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The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter

Summer 2004

BROMSGROVE
BEER FESTIVAL
JULY 16-17

After the success of last 
year’s event, the second 
Bromsgrove beer festival will 
again be tempting beer, cider 
and perry drinkers. As last 
year, the event will be held at 
Bromsgrove Rugby Club, a 
ten minute walk from 
Bromsgrove railway station in 
Aston Fields. This year an 
additional 17 ales have been 
ordered, taking the total up to 
57 different beers and in ad-
dition, more real cider and 
perry will be on sale. As well 
as a bigger bar, the amount 
of space for drinking in will 
be much larger. Bromsgrove 
Rugby Club will be manning 
their own bar and looking 
after a variety of food stalls.  
The festival will be promoting 
the work of the National 
Blood Transfusion Service 
and so visitors will be encour-
aged to “donate a pint” by 
signing up for one of the 

blood donation sessions held 
throughout the area. A 
CAMRA shop will be selling 
lots of exciting products and 
books. The price for admis-
sion is just £2 or free for 
card-carrying CAMRA mem-
bers. A limited-edition com-
memorative glass will cost £2 
and this can be refunded, but 
remember last year’s glasses 
are now a collectors item! 
The event runs from Friday 
16th July (6 pm to 11pm) to 
Saturday 17th July (11am to 
11pm). 
For more details go to the 
festival website at 
wwwwww.ww.ww.ww.
bromsgrovebeerfestival.bromsgrovebeerfestival.bromsgrovebeerfestival.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.ukorg.ukorg.ukorg.uk

WORCESTER
BEER FESTIVAL
AUGUST 12-14

The 6th Worcester CAMRA 
Beer and Cider Festival will 
be the biggest real ale and 
cider festival for miles and it 
will be held at the Worcester 
Racecourse. Once again it 
will be part of the Worcester 
Festival. After last years over-
whelming attendance, the 
size of the event has been 
dramatically increased to sus-

tain 8000 drinkers over three 
days in a fifty percent larger 
venue, the real ale bar alone 
will be almost 300 feet long. 
There will be over 200 real 
ales and 100 ciders and per-
ries. Plus, there will be a 
range of fruit and grape 
wines available. This year the 
festival has a Celtic theme so 
as well as local beers there 
will be an emphasis on beers 
from Scotland, Ireland, Isle of 
Man and Cornwall.  There will 
also be a good selection of 
food available and entertain-
ment will be provided on the 
evenings of the 12th and 
13th, and all day on the 14th.
The festival opens at 7pm on 
Thursday 12th August and 
will cost £3 for entry. On Fri-
day 13th August it will cost 
£3 to get in between 11am 
and 5.30pm, and £5 between 
5.30pm and 11pm. On Satur-
day 14th August entry will be 
£3 between 11am and 11pm. 

Continued on Page 2

County Beer Festivals

More choice 
More beer
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can be found on the B4202 
near Abberley. The event will 
feature at least 60 real ales 
plus a selection of cider, 
perry and wine. Food will be 
available along with a mar-
quee with live music. Camp-
ing facilities are available. For 
more details ring 01299 
896677.

RED LION, BROMSGROVE

The  Redditch and 
Bromsgrove CAMRA pub of
the year will be holding a 
beer festival featuring 12 
beers and 2 ciders. Dates are 
Thu 1st July (opens 7pm), Fri 
2nd July (Opens 7pm) and 
Sat 3rd July (all day).

DODFORD INN, DODFORD

This established beer festival 
will be open from Fri 9th July 
(12-11pm), Sat 10th (12-
11pm) and Sun 11th (12 till 
the beer runs out) and will 
feature 42 beers and 12 ci-
ders. Entrance is free though 
there will be a charge for car 
parking and for entry to the 
live music tent. Other attrac-
tions include a barbeque and 
bouncy castle!

FOX, 
HANLEY BROADHEATH

The Fox at Hanley Broad-
heath is having a “Foxstock” 
festival featuring 35 real ales, 
ciders and perries along with 
live music, thai food and a 
barbeque. Camping will be 
available. The event will run 
from Fri 6th to Sun 8th Au-
gust. The Fox lies  on the 
B4202 between Tenbury 
Wells and Upper Sapey. For 
more details ring 01886 853 
189 .

Continued from Page 1

CAMRA members (with 
membership card) will be 
charged £1 at all sessions. 
Admission includes a souve-
nir glass and programme. 
Tickets can be purchased in 
advance, and are advised for 
the Friday evening session, 
from the Worcester Festival 
box office on 01905 611427.
Any CAMRA members that 

would like to get involved in 
the fun of setting up a festi-
val, including venting, tapping 
and sampling; should use the 
form on the festival website 
or phone 07712 792000.
More details can be found at 
www.worcesterbeerfest.org.www.worcesterbeerfest.org.www.worcesterbeerfest.org.www.worcesterbeerfest.org.
uk.uk.uk.uk.

WOLVERHAMPTON 
JUNE 3-5 

Run by Wolverhampton 
CAMRA and held in the Wul-
fun Hall, this long-standing 
festival will feature over a 
hundred cask ales and cider. 
Opening hours are Thu (5-
11pm), Fri (12-11pm) and Sat 
(12-11pm). 

There are also many non-
CAMRA festivals as well as 
CAMRA festivals being held 
in the region.

LITTLE LARK, STUDLEY

This Good Beer Guide listed 
Pub will be holding a beer 
festival between 4th and 5th 
June.  Around 15 beers will 
be featured.

BELL, PENSAX

The West Midlands Regional 
Pub of the Year will be hold-
ing a beer festival on June 
25th, 26th & 27th. The Bell 

ST GEORGES HALL, 
BEWDLEY

This is the sixth year that the 
August bank holiday week-
end festival has been run-
ning. The event will feature at 
least forty real ales plus ten 
ciders. Anyone who travels to 
Bewdley on the Severn Valley 
railway and produces their 
train ticket will get half price 
entry to the beer fest. Open-
ing hours are Fri 27th Aug 
(12pm-11pm),  Sat 28th Aug 
(11am-11pm),  Sun 29th Aug 
(12pm - 10.30pm) and Mon 
30th Aug (12pm - 10.30pm 
subject to licence) 
There will be  live music on 
the Friday night. For more 
details including a live web-
cam go to www.
bewdleybeerfestival.
co.uk

21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY

2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open: Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

Find us on the No. 9 bus route

EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALES

into
HALESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSES
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A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan 
Cow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. 

Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it 
runs out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B road-d-d-d-

lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the 
popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

‘Outside Beer Quad’ ~ Sunday Night Quiz ~ Lunch Time 
Menu (12 noon – 2pm)

V isit us …  for a real traditional English Pub ex perience

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105

Festival report
Stourbridge Beer Festival 
held at Stourbridge Town Hall 
over the May Day Bank Holi-
day weekend was the 7th 
Stourbridge Festival organ-
ised by the Stourbridge & 
Kidderminster Branch and it 
was reckoned to be the best 
and most successful. 
     82 casks of beer and 11 
ciders and perries were 
served with nothing left but 
the odd pint in about half a 
dozen casks – much to the 
disappointment of the 10 
local branch members who 
turned up on Sunday morning 
for ‘put down’ with hopes of 
a few left overs. Cannon Roy-
all’s Good Old Gord was 
voted Beer of the Festival by 
festival goers with Hawk-
shead’s Hawkshead Bitter 
and Olde Swan’s Bumble 
Hole in equal second place.  
The Festival also played host 
to the West Midlands Best 
Bitter of the Year competi-
tion. A Regional tasting panel 
adjudged Olde Swan’s Entire 
the winner with Hobson’s 
Town Crier second and Wye 
Valley’s Butty Bach third.
The feedback from those 

who attended was very posi-
tive with particular praise for 
the selection and condition of 
the beers as well as the or-
ganisation, layout and 
friendly staff. The local 
branch would like to thank 
volunteers from branches 
who gave of their time will-
ingly and generously to help 
staff the Festival. Roll on 
Bromsgrove and Worcester 
festivals.
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The DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INN
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)

Carol 
welcomes 
you to...

Four Real Ales, Ten Real ciders & Real Home Cooked Food in 
over eight acres of beautiful countryside.

Live music featured regularly.  
Please telephone for details.

Ramblers welcome

Beer Festival -  Fri July 9th to Sun July 11th
Over 50 real ales and ciders

New beers 
from 
county 
brewers
TEME VALLEY BRWERY

Graham Stanley, the assistant 
brewer at Teme Valley Brew-
ery, has been with the brew-
ery for twelve months. A spe-
cial beer has been brewed to 
celebrate the event . Called 
"12 Months With Good Beer-
haviour" it is a honey col-
oured, 4.5% best bitter with a 
good floral hop aroma and 
the taste of local honey. 
In addition look out for 

Hearthwarmer, a 6% bottle 
conditioned beer which will 
be available in Tesco shops 
"locally".  Whether this means 
Worcestershire or the Mid-
lands is uncertain however. 
This is the beer formerly 
known as “Wass Ale”. 

CANNON ROYALL 
BREWERY

Cannon Royall Brewery boss 
Jim Wonders has continued 
to brew a number of sea-
sonal brews including a stout 
but Good Old Gord was 
something special. Brewed 
to commemorate a recently 
departed regular at the Fruit-
erer’s Arms, Cannon Royall’s 
tap house.

WEATHEROAK BREWERY

Finally, Dave Smith from 
Weatheroak Brewery has felt 
the need to brew a dark ale 
by brewing a fine and whole-
some stout ale entitled 
“Mis-stout”.
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Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales from 
the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 
& AWARD WINNER

A CAMRA lunchtime social at 
Hartlebury Sports and Social 
Club (formerly the British 
Legion) turned out to be a 
lesson in what can be done 
to promote Real Ale and 
rejuvenate a Club.

NEW BUILDING

Five years ago, a new 
committee decided to loosen 
ties with M&B and install no 
less than five cask beers. 
Since the inception of the 
new committee, and thanks 
to a lot of hard work, the club 
has been totally rebuilt in-
cluding a decked terrace with 
a superb view over open 
countryside which gives the 
most impressive sunsets. 
There is a good value menu, 

which includes vegetarian 
dishes and barbecues during 
the summer months.

BEERS

The beer menu consists of 
Cannon Royall’s (situated just 
up the road), Fruiterer’s Mild, 
King’s Shilling and Muzzle 
Loader, Greene King Abbot 
Ale and a guest which on our 
visit was Abbeydale Belfry. 
Every one agreed that the 
quality of all was excellent.

WHOSE BRANCH?

The only challenging part of 
the day being was working 
out in which branch the club 
belonged. Despite a good 
turn out of members from 
Kidderminster and Stour-
bridge branch, Redditch and 

Happy in Hartlebury 
Bromsgrove 
branch and 
also Cannon Royall Brewer, 
Jim Wonders; the club was 
actually found to lie in the 
Worcester branch area!
Unfortunately John the 

Steward was ill with Sheila 
his wife standing in for him 
supported by committee 
members. May we take this 
opportunity to wish John a 
speedy recovery and thank 
him for inviting us to 
Hartlebury. Visitors to the 
club are welcome (take a 
CAMRA membership card or 
copy of Pint Taken). The club 
can be found in Millridge 
Way, Waresley, Hartebury, 
DY11 7LD. Telephone: 01299 
250 252.
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Great British Beer Festival 2004

Discover the Magnificent 
700 at GBBF

The Fox at Hanley Broadheath Presents….The Fox at Hanley Broadheath Presents….The Fox at Hanley Broadheath Presents….The Fox at Hanley Broadheath Presents….

A Beer, Cider and Music Festival!A Beer, Cider and Music Festival!A Beer, Cider and Music Festival!A Beer, Cider and Music Festival!
Fri 6Fri 6Fri 6Fri 6thththth –––– Sun 8 Sun 8 Sun 8 Sun 8thththth August August August August

Live Music; Deepellum Live Music; Deepellum Live Music; Deepellum Live Music; Deepellum –––– Hagglebag Hagglebag Hagglebag Hagglebag –––– Idle Time   Idle Time   Idle Time   Idle Time  
---- Ocean Tonic  Ocean Tonic  Ocean Tonic  Ocean Tonic –––– The Whisky Bandits  The Whisky Bandits  The Whisky Bandits  The Whisky Bandits ----

Over 35 Real Ales, Perrys and CidersOver 35 Real Ales, Perrys and CidersOver 35 Real Ales, Perrys and CidersOver 35 Real Ales, Perrys and Ciders

Authentic Thai and Barbecue Authentic Thai and Barbecue Authentic Thai and Barbecue Authentic Thai and Barbecue Food AvailableFood AvailableFood AvailableFood Available

Camping (with Breakfast Catering) AvailableCamping (with Breakfast Catering) AvailableCamping (with Breakfast Catering) AvailableCamping (with Breakfast Catering) Available

Raising Money For The County Air Ambulance and the Scout MovementRaising Money For The County Air Ambulance and the Scout MovementRaising Money For The County Air Ambulance and the Scout MovementRaising Money For The County Air Ambulance and the Scout Movement

The Fox at Hanley Broadheath is featured in both the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 
2004 and the Real Ale Pub Guide 2004. Situated on the B4202 between 
Tenbury Wells and Upper Sapey (6 miles from Gt Witley on the B4203). 

For directions or any other information, please call 01886 853 189 
or e-mail timatthefox@hotmail.com

Held at London Olympia 
every year, the Great British 
Beer Festival is Britain's big-
gest beer festival and has 
much to offer you with a 
choice of real ales, ciders, 
perries. Why not catch up 
with friends or unwind after 
work with a good quality 
pint? There is also live enter-
tainment and music, tradi-
tional pub games and a fine 
selection of food including 
many pub favourites. Drop in 
and enjoy all the fun at the 
Great British Beer Festival 
from 3rd to the 7th August.

WHAT A CHOICE!

The festival brings together 
the widest beer range from 
around the country with a 
handpicked selection of over 
700 real ales, ciders and per-
ries. Our enthusiastic bar 
staff are also happy to advise 
you on the wide ranging in-
ternational choice of beers 
and real lagers from all 
around the world. Cider drink-
ers will find a wide choice of 
real ciders on offer at the 
Real Cider and Perry Bar and 
there is also a large range of 
bottled real ales for you to 
enjoy at the Bottled Beer Bar. 

DISCOUNTS

Not only is a trip to the Great 
British Beer Festival an enjoy-
able day out, if you book your 
tickets in advance you can 
save money. Book your ticket 
by 23d July and receive a £1 
discount on all single session 

tickets. If you are a CAMRA 
member you will also receive 
an additional discount.
CAMRA welcomes families 
to the festival and provides a 
Family Room with entertain-
ers until 9pm every night. 
Children must be supervised 
by a family member at all 
times and under 18s must 
remain within the Family 
Room.
For further information, 
please visit the festival web-
site www.gbbf.org.uk or 
telephone CAMRA on 01727 
867201.

OPENING TIMES

The Great British Beer Festi-

val is open every day from 
Tuesday 3rd August to Satur-
day 7th August and full de-
tails of opening times, prices 
and live music can be found 
at www.gbbf.org.uk or on our 
Information Line 0900 525 
2525 (calls to this number 
cost 60p per minute). Tickets 
can be booked online or by 
telephoning 01727 867201. 
Remember to leave your car 
at home as London Olympia 
is easily reached by public 
transport.
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The Bell at Pensax
Beer Festival
Near Abberley on the B4202

West Midlands Region Pub of the Year 2003West Midlands Region Pub of the Year 2003West Midlands Region Pub of the Year 2003West Midlands Region Pub of the Year 2003

June 25th, 26th, June 25th, 26th, June 25th, 26th, June 25th, 26th, 27th27th27th27th

At least 60 real ales 
plus cider, perry and wine. 

Food available.  

Marquee with live music 
& camping available

PhonPhonPhonPhone 01299 896677e 01299 896677e 01299 896677e 01299 896677

BELL
ALDWORTH, HANTS

As timeless, classic pubs go, 
the Bell is really one of the 
best. Listed in the inventory 
of historic pub interiors, this 
is a delightful country inn. 
The building is a former 
manor hall and dates from 
the 1400’s. A number of com-
fortable and historic rooms 
are served by a tiny central 
bar which serves four beers 
from Arkells, West Berkshire 
and other independent brew-
eries, all of which are in su-
perb condition. Of particular 
note is a 300 year old, one-
handed, clock in the tap 
room. The pub is a CAMRA 

Pubs across the country which have that something special

Little Gems

It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….

Good Beer Guide regular and 
has been run by the same 
family since 1830. Excellent 
food is available lunchtimes 
and evenings. Aldworth lies 
equidistant between the A34, 
M4 and A417 not far from 
Goring on Thames. The Bell 
is a quiet, relaxing place to 
enjoy a good pint and put the 
cares of the 21st Century 
behind you. A visit is highly 
recommended.

Ale Trail 
Winners
The Real Ale Pub trail organ-
ised earlier in the year by 
Redditch & Bromsgrove 
CAMRA for National Pubs 
Week  has been a fantastic 
success. Forty pub crawlers 
completed the trail and re-
ceived a limited edition T-
Shirt. The response was ex-
cellent, with a lot of the ale 
trailers saying how much 
they enjoyed finding such 
great pubs in the area. Many 
of the participants said that 
they had discovered some 
great places to drink and 
would be returning to them 
on a regular basis. 

RE-RUN FOR 2005

The event will almost cer-
tainly be run again next year, 
so watch Pint Taken for more 
details. Congratulations to 
everyone who took part, es-
pecially to Corrina Burge 
from Northfield, Birmingham 
who won the special prize 
draw for four free pints. 
Thanks go to the participating  
pubs and sponsors of the 
event, Cannon Royall and 
Weatheroak Breweries.
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30-8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

Nobody with a soul would 
deny that England’s tradi-
tional cider apple and perry 
pear orchards – or what little 
is left of them – are a cultural 
and environmental treasure.

WILDLIFE HAVEN

Not only do they make a 
huge contribution to the char-
acter of much of the West 
and South-West of England, 
they are also havens for 
birds, small mammals, rare 
insects and flowers and even 
fungi. And of course they 
also constitute a national res-
ervoir of historic and endan-
gered strains of cider apple 
and perry pear.
To wake up one day, there-

fore, and find that their own-
ers are being offered a gov-
ernment bribe of up to £340 
per hectare per year to grub 
them up would be both in-
credible and infuriating.

SUBSIDIES

Of course, the European Un-
ion is quite right to seek a 
replacement for the tangle of 
subsidies paid under the dis-
credited Common Agricul-
tural Policy. But to structure 
the new flat payment so that 
landowners are induced to 
destroy the rare and the 
beautiful and replace it – pre-
sumably – with yet more 
square miles of wheat prairie 
would be, quite simply, stark 
staring raving bonkers.

THINGS NOT AS BAD 
AS THEY SEEM

Fortunately, things aren’t 

quite as bad as ill-informed 
media reporting has made 
them seem.
Britain’s own Department 

of Rural Affairs, DEFRA, 
which is charged with imple-
menting the CAP reforms, 
has not actually clarified its 
interpretation of the new re-
gime yet, and there is every 
reason to suppose that com-
mon sense will prevail. What 
CAMRA and the National As-
sociation of Cidermakers – as 
well as many other well-
represented rural lobby 
groups – have good reason to 
hope is that traditional stan-
dard orchards, especially 
those in dual use, will be 
classified as farmland and 

there-
fore be 
eligible 
for the 
subsidy.

CLEAR MESSAGE

So CAMRA's message to the 
traditional cider apple grow-
ers is: Don’t lay out your 
money on hiring the men 
with the JCBs to come and 
clear the land just yet. Not 
only is grubbing up trees a 
costly business at some 
£1,300 per hectare, accord-
ing to DEFRA estimates; it 
probably won’t earn you an 
extra penny in subsidies 
you’re not already entitled to.

New Payments Could Be Good News For Orchards 

Cider/Perry threat or not?
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Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black Sheepheepheepheep,,,,
Ansells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells Bitter plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DYNr Belbroughton DY9 0BW9 0BW9 0BW9 0BW

01562 73025501562 73025501562 73025501562 730255

The Salmon’s LeapThe Salmon’s Leap

Free HouseFree House

Severn Street, Worcester WR1 2NDSevern Street, Worcester WR1 2NDSevern Street, Worcester WR1 2NDSevern Street, Worcester WR1 2ND

Telephone 01905 726260

In the heart of the Faithful city.
Opposite the Royal Worcester porcelain factory and only two minutes 
walk from the river, cathedral and Commandery civil war museum.

� Many beers from local micros

Home cooked food served all day

� Up to five real ales on tap

� CAMRA Good Beer Guide listed

beer
garden

enclosed children’s play area 
with bouncy castle

big 
screen
Sky TV

Two-pint carry home containers available
Come and enjoy summer with us!

Good News 
for Small 
Breweries 
CAMRA praised the Chancel-
lor for responding to its calls 
for an increase of the thresh-
old in this year's Budget.
The introduction in 2002 of 
small breweries' relief for 
companies brewing up to 
30,000 hectolitres has been 
enormously successful. Mike 
Benner said, "This is excellent 
news for medium-sized brew-
ers, who struggle to compete 
in a market dominated by 
huge global brewers. The 
increase will cost the Treas-
ury little, but will enable eligi-
ble brewers to invest in their 
businesses making them 
more competitive and in-
creasing their access to mar-
ket."

PARLIAMENTARIAN OF 
THE YEAR 

CAMRA asked the Chancellor 
to increase the threshold for 
small breweries' relief to the 
EU permitted maximum of 
200,000 hectolitres which 
would have stimulated the 
beer market even further.
Mike Benner added, "A dou-
bling of the threshold is very 
positive and we'll continue to 
push Mr. Brown to extend 
the scheme further to include 
most of Britain's independent 
breweries."
CAMRA named Gordon 
Brown as its Parliamentarian 
of the Year earlier this month 
for the introduction of small 
breweries relief in the 2002 
Budget. 



10

73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA 
Pub of the Year 2003

Cask Marque accredited

Up to seven real ales changing daily

Wednesday night quiz 

Lunchtime bar snacks

Car Park

Beer Festival 1st - 3rd July

The little pub with the big welcome

FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in 
this cosy tradit ional canal-side 
pub.  Home cooked meals and 

bar snacks served daily.  
Real ale available

CAMRA 
Redditch & Bromsgrove

‘Pub of the Season’ 
Winter 2002

Find us ‘canal-side’ on the 
Worcester &
Birmingham 
Canal.

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

The last edition of Pint Taken 
featured The Deddington 
Arms Hotel and this time we 
have an opportunity to look at 
a sister establishment in the 
White Hart at Dorchester on White Hart at Dorchester on White Hart at Dorchester on White Hart at Dorchester on 
ThamesThamesThamesThames.
The inn is very old but 

modern facilities have been 
tastefully introduced preserv-
ing much of the original char-
acter. There are 28 rooms 
including 3 suites and an ex-
cellent 2-rosette restaurant 
serving some very special 
food. There is a good-sized 
car park at the rear. The large 
stone flagged bar, with 
wooden tables and chairs, is 
popular with locals and visi-
tors alike and is very welcom-

ing. Before you enter the bar 
there is a comfortable lounge 
and this is decorated with 
pictures and several interest-
ing antique guns. At the other 
end of the bar there is a din-
ing annex, where good pub 
food is served. The well kept 
beers are Caledonian Deuch-
ers IPA, Tetley Bitter and 
Wadworth 6X.

MORE PUBS

Dorchester is an unspoilt vil-
lage, which has a well pre-
served abbey, and is situated 
at the conjunction of the riv-
ers Thames and Thame. 
There are many beautiful 
walks in the area. There are 
three other pubs in the vil-

lage, including the Good Beer 
Guide listed Chequers  Chequers  Chequers  Chequers which 
serves Courage, Hook Norton 
and Wadworth beers.

WALLINGFORD

Nearby Wallingford is a pleas-
ant little town with a good 
selection of ethnic restau-
rants if you want a change 
and another Good Beer Guide 
pub in the Cross KeysCross KeysCross KeysCross Keys featur-
ing Breakspear (now brewed 
by Burtonwood in Warrington 
Cheshire, since the Henley 
brewery was closed down) 
ales. Didcot steam railway 
centre is not far and there are 
many more attractive pubs in 
the area.

South Oxfordshire Pub Report

Thames Tipples
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strength to strength. Now 
featuring locally brewed 
Weatheroak Tillerman’s 
Tipple along with a guest 
beer from an independent 
microbrewery, the canalside 
pub will be open for the first 
time on Tuesdays (12-2, 7-11) 
and Wednesdays (12-3 7-11). 
In addition the Good Beer 
Guide listed pub is to host a 
beer festival later in the year. 
More details on the event 
which will run from the 12-
14th November in the next 
issue on Pint Taken.  

• It is hoped that the 
reopening of the famous Live 
and Let Live in Bringsty 
Common, Herefordshire will 
happen this summer. The 
200 year old pub was 
originally expected to open 
earlier in the year. 

• Northumberland Brewery 
have announced the 
availability of a new ale called
"Highway Robbery". This 
follows a couple of chance 
encounters between Dave
Roberts, the brewery boss, 
and speed cameras.
Dave said: "This is my small 
protest against unnecessary 
and unwanted road
side mugging machines."
The pump crest shows a 
speed camera in Dick Turpin 
guise complete with eye
patch and 
twin 
pistols. 

the ground floor with the 
upper floors being converted 
in to flats. It is hoped that 
work might start next year. 

• Congratulations to 
Herefordshire CAMRA who’s 
county guide is the best local 
guide in the country. The 
branch were presented the 
award at the CAMRA 
National Members Weekend 
in Southport. The guide was 
so popular it has sold out! 

• The Gay Dog at Baughton 
has closed and reopened as 
the Dog. No further details 
are available so we don’t 
know whether the pub is less 
happy than previously.

• The Green Dragon at 
Sambourne has replaced 
Draught Bass with a 
changing guest ale. Each ale 
will be available for about 
two weeks. Recently spotted 
have been York Guzzler and   
Olde Trip from Hardys and 
Hansons. The beers are from 
the Finest Cask selection. 
The two other beers on 
draught are Brew XI and 
Hobsons Bitter.

• Another pub to replace 
Draught Bass is the Why Not 
near Astwood Bank. They 
now have Adnams Bitter, 
Hook Norton Old Hooky and 
Wadworth 6X.

• Real ale at the Weighbridge  
in Alvechurch is going from 

• The Society of Independent 
Brewers (SIBA) will be 
holding a beer festival at the 
Barrels in Hereford over the 
August bank holiday 
weekend.

• Regular readers of Pint 
Taken will remember an 
article about the problems 
faced by rural pubs making 
ends meet in the current 
climate. One pub mentioned 
in that article as being under 
possible threat of closure, 
the Royal Forester near 
Kidderminster, has recently 
been granted planning 
permission to extend the pub 
and to also provide bed and 
breakfast accommodation. 
Hopefully if these plans come 
to fruition the pub will have a 
sound viable future.

• The Turks Head in Alcester 
has three regular real ales 
and these are Hook Norton 
Bitter, Timothy Taylor 
Landlord and Wye Valley 
Hereford Pale Ale. They also 
sell a Czech premium lager in 
Pilsner Urquell at 4.4% ABV 
and Erdinger, a German 
wheat beer at 5. 3% ABV.

• Plans to re-open the 
Tontine in Stourport have 
taken another step forward. 
The pub which has been shut 
for some years is included in 
British Waterways plans for 
the regeneration of the canal 
basins in Stourport. It is likely 
that the pub will re-open on 

Quick Halves
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WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%

Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%

& Seasonal Special

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Old Hookey

Old Speckled Hen
Blacksheep

& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service

Tel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Large Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and Patio
All Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to Availability

Pub Awards
Kidderminster Pub 
of the Year
Kidderminster sub-branch 
have again chosen the Bell at 
Pensax as their pub of the 
year. Currently the West Mid-
lands area pub of the year 
2003, the Bell will now go 
head to head with the Dragon 
in Worcester, the Red Lion in 
Bromsgrove and the Barrels 
in Hereford to see which will 
be awarded the accolade of 
Area Pub of the Year. Good 
luck to all those who run 
these pubs for the competi-
tion, the result of which will 
be in the next edition of Pint 
Taken.

Redditch & 
Bromsgrove Pub of 
the Season
Congratulation to Steps Bar, 
Headless Cross, Redditch, 
which has been awarded 
Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA Spring Pub of the 
Season. The pub serves 
Hobsons Town Crier along 
with two guest ales. Run by 
Kerry and Nigel Williams 
along with Simon Madeley, 
Steps is a welcome, real ale 
oasis in the beer desert of 
Redditch. The award was 
presented to licensees, Kerry 
& Nigel Williams and Simon 
Madeley in May.

Sunday Markets - 13th June, 11 July
Brewery tours by arrangement.

Having a party?  Why not order direct from the brewery?

Six bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now availableSix bottle conditioned beers now available

Seasonal beer June/JulySeasonal beer June/JulySeasonal beer June/JulySeasonal beer June/July

Just off the A44 
between 

Worcester and 
Bromyard

3.7% ABV
Virtues of an easy 

drinking light ale with 
vivid hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by 
hops, one for the 

connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases 

delicate 
Goldings fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH
01886 821235

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Dark Stranger (4.4%)
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6TH ANNUAL

27th – 30th AUGUST 2004

ST. GEORGE’S HALL 
OFF LOAD STREET CAR PARK

BEWDLEY, WORCS.

FEATURING AT LEAST 
FORTY REAL ALES 

PLUS CIDERS 

WWW.BEWDLEYBEERFESTIVAL.CO.UK

CENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGION
“FREEHOUSE”

PUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEAR

HEADLESS CROSS,    REDDITCH

01527 550448

Three guest beers usually sourced from 
local independent breweries

Inquiry 
into 
Pubcos 
The Trade and Industry 
Commons select committee 
has launched an inquiry into 
the relationship between pub 
owning companies and their 
tenants. CAMRA’s concern is 
that pubcos restrict beer 
choice by only allowing their 
tenants access to a small
number of national beer 
brands. Pub companies now 
own over fifty percent of 
Britain’s pubs and the top 
four pubcos control one in 
three of Britain pubs.

Smoke in 
Pubs
CAMRA has thrown it’s 
weight behind an industry-led 
Charter for Smoking in Public 
Places. Mike Benner from 
CAMRA said, "I think the key 
issue for pub customers, 
both smokers and non-smok-
ers, is comfort. No one likes 
to sit in a smoke-filled back 
bar with their eyes stinging 
and their throats burning. 
The Charter offers a solu-

tion to this problem. It en-
courages good practice 
through smoke-free areas 
and rooms and improved 
ventilation and extraction fa-
cilities."
His advice to consumers is to 
look out for the Charter signs 
outside pubs, so they know 
what the smoking policy is 
within. 
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With summer upon us, there 
are a number of superb local 
Beer Festivals to look forward 
to. By the time you read this, 
the Stourbridge Festival will 
have come and gone. One 
question that we frequently 
get asked is ‘How do you 
decide which beers to put 
on?’ At Kidderminster, which, 
with its Stourbridge parent 
branch, organises the Stour-
bridge Festival this is how it 
works.

WHY ME?      

One person is nominated to 
draw up a list for the Festival 
committee to – hopefully -
agree with. Having volun-
teered once, long ago I al-
ways end up with the job, 
despite the fact that one fes-
tival regular virtually refused 
to ever attend another Festi-
val when he realised the beer 
list had been compiled by a 
woman! The list for this 
year’s festival was compiled 
with the best of intentions 
but in the knowledge that 
you can’t satisfy everyone. 
However, more thought goes 
into such lists than might, at 
first glance, be realised.
I always aim to have about 

20% of our beers from the 
West Midlands region. Not 
only does this enable us to 
support and showcase excel-
lent, local breweries but it 
also ensures that there is a 
difference in attending a Beer 
Festival in this area rather 
than one in, say the South -

East or North - West. As part 
of this aim, the Festival 
played host to the annual 
competition to judge the 
West Midlands’ Best Bitters.
After the local beers comes 

the balance of the list. 
CAMRA divides real ales into 
a variety of categories – Dark 
& Light Milds, Bitters, Best 
Bitters, Strong Bitters, Old 
Ales & Strong Milds, Porters 
& Stouts, Barley Wines and 
Speciality Beers. Obviously, 
holding a beer festival at the 
end of April precluded the 
inclusion of Barley Wines, 
which simply aren’t brewed 
at that time of year, but the 
aim was to have at least four 
beers from all other catego-
ries.

COMMENT SHEETS

We are often asked why 
there are not more Milds, 
Stouts and Porters. The rea-
son for this is simple eco-
nomics. Contrary to some 
beliefs, we do have to pay for 
the beers we sell, the hire of 
the stillaging and the hire of 
the town hall. Obviously, we 
can only meet our overheads 
by selling the beer so we 
have to have beers that sell. 
The experience of running 
Beer Festivals for a number 
of years – the Stourbridge 
Festival is now in its seventh 
year – has taught us what 
sells and what doesn’t. Milds 
and Stouts and Porters have 
loyal followings but not 
enough to merit getting more 

in; it is they that 
tend to be left on the Sunday 
for weary volunteers to take 
home to accompany their 
Sunday lunches!

VARIETY

Generally, Festival goers 
want to try a large number of 
different ales – and still be 
able to stand up at the end of 
the session - hence the inclu-
sion of so many Bitters and 
Best Bitters. However, the 
aim is to include a variety of 
light, dark, hoppy, malty, 
sweet beers and such like as 
well as beers from breweries 
across the whole  of the UK.  
We try to include beers from 
breweries old and new, new
or different beers from brew-
eries whose beers have sold 
well in previous years and 
which always arrive in good 
condition. Where possible, 
the wish is to get hold of sea-
sonal or special brews and, 
of course, the reigning Cham-
pion Beer of Britain – in this 
year’s case it was Harvie-
stoun’s Bitter & Twisted.

PLENTY TO TRY

Trying to get every beer we 
want is an inexact science, 
we are at the mercy of both 
brewers and suppliers – most 
of whom are very helpful –
but we have to have what is 
available. Apologies therefore 
if your favourite beer wasn’t 
there but there should have 
been plenty more for you to 
try.

Compiling a Beer List by Gill Waller

It’s not all fun you know!
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The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Enville ale & 

Theakstons Best Bitter plus an 
ever changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

Do you go to a club that 
serves Real Ale? If so, 
CAMRA member, Doug Rob-
inson would like to hear from 
you.
Clubs like Hartlebury Hartlebury Hartlebury Hartlebury 

Sports and Social ClubSports and Social ClubSports and Social ClubSports and Social Club sell 
two regular ales, plus two 
guest ales. This club has sold 
over a 150 cask ales in the 
last 18 months. If you show a 
CAMRA Membership card or 
copy of Pint Taken you will 
get in.
Astwood Bank Club Astwood Bank Club Astwood Bank Club Astwood Bank Club has 

two regular ales plus one 
guest. It  held it’s first Beer 
Festival in May with ten 
beers. Again it is a  private 
club but visitors are wel-
come.
Studley Cricket ClubStudley Cricket ClubStudley Cricket ClubStudley Cricket Club are 

The close knit village of Bret-
forton near Evesham came 
into its own in late February, 
the moment fire was discov-
ered at the Fleece, Bretfor-
ton. Licensee Nigel Smith 
wishes to thank them all, 
along with his staff, friends 
and all the emergency ser-
vices who attended the 
scene. The historic pub has 
been featured in many televi-
sion programmes,  period 
drama adaptations and is 
also a long standing Good 
Beer Guide entry.

WHERE IT STARTED

The fire is believed to have 
started in the chimney in the 

“Dug Out” room, famous for 
its unusual 18th century cof-
fin like dough table. The heat 
quickly meant the adjoining 
thatched roof of the toilet 
and cellar block caught fire 
which then ripped through 
the ceiling timbers and the 
first floor. Miraculously how-
ever, much of the downstairs 
of the pub is salvageable. As 
for the furniture and world 
famous Pewter collection, 
this was all rescued from the 
fire by villagers along with 
the majority of antique tables, 
chairs, settles, cheese 
moulds, candlesticks and 
antiques which so famously 
adorn the building. 

RESTORATION

The main impact of the fire 
focused on the thatched toi-
let block and adjoining cellar 
and “Dug Out” room which 
will all be rebuilt. On initial 
inspection, the walls seem as 
solid as the day they were 
erected some 600 years ago 
and aside from a little smoke 
damage, the Brew House, 
Bar area and Pewter Room 
remain intact. The National 
Trust, which owns the build-
ing is heavily involved in the 
restoration processes and is 
committed to a full restora-
tion of the Fleece.
For the latest news go to 
www.thefleeceinn.co.uk.

Historic Worcestershire Pub Gutted

Fire at the Fleece

now also selling Real Ale -
Enville Ale plus one guest . 

The most famous club in 
the area in terms of serving 
cask ale is SoSoSoSomer’s Sports mer’s Sports mer’s Sports mer’s Sports 
and Social Club and Social Club and Social Club and Social Club which was 
presented a special order of 
merit from all the branches of 
CAMRA in the region in May. 
With no less than eight real 
ales, this Halesowen club has 
won CAMRA’s national club 
of the year award a number 
of times.

INFO WANTED

So if you know of any more 
clubs in the area that care 
about cask ales contact Doug 
Robinson at 192 Exhall Close, 
Church Hill, Redditch, 
B98 9JA.

Club Scene
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Up to 7 real ales 
available

all year round
including stoutsstoutsstoutsstouts
and portersportersportersporters
plus traditional

cider or perry.
A genuine 

free house.
51 The Tything, Worcester. 

Tel: 01905 25845

The 
Dragon 
Inn

Worcester’s premier ale haven

BRIDGE, TOPSHAM

The Summer issue of Pint 
Taken left Doug about to 
leave the Bridge at Topsham.
Before moving on, we no-

ticed the garlands of tatty 
union jacks strung across the 
ceiling of the snug. We said 
to the Landlord that they 
looked as though they'd been 
there since the Coronation 
and he said, "Yes, My Grand-
mother put them up for the 
Coronation of Edward VII in 
1901!".
It's also of interest that, 

during the recent Jubilee Pro-
vincial tour, Her Majesty vis-
ited the Bridge. We wonder 
what she made of the place?

MILDMAY COLOURS, 
HOLBERTON

Holberton, on the River Erme 
is a pretty place, it has re-
cently been nominated a re-
gional winner in the Rural 
Villages of Devon contest. 
There were several stronger 
beers on offer here including 
Skinner's Jingle Knockers 
(5.5%) & Ring Of Bells 
(Launceston) Santa's Boars 
(5.5%), but the most interest-
ing, and the one we stuck 
with, was "Mildmay Col-
ours" (3.8%),  brewed for the 
pub by Skinners of Truro, to 
the pub's own recipe. Worthy 
of note here was that most of  
the local youth / student cus-
tomers that night seemed to 
favour the Mildmay 
house brew over 
the lager. 

HAWKINS ARMS, ZELAH

Lunchtime found us in the 
village of Zelah (pronounced 
Zeelah here) and, sitting 
on the old A30, was the Haw-
kins Arms, a typical Cornish 
pub,  the only tied house of 
the Doghouse Brewery, of 
Redruth. While there, we 
were introduced to the co-
owner and brewer, Steve 
Willmott, who gave us a pot-
ted history of the brewery 
and the pub and also re-
vealed that he was the editor 
of the Cornish Real Ale maga-
zine, the "Pint 'n Ale". More 
lovely beers were available 
including Cornish Corgi 
(4.5%), Bow Wow (5.0%) and 
Dogfight (4.7%), our favourite 
of the day.

BLUE ANCHOR, HELSTON

As most Cornwall addicts 
know, the Blue Anchor is 
unique, not only in Cornwall, 
but in Great Britain, being the 
only brewery to be able to 
trace it's brewing history back 
to the 15th Century. This 
wonderful ale house, is in a 
street of 18 /19th Century  
buildings. The "Blue" as it's 
known is only half height of 
its neighbours and also rather 
uniquely it has a thatched 
roof. Note the river actually 
running down the gutter out-
side the front door.
Spingo beers, as they're 
known, are strong. The Mid-
dle, or normal bitter is 5.1%. 
Others are stronger. Middle 
is a very deceptive copper 
red beer. No serious hint of 

strength is detectable. The 
Special is a magnificent 
7.5%, but tasted much less 
strong. Very Dangerous!

JOURNEY’S END

And so our journey con-
cluded the following morn-
ing, January 1st. A unique 
New Year to go with a unique 
pub ending three of the nic-
est days of our lives, certainly 
for this time of the year. Pubs 
chosen at random from the 
Good Beer Guide were all 
worth visiting and dinnertime 
stops were all highly recom-
mended. Oh I nearly forgot, 
all that top quality ale meant 
that we didn’t have the slight-
est hangover.

Doug Fitton takes a journey to Dorset, Devon and Cornwall 

A West Country Sojourn - Part 2
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ROYAL OAK, CATSHILL

In terms of beer, there isn’t a 
lot of variety in the village of 
Catshill, which lies to the 
north of Bromsgrove. 
Neighbouring Dodford and 
Bournheath do much better. 
One exception however is 
the Royal Oak which can be 
found in Barley Mow Lane. 
Although this is very much a 
food pub, there is a good 
public bar to the front. Three 
real ales are on sale, all of 
them on handpump. Banks’s 
Original and Bitter are not 
unusual for the region but the 
guest ale can be. Adnams 
Broadside and Marstons Old 
Empire have been spotted 
and enjoyed.

THROCKMORTON ARMS
COUGHTON.

Two brothers, Adrian and 
Nigel Staley, have bought this 
attractive main road inn, op-
posite Coughton Court. 
Adrian is National Sales Man-
ager for St Austell Brewery, 
mainly promoting their Pre-
mium Cornish Ale, Tribute. 
Although taking a keen inter-
est in the business, the broth-
ers are not running the pub 
themselves. This is down to 
an experienced pub operat-
ing couple from Cornwall, 
Tom and Antoinette. Tom is a 
chef and both have had the 
experience of working on 
cruise ships.
The pub has a large lounge 
with settees, comfortable 
chairs and an open, mainly 

log burning, fire. There is a 
snug to one side of the bar. 
The tasteful décor gives a 
pleasant, luxurious feel to the 
rooms. There are five hand-
pumps serving four real ales 
including a guest, usually 
from a local micro. Goldthorn 
Blond was on recently. The 
three constant beers are 
Hook Norton Bitter, St Austell 
Tribute and Timothy Taylor 
Landlord. If turnover permits 
a second guest ale will be 
added.
The restaurant is split level 

with views of the Warwick-
shire countryside. There is a 
new a la carte menu with 
specials. Sandwiches and bar 
meals are also available. 
There is a small patio, ade-

Pub news

Down your way
quate 
parking 
and ac-
cess for 
the dis-
abled.

DODFORD INN, DODFORD

With twelve ciders available, 
the Dodford Inn near 
Bromsgrove is a mecca for 
apple heads. Interesting 
guest beers are available too 
but the cider is what makes 
this “notoriously difficult to 
find” pub stand out. Try the 
range of Saxon ciders, not 
from the West Country but 
from West Yorkshire and en-
joy a pint in some superb 
countryside.
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2 Finstall Road
Aston Fields
Bromsgrove

Worcestershire
Tel: 01527 878014
Fax: 01527 880028

Real Ale Freehouse

CAMRA listed

Permanent ales:
Hobsons & Bathams

Home Cooked Food

Function Rooms

CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale, is encouraging 
vegetarians to try vegetarian 
beer to accompany their 
food. Vegetarian real ales, 
both in cask and bottles, are 
becoming increasingly popu-
lar with consumers and as a 
result more brewers are pro-
ducing this style of beer. 
There are now a number of 
breweries producing a huge 
range of vegetarian real ales 
that offer a variety of differ-
ent tastes.

FININGS

Vegetarian beers do not use 
fish based finings to clear the 
beer. Whilst the finings are 
not imbibed when beer is 

drunk, many vegetarians
prefer to avoid many beers. 
Several breweries do pro-
duce and supply their real 
ales in a fining-free form. 
They may have a slight haze 
on them but they are per-
fectly acceptable to drink
Finings were first used by 
brewers in the 18th century 
to clarify beer when
people started to drink beer 
from glasses rather than 
pewter or leather tankards.

EXAMPLES

Examples of vegetarian beers 
include Lagonda IPA and Un-
cut Amber (Marble Brewery); 
Floral Dance and Rossendale 
Ale (Porter Brewery); Pale Ale 

(Zerodegrees brewery) and 
finally Pynot Porter (Townes 
Brewery). Some of these 
beers are available in real 
form in bottles.

FOOD AND REAL ALE

Real ale makes an excellent 
accompaniment to food. Why 
not try it for a change in place 
of wine? There are some 
great tastes and flavours in 
real ale which you can enjoy 
at your dining table as well as 
in your local pub.
Further details of all the 

beers can be found in  
CAMRA's Good Beer Guide 
and Good Bottled Beer 
Guide.

Vegetarian Beers

Ditch the wine and try the beer

Visit us...for a taste of rural Worcestershire

The Fox InnThe Fox InnThe Fox InnThe Fox Inn

(5 miles from Worcester City Centre 
– off the A443 at Hallow)

Tel: 01886 889123

A traditional country pub set on common land 
adjoining Monkwood Nature Reserve 

and in view of the Malvern Hills

Cannon RoyallCannon RoyallCannon RoyallCannon Royall and local guest ales and local guest ales and local guest ales and local guest ales
Barker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perry

Sandwiches and ploughman's lunches made from 
locally supplied fresh bread, cheese and vegetables

Monkwood Green

Listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2004 

~ skittle alley ~ bar games ~ 
~ garden ~ play area ~ 

~ ample parking ~ 



19

I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its rules.
Title: Names (s): Date of birth:

Address:

Postcode: Signature: Date:

I/We enclose remittance for (please circle):
Single :Single :Single :Single :  £16 Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  £9       

Partner atPartner atPartner atPartner at the same address the same address the same address the same address (both to qualify for under 26 or over 60) add £3

For life, concessionary & overseas rates please contact CAMRA (Tel: 01727 867201)

Kidderminster, Redditch & Bromsgrove, Worcester branches of CAMRA

Join us
We are one of the most successful consumer organisations in the country. We campaign 
to protect consumer rights, promote quality, choice and value for money and work to 
save local pubs and independent breweries. Members get our lively monthly newspaper What’s 
Brewing, free or reduced entry to all CAMRA beer festivals and discounts on publications such 
as the Good Beer Guide. Fill in the form below and send it with your cheque to CAMRA, 
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW. You may also join using a credit/debit card by 
ringing CAMRA on 01727 867201 or go to www.camra.org.uk.

And Finally...
the Wesvleteren monastery 
where the monks brew three 
delicious ales. Lunch was 
spent at the Hommelhof Res-
taurant in Watou, famous for 
its beer related cuisine. A full 
and complete day was 
rounded off at Kauwackers, a 
country inn far from the mad-
ding crowd a few miles out-
side of Dranouter. The group 
enjoyed some of the 150 
beers on offer in picturesque 
settings. To witness these 
events point your browser at 
www.rbcamra.org.uk and go 
to the events page.
So why not complete the 
form below and you could be 
on the next CAMRA trip...

100 (yes, the two noughts is 
no typo) beers. If that wasn’t 
enough the Café Paix five 
minutes walk away, also of-
fered 100 beers including a 
special “pot” ale served in an 
earthenware dish. 

BRUGES

The travellers spent a day in 
Bruges enjoying the sights 
and canals, finally meeting up 
at Brugs Beertje a wonderful, 
atmospheric pub with 250 
beers. 

SUNDAY - A FULL DAY

Sunday morning saw the 
group doing something spiri-
tual and heading for a monas-
tery. Well truth be told it was 

Branch goes 
abroad
Branch trips are one of the 
advantages of joining 
CAMRA, but Redditch & 
Bromsgrove branch pulled 
out the stops when they or-
ganised a trip to one of the 
great beer nations of the 
world - Belgium. 

POPERINGE

Fourteen intrepid travellers 
spent a long weekend based 
in the hop growing centre of 
the country, Poperinge. The 
Hotel Palace is CAMRA 
friendly offering 10% dis-
count on rooms for members 
and a superb bar serving over  



20

Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)
Fri 16 to Second Bromsgrove Beer Festival. More details inside 
Sat 17 Jul and from www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.uk

Thu 12 to Sixth Worcester Beer Festival. More details inside and 
Sat 14 Aug from www.worcesterbeerfest.org.uk.

Kidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster sub----branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)
Wed 9 Jun Stourbridge Branch AGM Royal Exchange 
Sat 12 Jun Afternoon trip to Bridgnorth. Ring for details.
Tue 22 Jun Meeting - Chester Tavern, Kidderminster 8.30pm
Wed 7 Jul Meeting - Start Rising Sun, Bewdley 8.30pm
Tue 20 Jul Meeting - Start at Rock Tavern, Wilden Lane, 

Stourport 8.00pm.
Wed 4 Aug Meeting - Start Manor Arms, Abberley 8.30pm

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)
Tue 8 Jun Branch meeting - Hop Pole. Theme: Bromsgrove 

Beer Festival 
Sat 19 Jun Branch Trip To Castle Rock Brewery, Nottingham fol-

lowed by a tour of the classic city pubs. Booking es-
sential (members only). 11am

Sun 27 Jun Social Event  - Studley Cricket Club. 1pm
Tue 10 Aug Branch meeting Steps, Headless Cross, Redditch. 

Theme: Pub Surveys

Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Tue 8 Jun Branch meeting - Plough and Harrow, Guarlford Road, 

Malvern. 
Sat 3 Jul Social - Black Country pub crawl.  Start 4.30pm.  Ring 

01905 426391 for details.  Bookings only (with de-
posit).

Tue 13 Jul Branch meeting - Fox, Monkwood Green.
Sat 24 Jul Social - All day crawl around Castlemorton/Welland/

Birtsmorton. Start 12 noon. Check Web site for de-
tails.  www.worcestercamra.org.uk.

Tue 14 Sep New members meeting - Bell, St. Johns.

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.uk
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Pint Taken is published by 
the Kidderminster, Redditch 

& Bromsgrove and 
Worcester branches of the 
Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA)

www.pinttaken.org.uk

8500 copies are distributed 
to real ale pubs in and 
around the county of 

Worcestershire.

The views expressed in 
Pint Taken are not 

necessarily those of the 
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 
welcome. Please write to:

Pint Taken, 
192 Exhall Close, 

Church Hill, Redditch, 
B98 9JA

email:
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send 4 x 1st class 
SAEs to the above address.

Advertising rates are 
available from the above 

address.

Hereford & Worcester 
Trading standards:

28-30 Foregate Street,
Worcester
WR1 1DS

Tel: 01905 765373

CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road, 
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201


