and Sundixy lo‘rn'ms{uy O800 = Madnnpt
I MA R() U I | Ovanks meny, Alled veith offers Fraday and Saturday 08:00 - 0100

The Royal Enfield..

O Cinema unicorn fill Redditch,
Tel- 01527 590970.
A Lloyds Nol Bar with a fantastic selection of
conditioned cask ale’s from local brewers at competitive Tort of Grewwers

prices for top quality ales. Also fantastic club offers Sadler's, Slater's, Envill, Backyard, Byatts
that all include a free drink with a club meal Marston's, Lymstone And mamy more are on

sale regularly all from £2.200 a pint and get
Open Sunday to Thursday Sam til Midnight 30p off a pint with & camea voucher,
Friday Sam tif 2am - Saturday Sam tif 2.30am

13
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FREEHOUS): %
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| e
GREAT FOOD & DRINK
MULTI AWARD WINN."G

0121 445 5111 / the-weighbridge.co.uk @ Mon-Sat Sun
Alvechurch Marina, Searfield Wharf, Worcesteralore, B48 750 123 & 7~11lpm 12-3& 7—10.3@"1

Food is available Thursday - Monday, 12-2pm & 7-9pm

Rocklands Club

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB
Tel 01527 544356

* CAMRA West Midlands Club of the Year 2014

Large and Small Function Rooms available for
Weddings, Parties, Meetings etc.

New Members, Families and Card Carrying
CAMRA Members Welcome

X

Serving an ever-
changing range of up
to four Real Ales

and ciders

14



Small Pub Makes Big Impression

The Beer Emporium and Cider House opened in July 2016 in Oxford e
St, Kidderminster. Owners Peter and Lynn Nuttall wanted to offer f
something different -i t 8 s a k i ncafe. Beera anth @ders are

table and fetched fresh from the casks kept in the cold room.
Thereds al so an extensive bott
beers from across Europe and beyond, as well as interesting wines.

It didndt take |l ong for the peo
concept and to appreciate the selection of unusual and delectable
cask beers, and it attracts the attention of visitors to the town too.

Wyre Forest CAMRA made a special Merit Award presentation in December to recognise its success and
the contribution Peter and Lynn make to promoting well -presented real ales, ciders and perries. The num-
ber of good real ale pubs is growing in the town,
guide to Kidderminster is being published.

Winter Pub Receives Warm Reception
Since opening in October last year, Alestones has
been a big hit with ale and cider drinkers alike.
Over the last few months, many events have been
organised at the Tardebigge-based micropub such
as Meet the Brewer evenings, curry cook -offs and
even a cider festival. Bringing people together to
drink quality real ale and cider is what a pub
should be about, and in recognition of this mem-
bers of Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA voted
Alestones to be their Winter Pub of the Season.

The pub was packed out for the presentation; and
many visitors were invited to sit in the outside
courtyard on the pubds c:
ales were available at the event, which included
Woodcote Manords Supreme Pale Ale and a golden bit
with Amarillo hops.

During the presentation, Branch Chairman Gez Quinn
and praised the upkeep of his cask ales. The next event at Alestones is a meet the brewer evening featur-
ing the Worcestershire -based Teme Valley brewery, and it takes place on Tuesday 18 April.

West Midlands Glory for Third Year in Succession

The Rocklands Social Club in Redditch have won CAMRA's Gold Award in the Redditch and Bromsgrove
Club of the Year Competition for the last three years, and in each year they have also made it into the top
three in the CAMRA West Midlands Competition.

Pictured below are Steward Matt Hill and Com-
mittee Member Chris Maddocks receiving their

West Midlands Bronze award for 2016, from

Redditch and Bromsgrove
Officer Mark Collinson. Also pictured are local

CAMRA members Paul Richards and Ali Fitton
alongside John Ross from the Shakespeare
branch.




Staffordshire Stonkers: Mark Collinson reviews the first branch social trip of 2017

The first Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA Social Trip of 2017 took us to various towns and villages in
Staffordshire, and what a brilliant start to the year it turned out to be. Concerns regarding snow and bliz-
zards were soon dispelled as we travelled north, and the meteorological cataclysm that had been forecast
turned out to be no more than an icy dusting on a grassy knoll.

The first port of call was the Picture House in Stafford, which is an excellent Weth-
erspoons conversion of a small provincial 1914 cinema. It has retained a lot of its or-
nate features, including a stunning arched stucco ceiling and the original entrance
foyer. It had an excellent choice of 6 guest ales, which on the day included Lymestone
Cherry Stone, Flack Manor Black Jack and Grainstore Ten Fifty. Keen film and cinema
fans were treated to a plethora of individual black and white stills of actors and actress-
es from the last 60 years, and huge pastiches of posters covering different film genres
such as thrillers and comedies adorned the walls.

This stop put everyone in ;
excellent spirits, albeit some =5

were a little concerned whether the pubs that
followed would be able to keep up with such a
high standard. They need:
next town on the list was Leek, which | had never
personally visited but which had been reported to

me as being very good for both characterful pubs

and real ales. Our first stop was the Earl Grey Inn,
which re-opened in 2015 has gone from strength

to strength by winning the local Branch Pub of

the Year Award the same year and following this

up with the West Midlands Regional equivalent

in 2016 (the silver salver having pride of place in

the bar). A house beer named after the pub is
brewed exclusively for them by Whim, and 4 constantly changing guests are on offer which often include
unusual brews from local micros. The beers available included Pokies from Black Jack and a rather crowd
pleasing Imperial Russian bonzer by Red Willow weighing in at 9.4%. Thankfully, as we were so early into

our stride, they offered this stout in thirds.

At this point the party split up, with half going by coach to the
Wilkes Head and half traveling by foot for a quick visit to the
Fountain. Inside this Good Beer Guide pub; a few eagle -eyed
members spotted Eric Bristow casually chucking a few

arrows with his son. Meanwhile, the Wilkes Head had a won-
derful Olde Worlde interior and served an excellent selection
of well -kept Whim Ales, and is one of their tied houses. These
included Hartington Bitter, Hartington IPA, Flower Power and
Black Christmas (a cheeky little 6.6 percenter which was a
hangover from the festive period). A real treat was the fact
that the landlord had put out complimentary pork pie, cheese
and crackers and some lovely (but rather deadly) cheesy spin-
ach bites. Our hungry horde gratefully tucked in and thanked the landlord for his kind hospitality.

—y

Our next stop was the Huntsman in Cheadle, which served excellent lunches for those that partook, and
for those that were just drinking there was a nice beer selection available including the seasonal Wincle
Wassail and the Shardlow Whistle Stop. Onwards then to the Bore Hole, which was recommended to us
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by the bar staff on a previous trip (the Lymestone Vaults in
Newcastle.) The Borehole is somewhat inauspiciously located
at the front of an industrial
suggest what to expect when you get inside, which is a very
homely and cosy pub with 6 Lymestone beers on offer includ-
ing the wonderful Abdominal Stoneman at 7.0%. We also en-
countered a West Midlands Regional Secretary in its native
environment, none other than Phil Vickers Esquire who counts
this as his local and regaled us with tales of all the other excel-
lent pubs that there are in Stone (note to social trip organiser).

Now beating a slow path back towards Worcestershire, we

stopped off at the very cosy Green Man in Milwich which is

a local CAMRA Pub of the Year that has been in the same

family for the last 25 years and has had a long standing in
CAMRA®8s Good Beer Guide. We th
Green to visit the Red Lion. This pub is excellent in terms of

both its exterior, and its classic dark wood panelled interior,
stocking 7 real ales and 1 real cider. On the day the ales
included Titanic Plum Porter and Bl ythe Pal mer ds Pc

Our last stop and home journey breaker was the very welcoming 400 year old country pub called the

Olde Windmill at Gentleshaw. Noted for its interesting micro -brews, the Arbor Smac My Brew Up was

worth trying for the name alone. All in all this was an excellent day out and one which has set a high
standard for the other trips to follow in 2017. Let

WEATHEROAK TAP HOUSE

STUDLEY

WEATHEROAK BREWERY'S VERY OWN FREE HOUSE

SITUATED ON THE HIGH STREET IN STUDLEY, A UNIQUE. SMALL AND VERY FRIENDLY MICRO FUB
OFFERING A VAST SELECTION OF WEATHEROAK BREWERY ALES AND GUEST ALES TOO! ALSO ON
OFFER IS A RANGE OF DRAUGHT CIDERS, WINES AND SPIRITS

Open 7 Days
MON 4,00pm - 9.00pm
TUE 12.30pm - 10,30pm
WED 12 30pm - 10.20pm
THU 12 30pm - 10.30pm
Fiu 12.30pm - 11.00pm
SAT 12.00pm - 11.00pm
SUN 12.00pm -9.00pm




SADLER’S ALES BREWERY
T. 01384 895230
E. BEER@SADLERSALES.CO.UK

ORDER SADLER'S ONLINE
www.sadlerSqles.co.yk




Government Calls Time
on Permitted
Development Rights

The UK is losing more than 21 3

pubs every week. Across the

country, many people have

come together to form action
groups and have listed over
2,000 pubs as Assets of Com-
munity Value. But these volun-
teers have reported frustrations
in these applications which go
through a lengthy bureaucratic
process and still leaves many
loopholes which allows the pub
to be demolished.

CAMRA has led a campaign to
cease permitted development
rights to pubs; a practice that
allowed pubs to be converted
or demolished without going
through a full and transparent
planning process. When plan-
ning permission is not required,
local people miss out on having
their say on changes connected
with the property.

CAMRADd® s
s a i We areddelighted that in
deciding to require owners to
apply for planning permission if
they want to close a pub, the
Government has put the opin-
ions of those who recognise
the value that pubs provide to
them and their communities
above the commercial interests
of a few organisations and indi-
viduals. This is a fantastic victo-
ry for campaigners who have
secured the removal of a loop-
hole which allowed pubs to be
redeveloped or demolished
without reference to the local
community or pl

"We will work with the Govern-
ment to ensure these measures
are implemented as soon as
possible to allow pubs across
England to start benefiting from
the protection of the planning
system."”

Chief E

The Bell

-A proper pub with real food-

Worcester ; -
County and Wyre
Forest CAMRA

Pub of the
Year 2015

CANPAIGN
or
REALALE

01299 896677

Group bookings
& functions welcome
* Local Produce *
* Home-made Food *
* Sunday Lunch £9.50 +
*» Sandwiches from £4.50 *

Old Rosle and i % Limxhispeasls £5.50 8
Closed Monday lunch

Oldfields ciders. (except Bank Hobdays)

e Daily blackboard wmenu! e

John & Trudy Greaves and lan welcome you to
The Bell at Pensax, Abberley, Worcs WR6 6AE
On the B4202 between Clows Top and Abberley

Beer Guide!
A warm welcome
and six superbly

kept real ales
plus Robinsons,
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1| evening at the Lakehouse

the operation and try the beers.

Worcester CAMRA spends an

Lakehouse Brewery isMal ver nds
brewery, but it gave a big welcome to
Worcester CAMRA members when brewers
Adrian and Graeme invited us round to see

First off the block was Raven Boy Chocolate
Porter, a traditional Cherry Porter at 5.9%.
Very smooth with just a hint of fruit, but lots
of chocolate. It was served from a bottle for
our visit but is generally available in cask. It
w4 went down extremely well. Next was Lake-
. house Pale, living up to its name with a full

citrus flavour. Then there was Quarrymans
Amber Session Ale 3.9% and a full -on dry and hoppy American IPA. To complement the beer, we had to

test the Dragonfly Bitter glazed chicken legs. Perfect nibbles in every respect.

The brewery itself is small & 2.5-barrel length 0 but perfectly formed. The beer is shipping in cask form to

several seriously-beer pubs in the area, such as the Three Kings Hanley Castle, the Boat in Ashleworth,
the Great Malvern Hotel in town, the Inn at Welland and the Seven Stars in Ledbury. Bottles are also
available from Eversley Stores at Malvern Link Top (just up the hill from the Nags Head). Our thanks to

Adrian and Graeme for an excellent evening. Seek out their beers!

Foregate Street, Worcester

Tel. - 01905 22373

Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wet her spoonds pub offeri
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini -beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times: Sunday 6 Thur sday 9am o6til Mi dni gh
Friday/ Saturday 9am o6til lam
Good value meals are served all day eve

—
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OBIN HOOD

NN =DRAYTON e—ee

Located in rural Drayton, we source, fresh local ingredients to
produce good quality, home cooked food. Choose to dine within
our dining area, or even al fresco out in our garden & terrace.

Kermy, Trina & Jon welcome you to come and dine with us at The Robin Hood, serving
freshly prepared food, cooked to order. So if you fancy a good, classic pub meal or a more
adventurous dish from our specials list or our a la carte menu, then you can be assured of

the same quality and generous portions, We pride ourselves with a choice of 6 real ales
which include Enville Ale, Enville Ginger, Wye Valley Butty Bach & Wye Valley HPA.

- e -

Please visit our website where you will find all of our menu’s and monthly theme
evenings. Should you wish to book an event, please do not hesitate to contact us
directly. www.robinhoodinn-drayton.co.uk

The Robin Hood Inn | Drayton Road | Drayton | Nr Belbroughton. DY8 0BW
Tel. 01562 730526 Email. enquiries @robinhoodinn-drayton co.uk

M b -

(o) % Bl
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Swan Song
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA have an-
nounced the winner of their 2017 Pub of the
Year Competition. Licensees Mark Titman and
Lucy Stringer of the Swan in Chaddesley Cor-
bett were presented with the award moments
after England were denied their Six Nations
Grand Slam title; which certainly gave the locals
something to cheer about. Mark and Lucy have
only been at the Swand
the branchds judges r e
quality of their cask ales. Branch Chairman Gez
Quinn said that as a
only sells Mild and Bitter, but it goes to show
that you dono6t need -+ulsohthesbartoavinfaroawardlike thisf hand

The Swan is a characterful village pub that dates back to the seventeenth century, and has a large lounge
alongside a number of characterful rooms as well as a large rear garden which overlooks the village coun-
tryside. It also serves a full food menu and is close to historic Harvington Hall.

Congratulations must also go to the Weighbridge in Alvechurch for coming second in the competition,
and the Bronze award was won by the Hop Pole in Alvechurch. The Swan now undergoes a county round
of judging to battle it out for the title of Worcestershire Pub of the Year. Its contenders will be the Coach &
Horses at Harvington, the Weavers Real Ale House in Kidderminster and the Plough in Worcester.

s |
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Win Tickets to CAMRAO®Gs Great British Bee

Tickets are now on sale for the 2017 Great British

8 0 12 August 2017. This paradise for beer lovers will have over 900 real ales available alongside a wide
selection of craft beer, cider and perry. And to
lish heritage wines from some of the best producers in the country will also be featured for the first time.

CAMRA members can buy advanced tickets for £9, or a season ticket which includes all sessions on all
days is just £24 . You can also enhance your visit with fast track entry, reserved seating, or take part in a
tutored tasting. Full details are at www.gbbf.org.uk. CAMRA is also giving away two pairs of tickets to
two lucky readers; to enter visit www.gbbf.org.uk/competitions and scroll down the page to branch mag-
azine. The closing date is 11pm on 21 July and terms &conditions are on the website.
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