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Good Beer Guide 2004 now in the shops

Guide Shows The Way

The release of the Good Beer 
Guide, published every year 
by the Campaign for Real Ale, 
has shown that Worcester-
shire drinkers can get some 
magnificent beers and ciders 
IF they know where to go.  
The Guide provides full de-
tails on the best 4500 pubs in 
the UK serving real ale. Ed-
ited by leading beer writer 
Roger Protz, the Guide is 
compiled by CAMRA mem-
bers who visit the pubs on a 
regular basis.

WORCESTERSHIRE

In this county, you can find 
pubs such as the Bell at Pen-
sax which, as announced in 
last season’s issue of Pint 

Taken, has been awarded 
Best Pub of the West Mid-
lands region. Some pubs like 
the award winning Dragon in 
Worcester (featuring no less 
than seven interesting ales) 
are long standing entries, 
whereas others such as the 
Weighbridge in Alvechurch  
where you can sample locally 
brewed Weatheroak Ales 
appear for the first time in 
the Guide.  

FEATURE PACKED

The Good Beer Guide in-
cludes information on 
• real ales served within each 
pub 

• facilities for families 
• food 
• history of the pub 
• architecture and atmos-
phere 

• accommodation 
• local area including maps 
for all counties and metro-
politan areas 

• full contact details and 
transport links
The Guide is the best place 

to find good pubs throughout 
the country and as well as a 
pub guide, also provides in-
formation on all of Britain’s 
breweries together with tast-
ing notes for the real ales 
they produce. A number of 

articles within the guide also 
put the pub and beer industry 
into context and provide a 
fascinating insight. Articles 
this year include matching 
good beer with fine food, 
buying beer at farmers’ mar-
kets and the cask beer mar-
ket.

GET YOUR COPY

 GBG 2004 is available from 
all good bookshops and di-
rect from CAMRA, for £12.99. 
Ring 01727 867201 or go to 
www.camra.org.uk to 
purchase online.

Club does 
it again
Congratulations to the 
Somer’s Sports and Social 
Club which has achieved the 
amazing feat of winning the 
CAMRA Best Club of Britain 
Award for the second time! 
The club which lies fraction-
ally over the county boundary 
in Halesowen serves no less 
than seven beers mainly from 
micro breweries. Visitors 
should take a valid CAMRA 
membership card, a copy of 
Pint Taken or a GBG to get 
signed in by the steward.
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Absolutely 
fantastic!
Well that is how manager 
Don Dykes referred to his 
regulars who have been help-
ing out in the Good Beer 
Guide listed Waggon and 
Horses in Halesowen. Licen-
see Bob Dummons fell ill ear-
lier in September and the rest 
of the staff led by Don have 
been working flat out keeping 
the popular pub up to its 
usual standard with no less 
than 14 real ales, two real 
ciders and Belgian beer on 
offer! Don told Pint Taken, 
“Our customers have been 
absolutely fantastic helping 
us out and I’d like to publicly 
thank them all”. Our best 
wishes to Don, the rest of the 
staff and get well soon Bob.

Thanks Mr 
Brown
Last year’s announcement of 
a reduction in duty for small 
breweries is starting to pay 
dividends for Cannon Royall 
Brewery. The brewery is lo-
cated alongside the Good 
Beer Guide listed Fruiterer’s 
Arms in Uphampton, near 
Ombsersley. Proprietor Jim 
Wonders told  Pint Taken, “At 
last we’ve been able to make 
important investments at the 
brewery and this is thanks to 
a sliding scale of duty.” As a 
result Jim’s beers are now 
available in more outlets. One 
new outlet is the Coach and 
Horses, Pinvin, which thanks 
to the persistence of pres-
sure from a local who also 
uses the Fruiterer's is now 
serving Cannon Royall Arrow-
head Bitter. In addition, 
“Holly Bush Ale” (4.2%) is 
being brewed for the Holly 
Bush, Gilgal, Stourport for the 
run up to Christmas.

IPA FOR CHRISTMAS

As if that wasn’t enough, 
Cannon Royall are launching 
a different kind of winter 
beer. The conventional winter 
ale is strong and dark but 
Jim’s forthcoming winter ale 
will be an India Pale Ale. Tra-
ditionally IPAs were strong, 
pale and very bitter ales 
brewed to survive the long 
and tortuous journey to the 
East Indies. The IPA will be 
5.5% pale and hoppy and 
brewed using a brand new, 
and as yet unnamed variety 
of hop. Jim considered 

Up to 7 real ales 
available

all year round
including stoutsstoutsstoutsstouts
and p ortersp ortersp ortersp orters
plus traditional

cider or p erry.
A genuine 

free house.
51 The Tything, Worcester. 

Tel: 01905 25845

The 
Dragon 
Inn

Worcester’s premier ale haven

The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Enville ale & 

Theakstons Best Bitter plus an 
ever changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

Book now for Christmas

names such as Bengal 
Lancer, Raj, Oh Calcutta, 
Clive of India but plumped for 
the suggestion of CAMRA 
member Steve Hartland of 
“Up the Khyber.” Outlets are 
to be confirmed but keep an 
eye on the following: Fruit-
erer’s, Uphampton; Fox, 
Monkwood Green; Three 
Kings, Hanley Castle; Holly 
Bush, Alcester; Bell, Pensax; 
Dragon, Worcester; Waggon 
and Horses, Halesowen; So-
mers Club, Halesowen; 
Steps, Redditch; King and 
Castle, Kidderminster and the 
Fleece, Bretforton.
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Pub of the Season

Award for 
the Lark
Studley lies close to the town 
of Redditch. While the rest of 
the county has discovered 
the delights of promoting 
tasty, locally brewed craft 
beers, this area has frankly 
been a bit of a beer desert. 
However every now and then 
an oasis can be found. Red-
ditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA have awarded their 
pub of the season to once 
such oasis - the Little Lark. 
Presenting the award, the 
branch said the award was in 
recognition of licensee Mark 
Roskell’s efforts in promoting 
good quality and interesting 
ales both as guest beers and 
at recent beer festivals.

GOOD NEWS FOR MILD 
SUPPORTERS

In September, The Little Lark 
in Studley held its first Beer 
Festival. This was a great 
success despite a violent 
thunderstorm on the Satur-
day afternoon. There was a 
good selection of beers to 
suit all tastes. What may sur-
prise many, but delight mild 
supporters was the beer that 
won Beer of the Festival. This 
was Dark Mild from the Bank 
Top brewery in Bolton, a deli-
cious 4% ABV brew. Even 
more surprising, in second 
place was Gravediggers Mild 
from Church End in Nunea-
ton. Is mild making 
a comeback? Con-
gratulations to all 
at the Lark.

A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan reasonable prices, includ ing the infamous Desperate Dan 
Cow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popCow Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. ular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. 

Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.Also serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it 
runs out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roaruns out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B road-d-d-d-

lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines includ ing the 
popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

‘Outside Beer Quad’ ~ Sunday Night Quiz ~ Lunch Time 
Menu (12 noon – 2pm)

V isit us …  for a real traditional English Pub ex perience

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105
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Freeminer Gold Miner Review

Real Ale in a Bottle
Readers of 
this occa-
sional col-
umn will 
note that 
we don’t 
often rave 
about a 
bottle con-
ditioned  “real ale in a bottle” 
beer but once in a while, an 
example comes along that 
really gets our taste buds 
going. Such a beer has been 
discovered. The 5% “Gold 
Miner” comes from The Fre-
eminer Brewery located in 
the Forest of Dean in 
Gloucestershire. Elegantly 
packaged and with a rich, 
golden colour, this is a won-
derful taste sensation with 
glorious hop and fruit fla-
vours bursting through a 
good maltiness. Being real 
ale, you won’t find if over-
gassy but at the same time, it 
bursts with life and is highly 
recommended. It is available 
exclusively at Co-op stores.

GUIDELINES

It is worth following these 
guidelines before sampling 
your real ale in a bottle. Keep 
it cool and lightly chill it be-
fore serving. Store it standing 
up, so that the sediment set-
tles to the bottom of the bot-
tle. Don’t shake it but pour it 
gently into the glass so that 
any sediment is left in the 
bottle. Remember the yeast 
is what keeps the beer alive 
so that it can mature and 
improve.

The DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INNThe DODFORD INN
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 832470)

“The Pub in 
the Field”

The New 
Management 
welcomes you 

to...

Four Real Ales & Real Home Cooked Food in 7 acres of 
beautiful countryside.

Live music featured regularly.  Please telephone for 
details.

    Ramblers welcome

For five star ales in the embrace of British Camp

Malvern Hills Hotel  AA/RAC/ETB

Wynds Point, Malvern, Worcs. WR13 6DW
Tel: 01684 540690  FAX: 01684 540327

• Walkers welcome
• Real log fire
• Oak-panelled bar
• Games room
• Heated terrace
• Bar meals
• Restaurant
• Accommodation
• Ample parking

��

HOBSONS
Best

Bitter

BLACK SHEEP
Best Bitter

WYE 
VALLEY
Butty Bach

plus 
two
more

guest ales

also Budweiser Budvar Czech lager on draught
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Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales from 
the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 
& AWARD WINNER

There is an exciting new op-
portunity in prospect for en-
terprising publicans in this 
area. This is provided by the 
Mouthpiece Theatre Com-
pany. Mouthpiece was 
formed in 2001 by Keith Potts 
and Karin Heslop.

THEATRE AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Mouthpiece provides high 
quality, professional theatre 
and entertainment, aimed at 
venues providing food and 
drink. Its main venue for the 
last two years has been The 
Bull’s Head Inn, Inkberrow, 
where it has provided a pro-
gramme of six plays as well 
as story-telling evenings and 

other entertainment.
In two years over 2500 cus-
tomers visited the pub to 
watch these productions.
The company is moving to 
The White Lion, Astwood 
Bank, Redditch but is seeking 
other venues, particularly 
pubs and/or hotels with func-
tion rooms, where produc-
tions may be put on.

WELL RECEIVED

The company provides pub-
licity material and asks the 
pub to sell the tickets. Experi-
ence gained at The Bull’s 
Head has shown that the pro-
ductions are well received. 
The benefits to the pub have 
been increased sales of 

drinks and 
food on the 
nights of the shows 
and repeat business of cus-
tomers returning to the pub. 
If you are interested in work-
ing with this company con-
tact Keith on 01386 792546 
or email keith@mouthpiece1.
evesham.net Check out the 
website on www.
mouthpiece.co.uk
Look out for the next show, 
which is ‘Humbug and Mistle-
toe’, a what’s what of Christ-
mas. Four actors perform this 
new Christmas show in 
which they combine humour, 
drama, readings and song in 
an evening of festive fun.

Mouthpiece Theatre Company

To beer or not to beer?
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Award Award Award Award ———— winning  winning  winning  winning 
gastro pub and gastro pub and gastro pub and gastro pub and 
restaurant restaurant restaurant restaurant 

A fine range of cask conditioned ales including the regular 
appearance of  Old Speckled Hen ,Pedigree, Enville White, and 

Biddendens Traditional Cider

Also offering a separate Lounge and a completely non smoking 
Restaurant, which can cater for private parties, meetings, 

seminars, social and business gatherings.

Real Ales,  Real Food,  Real Fire,  Real People.

Tel. 01527 873045  Fax 01527 876358

62 62 62 62 DOCTORSDOCTORSDOCTORSDOCTORS HILLHILLHILLHILL BOURNHEATHBOURNHEATHBOURNHEATHBOURNHEATH

National Pubs Week
CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale, today announced 
that National Pubs Week 
2004 will take place between 
Saturday 21st and Saturday
28th February to celebrate 
British pubs. The event was  
launched in 2003 to encour-
age more people to visit pubs 
more regularly. A staggering 
15,000 pubs organised 
events and displayed promo-
tional material in the first 
campaign.
Due to this success, CAMRA 
have now made National 
Pubs Week a calendar event. 
Mike Benner, CAMRA’s Head 
of Campaigns said, “National 
Pubs Week was an event 
created to encourage people 
to visit pubs more regularly at 
a time of year when trade can 
be slow for the industry.”
Benner continued, “The key 
to the success of National 
Pubs Week is getting pubs 
involved in the campaign, 
ordering free promotional 
material from CAMRA and 
arranging a number of events 
to encourage people through 
the door to celebrate British 
pubs throughout the last 
week of February 2004.”

THE LOCAL PERSPECTIVE

Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA will be working with 
licensees of Good Beer 
Guide listed pubs for Pubs 
Week 2004. A pub passport 
will feature GBG listed pubs 
in the Redditch, Bromsgrove 
and Droitwich area. Pub go-
ers are encouraged to sam-
ple real ale in each pub, col-

lecting a stamp or signature 
from the licensee. A full card 
collected during February 
2004 will entitle the owner to 
a free Pubs Week T-Shirt that 
will list each participating pub 
along with a map in case the 
pub goer gets lost! Look out 
for Pub Passports in pubs or 
go to www.rbcamra.org.uk 
for more information. 
CAMRA have produced a 
wide range of promotional 
material for pubs to use for 
National Pubs Week. This 
includes posters, beer mats 
and advice/briefing sheets. 
These can be ordered on-line 
by visiting www.camra.org.
uk/pubsweek or calling 
Samantha Jones on 01727 
867201.

Waggon 
Saved
Regular readers of Pint 
Taken will remember from 
the last edition about the 
plight of the Waggon & 
Horses in Wribbenhall,
Bewdley. The good news is 
that the developers bowed 
to the pressure of SWAG 
(Save the Waggon & Horses 
Action Group) and withdrew 
their planning application 
and have subsequently sold 
the pub to the licensees. To 
celebrate the event, Cannon 
Royall Brewery from Omber-
sley brewed a special ale 
“Woster’s Swag” in honour 
of pub regular Roy Woster 
who chaired the Save the 
Waggon action group.
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The Bell The Bell The Bell The Bell 
at Pensax

Near Abberley on the B4202

01299 89667701299 89667701299 89667701299 896677

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year 
2002, 22002, 22002, 22002, 2003 003 003 003 and now

West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region 
Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003

Wonderful views and a relaxed 
atmosphere with log fires.

Delicious home cooked food 

At least five real ales featuring a 
constantly changing selection of 

guest beers

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30 5-11
Sun all day

21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY

2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open: Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

Find us on the No. 9 bus route

EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALES

into
HALESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSES

The Olde Mitre was built in 
1546. Hidden down a tiny 
alleyway, this historic little 
pub doesn’t have music or 
distracting gaming machines. 
It’s a relaxing place where 
you can tuck into a pork pie, 
scotch egg or toasted sand-
wich (a very reasonable 
£1.50) and wash it down with 
a fine pint of Burton Ale, Ad-
nams Bitter, Bass or Tetley 
Bitter. The atmosphere is 
convivial but this is a place to 
relax. So where is this little 
bit of heaven? Somewhere in 
the middle of Cambridgeshire 
perhaps? Well yes and no 
actually for the Bishops of Ely 

decreed the area to belong to 
Cambridgeshire in the four-
teenth Century. The only 
problem is that the Olde Mi-
tre is to be found slap bang 
in the middle of London. The 
story of why Ely Place and 
Hatton Gardens, Charter-
house near Holborn Circus 
came to be in another county 
can be found in the pub and 
is well worth reading. This a 
classic pub, a Good Beer 
Guide regular and a great 
place to relax after the hurly 
burly of the City. The nearest 
underground station is Chan-
cery Lane.

Pubs across the country which have that something special

Little Gems

where local singers and 
songwriters get a chance to 
try out material or covers in 
front of an audience. The 
regular beer is "Nailer's Oh Be 
Joyful", brewed at Worfield 
Brewery in Bridgnorth. This is 
a popular 4.3% beer in the 
pub and may be joined by 
one or more guest ales in the 
near future. For more 
information go to www.hop-
pole.com.

Changes at Hop Pole
The new licensees of the 
Hop Pole in Bromsgrove, 
Dave Thornton and Jeff Kay 
have been overseeing some 
major internal and external 
refurbishments, including the 
knocking down of some 
internal walls, and a 
complete bar re-fit. The pair 
are both musicians and have 
been keen to promote music 
in the pub with live music 
events and acoustic “open 
mic” nights every Thursday, 

Back in family hands
CAMRA has welcomed 
moves to return the famous 
T&R Theakston Brewery into 
family hands. After almost 
twenty years in the hands of 
global Scottish & Newcastle. 
CAMRA hopes that independ-

ent status will enable Theak-
ston to concentrate on its 
real ale brands. There are a 
number of issues raised how-
ever, including where the 
newly independent beers are 
going to be brewed.
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30-8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

Worcestershire Tasting Panel Chair Stuart Dench explains how to 
get more out of your beer 

It’s all about the taste
Most humans have 5 senses 
with which we experience 
the world. Sights, sound, 
touch, smell and taste. Sight 
gives us the ability to enjoy 
great works of art, babies 
smiling and Beckham curling 
a free kick into the corner of 
the net. Hearing lets us enjoy 
great music, a well-tuned 
engine and the blackbird’s 
song. Touch enables us to 
enjoy a warm bath after a 
hard day, a cooling swim on 
a hot afternoon and then a 
soft towel to dry yourself 
with. Smell lets us enjoy the 
aroma of a pint of beer, din-
ner cooking in the kitchen 
and the fragrance of a rose. 
Taste gives us the ability to 
enjoy that first sip of beer, 
Sunday dinner with all the 
trimmings and the nutty 
chocolate in a selection box.

SIGHT

So while you lean back in 
your soft recliner with a fresh 
cup of coffee at your side 
listening to Mozart on the 
stereo, take time out to think 
why you enjoy looking at the 
“Mona Lisa”. Light is com-
posed of many colours and 
hues but would you find 
pleasure in looking at just 
one, red say. You would get 
bored after about two min-
utes of staring at a plain red 
canvas. It is the complexity of 
the way the different colours 
are arranged on the canvas 
that make us use our brain to 
explain what we are seeing. 

Too complex and we cannot 
explain what we are seeing 
and hence cease to enjoy it. 
The brain has an optimum 
level of activity that produces 
pleasure and is why enjoy-
ment is such a personal ex-
perience.

SOUND

What about that Mozart 
you’re listening to? We have 
many instruments playing 
different notes for varying 
lengths of time. When ar-
ranged in a certain way it be-
comes enjoyable, but at its 
simplest level would it be 
pleasant to listen to? We 
have all experienced the un-

stoppable hum 
and know how
annoying it is.

TOUCH

How about that towel drying 
you after a dip in the pool. It 
is soft and warm, gently rub-
bing and removing the cold 
water from your skin. Again 
not just one sensation but an 
array and it’s their arrange-
ment that makes it all very 
enjoyable.

SMELL & TASTE

Smell and taste are so closely 
related that they can be con-
fused with each other. For 
example having smelt our 
fish and chips we already 
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Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black Sheepheepheepheep,,,,
Ansells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells BitterAnsells Bitter plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider plus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BW 0BW 0BW 0BW

01562 73025501562 73025501562 73025501562 730255

2 Finstall Road
Aston Fields
Bromsgrove
Worcestershire

Tel: 01527 878014
Fax: 01527 880028

Real Ale Freehouse

CAMRA listed

Permanent ales:
Hobsons & Bathams

Home Cooked Food

Function Rooms

have a good idea of what 
they will taste like. Indeed if 
they had smelt “off” we 
would not eat them at all. 
When we try to explain why 
we enjoy a certain food or 
drink we sum up their appeal 
in a single taste. It’s sweet or 
it’s bitter or it’s tangy or it’s 
fruity. In fact all the rules for 
enjoying the other senses 
still apply but are repressed 
by us. When I mention taste 
to friends the most common 
reaction I get is “my taste 
buds don’t work very well.”  
What they are really saying is 
that they cannot sum up 
what they are tasting in a 
single word. They are recog-
nising a wide range of fla-
vours and cannot distinguish 
between them. Far from be-
ing a handicap this illustrates 

how well their taste buds are 
functioning and a bit of self 
discovery will open a whole 
new dimension for them.

FLAVOURS

Next time you taste a beer 
take time to smell it and try 
and see how many different 
flavours you can recognise. 
First look for cereal flavours 
then bitterness and finally 
sweetness. You’ll be amazed 
at how discerning you can 
be. My favourite analogy is 
with a fruitcake. In your mind 
you have a taste that is 
“fruitcake” but imagine you 
eat it after it has been in a 
liquidizer. Instead of tasting 
fruit in one bite and then peel 
in the next you would have 
one uniform flavour all the 
time. How would you like to 
eat your fruitcake?

DON’T BE FOOLED

Advertisers try to reinforce 
our misconceptions by pro-
moting their products with 
claims that their beer is the 
coldest, smoothest or has 
the largest head. When was 
the last time that a drink was 
promoted by its wide range 
of flavours? Would you listen 
to a record of a dull low hum, 
paint your house all in one
colour, walls and ceiling in-
cluded? Yet we are perfectly 
prepared to accept one-
dimensional choices when it 
comes to our beloved bever-
age. There is a plethora of 
beers out there full of differ-
ent flavours, so open your 
mind and your mouth to 
them. Enjoy 
all of your 
pint.
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Letters

Dear Sirs,
I note with interest, being an 
avid reader of Pint Taken, 
your article regarding GBG 
Awards. I may have a claim 
to fame in that area as Ten-
ant of the Plough Inn, Shen-
stone, Kidderminster, Worcs 
for 41 years up until 1995, 1 
actually had 23 out of 25 en-
tries. I was informed at my 
long service presentation, on 
my retirement, that the two 
years when I wasn't men-
tioned was to let someone 
else have a chance! My elder 
daughter is licensee of The 
Huntsman Inn, Kempsey, 
Worcester and is keeping up 
the family tradition. I hope 
that she goes on to win 25 
years awards too.

Jim Rose, Jim Rose, Jim Rose, Jim Rose, 
Chaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley Corbett

Yes Jim I remember the retire-
ment event well as it was yours 
truly who had the honour of pre-
senting the award to you. Inter-
estingly enough the evening was 
preserved in full colour for the 
book “Tales from the Country 
Pub” -  Ed

Dear Sir,
I read in Pint Taken about the 
sting in your pocket when 
ordering a drink. After visiting 
a local pub in October, my 
husband was expected to
pay £2.56 for a pint of Smiles 
Heritage! Why on earth are 

pubs allowed to charge so 
much or are we paying for 
fine furnishing and altera-
tions? We usually visit  either 
the Plough, Shenstone where 
Bathams Bitter is £1.60, the 
Talbot, Knightwick where the 
Teme Valley Challenger is 
£1.70 or the Fruiterer’s, 
Uphampton, where the Can-
non Royall Buckshot and a 
half of cider cost us a reason-
able £2.45. Who makes the 
rules on how much a pub can 
charge? Interesting newslet-
ter, keep it up!

Sue Phipps, Sue Phipps, Sue Phipps, Sue Phipps, 
RuberyRuberyRuberyRubery

Just a few words to say how 
much I enjoyed reading your 
Spring issue of Pint Taken. 
My wife and I made a visit 
back to the Mother Country 
in March/April to visit my 
family in Gloucestershire. We 
visited a few pubs in Worces-
tershire during our visit, The 
Farmers Arms, in Birsmorton 
being my favourite. Apart 
from having tons of charac-
ter, it was peaceful, and out 
in the middle of nowhere !

I took several copies of Pint 
Taken back with me to give 
to friends who prefer a good 
pint of ale rather than a cold 
Budweiser or Miller Lite. The 
magazine was very well re-
ceived!
We have a trip planned for 
2005 and I'll be looking out 
for your magazine !

Ian Roberts, Ian Roberts, Ian Roberts, Ian Roberts, 
Columbus, OhioColumbus, OhioColumbus, OhioColumbus, Ohio

Joining 
brings 
benefits
With CAMRA membership 
hitting an all time record of 
70,000 members, drinkers 
are finding the benefits that 
joining the UK’s most suc-
cessful consumer organisa-
tion can bring. As well as 
playing a role in supporting 
pubs, beer and cider of the 
very best quality there are 
other reasons to join. For a 
start there is a full colour 
monthly newspaper, mem-
bers get substantial dis-
counts on the Good Beer 
Guide (GBG) and they also 
get free or reduced entry to 
all CAMRA Beer Festivals. 

SOCIAL EVENTS

At a local level, members 
play an important role in se-
lecting pubs for the GBG and 
there are plenty of social ac-
tivities open to members. In 
the forthcoming months, 
there are trips to breweries, 
pubs and beer festivals. One 
Worcestershire branch is of-
fering a free coach trip to the 
Bartons Arms in Birmingham 
for new members. If that 
wasn’t tempting enough how 
about three days in Belgium, 
the home of great bottled 
beers? Accommodation 
(again discounted for CAMRA 
members) is in a hotel with 
over a 100 beers on offer. So 
what are you waiting for? 
Join now by filling in the form 
on page 15 and join us for 
some fantastic events in the 
coming months! 
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information ring Mandy, Keith 
or Glenn on 01527 67227.

• The bar formerly known as 
Brodie’s has now been fully 
refurbished and reborn as 
“The Steps”. With a striking 
modern appearance, this 
Headless Cross pub brings 
much needed relief to the 
beer desert of Redditch by 
way of no less than three 
Hobsons Ales (Best Bitter 
3.8%, Town Crier 4.5% and 
Old Henry 5.2% along with 
real cider. Well worth a visit.

• The Live and Let Live, 
Cutnall Green is advertising 
“Locally Brewed Beers”. On 
the day of our visit only 

• Welcome to the new 
licensee of the Swan, 
Chaddesley Corbett. Jean 
Rawson took over the 
management of this 
Batham’s pub in October. 
Food will be more readily 
available (including Sunday 
lunches) than in the past and 
the restaurant should be up 
and running by the new year. 
Look out for live music and 
jazz on Thursday evenings. 
Beers served are Black 
Country brewed Batham’s 
Mild and Bitter and you might 
see XXX around Christmas.

• The historic Barton’s Arms 
in Aston, Birmingham will be 
holding a beer festival on the 
weekend of 18th to the 22nd 
of February 2004. A similar 
event held in September was 
phenomenally successful, so 
this event will be even 
bigger. The festival 
celebrates the re-opening of 
the pub a year ago by 
Oakham Ales. The pub will 
also be featuring a weekend 
of beers from Newby-Wyke 
Brewery between 5th and 7th 
of December.

• The Village Inn. Holthill,
Beoley is now undergone 
new management. and has 
gone a complete refurbish-
ment. The pub is keen 
welcome customers old and 
new and to promote it’s  food 
and real ales which include 
Greene King IPA, Abbot and a 
guest ale. For more 

Quick Halves

Visit us...for a taste of rural Worcestershire

The Fox InnThe Fox InnThe Fox InnThe Fox Inn

(5 miles from Worcester City Centre 
– off the A443 at Hallow)

Tel: 01886 889123

A traditional country pub set on common land 
adjoining Monkwood Nature Reserve 
and in view of the Malvern Hills

Cannon RoyallCannon RoyallCannon RoyallCannon Royall and local guest ales and local guest ales and local guest ales and local guest ales
Barker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perryBarker’s Best cider and perry

Sandwiches and ploughman's lunches made from 
locally supplied fresh bread, cheese and vegetables

Monkwood Green

Listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2004 

~ skittle alley ~ bar games ~ 
~ garden ~ play area ~ 

~ ample parking ~ 

Marstons Pedigree was 
available but apparently St 
Georges (Callow End) and 
other local beers have been 
on sale.

• Droitwich Canal Trust 6th 
Beer Festival will be held at 
the Community Centre, 
Heritage Way, Droitwich 
between the 1st and 4th of 
April 2004. 30 beers, cider 
and wine will be available. 
There will be entertainment  
Friday and  Saturday evening.
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WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%
Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%
& Seasonal Special

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Old Hookey

Old Speckled Hen
Blacksheep

& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service

Tel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/RTel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 estaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Large Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and Patio
All Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to Availability

Teme to 
Ring Some 
Changes
There have been a number of 
changes at the Teme Valley 
Brewery, which can be found in 
the little village of Knightwick, 
which in turn can be found off 
the A44 near the Herefordshire 
border. First, the brewery is no 
longer a one man band as Chris 
Gooch is now ably assisted by 
Graham Stanley (Stan) who 
joined in April. 

EXTRA DEMAND

“It is a great relief to share the 
work load. In common with all 
the other microbreweries in the 
area, we are working flat out”, 
Chris told Pint Taken. He 
added, “To cope with the extra 
demand, we bought two more 
fermenting vessels and 50 
more casks, but forgot to order 
two extra days in the week.” 
Anyone who has visited the 
brewery this year will have 
heard Chris moaning about the 
nightmare of installation, but 
now that everything is working, 
Chris can breathe a sigh of re-
lief. He is just amazed that it all 
fits in. Of course, this adds a 
new challenge as next year 
he’ll have to sell twice as much 
beer and that is where you can 
help.

REAL ALE IN A BOTTLE

If you can’t get Teme Valley 
beers on draught, it is worth 
looking out for them in bottled 
form. Many of them including 
the single hop varieties such as 
“Hop Nouvelle” are available as 
bottled conditioned ales.

Sunday Market - 14th December
Brewery tours by arrangement.

Having a party?  Why not order direct from the brewery?

Six bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas PresentsSix bottle conditioned beers now available at Christmas Presents

… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...… and a seasonal brew ...

Just off the A44 
between 

Worcester and 
Bromyard

3.7% ABV
Virtues of an easy 

drinking light ale with 
vivid hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by 
hops, one for the 

connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases 

delicate 
Goldings fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH
01886 821235

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

The Talbot Porter (4.4%)
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73 High Street
Bromsgrove

CAMRA listed for 2003

Six real ales

Lunchtime bar food

Wednesday night quiz 

Cask Marque
accredited

The little pub with
the big welcome

The Hunter's Column

Time Travel Gentlemen Please!
FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in 
this cosy tradit ional canal-side 
pub.  Home cooked meals and 

bar snacks served daily.  
(Closed Tuesday & Wednesday) 

Real ale available

CAMRA 
Redditch & Bromsgrove
‘Pub of the Season’ 

Winter 2002

Find us ‘canal-side’ on 
the Worcester &
Birmingham 
Canal.

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

I think I’ve discovered time 
travel. I’ve discovered how to 
be in two different places at 
the same time. Last year we 
holidayed in Ireland and be-
cause of various shenanigans 
and shillelaghs, I didn’t get to 
read the book that I’d taken 
with me. McCarthy’s Bar by 
Pete McCarthy is a humorous 
tale of a trip around the Old 
Emerald Isle, as seen through 
the bottom of a glass, stout 
of course.  The opening para-
graphs state that the Eighth 
Rule Of Travel is…’Never 
Pass A Bar With Your Name 
On It’ and every other bar in 
Ireland is called McCarthy’s 
Bar! What a great idea I 
thought, I’ll change mine to 
Free House, but Mrs Free 
House didn’t seem so keen. 
Anyway, I’ve just come back 
from the trip of a lifetime to 
South Africa and I took 
McCarthy with me. Whilst 
reading it, I discovered two 
things - that I could easily 
transport myself back to last 
year’s holiday in Ireland and 
that SA and Ireland have 
something in common. It’s 
deserts. Now, this might 
come as a bit of a surprise to 
those of you who know that 
in the one place “it rains all 
the bloody time” and in the 
other, it often forgets to. But, 
it’s true. They are both real 
ale deserts and I wouldn’t 
have visited either without 
first contacting a local guide, 
conveniently listed in the 
back pages of What’s Brew-

ing, under CAMRA Meetings. 
Paul Browning in SA even 
met us at 9 in the morning at 
a bottle store in Pretoria, 
which became our first port 
of call after having landed at 
Jo’berg Airport only an hour 
earlier. He very kindly gave 
me a guided tour around the 
locally brewed bottled ales, 
particularly recommending 
Gilroy Brewery’s bottle condi-
tioned selection, as he 
proudly pointed to their logo, 
“120 years behind the times”. 
Now you might just spot a 
thin streak of masochism in a 
CAMRA member, who appar-
ently scours the world look-
ing for holidays in Real Ale 
Deserts. Blame it on Mrs 
Free House but next year it’s 
got to be Belgium, Czecho-
slovakia or Gornal (proper 
behind the times).

Footnote:  As we are moving 
house and to another 
CAMRA branch, I’d like to 
thank the editor for all of his 
encouragement and anyone 
who did, for reading the col-
umn. Hopefully, there may be 
a ‘Letter from Glostershire’ in 
future Pint Takens. Cheers!

It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….Don't just think about it….
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As a good working class lad I 
like nothing better than Black 
Country beers and pork 
scratchings. I am, of course, 
a Jack Russell dog – 2 ½ 
years old and of the old, long 
legged, parson variety. Like 
Martin Peters I’m probably 
just a little ahead of my time.
As CAMRA have modernised 
and focussed their cam-
paigns, I feel that after trying 
to appeal to ethnic minorities, 
women and the under 26’s, 
dogs could be next. Maybe 
I’m barking up the wrong tree 
but it’s either families or dogs 
next and many pub goers 
would prefer a quiet, con-
tented pooch in their pub 
rather than noisy kids. In-
deed, I think the Good Beer 
Guide should follow the 
Good Pub Guide’s example 
and have a symbol to show if 
dogs are welcome or not.

MY FAVOURITES

So, what are my favourite 
beers? No, not Dogsbollocks 
or Old Growler and certainly 
not Yorkshire Terrier – I live 
with one of those and he’s no 
taste for beer yet – too 
young – he prefers the head 
to the beer. My early favour-
ites were pale, sweetish bit-
ters – often with a hoppy fin-
ish – such as Batham’s Best 
Bitter. I doggedly forced my 
Mum and Dad to have the 
odd pint of that each time we 
went to the King & Castle in 
Kidderminster. It was there 
too that I discovered the de-
lights of Enville Ale – a real 

pooch’s perfect pint with that 
sweet fruit and honey in the 
aftertaste – tail thumpingly 
good. I thought life could get 
no better but, last May, came 
Mild Month and I had to do 
my bit. Other dogs in the pub 
thought I was barking mad 
but, first Highgate and then 
Batham's Mild were tried and 
found favour. The Railway-
man’s Arms in Bridgnorth 
knows how to keep its 
Batham’s Mild – that malty 
sweetness was definitely Gr-
r-r-r. Again, it was the Enville 
Brewery that really hit the 
mark with its Nailmakers 
Mild – now becoming more 
common at the King & Castle. 
After a real dog’s dinner of a 
drive up the M5 from Corn-
wall, Nailmakers can really 
soothe a dog’s fraught 
nerves – fruity and full of 
caramel – beats a bone paws 
down.

FOOD & DRINK

There’s so much written 
these days about food and 
drink and the best beers to 
accompany certain foods. In 
my opinion John Major was 
right and we should go back 
to basics – no curry for me 
though. Pork scratchings and 
Black Pudding seem to ac-
company most of my regu-
lars. I’ve found that scratch-
ings are a perfect partner for 
Mild and Pardoe’s Entire – as 
I like the entire bag and really 
pig out on them!! The Bell at 
Pensax is my favourite Sun-
day lunch spot as there are 

huge chunks of Black Pud-
ding on the bar. I try to collar 
as many bits as I can –
they’re superb and go well 
with Cannon Royall’s Muzzle 
Loader – get it!! 

BEER FEST

My best beer experience 
though, was the Stourbridge 
Beer Festival – Christmas 
certainly came early. The 
night before opening was 
very busy – it was all paws on 
deck as cask labels were 
written, posters put up, mer-
chandise and banners sorted. 
I managed to take advantage 
of my owners’ preoccupation 
and followed John Midwood 
around all evening. He was 
checking that all the beers 
were in the right condition to 
serve the next night. He put a 
sample into a glass, looked 
to see if it cleared, sniffed it, 
tasted it and poured the re-
mains into the drip trays. It 
took until beer number 13 
before the owners noticed 
that I was following John like 
a White Dwarf and supping 
the contents of each drip 
tray. Salopian’s Heaven Sent 
seemed appropriate to try 
and very good too. Obvi-
ously, I couldn’t take to Moor-
house’s Black Cat and, by the 
end, I certainly needed a Pid-
dle in the Wind. I’m now a 
great supporter of 
Beer Festivals. They 
certainly make you 
sleep well. 

Not the Dogsbollocks!
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I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its rules.
Title: Names (s): Date of birth:

Address:

Postcode: Signature: Date:

I/We enclose remittance for (please circle):
Single :Single :Single :Single :  £16 Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  Under 26  or over 60’s:  £9       

Partner atPartner atPartner atPartner at the same address the same address the same address the same address (both to qualify for under 26 or over 60) add £3

For life, concessionary & overseas rates please contact CAMRA (Tel: 01727 867201)

Kidderminster, Redditch & Bromsgrove, Worcester branches of CAMRA

Join us
We are one of the most successful consumer organisations in the country. We campaign 
to protect consumer rights, promote quality, choice and value for money and work to 
save local pubs and independent breweries. Members get our lively monthly newspaper What’s 
Brewing, free or reduced entry to all CAMRA beer festivals and discounts on publications such 
as the Good Beer Guide. Fill in the form below and send it with your cheque to CAMRA, 
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW. You may also join using a credit/debit card by 
ringing CAMRA on 01727 867201 or go to www.camra.org.uk.

And Finally...

Sword Company - makes no 
pretences of scientific accu-
racy. But it illustrates the pe-
culiar priorities of the British 
people, T3 said in a state-
ment. "Brits obviously only 
care about the simple things 
in life. ... It's official - we can't 
imagine anything worse than 
sitting down in front of the 
telly and pouring a pint with 
no 'head'!"

We’re not convinced and 
smell a rat as anyone who 
knows anything about a de-
cent drink will know that the 
only way to guarantee a pint 
with life is to forget widgets 
and the like – GET REAL! 

pint of draft (sic) - scored a 
distant second, with 13 per 
cent, and mobile phones 
were a dismal third with 7 per 
cent.

TOP 10 LIST

The top-10 list was rounded 
out by cloning, microwave 
ovens, contact lenses, three-
dimensional technology, 
video games, CDs and DVDs 
and plastic surgery. Consid-
ered too trifling to make the 
first rank were space explora-
tion, solar-powered cars and 
contraceptive pills.

The survey - organized by 
T3, which bills itself as the 
"World's Best Gadget Maga-
zine," and the Wilkinson 

Shurely some 
mistake?
A UK internet-based survey 
has announced the widget as 
the finest technical advance-
ment of the past and no it 
isn’t April 1st . 

The "widget" a small ball of 
nitrogen that gives cans of 
beer a proper, pub-style head 
of creamy foam, outstripped 
the other candidates in an on-
line survey. Forty-eight per 
cent of respondents said that 
the widget was the most im-
pressive invention of the past 
40 years. The Internet - which 
may in fact have a greater 
global resonance than a good 
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Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)County Events (all Worcestershire branches)
21-28 Feb National Pubs Week - See Page Six

KidderKidderKidderKidderminster subminster subminster subminster sub----branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)
Tue 9 Dec Meeting - Olde New Inn, Pound Green. 

Starts 8.30 pm.
Tue 6 Jan Meeting - Rock Cross Inn, Rock. Starts 8.30 pm.

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)
Tue 9 Dec Branch meeting - Park Gate, Bromsgrove. 

Theme - Pub of the Year 
Sat 13 Dec Christmas Social - Meal at the Weighbridge, 

Alvechurch. Booking essential
Tue 13 Jan Branch meeting -Throckmorton Arms, Coughton 

Theme - GBG nominations
Sat 17 Jan Branch Trip To Halesowen catching the 007 bus from 

Redditch & Bromsgrove. Visiting Somers Club and the 
Waggon & Horses (Lunchtime) 

Sun 25 Jan Lunchtime social - Coach & Horses, Weatheroak.
Tue 10 Feb Branch meeting - Fruiterer's Arms, Uphampton GBG 

selection 
Sun 27 Feb Lunchtime Social Event - Venue to be decided. Please 

contact for details. 

Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Tue 9 Dec Branch meeting - Crown, Peopleton. 
Sat 13 Dec Christmas social - Bell Inn, St Johns followed by a 

Balti. 
Tue 23 Dec Christmas drinks at the Nags Head in Malvern.
Tue 13 Jan Branch meeting - Salmon's Leap, Worcester.
Sat 24 Jan Minibus trip to Bredon area.  Ring for more informa-

tion.
Tue 10 Feb Branch meeting - Dragon, Worcester.
Wed 25 Feb Brewery visit and Beer of the Festival Presentation, 

Malvern Hills Brewery.

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.owww.pinttaken.owww.pinttaken.owww.pinttaken.org.ukrg.ukrg.ukrg.uk
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