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Hook Norton Brewery pulled 
out all the stops on July 1st 
to ensure that their latest 
pub, in Worcester, was 
launched appropriately.

CAP AND GOWN

The Cap and Gown is the 
Brewery's 45th pub and so 
far is also its most westerly. 
The pub's acquisition marks a 
concerted move by the family 
brewery to acquire more city 
centre "drinking" pubs to 
complement its existing
estate which comprises for 
the most part country pubs. 
However the pub has been 
refitted sympathetically with 
good quality fittings through-
out and certainly feels more 
"up-market".

OPENING

The pub's opening was 
marked by speeches from 
the Managing Director and
family member, James Clark, 
and the ceremonial pulling of 
the first pint by the mayor of 
Worcester (also the pub's 
local councillor). The Brew-
ery's famous shire horses and 
dray were also touring the 
streets of Worcester all 
through the day (causing a 
little bit of traffic chaos) com-

plete with Town Crier extol-
ling the delights of real ale. 
James, in his speech, em-

phasised the Brewery's com-
mitment to cask ale in all its 
pubs and this was demon-
strated on the day by the four 
hand pumps offering Dark, 
Bitter, Generation and Old 
Hooky beers. 
He also confirmed that the 

Brewery was a strong sup-
porter of the principle that 
although the brewery owned 
the pub, the best way for it to 
be successful for both brew-
ery and licensee was for
the licensee to be a tenant 
running her own business 
with the brewery's support.

VERY WELCOME

All in all, a very welcome ad-
dition to Worcester's pub 
scene from one of the most 
respected and tra-
ditional real ale 
breweries in the 
country. 

Pub of the 
Year
The Old Swan, NethertonOld Swan, NethertonOld Swan, NethertonOld Swan, Netherton has 
been awarded the West Mid-
lands Region Pub of the Year. 
Known to many as Ma Par-
does the bar of this classic 
Black Country pub is replete 
with tiled ceiling and a central 
stove, not forgetting the ales 
which are brewed on-site. 
Regular beers include the 
famous “Light”, a dark mild 
and Entire served along with 
special seasonal and com-
memorative ales.  
Last year’s winner, the Bell Bell Bell Bell 

at Pensax at Pensax at Pensax at Pensax was runner up.

WM CLUB OF THE YEAR

The West Midlands Club of 
the Year has been awarded 
to St Georges Sport and SSt Georges Sport and SSt Georges Sport and SSt Georges Sport and So-o-o-o-
cial Clubcial Clubcial Clubcial Club in Telford.

AREA PUB OF THE YEAR

The winner of the Area Pub 
of the Year which covers 
both Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire is the Bell at Bell at Bell at Bell at 
PensaxPensaxPensaxPensax which has won the 
gold award. The Bell is a clas-
sic country pub located a few 
miles from Abberley. 
Runners up were the 

Dragon in WorcesterDragon in WorcesterDragon in WorcesterDragon in Worcester which 
took Silver and the Red Lion Red Lion Red Lion Red Lion 
in Bromsgrovein Bromsgrovein Bromsgrovein Bromsgrove which took 
Bronze. 

Continued on Page 2

Oxon Brewery’s First Worcester Pub

Welcome 
Hooky
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73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA 
Pub of the Year 2003

Cask Marque accredited

Up to seven real ales changing daily

“Back to Skuul” Beer Festival 
Thu 16 - Sat 18 Sept

16 Real Ales

9 straight from the barrel

The little pub with the big welcome

WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%

Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%

& Seasonal Special

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Old Hookey

Old Speckled Hen
Blacksheep

& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service

Tel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Large Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and Patio
All Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to Availability

Tom May
The licensee of one of the 
county's best loved country 
inns died in June at the age 
of 72. Together with his 
brother Ted, Tom May ran 
the Fruiterer’s Arms, near 
Ombersley which has been in 
the May family since 1848. 
Tom was a quiet but very 
keen enthusiast of traditional 
ales and a long standing 
CAMRA member.
He had kept the pub in the 

Good Beer Guide continu-
ously for thirteen years and a 
few years ago was presented 
with the area pub of the year 
by CAMRA. A special ale was 
brewed by Jim Wonders of 
Cannon Royall Brewery with 
the name "THB" which were 
Tom's initials.

Continued from Page 1

All three pubs serve a wide
range of interesting beers
from independent breweries. 
Real cider and perry is also 
featured at the Bell and the 
Dragon. Well done to all con-
cerned. 

PUB OF THE SEASON

Congratulation to the FruiFruiFruiFruit-t-t-t-
erer’s Arms in Uphampton erer’s Arms in Uphampton erer’s Arms in Uphampton erer’s Arms in Uphampton 
near Ombersley which has 
been awarded Redditch and 
Bromsgrove CAMRA Sum-
mer Pub of the Season. The 
pub serves at least three 
beers from the Cannon Royall 
Brewery which is located 
behind the two-roomed pub. 
The award was presented to 
licensee Ted May in August. 
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Worcester CAMRA is cele-
brating the success of its far 
flung festival with the sixth  
Worcester CAMRA Beer & 
Cider Festival which this year 
had a “Celtic” theme and 255 
real ales on offer. 

FROM ALL OVER THE UK

The most Northerly beer 
came from Orkney and the 
most Southerly from the 
Scilly Isles with representa-
tives from all in between. The 
Champion Beer of the Festi-
val was Cain’s Raisin Beer Cain’s Raisin Beer Cain’s Raisin Beer Cain’s Raisin Beer 
with St Peter’s Organic Ale St Peter’s Organic Ale St Peter’s Organic Ale St Peter’s Organic Ale 
and Cairngorm Trade Winds Cairngorm Trade Winds Cairngorm Trade Winds Cairngorm Trade Winds 
gaining second and third 
place honours respectively. 
The CAMRA Champion Best 
Bitter of the West Midlands 
was judged to be Holden’s Holden’s Holden’s Holden’s 
Black Country Bitter Black Country Bitter Black Country Bitter Black Country Bitter with BuBuBuBur-r-r-r-
ton Bridge Golden Delicious ton Bridge Golden Delicious ton Bridge Golden Delicious ton Bridge Golden Delicious 
and Wye Valley HPA Wye Valley HPA Wye Valley HPA Wye Valley HPA in joint 
second place. The cider and 
perry bar also offered a huge 
range of varieties.
Attendance was up on last 

year with 6600 visitors and 
we were pleased to welcome 
Katsumasa Kiyomi from Ja-
pan together with his new 
bride who had decided to 
spend part of their honey-
moon enjoying both the ci-
ders and perries and real ales 
on offer. 
The Festival was blessed 

with better weather than we 
could have hoped for during 

the time it was open to the 
public. It is expected that a 
corresponding increase in 
donations of unused tokens 
to the festival charities 
(County Air Ambulance, Dia-
betes Research and Acorn’s 
Children’s Hospice) will re-
sult, once the huge box can 
be emptied and counted. We 
even found time to recruit 81 
new members to CAMRA.

FITTING TRIBUTE

This year we had plenty of 
beer, cider and perry to sat-
isfy everyone right up to clos-
ing time on the Saturday.
Overall, another excellent and 
very successful Festival 
which everyone felt was a 
fitting tribute to our good 
friend Andy “Ticker” Buchan, 
who very sadly passed away 
just before Christmas at the 
far too early age of just 30 –
here’s to you Andy!

As the throngs of happy visi-
tors wound their way home, 
the second CAMRA 
Bromsgrove Beer Festival 
was declared an outstanding 
success and “just right”.
The two-day event had 

double the amount of beer, 
cider and perry on sale com-
pared with the previous year. 
The strategy of increasing 
quantities worked as the 
many visitors sampled four 
and a half thousand pints of 

tasty, cool cask ale, 
cider and perry and no-one 
had to go thirsty right until 
closing time on the Saturday.

AWARD WINNERS

The Beer of the Festival was 
awarded to Bishops FarewellBishops FarewellBishops FarewellBishops Farewell
from Oakham Brewery and 
the winner of the West Mid-
lands Perry of the Year Com-
petition which was held at 
the event was Gwatkins Gwatkins Gwatkins Gwatkins 
Blakeney Red PerryBlakeney Red PerryBlakeney Red PerryBlakeney Red Perry from A b-
bey Dore in Herefordshire. 
The festival charity for Roma-
nian Children’s Homes made 
over a hundred pounds.
Speaking for organisers, 

Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA chairman Stuart  
Dench said, “A big thank you 
to everyone who attended 
the festival. Even the weather 
was kind to us. Customers 
have spoken clearly, they 
want to see a range of top 
quality ales in local pubs”, he 
added.
The event which was held 

at Bromsgrove Rugby Foot-
ball Club attracted drinkers 
from all over the Midlands 
with groups coming from 
Derbyshire and Manchester. 
In addition over thirty new 
CAMRA members were 
signed up at the event. 

THANK YOU

A big thank you from the or-
ganisers of both festivals for 
all the unpaid volunteer help-
ers in CAMRA from near and 
far who helped out. 

County CAMRA Beer Festival Reports

More Beer, Cider & Perry + More 
Choice = More Happy Visitors

Worcester

Bromsgrove
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Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black Sheepheepheepheep,,,,
Ansells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells Bitter plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DY9 0BW9 0BW9 0BW9 0BW

01562 73025501562 73025501562 73025501562 730255

It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….

As the press, TV and radio 
get themselves hot under the 
collar with concerns of binge 
drinking and rowdy youths, I 
note with interest the reac-
tion to drink at the two 
CAMRA beer festivals held in 
the county this summer. 
Tens of thousands of pints of 
beer, cider and perry were 
drunk without any trouble at 
all. Government ministers 
should pop along to a 
CAMRA beer festival to see a 
wide range of drinkers enjoy-
ing a pint and a chat and go-
ing home to bed without 
causing the slightest bit of 
trouble. The difference be-
tween these customers 
(many of whom are in the 18-

26 age bracket) and the binge 
drinkers mentioned in the 
press is down to the drink of 
choice. 

Talking about younger drink-
ers, I can‘t help noticing how 
many of the under 26 age 
bracket flock to beer festivals 
to drink cask ales and then 
revert to national lagers when 
in a pub. Similarly, I’ve no-
ticed older drinkers exhibiting 
the same schizophrenic be-
haviour. Upon asking why 
they don’t “ask for cask” all 
the time, the answer come 
back, “quality”. The fact is 
that not every pub is inter-
ested in serving a decent pint 
of cask ale and as we all 

Editorealale

New 
members 
events
New CAMRA members, 
many of whom joined at one 
the beer festivals held this 
year, are being treated to 
some great events. Worces-
ter branch are holding a spe-
cial members night at the 
Bell in St JohnsBell in St JohnsBell in St JohnsBell in St Johns. 
After the success of last 

years trip, Redditch and 
Bromsgrove branch are again 
running  a trip to the legen-
dary Bartons Arms in BiBartons Arms in BiBartons Arms in BiBartons Arms in Bir-r-r-r-
minminminmingggghamhamhamham for new members. 
For more details of both 
events, see the back page.

know real ale needs 
a caring cellar man or 
woman. So rather than cam-
paigning
 for more real ale, let’s con-
centrate on the real ale 
“beacons” (you can read 
about these in this newslet-
ter) and encourage drinkers 
to go there. After all, badly 
kept ale will put off a poten-
tial cask convert whereas no 
real ale might encourage 
them to go elsewhere.
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Up to 7 real ales 
available

all year round
including stoutsstoutsstoutsstouts
and p ortersp ortersp ortersp orters
plus traditional

cider or p erry.
A genuine 

f ree h ouse.
51 The Tything, Worcester. 

Tel: 01905 25845

The 
Dragon 
Inn

Worcester’s premier ale haven

We were eager to get to the 
Castle Rock Brewery where a 
tour had been arranged. After 
a very interesting tour by Neil 
Harrison of Castle Rock we 
made our way next door to 
the brewery tap, The Vat and Vat and Vat and Vat and 
FiddleFiddleFiddleFiddle. My first pint was the 
Castle Rock Harvest Pale. I
thought it was superb and in 
excellent condition. In fact 
everybody seemed very im-
pressed with the Castle Rock 
beer and the selection of 
Guest Ales.

ONE DISAPPOINTMENT

Eventually we had to per-
suade ourselves to leave as 
we had many pubs on our 
list. Our next stop was the 
Fellows, Morton & Clayton Fellows, Morton & Clayton Fellows, Morton & Clayton Fellows, Morton & Clayton 
pub. I found this pub a little 
disappointing. I purchased a 
pint of Fellow’s Post Haste 
which left a lot to be desired, 
but never mind. 
We departed for Ye Olde Ye Olde Ye Olde Ye Olde 

Trip to JerusalemTrip to JerusalemTrip to JerusalemTrip to Jerusalem. I was really 
looking forward to visiting 
this pub. Numerous people 
had said I must visit it if I ever 
went to Nottingham and I 
was not disappointed. It re-
minded me of the old pubs 
that I used to frequent whilst 
living in Bath. I had an excel-
lent pint of Crouch Vale Ama-
rillo, which was so fragrant 
and fresh. The hops smelt 
lovely. I have to admit that 
other members of the group 
pointed out the smell. I was 
told I should sniff my beer 
more often! I’m still mulling 
that one over. It’s not the first 

thing I think of when I see my 
pint!

DECEPTIVELY LARGE

We continued on to the BellBellBellBell, 
which I thought was decep-
tively large. From the outside 
I thought it was going to be a 
small intimate pub. I was sur-
prised to see it had a larger 
bar to the rear. We found 
enough space to all sit to-
gether and have a chat. I be-
lieve some members sam-
pled the food, which looked 
very good. I settled for a bag 
of crisps as usual. After a few 
more good pints some mem-
bers decided that they should 
leave due to the trains being 
disrupted.

THE TRIP ENDS

Shortly after the remainder of 
the group left for what we 
thought would probably be 
our last pint. We wandered 
down to The NewshouseNewshouseNewshouseNewshouse
where I had yet another bag 
of pork scratchings (I should 
really watch what I eat!). We 
were again amazed at the 
quality of the beer available. 
While enjoying our beer we 
realised that we had time to 
go back to the Vat & Fiddle 
for a swift pint before jump-
ing on the 7pm train home. I 
was pleased as I had not had 
chance to try all the Castle 
Rock Beers. I completed the 
range with a very nice pint of 
Elsie Mo. I wanted to 
squeeze a last drink in so I 
decided to try the Heritage 
Brewery Thomas Sykes Old 

Ale. It had been calling me 
since I had walked into the 
pub that morning. I was only 
brave enough to try a half, as 
it was 10%. The girl behind 
the bar teased me about not 
being man enough to drink a 
pint, which I thought was 
funny. I’m glad I only bought
a half as I found it very sweet 
and I could definitely taste 
the alcohol. We grudgingly 
left the pub to get our 7pm 
train home. We had all had 
such a fantastic time and the 
train delays on the way home 
did not spoil our day. We 
can’t wait for our next trip to 
Nottingham. We want to try 
the Nottingham Beer by Tram 
Pub Crawl.

Trip Report by Mark Burge from Redditch & Bromsgrove branch of CAMRA

Our Trip to Nottingham
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A beer festival at the White 
Lion Hotel in Upton Upon 
Severn proved so successful 
that it is likely to become an 
annual event. Real ale lovers 
flocked to the historic hotel 
to sample a range of brews 
from across the country at 
the first ever Lion and Pep-
perpot Beer Festival.

25 BEERS

Hotel owner Jon Lear said 
the event, held over the May 
Bank Holiday weekend, was 
a great success. "We had 25 
different beers and nearly all 
of them went", he said.
"Upton was pretty quiet over 
the weekend - maybe be-
cause of the problems with 
the bridge - but the festival 
was a fantastic success."
Among the beers on offer 
were Mr Phoebus, a new 
light ale from the Malvern 
Hills Brewery at West Mal-
vern, which had already 
proved a hit at the Upton Folk 
Festival earlier in the year.
Clive’s Fruit Farm in Upton 
contributed its Willingsworth 
Wobble Juice Cider, 
Weatheroak brewery at Alve-
church produced a White 
Lion Festival special ale just 
for the event and Enville Ales 
of Stourbridge was repre-
sented by an unusual beer, 
flavoured with Mexican 
honey.
Brews from further afield 

included Madonna’s Tipple, 
aka the famous Timothy Tay-
lor Landlord from Yorkshire 
and the aptly named Skull 

Splitter, an 8.5% brew from 
the Orkney Islands.

OTHER ATTRACTIONS

Drinkers also had the chance 
to buy festival T-shirts, sweat-
shirts and rugby shirts, along 
with pint glasses engraved 
with the festival logo.
Members of Upton Folk Club 
and the Reel Bones group 
provided a lively and wel-
come musical accompani-
ment for the drinkers.
Mr Lear said the festival went 
so well that he was planning 
to make it an annual event. 
He will also be organising a 
smaller-scale event to coin-
cide with the town’s water 
festival in August.

Beer lovers flock to inaugural festival

White Lion Beer Festival

The Gate Hangs WellThe Gate Hangs WellThe Gate Hangs WellThe Gate Hangs Well
Headless Cross, Redditch

Tel. 01527 401293

Six cask ales includingSix cask ales includingSix cask ales includingSix cask ales including
Hook Norton Old Hooky
Greene King Abbott Ale

Highgate Dark Mild

Lunch served 12 Lunch served 12 Lunch served 12 Lunch served 12 ---- 2pm 2pm 2pm 2pm
Monday to FridayMonday to FridayMonday to FridayMonday to Friday

Bar meals and snacks plus 
sandwiches made to order

Quiz night every 
Sunday from 9pm

A traditional pub with traditional 
values and a real coal fire
during the Winter months
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30-8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

Beer Brains 
How well do you know your 
beer?

1. Brains SA was named after 
the founder of the brewery 
Samuel Arthur Brain, but 
what is its nickname?

2.Which was the first brew-
ery to can its products? 

3.Which country has a politi-
cal party called "the beer 
drinking party" ? 

4.Which ancient nation called 
beer "liquid bread" ? 

5.Which brewer still uses the 
union method of fermenting? 

6.What was Carlsberg Ele-
phant Beer named after ? 

7. In Dylan Thomas’s Under 
Milk Wood, what was the 
name of the pub in the village 
of Llaregyb? 

8.What is the unusual design 
on the floor of the Fleece at 
Bretforton ? 

9. How does beer ferment 
differently to lager? 

Answers in the next issue
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Beer 
Guide listed 
Nags Head Nags Head Nags Head Nags Head in Malvern have 
taken over the Chase InnChase InnChase InnChase Inn at 
Upper Colwall which is also 
GBG listed and serves 
Donnington beers from Stow 
on the Wold. There are hopes 
that as a consequence the 
Cotswold beers will also 
become available at the Nags 
Head. 

• Congratulations to the 
following county breweries 
who had beers at the Great 
British Beer Festival in 
Olympia in August: Cannon 
Royall (King’s Shilling), 
Hobsons (Mild, Town Crier), 
Malvern Hills (Black Pear), St 
Georges, (War Drum), Teme 
Valley (Dark Stranger), 
Weatheroak (Triple Tee).

• Spotted at the CrossCrossCrossCross at 
Finstall and well worth trying 
were Black Sheep and Enville 
White.

• A beer festival at the  
WeighbridgeWeighbridgeWeighbridgeWeighbridge in Alvechurch 
on Fri 12th and Sat 13th 
November (bar open midday) 
will feature 20 beers, plus 
cider and perry. There will be 
a charge for entry. Food and 
entertainment will be 
available.

• At the LitLitLitLittle Larktle Larktle Larktle Lark in Studley 
look out for a curry night on 
Thurs Oct 7th and a Cheese 
Festival on Saturday Nov 
13th, starting at 2pm. 

resolved.

• The VaultsVaultsVaultsVaults in Knowle is the 
Solihull CAMRA Pub of the 
Year 2004.

• The Coach and HorsesCoach and HorsesCoach and HorsesCoach and Horses at 
Pinvin now features an ale 
from the Old Swan Brewery.

• Two Worcester branch 
pubs - the PortobelloPortobelloPortobelloPortobello in St 
Johns, and the MorganMorganMorganMorgan in 
Malvern have both changed 
hands.

• Clive’s Fruit Farm near 
Upton is now producing it’s 
own cider.

• “This” from Teme Valley 
Brewery has won the 
Fermentis trophy for the 
bitter category at the SIBA 
Western annual beer 
competition held at the 
Barrels, Hereford. 

• It seems that real ale pub 
group JD Wetherspoon are 
looking to purchase a pub in 
Droitwich. Apart from 
Banks’s, the town has little in 
the way of choice in terms of 
real ale.

• The CavalryCavalryCavalryCavalry in Malvern is 
currently closed.

• The ShakespeareShakespeareShakespeareShakespeare in Studley 
has reopened but is sadly not 
serving real ale. All beers are 
from Banks’s.

• The owners of the Good 

• The Hop Pole, Hop Pole, Hop Pole, Hop Pole, Bromsgrove 
has increased the number of 
cask ales on offer to four. 

• Malvern Hills Brewery has 
added Mr Phoebus, a 4.7% 
premium bitter to its range.  
The beer is named after 
Edward Elgar's bicycle and 
both composer and 
velocipede are pictured on 
the pumpclip.  

• Recently renamed, ‘The 
DogDogDogDog at Baughton’ has been 
visited and was serving  
Robinson’s Best. 

• The PlPlPlPlume of Feathersume of Feathersume of Feathersume of Feathers, 
Castlemorton, Malvern, held 
their beer festival in early July 
serving twelve beers, mainly 
from local breweries along 
with three ciders.

• The Red LionRed LionRed LionRed Lion in 
Bromsgrove (Redditch and 
Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of 
the Year) will be holding a 
beer festival featuring 16 real 
ales from Thu 16th to Sat 
18th Sept.

• Restoration work on the fire 
damaged FleeceFleeceFleeceFleece, Bretforton 
near Evesham is expected to 
take at least 12 months. A 
bar is operating from the 
adjacent barn of the National 
Trust owned pub.

• Work at the Green Man Green Man Green Man Green Man on 
the Tything, Worcester has 
not yet restarted although the 
planning problems have been 

Quick Halves
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A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, including the infamous Desperate Dan 
Cow Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. 

Also serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it 
runs out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B road-

lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines including the 
popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

~
Curry Night Thursday Oct 7th 

Cheese Festival Saturday Nov 13th, starts 2pm
Sunday Night Quiz; Lunch Time Menu (12 – 2pm)

~
V isit us …  for a real traditional English Pub ex perience

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105

Green Hop Beer Festival 8th, 9th & 10th October
Friday 6pm-11pm Saturday brewing demonstration 

9.30 - 5.30 bar until 11pm
Sunday Teme Valley Market 11 - 1.30 bar until 11pm.
Bus route First Midland Red 420 Worcester -  Bromyard

Six bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now available

Just off the A44 
between 

Worcester and 
Bromyard

3.7% ABV
Virtues of an easy 
drinking light ale with 
vivid hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by 
hops, one for the 
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases 

delicate 
Goldings fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH
01886 821235

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

CAMRA 
Beer Fests
The following beer festivals 
organised and run by volun-
teer members of the Cam-
paign for Real Ale in the re-
gion are well worth seeking 
out. 

TAMWORTH 9-11 SEP

Held at the Assembly Rooms 
with over 100 ales and cider. 
More info from uk.geocities.
com/1stcamra

SHREWSBURY 10-11 SEP

Held at the Music Hall with 
over 70 ales, cider and perry. 
More info from www.
shrewsburycamra.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM 16-18 SEP

Held at Aston Students Guild  
open from 16-18 Sept with 
100 ales, cider and perry. 
More details from www.
camrabirmingham.fsnet.co.
uk

BURTON 23-25 SEP

Held at the Town Hall from 
23-25 Sept with more than 
100 ales, plus cider and perry
More info on 07974 708132.

SOLIHULL 1-2 OCT

Held at British Legion Club 
with over 25 real ales plus 
cider and perry. More info 
from www.solihullcamra.org

DUDLEY 23 - 27 NOV 

This winter ales festival runs 
in the Town Hall with over 60 
ales cider, wine and Bavarian 
beers. For more 
info go to www.
dudleycamra.org.
uk
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21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY
2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open: Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

Find us on the No. 9 bus route

EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALES

into
HALESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSES

CENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGION
“FREEHOUSE”

PUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEAR

HEADLESS CROSS,    REDDITCH

01527 550448

Three guest beers usually sourced from 
local independent breweries

I guess it's the sort of thing 
that you only notice when it's 
gone. A while back, I read an 
interview in the paper with an 
erstwhile controller of BBC2. 
He was chastised for having 
taken "One Man And His Dog" 
off the telly. While no-one 
was watching it, everyone 
wanted it to be on. Everyone 
wanted the warm fuzzy feel-
ing that comes from knowing 
such traditional programmes 
are on. It's the same with 
pubs, isn't it?

VAULTS, LINK TOP

I went up to The Vaults in 
Link Top tonight. It's all 
changed up there. The cosy 
panelling and dark floor have 
been replaced with white 
wooden walls, and pale floor, 
giving the pub a light, mod-
ern airy feel. This is some-
thing that I find no fault with. 
There is nothing sacred about 
old smoky boozers. I have no 
quarrels with a modern 
'trendy' drinking establish-
ment. However, The Vaults 
used to be the only pub in 
Malvern that served Banks's 
that was worth drinking. No, 
that's not strong enough - the 
Banks's in The Vaults was 
excellent.

NEW LICENSEE

This evening, I spoke with the 
new licensee - well, rather I 
shouted at him over the ste-
reo which was blaring - and I 
introduced myself as a field 
researcher for the CAMRA 

Malvern Hills guide. My ques-
tion was a simple one - What 
Real Ale do you do? The an-
swer was equally simple -
none. While there were two 
handpumps, both were 
turned round. I was told that 
the Real Ale wasn't selling, 
and I ought to "Try The Nag's 
Head, that's the place for 
Real Ale round here".
So now, there is no pub in 

Malvern - perhaps further 
afield - that serves Banks's of 
that quality. And now that it's 
gone - I'm rather sorry...
Which way is the 
nearest sheepdog 
trial?

Richie Oak on unwelcome changes in the Malverns

Tradition, eh? What's 
that about, then?
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At the time of writing we’re 
in the middle of those long, 
lazy, dog days of summer i.e. 
it’s been raining cats and 
dogs all day. Hot days con-
jure up visions of idling away 
lunchtimes in pub gardens. 
Such was the case one Sun-
day at the pub – whose name 
I can’t remember (Sounds like 
the Baiting House Baiting House Baiting House Baiting House - Ed) selling 
fine Batham’s at Upper SUpper SUpper SUpper Sa-a-a-a-
peypeypeypey. Having driven past the 
Batham’s sign on the road a 
number of times we finally 
got to stop and it was well 
worth it. There was a proper 
garden with a number of ta-
bles and real grass to lie on. 
Plenty of dogs were there 
and I could have fought for 
attention but I decided to let 
sleeping dogs lie and 
sneaked more sips of 
Batham’s than I’m normally 
allowed; it really was the 
cat’s whiskers. I shall be 
hounding the owners to take 
us there again. 
Similarly good was Codsall Codsall Codsall Codsall 

Station, StaffordshireStation, StaffordshireStation, StaffordshireStation, Staffordshire; loung-
ing away another Sunday 
lunchtime on the raised ter-
race enjoying the Holden’s. 
The Bitter was excellent but 
the Special was more to my 
taste. I was in the doghouse 
though, for over indulging but 
I had the afternoon to sleep it 
off.
One of the high spots of 

the summer so far has to be 
the few days we spent stay-
ing at the Somerset CAMRA 
County Pub of the Year – the 

New Inn at HalseNew Inn at HalseNew Inn at HalseNew Inn at Halse. The pub 
had its own brewery, the 
Electric Brewery, whose 
Mark One Bitter we drank; 
good, quaffable, session beer 
it was too. On the same trip 
we were terrorised by Brown-
ies on the West Somerset 
Railway who, understanda-
bly, thought I was cute. For-
tunately, the train stocked 
Cotleigh’s – so I could calm 
my nerves until we alighted 
to visit the Star Inn at Star Inn at Star Inn at Star Inn at 
WatchetWatchetWatchetWatchet. The Otter Ale was 
exceptional, my taste is start-
ing to turn to malty beers, but 
what really took the dog’s 
biscuit was finding genuine 
Black Country Pork Scratch-
ings so Archie (my Yorkshire 
Terrier brother) and I made 
pigs of ourselves. As a result, 
we were banished to the car 
at WiveliscWiveliscWiveliscWiveliscombeombeombeombe when the 
owners visited the Bear InnBear InnBear InnBear Inn. 
They raved about the Cot-
leigh’s Tawny and the price 
of the beer – only £1.90 a 
pint. 
The next day I tried Tawny 

for myself at the Rockford Inn Rockford Inn Rockford Inn Rockford Inn 
on Exmoon Exmoon Exmoon Exmoorororor. I looked like a 
real dog’s breakfast after a 
good walk up Dunkery Bea-
con in the rain so I was glad 
to be allowed in. While I men-
tally ticked off the pub in my 
mind, my owners were inter-
ested by the fact that, in-
stead of Pork Scratchings, 
the pub sold tick removers. 
Suffice to say I became a 
victim of these after my roll-
ing round on the moors.

Back in Worcestershire, 
one of the less positive facts 
of summer hit home. As lots 
of places and pubs aren’t dog 
friendly and as it’s too hot to 
be left in the car, we get left 
at home. I felt very much a 
dog in the manger as the 
owners enjoyed my favourite 
Enville Ale at the Black Boy Black Boy Black Boy Black Boy 
Hotel, BewdleyHotel, BewdleyHotel, BewdleyHotel, Bewdley and the Holly Holly Holly Holly 
Bush, StourportBush, StourportBush, StourportBush, Stourport. They also 
indulged themselves with 
fine Batham’s at the Hawne Hawne Hawne Hawne 
Tavern in HalesowenTavern in HalesowenTavern in HalesowenTavern in Halesowen. On 
hearing that a trip to Worces-
ter had turned into a sam-
pling session, once they 
found out that the Cap and Cap and Cap and Cap and 
Gown, WorcesterGown, WorcesterGown, WorcesterGown, Worcester had be-
come the city’s first Hook 
Norton pub, I’d had enough. 
Pretending to be dog tired I 
took to my bed to hear no 
more.
Being at home however, 

isn’t all bad news for the beer 
loving pooch. As my Dad had 
a ‘big’ birthday this summer 
he consoled himself with a 
nine gallon barrel of Cannon 
Royall’s King’s Shilling. I dog-
gedly followed everyone 
around and was well re-
warded for my troubles. The 
visitor who put his glass 
down on the floor while he 
answered his phone regret-
ted it. Every 
dog has his 
day I 
thought. 
Cheers.

Thoughts From Our Canine Reporter

Not the Dogs Bollock!
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A recent weekend visit to the 
Halifax area gave us an op-
portunity to visit Keighley, the 
home of Timothy Taylor’s 
prize-winning Landlord bitter, 
probably the most well –
known winner of the title 
“Champion Beer of Britain”.
The hostelry selected was 
the Brewery Arms, a spa-
cious single roomed pub with 
a patio area from which, so 
the Good Beer Guide says, 
you can watch the passing 
steam trains on the Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway. 
First mistake – don’t choose 
a soaking wet Friday dinner 
time to visit; the only [t]rain 
running was that down our 
necks. Inside, we found 10 
hand pumps awaiting us and 
we therefore, took a few min-
utes to choose our tipple as 
many of them were unfamil-
iar to us: Milton’s Electra, 
Goose Eye Barm Pot, Maul-
don’s Pickwick, Clark’s Clas-
sic Blonde and a “mild” 
Rudgate Ruby! 

MILD

This last beer was a result of 
the “May is Mild Month” 
campaign, when a CAMRA 
letter was circulated to nearly 
all the local breweries, asking 
for support for mild. 24 brew-
eries responded positively, 
mainly from Yorkshire, and 
the resulting festival was a 
great success, so, hopefully, 
mild will find a regular place 
on the bar.
Host and hostess Cea and 

Pete Quirk, are both exiles 

The Bell The Bell The Bell The Bell 
at Pensax

Near Abberley on the B4202

01299 89667701299 89667701299 89667701299 896677

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year 
2002, 22002, 22002, 22002, 2003 003 003 003 and 2004200420042004
West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region 
Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003

Wonderful views and a relaxed 
atmosphere with log fires.

Delicious home cooked food 

At least five real ales featuring a 
constantly changing selection of 

guest beers

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30 5-11
Sun all day

from the other side of the 
Pennines, having moved here 
three years ago. They run this 
independent free house in an 
industrial part of Keighley, 
with their only neighbours 
being three other pubs and 
the local supermarket. There 
are no houses within ¼ mile 
but trade is good with both 
the beer and food being 
popular. 

GREAT FOOD

The lunchtime we visited, the 
fare on offer was either hot 
casserole or beef stew, 
served with freshly baked 
garlic bread, all for £2.50.
There is an upstairs restau-
rant, open Friday and Satur-
day evenings, where gourmet 
meals are often available. 

PRICES!

 It’s also worth mentioning 
the beer prices here, which 
ranged between £1.74 and 
£1.96 per pint. This for 
twenty different beers a 
week, quite a throughput for 
a pub of it’s size.
The most surprising omis-

sion was the non availability 
of Timothy Taylor Landlord. 
When we asked why, Peter 
said that we wouldn’t find it 
on sale anywhere in town, 
everyone here drinks either 
Golden Best or Best Bitter. I 
must have looked disbeliev-
ing, because he said “If you 
don’t believe me, ask him; 
he’s the Head Brewer at Tay-
lor’s”. Sure enough, said 
brewer confirmed he was 

Doug Fitton takes a Yorkshire Sojourn 

View from the North
THAT man and 
agreed that Land-
lord bitter was 
jokingly referred to as “for 
export only “ to us southern-
ers. Personally, he preferred 
Best.
We had to try Taylor’s Best 

and found it so good that we 
took six pints away with us 
for consumption the follow-
ing night. Back in Halifax the 
next night, we were able to 
sample again this most York-
shire of beers. The aroma, 
the maltiness and the fruiti-
ness were still present and 
even now the words of the 
Head Brewer spring to mind 
“Where else can you get beer 
like this at £1.88 a pint?” 
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The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Enville ale & 

Theakstons Best Bitter plus an 
ever changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in 
this cosy traditional canal-side 
pub.  Home cooked meals and 
bar snacks served daily (except 
Tuesday and Wednesday).  

AUTUMN BEER FESTIVAL
Fri 12th & Sat 13th Nov. 2004

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales from 
the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 
& AWARD WINNER

The DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INN
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)

Carol 
welcomes 
you to...

Four Real Ales, Ten Real ciders & Real Home Cooked Food in 
over eight acres of beautiful countryside.

Live music featured regularly.  
Please telephone for details.

Ramblers welcome

Picture the scene. Three busi-
ness partners, looking to 
abandon the London city rat 
race and run a rural pub 
around Worcestershire, ask 
an estate agent to find them 
a suitable property. Several 
years later, after several fruit-
less visits, nothing. Then, 
faced with a frustrated client 
and somewhat desper-
ately, the agent 
reaches into the for-
gotten recesses of his 
filing cabinet and 
drags out details of a 
pub that was so dilapidated 
he had assumed no-one in 
their right mind would want 
it. But he was wrong. It was 
just the opportunity that part-
ners Paul Brooker, Peter 
Brooker and Lesley MacLean 
had been waiting for and the 
Farmers Arms had found its 
saviours. 

RESTORATION

With the help of locals, walls 
and beams were stripped 
back to brick and wood. 
Rooms were opened up and 
knocked through. Flagstones 
were laid. The toilets were 
gutted and immaculately re-
equipped. Open fires were 
rediscovered and lit. Home-
cooked food was prepared 
using vegetables from the 
garden. And, slowly but 
surely, real ales established 
themselves on the bar.

THRIVING LOCAL

It has taken over two  years 
of intensive effort, but now 

Kempsey Common again has 
an attractive, thriving local. A 
number of events are laid on 
in the pub’s extensive 
grounds including a summer 
ball, a four-day motorcycle 
event and the pub's first beer 
festival. 

CRICKET MATCH

The pub raised a team for 
a charity cricket match 
against the Lords 

Taverners, which in-
cluded many celebri-

ties.  As Lesley admits, 
"We couldn't have done it 
without the help of the local 
people. They didn't want the 
pub to die and we didn't want 
to disappoint them". 

Pub News

Farmers Arms, Kempsey
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And Finally...
Kings at Han-
ley Castle.

Where’s the 
Hunter?
If you are lamenting the loss 
of the Hunter’s Column that  
used to feature in this news-
letter,  head over to Glouces-
tershire, where the Hunter 
moved to last year. His col-
umn is a regular feature of 
the Tippler, the Gloucester-
shire CAMRA newsletter.

Brewery are promoting 
“Warrior”, a new brew to 
mark Worcester Rugby Club's 
promotion to the Premier-
ship.
It's 4.5% and described as 

"A special bitter brewed from 
a UNION of many handfuls of 
local Worcester hops and a 
TOUCH of chocolate malt 
resulting in a deep chestnut 
coloured beer with a subtle 
KICK." Look out for Warrior in  
The Bear and Ragged Staff 
Bransford, The Bell at Pen-
sax, Fruiterer's Arms at 
Stonehall Common, Grey-
hound at Eldersfield, Nag's 
Head Malvern, Salmon's Leap 
and Swan with Two Nicks in 
Worcester and the Three 

Champion Beer of 
Britain
Pale Rider, a 5.2% and full 
flavoured, pale ale  brewed 
by Kelham Island Brewery of 
Sheffield has been judged 
Champion Beer of Britain by 
a panel of brewers, beer writ-
ers and journalists at the 
2004 Great British Beer Festi-
val held in Olympia, London.  
From the West Midlands 

region, Iceberg, a 4.2% 
hoppy and clean tasting bitter 
from Stoke on Trent’s Titanic 
brewery took bronze in the 
Speciality class.

Rugby Beer
Worcester’s St George's 
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Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster sub----branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)
Sat 11 Sep Ludlow Food & Drink Festival. Ring for details
Tue 14 Sep Meeting - Pack Horse, Bewdley 8.30pm
Wed 29 Sep Meeting - Station, Hagley 8.30pm
Tue 12 Oct Meeting - Brinton Arms, Stourport 8.30pm
Sat 6 Nov Day trip on train to Oakengates, Shifnal, Codsall and 

Wolverhampton. Ring for details
Tue 9 Nov Meeting - Olde New Inn, Pound Green 8.30pm
Wed 24 Nov Meeting - Penny Black, Kidderminster 8.30pm

Redditch and Bromsgrove branRedditch and Bromsgrove branRedditch and Bromsgrove branRedditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)ch (01527 870522)ch (01527 870522)ch (01527 870522)
Tue 14 Sep Branch meeting - Cross & Bowling Green, Bransons 

Cross (Prices and Dispense)
Sat 25 Sep Lunchtime trip to Burton upon Trent Beer Festival. 

Ring for details.
Sat 2 Oct New members coach trip to Bartons Arms, 

Birmingham. Ring for details.  
Tue 12 Oct Branch meeting - Dodford Inn, Dodford (Tasting)
Tue 19 Oct Good Beer Guide launch - Rising Sun, Redditch
Fri 5 Nov Bonfire night trip to Highgate Brewery. Ring for de-

tails.
Tue 9 Nov Branch meeting - Jubilee, Studley (Campaigning)

Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Tue 14 Sep New members meeting - Bell, St. Johns
Tue 5 Oct Branch meeting at The Flyford Arms, Flyford Flavell
Sat 30 Oct Visit to Tenbury Wells. Ring for details
Fri 12 Nov Coach trip to Three Kings Beer Festival. Ring for 

details
Tue 30 Nov Branch meeting at The Wyche Inn, Malvern

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.uk

© Kidderminster / Redditch & Bromsgrove / Worcester CAMRA 2004

Pint Taken is published by 
the Kidderminster, Redditch 

& Bromsgrove and 
Worcester branches of the 
Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA)

www.pinttaken.org.uk
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to real ale pubs in and 
around the county of 
Worcestershire.

The views expressed in 
Pint Taken are not 

necessarily those of the 
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 
welcome. Please write to:

Pint Taken, 
47a Barley Mow Lane, 
Catshill, Bromsgrove, 

B61 0LU
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 editor@pinttaken.org.uk

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
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Hereford & Worcester 
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28-30 Foregate Street,
Worcester
WR1 1DS

Tel: 01905 765373

CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road, 
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201


