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UK Beer Scoring System launched

www.pinttaken.org.uk

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter

Spring 2004

WORCESTER BRANCH PUB
OF THE YEAR 2003

It just keeps on winning and 
if it was located about 8000 
miles further west amongst 
the Hollywood hills, it would 
probably be up for a Lifetime 
Achievement Award by now.  
For the third year in 
succession, the Dragon Dragon Dragon Dragon in in in in 
Worcester Worcester Worcester Worcester has beaten all 
rivals after a vote open to the 
entire branch membership.  
Runner-up was the Talbot in 
Knightwick whilst third place 
went to the Nag's Head in 
Malvern.  Evidently, the 
formula of six constantly 
changing real ales, a cider or 
a perry and often a stout or a 
porter is still as popular ever.  
And its had a new lick of 
paint and revamped toilets!  .   

REDDITCH AND 
BROMSGROVE BRANCH 
PUB OF THE YEAR 2003

In contrast, Redditch and 

Bromsgrove branch, who 
cover the north-east of the 
county and also parts of War-
wickshire announced a first 
time winner. The Red Lion in Red Lion in Red Lion in Red Lion in 
Bromsgrove Bromsgrove Bromsgrove Bromsgrove run by Richard 
and Mini Scott is the recipi-
ent of the award. The single-
roomed pub is located on the 
High Street and is a conven-
ient place to stop off after 
doing some shopping. The 
pub features five hand-pulled 
beers including ales from 
Banks’s and a minimum of 
two changing guest beers.
Presenting the award 
Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA chairman said, 
"Richard is passionate about 
cask ale and his enthusiasm 
is evident  as soon as you 
walk in with posters pro-
claiming cask ale prominently 
displayed.” The pub also 
holds a beer festival in the 
summer. 

Both pubs will now go 

forward to do 
battle with other 
winners from neighbouring 
CAMRA branches, on the 
next step to becoming 
national CAMRA Pub of the 
Year

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEMENT AWARD

In a unique event, Redditch 
and Bromsgrove branch have 
awarded a special 
“Outstanding Achievement 
Award” to the Coach and Coach and Coach and Coach and 
Horses in WeatheroakHorses in WeatheroakHorses in WeatheroakHorses in Weatheroak, which 
was awarded branch pub of 
the year for four consecutive 
years from 1999 to 2002. Run 
by the same licensee Phil 
Meads for over thirty years, 
the Coach is a popular 
country inn serving guest 
beers and the full range of 
Weatheroak Brewery beers. 
The brewery is located adja-
cent to the 
pub 

Pub of the Year

Worcestershire Award Winners

A National Beer Scoring Sys-
tem has been launched by 
CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale. The system which 
uses a five point scale to ac-
cess the quality of cask ale in 
pubs has been introduced to 

allow CAMRA members to  
share information more 
widely. There is a Worcester-
shire  connection, as the sys-
tem is being co-ordinated by 
Brett Laniosh of Redditch 
and Bromsgrove CAMRA.  

Launching the scheme, he 
said, “Many CAMRA 
branches have been running 
scoring systems for years 
and a national system will 
effectively be the consumers 
answer to Cask Marque.”
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Open Tuesday to Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Mondays,
lunchtimes and evenings

(Meals available whenever open)

Feature events a speciality Watch 
our Web site for details

www.walterdecantelupeinn.com 

�  AA ��� accommodation �
� Large car park �

�  Superb real ales �
Taylor Landlord, Cannon Royall King’s Shilling 

plus ever-changing guest ale

Main Road, Kempsey, 

Worcs WR5 3NA 

�  Award-winning food and drink �
Which? Guide to Country Pubs

Commended, Taste of Worcestershire 2003/4 

�  Attractive walled garden  �
�  Open log fires in winter  �

(on the A38, five mins from M5/J7)

�01905 820572 

In memoriam
Just before Christmas, 
members of the Worcester 
branch and indeed CAMRA 
branches across the West 
Midlands were mourning the 
loss of Andy 'Ticker' Buchan.  
At the tragically early age of 
just 30, Andy, a long-time 
diabetes sufferer, fell into a 
coma at home and could not 
be revived.  His knowledge of 
everything real ale was a 
constant source of 
amazement - and, it has to be 
said, amusement - for his 
many friends in the branch.  
The minute a new brewery or 
beer came along he seemed 
to know about it.  Indeed, 
one often wondered whether 
he knew before the brewer 
did.  And, of course, it would 
not be long before he had 
made a pilgrimage to the 
brewery or a nearby local 
festival in order to get his 
'tick'.

All of this experience came 
into its own whenever 
planning for the Worcester 
Beer Festival commenced.  
Andy was a key member of 
the 'beer selection 

Up to 7 real ales 
available

all year round
including stoutsstoutsstoutsstouts

and portersportersportersporters
plus traditional

cider or perry.

A genuine 

free house.

51 The Tything, Worcester. 
Tel: 01905 25845

The 
Dragon 
Inn

Worcester’s premier ale haven

committee'. It is no 
exaggeration to say that 
much of the initial and 
continued success of the 
festival is due to his unerring 
advice as to what was good 
and what was bad, although 
obviously there had to be 
room in the final beer order 
to accommodate his ticking 
desires - good or bad!! 

He will we greatly missed 
by all who knew him, 
especially those in his local, 
the Dragon in Worcester.  
Our thoughts go out to his 
parents at this sad time.

Stourbridge Beer 
Festival 2004
2004 Stourbridge Beer Festi-
val will be taking place on the 
evening  of April 29th, 30th 
(all day) and May 1st (all day) 
at the Town Hall. This estab-
lished and ever-popular festi-
val is well worth putting in 
your diary. For more details  
go to www.strourbridge-
camra.org.uk.
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The Co-op's Gold Miner Bot-
tle-Conditioned Ale from the
Freeminer Brewery* has 
been awarded a top accolade 
at the Quality Food &
Drink Awards 2003.
The “Truly Irresistible” Gold 
Miner Ale won a coveted 'Q'  
Award in the beers and ci-
ders category in the prestig-
ious competition, organised 
by Checkout magazine and 
Independent Retail News.  
Judges were highly im-
pressed by the ale's unique 
taste and appearance.  The Q 
Awards have been running 
for nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury,

TRULY IRRESISTIBLE

The ale is one of 11 products 
launched under the Co-op 
Truly Irresistible label earlier 
this year to encourage shop-
pers to re-appraise the super-
market's image and to per-
suade customers to try more 
of its quality own-brand 
range.

Each of the products has a 
unique story, twist or angle, 
making them innovative and 
different.  The CAMRA-
approved ale was brewed 
exclusively for the Co-op by 
the Freeminer Brewery, 
based in the Royal Forest of 
Dean, Gloucestershire. 

A review of Gold Miner 
appeared in the 
Winter issue of 
Pint Taken.

A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan 
Cow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. 

Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it 
runs out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B road-d-d-d-

lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the 
popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

‘Outside Beer Quad’ ~ Sunday Night Quiz ~ Lunch Time 
Menu (12 noon – 2pm)

V isit us …  for a real traditional English Pub ex perience

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105

Gold Miner 
wins Gold
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The DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INN
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)

“The Pub in 
the Field”

The New 
Management 
welcomes you 

to...

Four Real Ales & Real Home Cooked Food in 7 acres of 
beautiful countryside.

Live music featured regularly.  Please telephone for 
details.

    Ramblers welcome

Beer Fest 
at the 
White Lion 
Hotel
The White Lion Hotel in Up-
ton is holding its first beer 
festival on the late May Bank 
Holiday weekend (28th-31st).  
Using a covered conservatory 
area to the rear of the build-
ing, there are plans to serve 
about 25 real ales from the 
cask, supplemented by the 
usual four handpulls in the 
hotel bar.  Appropriately for 
CAMRA's Mild in May cam-
paign, real mild should be a 
available along with stronger 
and also a few seriously 
strong ales. Updated details 
can be found on the hotel 
Web site www.
whitelionhotel.biz. Spanish 
tapas food will be on offer to 
sustain visitors. The festival 
will be open all day, every 
day and entrance is free with 
a deposit charged for a glass.  

Beowulf 
moves
Beowulf brewery has relo-
cated to larger premises in 
Brownhills, Staffordshire. A 
new ale, Chasewater (4.4%) 
is now a regular ale. Owner 
Phil Bennett will be produc-
ing six regular beers, includ-
ing Beorma and Heroes Bit-
ter. In addition, Phil hopes to 
start bottling on a small scale 
with Dragon Smoke Stout 
being the first to hit the bot-
tle.
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Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales from 
the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 
& AWARD WINNER

FIRST

"Old Freddy Walker" from 
Moor Beer Company, Bridg-
water, Somerset was today
named as the Supreme 
Champion Winter Beer of 
Britain 2004 by a panel of
judges at CAMRA's national 
winter celebration of beer 
held at the National Winter
Ales Festival in Burton on 
Trent.

Old Freddy Walker is a 
7.3% ABV Barley Wine and 
described in the 2004 edition 
of the Good Beer Guide as a 
'Rich, dark, strong ale with a 
fruity complex taste, leaving 

a fruitcake finish'. The ale is 
named after an elderly real 
ale lover in the village of Ash-
cott, near Bridgwater where 
the brewery is based. 

SECOND & THIRD

The silver prize went to Gales 
Festival Mild' with bronze 
going to Shepherd Neame's 
"Original Porter". 

WEST MIDLAND AWARDS

In the West Midlands Beer of 
the Year competition, the 
three overall champions were 
Entire from Netherton's Old 
Swan brewery, Special Ale 
from Holdens of Woodsetton 

and Old Cottage Stout from 
the Old Cottage brewery at 
Burton on Trent..

Worcestershire breweries 
also picked up some awards 
with Cannon Royall Fruiterer's 
Mild from Ombersley getting 
a silver in the mild category 
and Barkers Perry from Hal-
low getting a Bronze in the 
bronze category. 

Our congratulations to all 
the winners.

Champion Winter Beer of Britain 2004 & West Midland Beer of the Year Competition

Winners announced at the National 
Winter Ales Festival
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More pub 
crawls
Hot on the heels of "Fifty 
Great Pub Crawls", which 
featured crawls in this area 
and beyond comes "Fifty 
More Great Pub Crawls" writ-
ten by one of Britain's best-
known beer writers, Barrie 
Pepper. According to Pepper 
"The fine art of modern day 
pub crawling is to work out a 
route which allows you to 
visit a number of pubs which 
all sell good beers and are of 
some character and interest.
An even better crawl should 
start and finish close to the 
same point which is near to 
good public transport con-
nections."

NOT JUST WALKING

The pocket-sized guide has 
routes not just for walking 
either. Twelve of the crawls 
require that either trams, 
trains, buses, or in one case, 
a water taxi be used. There is 
also a virtual tour around 
pubs that feature in your fa-
vourite TV soaps. In addition, 
this edition features a crawl 
which starts in Colwall in 
Herefordshire and finishes at 
Malvern Link in Worcester-
shire. 

Fifty More Great Pub 
Crawls is £7.99 (with a dis-
count for CAMRA members) 
and is available from CAMRA 
on 01727 867201 or online at 
www.camra.
org.uk/books 

Award Award Award Award ———— winning  winning  winning  winning 
gastro pub and gastro pub and gastro pub and gastro pub and 
restaurant restaurant restaurant restaurant 

A fine range of cask conditioned ales including the regular 
appearance of  Old Speckled Hen ,Pedigree, Enville White, and 

Biddendens Traditional Cider

Also offering a separate Lounge and a completely non smoking 
Restaurant, which can cater for private parties, meetings, 

seminars, social and business gatherings.

Real Ales,  Real Food,  Real Fire,  Real People.

Tel. 01527 873045  Fax 01527 876358

62 62 62 62 DOCTORSDOCTORSDOCTORSDOCTORS HILLHILLHILLHILL BOURNHEATHBOURNHEATHBOURNHEATHBOURNHEATH
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The Bell The Bell The Bell The Bell 
at Pensax

Near Abberley on the B4202

01299 89667701299 89667701299 89667701299 896677

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year 

2002, 22002, 22002, 22002, 2003 003 003 003 and now
West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region 
Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003

Wonderful views and a relaxed 
atmosphere with log fires.

Delicious home cooked food 

At least five real ales featuring a 
constantly changing selection of 

guest beers

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30 5-11
Sun all day

21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY

2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open: Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

Find us on the No. 9 bus route

EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALES

into
HALESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSES

“Sometimes when I reflect 
back on all the beer I drink I 

feel ashamed. 

Then I look into the glass and 
think about the workers in the 
brewery and all of their hopes 

and dreams. 

If I didn't drink this beer, they 
might be out of work and their 
dreams would be shattered. 

Then I say to myself, "It is 
better that I drink this beer 
and let their dreams come 
true than to be selfish and 
worry about my liver." 

Jack Handy

DEDDINGTON ARMS 
HOTEL, DEDDINGTON, 

OXFORDSHIRE

Formally The Kings Arms this 
is a fine old English coaching 
inn, which has been 
providing a warm welcome, 
comfortable shelter and 
wonderful sustenance for 
over 400 years. Some of the 
accommodation is in the old 
part of the hotel, whilst the 
rest is mainly single storey 
tastefully set around 
courtyards which act as car 
parks. The hotel has a 
delightful restaurant with a 
small bar and the food is 
excellent, being modern 
continental in style.

What makes this a little 
gem is the superb public bar. 
This looks as if it has hardly 
changed in 400 years. It is 
rectangular in shape and has 
many exposed wooden 
beams and a stone flagged 
floor. There are two bow 
windows and an open fire. 
Rustic, wooden furniture 
completes the overall country 
effect. The only concessions 
to the modern world are two 
small televisions, mainly for 
sporting events.

FOUR REAL ALES 

There are four, well kept, real 
ales and these are Tetley 
Bitter, Greene King IPA, 
Caledonian Deuchars IPA and 
a guest beer. Over the 
Christmas period, the guest 
beer was the wonderful 
Christmas Pudding 

mentioned elsewhere in this 
publication. George 
Costorphine, who has been a 
CAMRA member for over ten 
years, looks after the beers. 
This is the third pub he has 
helped to be selected for the 
Good Beer Guide. All the 
staff at the hotel are helpful 
and very pleasant. The 
general manager of this hotel 
and two others is John 
Anderson. The telephone 
number is Freephone 0800 
328 7031.
Deddington is not far from 
Hook Norton and the pub 
could be included in a 
combined visit. The Crown 
and Tuns, also in 
Deddington, has appeared in 
every edition of the Good 
Beer Guide. Sadly this may 
soon change as it looks as if 
the landlord, Alan Humphries, 
will be leaving.

Pubs across the country which have that something special

Little Gems
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WORCESTER

Those hot, 
summer 
days might  
be some  
time away, 
but commit-
ted souls in 
Worcester 
CAMRA just 
don't like to 

waste a minute. They've al-
ready spent some time on 
the 2004 festival.

Here is the leap year ver-
sion of Ticker the Wonder-
horse.  Being a leap year, 
everyone has to wait one day 
longer before the festival 
starts but its basically the 
same week in August as it 
was for 2003.  A big change 
though will be the amount of 
beer and cider!!  Organisers 
are looking at catering for 
about eight thousand visitors, 
50% up on the 2003 atten-
dance and bringing your local 
event even more into 
'Premier League' of UK beer 
festivals.  Look out for further 
information in the coming 
months, in Pint Taken, the 
local press and of course, on 
the continually updated Web 
site www.worcesterbeerfest.
org.uk.

BROMSGROVE

Meanwhile , Redditch and 
Bromsgrove CAMRA have 
had a steep learning curve 
after their first beer festival 
was such a success. Again 

25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30-8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Enville ale & 

Theakstons Best Bitter plus an 
ever changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

Book now for Christmas

there a new logo which this 
year has a 
Broms-
grovian con-
nection. 
There will 
also be a 
big in-
crease in 
the amount of 
beer, cider and perry on offer. 
The date will be the 16th and 
17th of July and the venue 
will again be Bromsgrove 
Rugby Football Club in Aston 
Fields. 
More details go to www.
bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.
uk

County Beer Festivals -
lots to look forward to
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Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black Sheepheepheepheep,,,,
Ansells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells Bitter plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BW 0BW 0BW 0BW

01562 73025501562 73025501562 73025501562 730255

2 Finstall Road
Aston Fields
Bromsgrove
Worcestershire

Tel: 01527 878014
Fax: 01527 880028

Real Ale Freehouse

CAMRA listed

Permanent ales:
Hobsons & Bathams

Home Cooked Food

Function Rooms

first
Charity 
Beer 

Festival

Giving young people, particularly those with special needs, a sporting chance .

The Lords Taverners

Saturday 17th April 2004, 11–11 

Up to twenty real ales 
from around the country

Kempsey Common (signed off the A38, south of Kempsey)
Telephone 01905 820252 Email farmersarmskempsey@yahoo.com

All profits donated to the Lords Taverners

Free entrance (buy glass at the door)
01905 424570

Joe, Chris and Phill 
welcome you to

35 St Johns, Worcester 

THE BELL

Skittle alley and function room 
available for groups and parties

Four cask ales, 
many from local micros

Separate family room

We look forward 
to meeting you soon
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On the 24th January a group 
of intrepid explorers from 
Worcester branch together 
with guests set out by mini-
bus from Worcester Shrub 
Hill station to investigate 
some of the pubs situated in 
the Avon valley.

FIRST STOP

A prompt departure meant 
that the mini-bus arrived at its 
first port of call - The Swan in Swan in Swan in Swan in 
BirlinghamBirlinghamBirlinghamBirlingham - just in time for 
lunch-time opening. The 
keenest of the group quickly 
finished off the Abbey Ales -
Bellringer, leaving the rest 
with the choice of Banks’s -
Bitter, Wye Valley - Butty 
Bach and Exmoor Hart to get 
the day started.

WHAT WEATHER!

What had been a glorious 
morning suddenly threatened 
to turn into a miserable 
afternoon; the group’s 
intrepidness was tested and 
found wanting, almost 
leading to a postponement of 
the proposed walk and a 
detour into The Brandy Cask Brandy Cask Brandy Cask Brandy Cask 
in Pershorein Pershorein Pershorein Pershore. However as 
quickly as the clouds and rain 
came, they disappeared, and 
the group was able to enjoy a 
pleasant (if slightly muddy) 
walk alongside the Avon from 
Pershore to Wyre Piddle. By 
the time they reached their 
destination - The AnchorThe AnchorThe AnchorThe Anchor, , , , 
Wyre PiddleWyre PiddleWyre PiddleWyre Piddle - the weather 
had improved so much that 
lunch was ordered and eaten 
outside looking down over 

the river with the swans in 
the foreground and Bredon 
Hill in the background. Steak 
sandwiches and Ploughman’s 
lunches were washed down 
with Wyre Piddle - Piddle in 
the Anchor, Timothy Taylor -
Landlord, Green King Abbot 
Ale, Marston’s Pedigree and 
Banks’s Bitter.

FURTHER EXERCISE

With the hardier members of 
the group barely tested by 
the initial walk, a call for 
further exercise was raised 
and adopted with most 
people following the path of 
the river once more from 
Wyre Piddle to Fladbury. 
Certain members – some 
would say the ones with 
more sense – stayed at The 
Anchor to soak up the 
sunshine and took the mini-
bus. Fortunately The
Chequers at Fladbury Chequers at Fladbury Chequers at Fladbury Chequers at Fladbury was 
still open by the time the 
walkers arrived, and they 
were able to quench their 
thirst on Black Sheep Bitter, 
Wyre Piddle Piddle in the 
Hole, Hook Norton Best and 
Fuller’s London Pride.

BEER FESTIVAL

Having sampled the delights 
of three pubs in the Avon 
valley, the group travelled 
north to take in the beer 
festival being run at The 
French House in Upton French House in Upton French House in Upton French House in Upton 
SnodsburySnodsburySnodsburySnodsbury. Not content with 
two walks and testing the 
daylight to its limits four of 
the most dedicated hikers 

even strapped on their boots 
for the last couple of miles to 
the festival. A number of 
beers, including Crouch Vale  
Essex Nights, Goff’s  
Mordred, Wye Valley Butty 
Bach, RCH East Street Cream 
and a seasonal beer from 
Freeminer were available, 
and by the time the minibus 
left at eight o’clock this 
author at least had had 
sufficient.

All-in-all a great day; 
assisted by good weather 
and pleasant company. Oh 
yes … and the beer!

Trip Report

Ale Along the Avon

Discworld 
Beers
Fans of Terry Pratchett's Disc-
world books might like to 
consider trying one of the 
special Discworld beers that 
have recently been bottled.  
"Old Kingdom" at 5% ABV 
originates from Iceni brewery 
and is light in colour with a 
hoppy citrus bite. 
"Ridcully's Revenge"  from 
Grainstore Brewery also at 
5% is a dark brown strong 
ale. Both beers are "real ale in 
a bottle".
Finally "Bonk Beer" is a 5% 
Pilsner. More information 
from BursarVixen Enterprises 
(0709 226 4571) or www.
bursarvixen.com 
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Stout to the USA. 
Second, Summer Lightning 
from Salisbury brewery Hop 
Back is now being sold in 80 
bars in Italy after the 
company received govern-
ment support for an export 
drive.

• A successful first year has 
allowed Oakham brewery to 
invest in the development of 
a function room at the 
splendid Barton’s Arms in 
Newtown, Birmingham. The 
room which can cater for up 
to 80 people. A boardroom, 
dining room and meeting 
room were opened earlier.

• Home of Evesham 
Brewery, the Green Dragon is 
currently closed. There are 
rumours that the pub will 
reopen as a “fun and sports” 
pub. The future of the 
brewery is uncertain. 

• The 

Pole refurbishment. They 
intend to expand the food 
side and to have four hand 
pumps, with similar beers to 
those offered at The Hop 
Pole.

• Finally in Bromsgrove, the 
Crabmill on the Birmingham 
Road is featuring the superb  
Oakham JHB as a guest beer 
again. This is a highly 
regarded beer and is worth 
seeking out.

• The Star, Cowleigh Road, 
Malvern is apparently closed 
until further notice. This 
closure includes the 
Chinese Restaurant which is 
part of the complex.

• It is rumoured that 
Oxfordshire’s Hook Norton 
Brewery are buying the so-
called "Cap & Gown" in The 
Upper Tything in Worcester.

• Solihull CAMRA’s 5th beer 
festival held in October has 
been hailed “a roaring 
success”. With over 2000 
pints being drunk  during the 
event. Beer of the festival 
was awarded to Hambleton 
Nightmare.

• Microbreweries are getting 
known abroad. First, 
Gloucestershire’s Freeminer 
Brewery has just won a 
contract to ship Trafalgar IPA 
to the Sheraton Hotel chain in 
India. The company are also 
exporting their DeepShaft 

• Nic and Imogen at The 
Swan in Birlingham are 
staging their second beer
festival on the 15th/16th of 
May. The format will be 
similar to the very successful 
festival they held last year, 
with up to 20 real ales being 
served from a marquee in the 
garden, and a pig roast on 
the Saturday evening.

• Thursday 20th May sees 
the next in the irregular series 
of "Beer Elections" at the 
Walter de Cantelupe in 
Kempsey. Be there to see 
representatives from brewers 
of three top real ales appeal 
for your vote as they slug it 
out for space on the Walter's 
bar for the next year. There 
will be passion, rousing 
speeches, the tension of the 
final count and of course, 
plenty of the candidates 
products to sample. 

• The Hogshead in 
Bromsgrove has been closed 
for a revamp. It is believed 
that when it reopens two real 
ales will be featured, Fullers 
London Pride and Deuchars 
Caledonian IPA.

• The Shoulder of Mutton in 
Bromsgrove has been 
acquired by the licensees of 
the Hop Pole (see Winter 
issue of Pint Taken) and is 
being refurbished prior to re-
opening. There are plans for 
a future revamp, with the 
same architect as the Hop 

Quick Halves
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WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%

Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%

& Seasonal Special

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Old Hookey

Old Speckled Hen
Blacksheep

& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service

Tel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Large Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and Patio
All Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to Availability

Real Ales 
at Bargain 
Prices 
The Jubilee in Studley is a 
large pub is leased by a small 
limited company and run by 
licensee Jacqueline Smith. It 
came to the attention of local 
CAMRA members for selling 
cask ales at bargain prices. 
Despite lager comprising 
80% of sales, director John 
Mayes is a real ale fan. Timo-
thy Taylor’s Landlord is the 
normal house beer and there 
is always a genuine guest 
ale. Although Punch Group 
own the pub, the company 
has a Vanguard lease, which 
permits an unlimited choice 
for one guest  ale. Occasion-
ally, the Landlord is replaced 
to give more variety. On our 
visit there was Fuller’s Ches-
wick Bitter at £1 a pint and 
Christmas Pudding from The 
Coach House Brewing Com-
pany of Warrington at £1.80 a 
pint. This beer was absolutely 
superb with a wonderful 
spicy nose and taste. 

It transpires that the com-
pany strikes special deals 
with its suppliers, sometimes 
involving a two for one ar-
rangement, enabling them to 
sell at such good prices. Al-
though it is not always possi-
ble, an attempt is made to 
offer real ales at discounts 
throughout the year. The 
quality of the 
beer was ex-
cellent . 

Sunday Market - 14th March
Brewery tours by arrangement.

Having a party?  Why not order direct from the brewery?

Six bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas Presents

… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...

Just off the A44 
between 

Worcester and 
Bromyard

3.7% ABV
Virtues of an easy 

drinking light ale with 
vivid hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by 
hops, one for the 

connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases 

delicate 
Goldings fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH
01886 821235

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Spring Wot (4.7%)
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Dear Sirs
Perhaps an obvious point, but 
just as a successful political 
party needs to win "floating 
voters", in order for CAMRA 
to succeed, it needs to win 
those "floating drinkers". And 
one effective way of achiev-
ing this would be to promote 
the availability of free tasters. 
The Great Undecided will 
more often than not opt for 
the safe option of the pint 
they know - usually mass pro-
duced pasteurized beer or 
lager. But there is also a dan-
ger that those that do occa-
sionally experiment with an 
unfamiliar brand would be 
put off real ale for life if they 
end up with a pint of beer 
that they find unpalatable -
and the diversity in taste and 
serving standards of cask ale 
suggests that is bound to 
happen at times. It is there-
fore in my view essential that 
pub landlords should be en-
couraged to provide tasters 
for the lesser known brands 
even if it means charging an 
extra couple of pence per 
pint, but is there anything 
CAMRA can do to encourage 
this? 

Glenn Hill
Kempsey

From a customers point of 
view, providing “tasters” can 
seem initially attractive but as 
anyone who has worked at a 
busy, beer festival will know, 
that having to wait to be 

Letters served because someone in 
front of you wants to taste the 
full range of Crudgingtons is 
not a happy experience. I’ve 
longer admired the American 
practice of offering “beer 
plates”, where a number of 
samples can be purchased 
allowing the customer to try a 
small amount without having 
to commit to a half. Having 
said that, isn’t the answer to 
buy just a half pint? Ed

Dear Sir
My wife and I were recently 
enjoying a drink at a local 
pub, when I noted that when 
I ordered a subsequent round 
both my bitter and my wife’s 
soft drink had increased in 
price to help pay for the jazz 
band that had started playing. 
I wonder if it legal to increase 
the price of drinks without a 
notice stating that the price 
of drinks have or will be in-
creased to cover the cost of a 
live band? I also wonder if it 
reasonable to increase the 
cost of any soft drink contain-
ing soda by a whopping 
£1.40 per pint? I consider it to 
be an appalling lapse in social 
responsibilities. I along with 
most sensibly minded people 
do not drink and drive, and to 
extract such a large amount 
out of drivers who are at-
tempting to make our roads 
safer is perhaps the most 
disgusting profit motivated 
idea I have ever had the mis-
fortune to come across.
Thankfully my story has a 
happy ending. A letter to the 
brewery received a prompt 
reply and solved the problem. 

The price increase was not 
authorised by them and that 
their policy was to charge for 
cordial at 30p per shot and 
soda was free. So I would 
recommend taking an issue 
up if you think you’ve been 
over-charged. 

J.R.Lowe 
Studley

This is the not the first time 
that we’ve received a letter 
complaining about exorbitant 
prices for soft drinks in pubs. 
The point being made that 
pubs would surely want to 
encourage drivers to bring 
drinkers to the pub and not 
rip them off? Ed

Dear Sir
Being keen to preserve 'real' 
ale, the practice of watering 
down and then colouring an 
existing bitter mash to pro-
duce what is called 'mild' is 
as far away from 'real' mild as 
it is possible to get. There are 
one or two commercial 'true' 
milds left but they are small 
in number. Even one of my 
local breweries, water down 
their bitter and add caramel 
for colour when making their 
'mild'. This is not merely my 
supposition, but was con-
firmed merely by me asking 
them!
I don't wish to sound pedan-
tic but to me a caramelised 
'mild' is as unreal as a keg 
bitter and if we don't encour-
age breweries to brew the 
'real' thing then we are in dan-
ger of losing a great distinc-
tive British beer type.

Paul Sawtell
Stourbridge
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FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in 
this cosy tradit ional canal-side 
pub.  Home cooked meals and 

bar snacks served daily.  
(Closed Tuesday & Wednesday) 

Real ale available

CAMRA 
Redditch & Bromsgrove
‘Pub of the Season’ 

Winter 2002

Find us ‘canal-side’ on 
the Worcester &
Birmingham 
Canal.

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

     After dogged persuasion 
by Pint Taken’s editor, I 
agreed to write another 
canny Camra supporting ca-
nine’s column. 
      Sadly, health problems 
have dogged me recently and 
I found myself knocked out 
over the festive season and 
not just by Berrows’ Topsy 
Turvy at the Railwayman’s 
Arms at Bridgnorth but I was 
also collared by the vet’s nee-
dle. Sharp - eyed readers will 
notice that the title of this 
column is minus an ‘s’ that 
was there last time which 
gives you an idea of the op-
eration I had. I wouldn’t give 
a Batham’s Triple x to repeat 
that experience - a visit to the 
Swan at Chaddesley Corbett 
was part of my convales-
cence.!!!
      Although prior to the fes-
tive season, I can’t ignore the 
day of England’s great Rugby 
World Cup victory. We were 
at the Bell at Pensax for the 
presentation of the West 
Midlands area Pub of the 
Year. As ever, the pork 
scratchings and beer were on 
form. My favourites were the 
Weatheroak and the Hook 
Norton Best Biter (or was it 
Bitter?). When my brother, 
Archie, wasn’t listening it was 
revealed what we were hav-
ing for Christmas and I 
picked up some gossip that I 
could really sink my teeth 
into (as well as Trudy’s won-
derful sandwiches). It was 
mentioned that I was having 
a frisbee & Archie a pimply 

ring – at which point a very 
knowing look shot between 
Mr Shrigley and his partner. 
Well, here I had my tail –
clearly this could be the re-
sult of too much real ale I 
thought!!
       Sober reflection and my 
own little operation have 
made me think twice about 
drinking too much. However, 
a bit of This, That & T’Other at 
the Talbot hotel, Knightwick, 
bolstered my spirits & I’m no 
longer a dog with a sore 
head.
     The last mention of my 
little operation comes with 
reference to the winner of 
the West Midlands Beer of 
the Year for 2003. As Olde 
Swan Entire won this and I 
am a regular imbiber of this I 
feel that this is somewhat of 
a misnomer!
      Much of my Christmas 
drinking revolved around the 
King & Castle in Kiddermin-
ster. The Nailmakers Mild on 
Christmas Day was absolute 
perfection ( not purrfection!) 
so much so that I hounded 
my Mom & Dad to make 
them go back there. Imagine 
my delight on another visit to 
see Cannon Royall’s King’s 
Shilling – my favourite of their 
beers – after the Muzzle 
Loader of course – which 
was on top form
      I did get a bit grizzly at 
being left in the car at the 
Admiral Rodney at Berrow 
Green as they – with 
Granny – were eating. The 
pub, apparently was admira-

ble, the Woods Quall Ale very 
Quaffable and as good as at 
my favourite Woods pub, at 
Wooferton.
      The Festive season ended 
with a visit to the now saved 
Waggon & Horses at Bewd-
ley. This served to remind me 
of how I started the Christ-
mas period as Black Pear 
was on. It was excellent and 
set me thinking of Spring and 
lolloping over the Malvern 
Hills. After all a dog is for life 
not just for Christmas. 

Not the Dogsbollock
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It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….

For every one you reprieve, it 
seems like there is one that 
dies. The last edition of Pint 
Taken (Winter) celebrated the 
saving of the Waggon and 
Horses in Bewdley thanks to 
a spirited fight by the locals.  
They saw the planning 
application for conversion to 
a private house but did not 
want their pub to disappear.  
They organised an action 
group… and won!

OLD MILL, 
ELMLEY CASTLE

Sadly, none of this happened 
in Elmley Castle.  When a 
planning application was 
submitted to turn the Old Mill 
into two houses and build 
another four on its car park -
a conversion blamed, of 
course, on the downturn in 
trade since the foot and 
mouth epidemic -  it was met 
with complete local apathy.  
Forget the fact that it was a 
comfortable, well decorated, 
pleasing pub with good real 
ales and quality food.  Or that 
it was only one of two pubs 
in the village.  Or that the foot 
and mouth outbreak occurred 
over three years ago.  Or 
that, during a visit in the early 
autumn by members of 
Worcester CAMRA, the 
landlord seemed keen on 
establishing the business…  

DEATH KNELL

In Elmley Castle, few 
residents, if any, seemed to 
care, not even when 
prompted to act by some of 

the same members of 
CAMRA that had visited 
earlier.  So it was that the 
death knell was sounded for 
another piece of rural pub 
life. Faced with one applicant 
for and none against, it would 
not have been hard for the 
council to make a decision.

Although obviously another 
defeat against opportunistic 
pub owners, spiralling house 
prices and local councils 
faced with ever increasing
demands to create 
accommodation on 
developed 'brownfield' or infill 
land, the war is far from over.  

LESSONS LEARNT

Two crucial lessons can and 
must be learnt for the future:

• Local support is critical.  
CAMRA can help with, 
perhaps lead, any intended 
action but if there is no 
local groundswell of 
opinion, the action will 
almost undoubtedly fail. 

• Anyone can object to any 
planning application 
submitted to a council.  
Moreover, with rural pubs, 
there is strong guidance 
on your side.  Specifically, 
pubs must prove that they 
are non-viable as 
businesses before they 
should be allowed to 
convert into housing. In 
other words, any pub that 
just decides to sell up 
without checking for 

potential buyers should 
have its application 
immediately rejected.

Although this sounds 
daunting, the example of the 
Waggon and Horses, coupled 
with the successes of the 
neighbouring Herefordshire 
branch in restoring the 
fortunes of the Live and Let 
Live on Bringsty Common 
and the Bull's Head in 
Craswell, both dying pubs in 
remote, hard to reach 
locations, proves that 
significant victories can be 
won.  

CAMRA CAN HELP

CAMRA has a long history of 
supporting British pubs and 
members have been fighting 
closures by working with lo-
cal residents and other or-
ganisations such as the Cam-
paign to Protect Rural Eng-
land. So we do a lot more 
than just drink beer. Why not 
join CAMRA and help protect 
your pint and your local? See 
the membership form on 
page 19 of this issue or go to 
www.camra.org.uk

Pub closure news

Another one bites the dust
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73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2003

Cask Marque accredited

Up to seven real ales changing daily.

Wednesday night quiz 

Lunchtime bar snacks

Car Park

The little pub with the big welcome

After a Christmas that had 
utilised all of our skills at tact 
and diplomacy, it was 
decided that a New Year 
break was needed. Half an 
hour with the Good Beer 
Guide,  Ordnance Survey 
maps for the South West and 
a few phone later all was ar-
ranged for a visit to superior 
country pubs, all with a 
suitable range of beers.

VINE, PAMPHILL, 
NEAR WIMBORNE

This small village local was a 
classic example of the "time 
warp" genre. It had been in 
the hands of the same family 
for three generations and 
didn't look as though it had 
been altered in that time. We 
had the impression that we'd 
been transported back 100 
years. The pub had two 
“snug” bars. Beer sampled 
was Palmer's Copper Ale, a 
fine 3.7% BV session brew. 

BANKES ARMS HOTEL, 
STUDLAND

We decided to give the 
attractions of Swanage a 
miss and set off, up the hill to 
Studland and our first night 
stop, the Bankes Arms Hotel, 
owned , like most of the 
area , by the National Trust. 
Although it's called a hotel, 
we'd call it a pub, with a 
neighbouring house con-
verted into accommodation. 
On entering the bar , we 
found eight different ales 
with an emphasis on Isle of 
Purbeck  (IOP) brews, straight 

from the back stable 
brewery, and backed up by 
four other beers from around 
the area. We tried IOP Solar 
Power (4.3%), Fossil Fuel 
(4.1%) which was our favour-
ite, Wrecked (4.5%) and
Gales Robin's Revenge 
(4.2%). The ensuite accom-
modation was superb.

BRIDGE, TOPSHAM

Near Exeter, we visited one 
of the finest old locals we've 
ever visited. The Bridge at 
Topsham is another "Time 
Warp" pub. We walked in 
were greeted by the 
welcoming licensee who 
offered to show us around. 
The food was exceptional. I 

had a local-made pasty. As 
someone who has visited 
Cornwall every year since 
1970, it was the nicest I can 
ever remember eating. Other 
available food included 
Stilton soup and freshly 
smoked Dartmouth salmon 
sandwiches all demonstrat-
ing quality, even with the 
little things such as the 
chutney and Burts crisps.
Beers were Branscombe's 
Branoc (3.8%),  RCH 
Steaming Santa ( 4.5%) and 
Blackawton's Humbug(4.5%), 
all rated by us as excellent 
brews, in brilliant condition.

To be continTo be continTo be continTo be continuedueduedued

Doug Fitton takes a journey to Dorset, Devon and Cornwall 

A West Country Sojourn
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The Brandy Cask

Pub and BreweryPub and BreweryPub and BreweryPub and Brewery
Bridge Street, 
Pershore

Free house

Real alesReal alesReal alesReal ales
Whistling Joe 3.6%

Brandy Snapper 4.2%
Joe Baker’s Original 4.8%

Guest Beers

Bar snacks
Garden

Restaurant
River Moorings
Function Room

Tel: 01386 552602

BOAT AND RAILWAY, 
STOKE WORKS

Tony and Rachel Barrett who 
took over the Boat & Railway, 
Stoke Works last summer 
have taken out all their elec-
tric pumps and replaced 
them with handpumps. Tony 
believes that beer tastes so 
much better out of a hand 
pump and it is nice to see 
him back up his judgement 
with action. Available are
Bank's Bitter, Hanson's Mild 
and Cameron's Creamy. A 
traditional cider is also 
served.

LITTLE LARK, STUDLEY

The Little Lark, Studley, Red-
ditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA’s Autumn pub of the 
Season 2003 is planning an 
eventful summer 2004. Their 
fifth Cheese festival is set for 
the afternoon of Saturday 8th 
May and looks to be the best 
yet, a must for lovers of good 
cheese. Besides the excellent 
beers available fine wines 
and ports will be on sale.

Following the success of 
the last one a second Beer 
Festival will be held at the 
Lark on the 4th, 5th and 6th 
of June. There will be a wide 
range of beers, mainly from 
small regional breweries and 
micros. 

CROWN, WORCESTER

After a lengthy delay of seven 
weeks, caused it is 
understood by problems with 
historical building structures, 
Wetherspoon's second pub in 

Worcester finally opened its 
doors on 30th January.  The 
imaginatively named (not!) 
The Crown, in Crown 
Passage, will initially be 
stocking Shepherd Neame 
Spitfire, Greene King Abbot 
and Brains SA.  Were it to 
become as popular as its 
'sister' pub, the Postal Order, 
it should be hoped that this 
range can increase, possibly 
to include an offering from a 
local micro?  Time will tell.

RED LION, 
ASTWOOD BANK

The lease of The Red Lion 
has been taken over by Jo, 
the wife of Bob Bromley, 
who runs The Bell on the
main road. Russell Brewster, 
who was the bar manager at 
The Bell, has become the 
licensee at The Red Lion. A 
small carvery has been intro-
duced and there is a good, 
reasonably priced main 
menu. There are two real ales 
on offer and these are 
Banks’s Original and Draught 
Bass. The pub is a friendly 
local with a beer garden 
where barbeques will be held 
in the summer. The lease 
was with a subsidiary of the 
Punch Group, called Jedi 
Inns, but is now with London 
and Edinburgh Inns.

DOG, HARVINGTON

The Dog at Harvington a few 
miles out of Kidderminster 
and reasonably close to 
Hagley has been impressing 
cask drinkers with Timothy 

Pub news

Down your way
Taylor’s 
Land-
lord and 
Enville 
Ale on 
perma-
nently. 
A guest  beer is sometimes 
available. The Dog is a smart, 
roadside inn with a light , 
open atmosphere. There is a 
restaurant to the rear and a 
tidy public bar to the side. 
Previously a Banks’s house 
the Dog is now free from 
time. Look out for excellent 
value for money and good
quality three course meals 
served in the week. Historic 
Harvington Hall is opposite 
the Dog.
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I've no idea who suggested a 
bus trip to Halesowen, to 
sample the brilliant beer 
range usually available at one 
of the local hostelries over 
there, but my wife and I 
agreed it would make a lovely 
change from spending our 
usual Saturday shopping. So 
we duly waited in Redditch 
for the 30 seater bus to Hale-
sowen, via Bromsgrove 
where we picked up more 
CAMRA stalwarts.
At Halesowen, we walked the 
½ mile to "The Wagon & 
Horses" on the Stourbridge 
Road, to be greeted by Jim, 
the barman, who was looking 
a bit the worse for wear. He 
apologised , saying he'd been 
up all night and was hoping 
for a bit of shuteye but our 
arrival wasn't going to help 
that desire. He also 
apologised for the Carlsberg 
tee-shirt he was wearing, 
knowing our delicate 
feelings about such symbols 
of foreign brewing domi-
nance.

QUALITY TO SUIT

To anyone who has not vis-
ited the Wagon, I would de-
scribe it as a basic local's 
pub, whose landlords have 
looked into every aspect of 
good pubmanship and have 
then done their best to offer 
quality to suit , wherever ap-
propriate. 

But first - the Beer! Thir-
teen beers were on offer, all 
were from small regional 
breweries or micro breweries 

and , of these, two were un-
known to the group and 
were , therefore, the first to 
be sampled , not least be-
cause of 
the suggestion by Don, one 
of the co-owners of the 
Waggon, to try the Millstone 
Brewery "The Millers Ale", a 
3.8% bitter, which , as a 
starter, was rated "very 
good".

I won't make a list of the 
beers available - suffice to 
say we didn't find a bad one 
amongst the eleven we tried.

EXCELLENT SNACKS

I must also mention the  ex-
cellent snacks on sale, tasty 
hand fried crisps from 
Tyrrells were enjoyed along 
with filled crusty cobs. The 
fillings included Shropshire 
Blue or Cheddar cheese, 
ham, onion and salad, in any 
combination. Especially to be 
commended was "Carl's Si-
nus Cleaner", his own - recipe 
hot mustard!

THE RETURN

We all decided that we’d 
need to come back to Hale-
sowen soon to visit the 
Somer’s Club and also the 
Hawne Tavern but we didn’t 
think we’d do them justice 
this day.

Three o'clock found us 
back at the Halesowen bus 
depot  and less than an hour 
later at Bromsgrove bus sta-
tion which, conveniently, sits 
to the rear of the "Red Lion" 
in the High Street. Very con-

venient for Travellers and 
Drinkers. and useful for trying 
up to seven more good ales.
Again, I won't list the beers 
but I , personally enjoyed 
Blackwater White Tiger, 
(4.5%), co-incidentally ,one of 
the few beers at the Wagon 
earlier that I hadn't got 
around to trying. This was 
also a new brewery to me. I 
was later told that they were 
a new local brewery. 

FAREWELL

This was my last drink of the 
trip and we said our fare-
wells, everybody having al-
ready agreed that the trip had 
been a great success. The 
beer of the day was agreed 
by the vast majority to have 
been Abbeydale Best 
Bitter (4.0%), a beer de-
scribed by some as "slightly 
Elderflower - like". The Good 
Beer Guide described it as "A 
well - rounded bitter, reddish 
in colour, not too bitter, with 
lots of aromatic hops". Hardly 
does it credit. It was obvious 
that we'd be touring again in 
the not to distant future. So , 
if you fancy coming along 
next time, and perhaps learn 
a little more about our beer 
culture, keep an eye on the 
list of Meetings & Events on 
the back page of "Pint Taken"

Trip Report

Finding the ale in Halesowen
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I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its rules.
Title: Names (s): Date of birth:

Address:

Postcode: Signature: Date:

I/We enclose remittance for (please circle):
Single :Single :Single :Single :  £16 Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  £9       

Partner atPartner atPartner atPartner at the same address the same address the same address the same address (both to qualify for under 26 or over 60) add £3

For life, concessionary & overseas rates please contact CAMRA (Tel: 01727 867201)

Kidderminster, Redditch & Bromsgrove, Worcester branches of CAMRA

Join us
We are one of the most successful consumer organisations in the country. We campaign 
to protect consumer rights, promote quality, choice and value for money and work to 
save local pubs and independent breweries. Members get our lively monthly newspaper What’s 
Brewing, free or reduced entry to all CAMRA beer festivals and discounts on publications such 
as the Good Beer Guide. Fill in the form below and send it with your cheque to CAMRA, 
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW. You may also join using a credit/debit card by 
ringing CAMRA on 01727 867201 or go to www.camra.org.uk.

And Finally...
Three Tuns up for 
sale
A late 16th century Shrop-
shire inn with a tradition for 
serving home-brewed ales is 
up for sale with offers in the 
region of £560,000 being in-
vited. The Three Tuns, Bish-
ops Castle famous for serv-
ing XXX (4.3%) is listed in the 
2004 CAMRA Good Beer 
Guide. The beer is currently 
brewed by the John Roberts 
Brewing Company, which 
owns the adjacent brewery, 
formerly part of the Three 
Tuns. It is thought to be the 
oldest Victorian tower brew-
ery in the country.

Public house:Public house:Public house:Public house: If your local is 
recommended by the Cam-
paign for Real Ale or listed in 
the Good Food or Good Pub 
Guide, add £5,000.

Churches and chapels:Churches and chapels:Churches and chapels:Churches and chapels: if it's 
medieval with a spire in a 
historic setting, add £10,000 

Schools:Schools:Schools:Schools: a good primary 
school with small class sizes 
commands up to a 10% pre-
mium and a notable grammar 
school within a half-hour 
drive a further 10% 

Community groups:Community groups:Community groups:Community groups: no finan-
cial influence, but feel-good 
factor and friendliness can 
sway a potential buyer's deci-
sion. 

Real ale is good for 
your wallet
The Sunday Times recently 
featured an article about 
house values in villages. The 
extract below implies that 
spending time in your local 
and educating the landlord 
may not be a drain on your 
wallet but may be a sound 
financial investment.

VILLAGE VALUES 

Village shop/post office: Village shop/post office: Village shop/post office: Village shop/post office: can 
add about £5,000 to the value 
of your property.

Population:Population:Population:Population: if it's fewer than 
5,000 and your village is in 
the Doomsday Book, add 
£1,000 
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Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)
Sun 28 Mar County Social - Hartlebury Royal British Legion. 12.30 

pm 
Thu 29 Apr - Stourbridge Beer Festival, Town Hall, Stourbridge.
Sat 1 May

Kidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster sub----branch (01562 8branch (01562 8branch (01562 8branch (01562 824760)24760)24760)24760)
Contact the number above for details of meetings

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)
Tue 9 Mar Branch meeting - Oddfellows, Astwood Bank (Pint 

Taken) .
Sun 14 Mar Social meeting - Navigation, Stoke Prior. 12 noon. 
Tue 20 Apr Branch meeting - Crabmill, Bromsgrove (Membership) 
Tue 11 May Branch AGM Old Cock, Droitwich 
Sun 16 May Lunchtime Social -  Visit to Tardebigge Cider. Midday. 

Booking essential

Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Tue 9 Mar Branch meeting - Plough, Deansway, Worcester.
Sat 20 Mar All day trip to Bath and surrounding areas. Leave 

Worcester 10 am. Ring 01905 426391 for details.
Tue 13 Apr Branch meeting - Brandy Cask, Pershore.
Sat 24 Apr Kempsey Crawl.  Starting at the Walter de Cantelupe, 

12 noon.
Tue 11 May AGM - Dragon, Tything, Worcester.
Sat 29 May Upton Crawl.  Starting at the White Lion Beer Festival. 

11 am.
Tue 8 Jun Branch meeting - Plough and Harrow, Guarlford Road, 

Malvern.  

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.uk

© Kidderminster / Redditch & Bromsgrove / Worcester CAMRA 2003
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