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launched by Bill Bryson, who 
spent a lot of time in pubs 
while working on his own 
books. 

WHAT MAKES ENGLAND

Bryson said: "Pubs are part of 
what makes England what it 
is. And like so much of the 
almost embarrassing rich-
ness of England's historic 
environment we need to 
hang on to what we've got. 
There is so much of it that it's 
easy to dismiss a lost pub 
sign here or a refurbished 
Victorian interior there as not 
worth worrying about. But it 
is - to every last, minor detail. 
Every Old Red Lion pulled 
apart and plasticised and 
renamed the Frog and Or-
ange diminishes us." 

Licensed to Sell The His-
tory and Heritage of the Pub-
lic House (£14.99) by Geoff 
Brandwood, Andrew Davison 
and Michael Slaughter with a 
foreword by Bill Bryson is 
published by English Heri-
tage. 

VIABILITY TEST

On the same theme, CAMRA, 
the Campaign for Real Ale, 
has launched a new Public
House Viability Test to help 

English Heritage is celebrat-
ing the contribution the tradi-
tional pub makes to our his-
toric environment by the 
launch of a new book, Li-
censed to Sell, about historic 
pubs. The book warns 
against the sort of refurbish-
ment that spoiled many pub 
interiors in the 1970s. 

Licensed to Sell, says the 
fashion for "gutting" pubs, 
often reopening them under 
a new name, has meant that 
only a couple of hundred pub 
interiors across Britain can be 
said to have any historic 
value. That said, according to 
the book's authors, the pub 
remains a "vibrant institution" 
and some have plenty to 
offer the drinker with an eye 
for heritage. 

MOCK HERITAGE

Andrew Davison, one of the 
book's authors, said: "Huge 
amounts of money have been 
thrown at pubs, almost, it 
would seem, with the aim of 
making one pub look much 
the same as any other. All too 
often genuine features have 
been discarded, only to have 
mock heritage reintroduced a 
few years later”.  

Licensed to Sell was 

New book highlights threat to pubs by fashion for refurbishment 

Bill Bryson raises a Glass to the 
Great British Pub

save Britain's 
public houses. The Test pro-
vides guidelines to assist 
Local Authorities and local 
communities in determining 
the viability of a pub threat-
ened by closure.  The Test 
contains over fifty questions 
which can be used to deter-
mine the viability of a public 
house. It has been success-
fully used to fight many pub 
closures. 

Nonetheless CAMRA esti-
mates that about twenty 
pubs a month continue to be 
lost, in most cases forever. 
Mike Benner, from CAMRA 
said, "Our new Public House 
Viability Test provides an 
invaluable tool to planning 
officers and local communi-
ties alike who are faced with 
the loss of a valued public 
house. He continued, "More 
and more Local Authorities 
are waking up to the loss of 
public houses and are adopt-
ing policies to prevent their 
loss. This Test aims to assist 
them in this process. It is not 
a backdoor attempt to ensure 
all pubs remain open, but is a 
means to ensure potentially 
successful pubs are not lost 
forever."
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THE ANGEL INN
SEVERNSIDE

Stourport -on-Severn
01299 822661

CAMRA CHALLENGE
Help us increase the number of guest beers we sell by 

visiting us when you are in Stourport.

We currently sell three cask ales - Banks’s Bitter, Banks’s 
Original, one Guest Beer and no smoothpour!

Two handpulled scrumpys -
Weston's Traditional & Old Rosie

Delightful riverside location just off the town centre 
(drive through the canal basin or walk down the lane by 

the side of Wetherspoons)

Home-cooked food available lunchtimes and evenings 
(except Sunday evening)

Four Recently Refurbished 
En-suite Bedrooms

STOURBRIDGE BEER 
FESTIVAL

28-30TH APRIL

First up is the popular and 
long running Stourbridge 
Beer Festival which again will 
be held at Stourbridge Town 
Hall. The event runs from 
Thurs 28th to Sat 30th April 
and will feature over 80 beers 
plus ciders and perries. The 
opening hours are Thurs 7-
11pm, Fri & Sat 12 -11pm. 
Entertainment, food and a 
CAMRA stand will be avail-
able. For more information go 
to www.stourbridge-camra. 
co.uk

BEER ON THE WYE
24 TO 26TH JUNE

A brand new event run by 
Herefordshire CAMRA that 
will be held at Hereford Row-
ing Club in the centre of 
Hereford. More details in the 
next issue of Pint Taken or go 
to 
www.herefordcamra.org.uk.

COUNTY FESTIVALS

Also in the next issue of Pint 
Taken there will be more 
news on the two main county 
beer and cider festivals.

BROMSGROVE BEER 
FESTIVAL

15-16TH JULY

The third Bromsgrove Beer 
Festival will again be held at 
Bromsgrove Rugby Football 
Club between July 15th and 
16th. As well as cider and 
perry there will be 70 differ-
ent real ales plus food in 
great surroundings. The festi-
val will also be celebrating 
the branch’s thirty year anni-
versary (see page 17).

Readers are encouraged to enter some important dates into their calendars.

Beer Festival Update
WORCESTER BEER 

FESTIVAL 
11-13TH AUGUST

The seventh Worcester Beer 
Festival will be held on the 
racecourse from the 11th to 
13th of August.  The festival 
will feature a special range of 
beers from the Three Coun-
ties, hopefully to include ALL 
of the new ales that are 
springing up such as Wilds 
from Herefordshire. 

What a great series of 
events to look forward to.
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It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
cam-cam-cam-cam- paign for paign for paign for paign for 

real real real real ale…ale…ale…ale…

New Brum Real Ale Pub

Wellington 
is an Oasis
Well known in the Midlands 
real ale scene, Nigel Barker is 
now running a new haven for 
cask-ale lovers - the Welling-
ton in the centre of Birming-
ham. The multi-real ale house 
had been closed for some 
time but Nigel hopes to re-
vive its fortunes with a huge 
selection of guest ales from 
all over the country. 

Nigel, famous also for his 
food in other pubs he has run 
says the food policy at the 
Wellington will be a case of 
"bring your own". Customers 
can bring in food to be con-
sumed on the premises 
washed down with a pint or 
two of good ale of course. 

A trip to the Wellington by 
Redditch & Bromsgrove 
branch in January was an 
outstanding success, so, 
when passing through Bir-
mingham why not call in and 
experience a wonderful drink-
ing experience. The Welling-
ton is located in Bennetts
Hill, five minutes walk from 
New Street Station near the 
Cathedral and at the back of 
the Good Beer Guide listed, 
Old Joint Stock.

The Great Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the Theatre 
and therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals. The service 
and style of food has an emphasis on value for money and a relaxing 
style of eating. Where possible we use local produce, this includes 
items such as the award winning sausages from Malvern Country 
Meals, and all the fruit & vegetables come from Birmingham 

market each morning. We also enjoy serving local and interesting 
beverages. Our entries in the Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a 
credit to the local beers & ciders of the area. We are open to the 

public for breakfast, lunch and evening meals from 
Monday - Saturday. 

Phone 01684 563411 for reservations.

The Great Malvern Hotel, 
Graham Road, 
Great Malvern, 

Worcestershire WR14 2HN
Tel: 01684 563411 
Fax: 01684 560514  

e-mail: sutton@great-malvern-hotel.co.uk
www.great-malvern-hotel.co.uk
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The Throckmorton Arms, Throckmorton Arms, Throckmorton Arms, Throckmorton Arms, 
CoughtonCoughtonCoughtonCoughton serves Bakehouse 
Bitter from Walshe’s Bake-
house Brewery and Butty 
Bach from Wye Valley. These 
have proved so popular that 
they are likely to become 
permanent.

The Moat House, Moat House, Moat House, Moat House, just 
down the road is selling 
Shepherd Neame’s Spitfire 
alongside Banks’s Bitter. The 
introduction of an interesting 
guest ale from a small brew-
ery is planned for Spring. 
Look out for a beer festival 
here around June.

The Talbot, Chaddesley Cor-Talbot, Chaddesley Cor-Talbot, Chaddesley Cor-Talbot, Chaddesley Cor-
bett bett bett bett is serving two guest 
beers alongside Banks’s Bit-
ter and Original.

The Green Dragon, Sam-Green Dragon, Sam-Green Dragon, Sam-Green Dragon, Sam-
bournebournebournebourne changes its guest 
beer every two months. Re-
cently spotted have been 
Bishops Finger from Shep-
herd Neame and Adnams 
Broadside.

The Pheasant, Welland The Pheasant, Welland The Pheasant, Welland The Pheasant, Welland has 
re-opened after a long period 
of closure. It has been totally 
refurbished by the new own-
ers. Beer range is understood 
to be from the Banks's stable.

The Crown in Peopleton Crown in Peopleton Crown in Peopleton Crown in Peopleton will 
be holding an Organic Beer 
Festival in early June. The 
date is to be confirmed. Ex-
pect ten organic beers along 
with special events.
The award winning Deuchars 

IPA is regularly featured at 
the Bramley Cottage in Red-Bramley Cottage in Red-Bramley Cottage in Red-Bramley Cottage in Red-
ditchditchditchditch.

There is a new licensee at the 
Rose & Crown, ShrawleyRose & Crown, ShrawleyRose & Crown, ShrawleyRose & Crown, Shrawley. 
Two Banks’s beers plus two 
guests are available.

The Swan in BirlinghamSwan in BirlinghamSwan in BirlinghamSwan in Birlingham is 
hosting their 4th Beer Festi-
val on the 14th and 15th May, 
consisting of 20+ beers, 
barbeque and paella.

There will be a beer festival 
at the Red Lion, Bromsgrove Red Lion, Bromsgrove Red Lion, Bromsgrove Red Lion, Bromsgrove 
from 6th-12th March. Satur-
day 23rd April is St Georges 
Day and licensee Richard 
Scott will be on horse back 
on the High St dressed as a 
knight. 

Also in Bromsgrove the 
former Shoulder of Mutton, 
has reopened somewhat 
controversially as the 
Wishing WellWishing WellWishing WellWishing Well. The decor is 
similar to the Hop Pole in the 
town which is not surprising 
as both pubs are run by the 
same group. Beers spotted 
were Everards Tiger, Bass 
and Greene King Abbot.  

Another pub holding a special 
event for St Georges Day on 
23rd April will be the Little Little Little Little 
Lark, StudleyLark, StudleyLark, StudleyLark, Studley. The pub will 
also be running one of it’s 
popular cheese festivals on 
7th May.

Following the success of last 
year's event, the White Lion White Lion White Lion White Lion 

Hotel, Up-Hotel, Up-Hotel, Up-Hotel, Up-
ton ton ton ton is 
holding its 
second 
beer festi-
val on the 
May Bank Holiday (28-30th 
May).  Around 25 beers, 
real ciders, merchandise 
and food will be available.

Hanson's Mild has been 
spotted regularly at the 
Eagle Vaults, WorcesterEagle Vaults, WorcesterEagle Vaults, WorcesterEagle Vaults, Worcester
and at the price of only 
£1.60 Mon-Fri.  Along with 
the Berkeley Arms in St 
Johns these are the only 
known outlets for this hard 
to find brew in the Worces-
ter area.

The Park Gate Inn, Park Gate Inn, Park Gate Inn, Park Gate Inn, 
Bromsgrove Bromsgrove Bromsgrove Bromsgrove on the Kidder-
minster road has a new 
licensee, Michelle Oliver. 
Adnams Bitter plus a guest 
ale are on offer.

The Coach and Horses at Coach and Horses at Coach and Horses at Coach and Horses at 
PinvinPinvinPinvinPinvin is serving excellent 
Cannon Royall Arrowhead. 
It also offers M&B Brew XI 
and Wyre Piddle, Piddle in 
the Hole.

Finally some interesting 
guest beers have been 
spotted in the county: St 
Georges Premium at the 
Halfway House, BastonfordHalfway House, BastonfordHalfway House, BastonfordHalfway House, Bastonford
(Powick); Goffs Jouster at 
the French House, French House, French House, French House, 
Broughton HackettBroughton HackettBroughton HackettBroughton Hackett and  
Teme Valley That at the 

Pub News

In Your Local
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Andy Wood takes a thrilling beer chase across Worcestershire

North by Northwest
On a beautiful Saturday in 
late October, a busload of 
CAMRA members under the 
guidance of sherpa Kev the 
Bluenose, embarked on a trail 
to the branch extremities. 
Newhnam Bridge, Tenbury 
Wells, Hanley Broadheath 
and Abberley would have 
been foreign lands to Cary 
Grant and indeed they proba-
bly were to some people on 
the bus as well but it was 
well worth it. Hardly a duff 
beer in sight and a fantastic 
mix of local brews, regional 
brews and national ones. 

NEWNHAM BRIDGE & 
TENBURY WELLS

First stop was the Talbot Talbot Talbot Talbot at 
Newnham Bridge. This is a 
smart hotel just off the A456. 
We weren't meant to stop 
there but on advice from 
Julian Hawthornthwaite, the 
brewer from Malvern Hills, 
that he made regular deliver-
ies there, well, it was a pretty 
easy change to accept! And 
we were not disappointed. 
Malvern Hills was repre-
sented with Black Pear and 
was joined by Wood's Quaff, 
Wye Valley HPA and, errr, 
another beer, possibly form 
Wychwood. (When you've 
only got 15 mins and a bus 
load of 20 need to get 
served, it doesn't give you 
much time to write things 
down!) After being chivvied 
out by the sherpa, we were 
then transported into the 
delights of Tenbury Wells 
which we explored for an 

hour and half. The ShipShipShipShip at the 
end of the High Street 
opened especially early to 
accommodate us and we 
were greeted with Hobsons 
Best and Archers SSB 
(Strong Swindon Bitter, ap-
parently). Thankfully as far a 
pub crawls go, Tenbury is 
one of the easiest places you 
can imagine since all the 
pubs are on a single straight
(ish) line from one end of the 
town to the other - and this 
route is interspersed with 
chipshops too.

At the opposite end to the 
Ship, is the Pembroke HousePembroke HousePembroke HousePembroke House, 
a fantastic wobbly black and 
white timbered free house 
serving Hobsons and 
Bathams Best. Guess which 
one we had more of? Well, 
we'd had Hobsons in the 
Ship! 

HANLEY BROADHEATH

Next, full of chips and beer, it 
was back on the bus to the 
FoxFoxFoxFox at Hanley Broadheath, a 
Good Beer Guide regular. 
Normally, it has Bathams 
Best as well but - woe of 
woes - it had run out the pre-
vious night. We had to con-
sole ourselves instead with 
the four other beers that 
were on offer, including one 
from Okells in the Isle of 
Man. Well, we'd already had 
Bathams. 

ABBERLEY

Moseying on back towards 
Worcester, we called in at 
the Lindridge Social ClubLindridge Social ClubLindridge Social ClubLindridge Social Club. 

Hav- ing pre-
booked we got a warm wel-
come and some cool 
Hobsons - both the Town 
Crier as well as the Best this 
time. Nothing to cry about 
though at £1.60 a pint but we 
only stayed for one because 
time was late and we had to 
meet Jason the new landlord 
of the Manor Arms Manor Arms Manor Arms Manor Arms at Abber-
ley. Jason had recently em-
barked on a major career 
change from IT to pub owner-
ship, and he had contacted 
us for some advice. It 
seemed as good an excuse 
as any for a visit… but he 
didn't seem to be having any 
problems! Hop Back Summer 
Lightning, Hook Norton Best 
and Timothy Taylor Landlord 
were all in fine form - as were 
the hundreds of locals who 
had packed the pub for a 
special charity night. We had 
to stay for a few though, just 
to make sure that we weren't 
being deceived by first im-
pressions.

HOME TIME

Eventually Kev got tired of 
our excuses for more beer 
and threatened us with bodily 
harm (or being forced to 
watch Birmingham City) 
unless we got on the bus to 
go home. Duly of course we 
did - but not before some of 
us had won prizes in the 
Manor Arms draw! Not me 
unfortunately, but I'd had 
enough of a good day not to 
let it bother me. Definitely 
needs more research those 
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A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, including the infamous Desperate Dan 
Cow Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. 

Also serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it 
runs out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B road-

lands T raditional and Country F ruit W ines including the 
popular Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

~

Sunday Night Quiz; Lunch Time Menu (12 – 2pm)
~

V isit us …  for a real traditional English Pub ex perience

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105

73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA 
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2004

Cask Marque accredited

Up to seven real ales changing daily

Two Belgian beers always on draught 

Home-made, Home-cooked Curry every Monday night 5-8 

“Thank you for making us 
Redditch and Bromsgrove Pub of the Year again”

The little pub with the big welcome

Sufferers Welcome Ban

No Smoke 
Asthma experts have wel-
comed plans by the pub 
chain JD Wetherspoon to ban 
smoking in its bars and pubs. 

The company says about a 
quarter of its pubs will intro-
duce a smoking ban by May 
this year, and all of its estab-
lishments will be smoke-free 
by 2006 - two years ahead of 
government proposals. 

5 MILLION

More than 5 million people in 
the UK have asthma, and 
82% of people with asthma 
say that breathing second-
hand smoke makes their 
symptoms worse; 40% of 
adults with asthma are dis-
couraged from going to pubs 
because of fears that they 
will be affected by cigarette 
smoke. 

Licensing Reform Delay

Inflexibility
CAMRA has criticised the 
Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats for backing delay 
of licensing reform. Research 
commissioned by CAMRA in 
2002 shows that over 66% of 
the public supported more 
flexible opening hours. 

CAMRA claims that the 
majority of pubs are well run 
and are an important part of 
community, and should be 
allowed more freedom over 
when they are allowed to 
open. It believes very few 
pubs will actually apply for 24 
hour licenses.
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30-8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

The Gate Hangs Well
Woodgate, Stoke Prior, 
Bromsgrove. B60 4HG.
Tel: 01527 821957
Fax: 01527 821777

Opening times:
Mon - Sat  12.00 - 3.00pm,

5.30 - 11.00pm
Sunday 12.00 - 10.30pm

The Gate Hangs Well is a traditional country pub with log burning 
fires snug areas and a warm and friendly welcome.

A la carte evening menu along side a day time pub menu. 
Traditional Sunday Carvery. 

Weddings and Parties Catered for.
Four superb real ales including guest ales.

Under new ownership and totally refurbished.
A free house that offers quality food at real prices.

Welcome to a taste of the country. 

Edito
realale
The great smoking debate 
certainly seems to be divid-
ing pub goers but I wonder if 
pub designers in the past 
solved the problem by having 
a  separate smoke room for 
those who wanted to take 
the weed? Today’s open-plan 
pubs in this respect are 
surely at a disadvantage. I’m 
not sure if I’d call that pro-
gress.

A recent trip to the superb 
Hook Norton brewery near 
Banbury gave CAMRA mem-
bers the chance to try Hooky 
beers with and without the 
sparkler. The sparkler is the 
nozzle that gives a beer a 
head. To a man and woman 
all present thought the beer 
without sparkler had more 
aroma and flavour. So next 
time you find a beer lacking 
something, try it without the 
large foamy head.

Woodgate Pub Re-opens

Open Gate
Neil and Helen McMahon 
have taken over the Gate 
Hangs Well at Woodgate. 
The place has been totally 
refurbished and the result is a 
comfortable place to eat or 
drink.  As well as Banks’s 
Bitter, there are three guest 
ales one of which is often 
from Cannon Royall brewery. 
The couple are passionate 
about food and so the qual-
ity, freshly prepared fare will 
change with the seasons.



8

THE CASTLE, DROITWICH

At last, another pub in Droit-
wich serving good real ale. 
Dave Atkinson took over as 
the manager of the Castle on 
Worcester Road three 
months ago which is part of 
the Spirit Group. It now 
boasts two to three real ales 
a week and they change on a 
weekly basis. He chooses 
from a monthly list of 25 real 
ales from across the country. 

On this visit they had Per-
fection (4.8%), an ale from 
Hydes’ brewery of Manches-
ter. The name was most ac-
curate! Also on was Wolf 
Ryder (4.7%) from 
Wychwood Brewery in Wit-
ney, Oxon. The regular beer 
is Bombardier from Charles 
Wells brewery in Bedford. 

Ian Neath, who looks after 
the cellar, takes pride in 
keeping the ale in good con-
dition. He has found that the 
real ales are popular with the 
younger drinkers as well. 

As well as good beer they 
also show Sky Sports football 
games on their big screen 
and allow owners to bring in 
their dogs. In the summer it 
will be a fantastic venue to 
enjoy a real ale on their large 
wooden deck to the rear of 
the pub. 

The pub is split into a bar 
and a restaurant. On Friday 
and Saturday nights the place 
is buzzing with activity with 
people of all ages, and a few 
four legged friends.

RED LION, DROITWICH

Also in Droitwich, The Red 
Lion has switched from elec-
tric to hand pumps. It is a 
Banks’s pub and stocks their 
regulars such as Banks’s 
Original and Bitter and also 
has Pedigree. Their lounge is 
very cosy and the bar shows 
football and rugby games. It 
is a very friendly pub where 
you’ll often see the punters in 
the bar playing a game of 
dominoes or cribbage. They 
have regular quiz nights and 
folk jam sessions. Again, well 
behaved dogs are welcomed 
and spoiled by Anthony, the 
son of landlord Ray. 

THE ANGEL
STOURPORT ON SEVERN

As well as the redevelopment 
of the old canal basin in 
Stourport, the other renais-
sance can be found at The 
Angel, an 18th Century river-
side pub. The landlord, Tim 
Hughes, used to run the 
world’s smallest commercial 
brewery in Aberystwyth and 
he is aiming to get enough 
real ale drinkers through his 
doors to enable him to pro-
vide a second guest beer. At 
the moment, the Angel 
serves good quality Banks’s 
Original, Bitter and one guest 
ale.

The pub was originally built 
as a watering hole for navvies 
working on the building of 
Stourport’s canals. Its nick-
name of ‘The Virgins’ was, of 

course, 
ironic as beer was 
not all that was provided 
here! The food side of the 
pub is developing with a var-
ied, interesting and attrac-
tively priced menu. Home 
cooked lunches are available 
along with evening meals 
except Sundays. The cosy 
bar often has a blazing fire in 
winter. For summer time, 
there is plenty of seating 
outside with views over the 
Severn. The pub has its own 
moorings and accommoda-
tion is also available. No 
longer a house of ill repute, 
the Angel is well worth visit-
ing the next time you’re in 
Stourport.

THE QUEEN’S HEAD 
SEDGEBERROW

This pleasant village pub is 
deservedly in the 2005 Good 
Beer Guide. The pub is run by 
Adam and Charlotte Hack-
forth-Walker and Adam is 
passionate about keeping 
and selling excellent beer. 
There are normally three 
beers available. The house 
beer is Wickwar Cotswold 
Way, unusual for this area, 
and currently one handpump 
is devoted to beers from the 
Wyre Piddle Brewery. The 
third beer is a changing guest 
often from small breweries 
although some larger region-
als have been represented. 
Thatcher’s Heritage Cider is 
also sold.

Pub News

Down Your Way
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TRADIDTIONAL 
ENGLISH ALES

T.E.A. CO
A fantastic selection of 
real ales supplied to the 
trade and specialising in 
Northern breweries 

including:

Abbeydale, Acorn, Bank 
Top, Bazens, Eastwood & 
Sanders, Facers,  Kelham 
Island, Ossett and Phoenix

Contact
Roger Greenfield
on 01384 562284

Mobile: 07884 062314

The pub, which is a 19th cen-
tury coaching inn, has been 
recently renovated to a high 
standard giving a pleasant 
rustic atmosphere. There are 
two rooms. The larger room 
has a bar area with high 
stools and a wooden floor. 
Recently a professional chef 
has been employed. It has a 
good selection to suit all 
tastes. On Sundays roast 
lunches are available in addi-
tion to the main menu. One 
area of the pub has been 
designated Non-Smoking at 
all times.

Some attractions in the 
area are the market town of 
Evesham, Sudeley Castle 
near Winchcombe and the 
Gloucester and Warwickshire 
Steam Railway at Todding-
ton.

Sunday Markets - 13th March, 10th April
Brewery tours by arrangement.

Having a party?  Why not order direct from the brewery?

A range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also available

and hop into Spring with two seasonal brews...and hop into Spring with two seasonal brews...and hop into Spring with two seasonal brews...and hop into Spring with two seasonal brews...

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060

3.7% ABV
Virtues of an easy 

drinking light ale with 

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by 
hops, one for the 
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases 

delicate 
Goldings fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Spring’s First (4.7%)  and Fool’s Gold (4.5%) 
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How Many Different Mild Ales Can You Find?

The Great Mild Safari
May has always been that time of year when that great British drink “Mild” has been promoted 
by CAMRA. Mild is low in calories but high in flavour and terrific value for money. So why not 
have a go at finding as many different types of cask mild on sale in the county? Simply write the 
name of the pub, location, date and mild ale (name and brewery) tasted on the form below. 
Completed sheets (copies acceptable) should be sent to “The Mild Safari”, 84 Guarlford Rd,
Malvern, Worcester, WR14 3QT by Jun 12th 2005. The two highest scoring entries will win free 
tickets to Bromsgrove Beer Festival or Worcester Beer Festival where more delicious milds can 
be sampled. In the event of a draw, two winners will be drawn out of a hat.

PubPubPubPub LocationLocationLocationLocation DateDateDateDate BreweryBreweryBreweryBrewery Name of MildName of MildName of MildName of Mild

1111

2222

3333

4444

5555

6666

7777

8888

9999

10101010

11111111

12121212

13131313

14141414

15151515

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary
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WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:WEATHEROAK  ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%

Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%

& Seasonal Special

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Old Hookey

Old Speckled Hen
Blacksheep

& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Large Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and PatioLarge Garden and Patio
All Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to AvailabilityAll Subject to Availability

CENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGION
“FREEHOUSE”

PUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEAR

HEADLESS CROSS,    REDDITCH

01527 550448

Three guest beers usually sourced 
from local independent breweries

Brewery 
news 
Teme Valley BreweryTeme Valley BreweryTeme Valley BreweryTeme Valley Brewery have 
bought the old Wye Valley 
Brewery plant and will be 
installing it in a different 
building at the Talbot in 
Knightwick this spring. This 
will allow the company to 
brew 10-20 barrels at a time.

The brewery website can 
be visited at 
www.temevalleybrewery.co.
uk This will feature a "Build a 
Brewery Blog" following 
building progress as well as a 
"How We Brew" section. 

Cannon Royall BreweryCannon Royall BreweryCannon Royall BreweryCannon Royall Brewery have 
launched “Twist an’ Stout” a 
4.5% dark, well-hopped ale 
with a dry palate.

Wild's Brewery Wild's Brewery Wild's Brewery Wild's Brewery has started 
brewing in Weobley, Here-
fordshire

Pete Wild set up a suc-
cessful brewery near Hud-
dersfield in 1994. The beers 
became fairly widely available 
however, the brewery closed 
in 1997, and the equipment 
found its way to Woodhamp-
ton. Was it coincidence that 
Pete himself should turn up 
in Herefordshire and set up a 
brewery only a few miles 
away in Weobley, although 
not with his original equip-
ment? Beers have been spot-
ted at the Dragon in Worces-
ter. Look out for Wild One 
(4.1%) , Wild 
SX (4.2%)  
and Wild 
Night (4.5%). 
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Up to 7 real ales 
available

all year round
including stoutsstoutsstoutsstouts

and p ortersp ortersp ortersp orters
plus traditional

cider or p erry.

A genuine 
f ree h ouse.

51 The Tything, Worcester. 
Tel: 01905 25845

The 
Dragon 
Inn

Worcester’s premier ale haven

PUB OF THE SEASON

Congratulations to the 
Weighbridge, Alvechurch Weighbridge, Alvechurch Weighbridge, Alvechurch Weighbridge, Alvechurch 
which has been awarded 
Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA Winter Pub of the 
Season. The award was pre-
sented to the licensees John  
and Jayne Humphries in 
January. The canalside pub 
has a great atmosphere, 
great food, a regular beer 
from Weatheroak Brewery 
and a guest ale. An autumn 
beer festival is now going to 
be a regular event.

PUBS OF THE YEAR

No, not a typo. Redditch and 
Bromsgrove were so im-
pressed with two of their 
pubs they have given both 
Pub of the Year awards. One 
for each of the counties that 
the branch covers. The 
Worcestershire winner was 
real ale haven, the Red Lion, Red Lion, Red Lion, Red Lion, 
BromsgroveBromsgroveBromsgroveBromsgrove. Sporting  seven 
real ales including lots of 
interesting guest beers plus 
two Belgian beers, the single 
roomed pub is run by Richard 
and Mini Scott. Look out for 
beer festivals, food promo-
tions and a great value curry 
night on Mondays.

The Warwickshire winner is 
the Little Lark in StudleyLittle Lark in StudleyLittle Lark in StudleyLittle Lark in Studley. Run 
by Mark Roskell, the Lark 
serves Ansells Mild, Ushers 
Bitter, Wadworth 6X plus one 
or two guest beers. Popular 
beer festivals and cheese 
festivals often draw in 
crowds throughout the year. 

The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Enville ale & 

Theakstons Best Bitter plus an 
ever changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

CAMRA Honours

Pub Awards
HEREFORDSHIRE 
PUB OF THE YEAR

Herefordshire CAMRA has 
voted the Olde Tavern in Olde Tavern in Olde Tavern in Olde Tavern in 
KingtonKingtonKingtonKington as their 2004 Pub
of the Year. Operated by the 
Herefordshire-based Dunn 
Plowman Brewery, the pub is 
famous for being totally un-
spoiled. The Alma Inn, LintonAlma Inn, LintonAlma Inn, LintonAlma Inn, Linton
was also credited as Here-
fordshire Country Pub of the 
Year for 2004. For more infor-
mation about these pubs, 
please go online at 
www.herefordcamra.org.uk.

NATIONAL WINNERS

The Fat Cat in Norwich Fat Cat in Norwich Fat Cat in Norwich Fat Cat in Norwich has 
won the CAMRA National 
Pub of the Year. This "Ale 
drinkers’ paradise” serves a 
range of ales; the tap room 
can be seen behind the bar. 
Up to 25 guest beers include 
one mild and a dark ale, 
sourced from leading brewer-
ies around the country. The 
pub stocks up to 30 Belgian 
bottled beers, plus six on tap. 
CAMRA’s National Pub of the 
Year in 1998, its popularity 
ranges from locals to stu-
dents; visitors to Norwich 
should not miss it.

Runner's up were a local 
favourite - the Olde Swan (Ma Olde Swan (Ma Olde Swan (Ma Olde Swan (Ma 
Pardoes), NethertonPardoes), NethertonPardoes), NethertonPardoes), Netherton, West 
Midlands, the Arden Arms, in Arden Arms, in Arden Arms, in Arden Arms, in 
StockportStockportStockportStockport, Cheshire and the 
New Inn in HalseNew Inn in HalseNew Inn in HalseNew Inn in Halse, Somerset.

Congratulations to all 
concerned.
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brewers and retailers alike. In 
less than six months CAMRA 
has signed up over 47% of 
brewers who produce bottled 
real ales. In addition nearly 
100 new outlets have been 
recruited. Real Ale in a Bottle 
is the bottled equivalent of 
the draught real ales you 
enjoy at the pub. 

It is important to note that 
though a particular beer is 
real ale in draught form this is 
not a guarantee that the 
bottled version will be real 
also. Most real ales will be 
clearly labelled but a quick 
check to see if there is
any yeast sediment will 
confirm if the beer is a RAIB.
For more details visit:
www.realaleinabottle.org

• Co-op Fair Trade 
Bumblebee Honey Ale (4.6%) 
is being launched in time for 
Fairtrade Fortnight which will 
run from 1st-13th March, 
when the Co-op will be taking 
20% off the price of  
Fairtrade products. Fairtrade 
aims to help marginalised 
growers and small scale 
producers in developing 
countries get a fair deal for 
their output. The Co-op Fair 
Trade Bumblebee Honey Ale 
is brewed exclusively for the 
Co-op by Freeminer Brewery 
in the Royal Forest of Dean. 
The bottled beer is brewed 
using Worcestershire  Hops 
and Fairtrade honey from 
Chile. 

serving a Belgian ale on
draught. It means it is the 
only UK pub company to list 
a cask Belgian ale among its
beer portfolio. The beer, De 
Koninck Ambree, has been 
brewed in Antwerp since 
1833, and has an ABV of 5%. 
It is described as a full-
bodied, top-fermenting ale, 
with velvety-smooth flavours.

• An advert for beer featuring 
a double-barrelled shotgun 
has been banned by the ASA 
after it resulted in more than 
50 complaints. The advert for 
Ruddles Ale, which appeared 
in newspapers, showed the 
gun positioned between two 
pub stools and pointed in the 
direction of the reader along 
with the words, "Excuse me, I 
believe that's my seat." 
Greene King, which brews 
Ruddles, said the gun 
dramatised a "fictional" 
situation. 

• Workers have "reluctantly" 
accepted closure of 
Boddingtons Brewery and 
the loss of jobs despite a 
campaign to keep it open. 
The Transport and General 
Workers Union said it had 
done all it could to save the 
famous Manchester Brewery. 
Hyde’s Brewery will be taking 
on the brewing of Bodding-
tons Bitter.

• The Real Ale in a Bottle 
Scheme (RAIB) has come a 
long way and seems to have 
captured the imaginations of 

• The takeover of 
Burtonwood Pub Co by 
Wolverhampton and Dudley 
has given the company an 
extra 460 pubs. This means 
that W&D’s total of 2135 
pubs makes them larger than
Greene King.

• At the time of writing, test 
brews of Draught Bass were 
being contract brewed by 
Marstons.

• Bristol’s Smiles Brewery 
has closed with the loss of 
nine jobs. Smiles brands will 
be now be brewed under 
licence at Highgate Brewery 
in Walsall, which is owned by 
the Aston Manor Brewery
Company. The beer currently 
sold as Smiles Original will 
be renamed Smiles Blond. 
The distribution business is 
expected to be taken over by 
Coors.

• Gerry and Ann Deegan, 
long-standing licensees of 
the Express, Malvern have 
moved from pub to post.  
They took over the running of 
the Malvern Link Post Office 
at the end of January. We 
wish them all the best in their 
new venture.

• The Coach and Horses at 
Weatheroak will be running a 
beer festival with a Black 
Country Beer theme between 
March 18-20th.

• Wetherspoon pubs across 
the UK are now exclusively 

Quick Halves
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FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in 
this cosy traditional canal-side 
pub.  Home cooked meals and 
bar snacks served daily (except 
Tuesday and Wednesday).  

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,
plus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BW

01562 73025501562 73025501562 73025501562 730255

offer. Beside the large choice 
of food and hot and cold 
drinks three hand pulls stood 
proudly in the middle of the 
bar. The clips proclaimed 
three bitters from local small 
breweries. I chose the No 
Eye Deer (4%) from the 
Goose Eye Brewery in 
Keighley. The light, copper 
bitter was in perfect condi-

tion and most 
enjoyable. It was 
a pity that the 

journey was only 25 minutes 
and it was early in the day or I 
might have had the chance to 
sample more. That was 
definitely something a little 
bit different. 

Sheila and I recently enjoyed
a coach tour of railways in 
Yorkshire. One of our visits 
was to the Keighley and 
Worth Valley Railway. This 
branch line, which has hardly 
changed in a century, is often 
used as a film location 
because of the many original 
features, including working 
gas lamps on the platforms.
The first film of The 
Railway Children 
featured Oakworth 
station while the village of 
Haworth has changed little 
since the Bronte Sisters lived 
here.

OXENHOPE

We were to board the train at 
the small stone built terminal 
station at Oxenhope, which 
huddled in the bottom of a 
steep sided valley. It was a 
chill morning and when the 
train pulled in to the platform 
the carriages were shrouded 
in steam as the heaters did 
their best to warm the 
interiors. We climbed into our 
reserved carriage. The guard 
blew his whistle and waved 
the green flag, and with a 
toot in reply the vintage tank 
locomotive pulled out, taking 
us on a nostalgic journey 
past mills and cottages to the 
metropolis of Keighley.

GOOD BEER GUIDE

As the Good Beer Guide lists 
the Buffet car on this train I 
made my way along the 
corridor to see what was on 

Colin & Shelia Scrivener Sample God’s Own County

Something a bit 
Different
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The Bell The Bell The Bell The Bell 
at Pensax

Near Abberley on the B4202

01299 89667701299 89667701299 89667701299 896677

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year CAMRA Pub of the Year 

2002, 2003 2002, 2003 2002, 2003 2002, 2003 and 2004200420042004
West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region West Midlands Region 

Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003Pub of the Year 2003

Wonderful views and a relaxed 
atmosphere with log fires.

Delicious home cooked food 

At least five real ales featuring a 
constantly changing selection of 

guest beers

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30 5-11
Sun all day

Sample our award winning ales at:Sample our award winning ales at:Sample our award winning ales at:Sample our award winning ales at:

The Plough
ShenstoneShenstoneShenstoneShenstone
WorcestershireWorcestershireWorcestershireWorcestershire
DY10 4DLDY10 4DLDY10 4DLDY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340

Beer Garden, Real Fire 
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

The Swan
High StHigh StHigh StHigh St
Chaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SDDY10 4SDDY10 4SDDY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302

Restaurant, Real Fire, Beer 
garden, Live Jazz.

Mild Ale 
3.5%
Sweet and well-
balanced dark 
brown ale with a 
hoppy, fruity 
finish.

Best Bitter 
4.5%
A straw-coloured 
bitter which 
initially seems 
sweet, but a 
complex dry, 
hoppy taste soon 
predominates. 

Getting what you pay for is a 
basic consumer right 
whether you are buying 
bread, potatoes or petrol. A 
kilogram should be a kilo-
gram, a litre should be a litre, 
and a pint should be a pint. 
It's fair to expect that when 
you order a pint of beer in a 
pub you should get 100% 
liquid - an honest pint.. The 
Government has pledged its 
support for new laws to pro-
tect consumers from short 
measure. But despite de-
tailed and realistic proposals, 
this promise has not turned 
into action.

Similarly requests made to 
local MPs to support full 
pints have resulted in little 

The Brandy Cask

Pub and BreweryPub and BreweryPub and BreweryPub and Brewery
Bridge Street, 

Pershore

Free house

Real alesReal alesReal alesReal ales
Whistling Joe 3.6%

Brandy Snapper 4.2%
Joe Baker’s Original 4.8%

Guest Beers

Bar snacks
Garden

Restaurant
River Moorings
Function Room

Tel: 01386 552602

support from Labour or Con-
servative politicians. Replies 
from local MPs in both par-
ties, indicate a belief that 
there is no need for further 
legislation to ensure custom-
ers get full pints. 

DISAPPOINTED

Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA chairman Stuart 
Dench said he was very dis-
appointed with the response. 
“9 in 10 pints are short meas-
ure, 1 in 4 pints are more 
than 5% short measure and 
yet our elected representa-
tives can’t see that there is a 
problem. This issue will not 
go away.”, he told Pint Taken. 

Full Pints

MPs - What Problem?
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Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA are on the look out 
for pubs advertising real ale 
when they only serve fizz. 
Branch chairman, Stuart 
Dench said, “We want to put 
a stop to misleading signs. It 
is unfair and insulting to 
drinkers who deserve better. 
These pubs are simply alien-
ating customers”. He added, 
“At the end of the day we’d 
much rather these pubs kept 
their signs and put some 
decent beer on”. Mr Dench 
did say that in the event of 
the misleading advertising 
continuing, Trading Stan-
dards would be contacted.

Old Tom from Robinson's in 
Stockport has been named 
as the Supreme Champion
Winter Beer of Britain 2005 
by a panel of judges at 
CAMRA's national winter
celebration of beer.

BARLEY WINE

The barley wine has an ABV 
of 8.5% and is described in 
the 2005 edition of
the Good Beer Guide as 'A 
full-bodied, dark beer, it has 
malt, fruit and chocolate in 
the aroma. A delightfully 
complex range of flavours 
including dark chocolate, full 
maltiness, port and fruits lead 
to a long, bitter-sweet after-
taste'. Oliver Robinson, from 
Robinson's Brewery, said "I'm 
absolutely thrilled. We won 
the award back in 2000 and
it's wonderful to achieve that 
once again. Old Tom is our 
flagship beer, we've been 
brewing it since 1899 and it's 
still very popular”. 

RUNNER’S UP

The silver prize went to Som-
erset based Bath Brewery for 
their superb Festivity, and the 
Bronze award went to Wood-
forde's brewery from Norfolk 
for their fantastic Head-
cracker.

Champion Winter Beer

Old Tom 
Comes up 
Trumps

Branch Target Misleading Signs

No real ale at 
the Inn

LIST OF SHAME

Pubs with no cask-
conditioned ales highlighted 
include the:
Sportsmans Arms, Redditch: 
"Traditional Cask Ales".
Red Lion, Hunt End: “Cask 
Conditioned Ales” and “Bass 
on Draught”.
Needlemakers, Studley: 
“Traditional Ales”.
Shakespeare, Studley: 
“Traditional Ales”.
Plough and Harrow, Catshill: 
“Traditional Ales”.
Sugarbrook, Bromsgrove: 
“Traditional Cask Ales”.                 
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Branch Celebrates milestone

30 years!

Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales from 
the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 
& AWARD WINNER

Redditch and Bromsgrove 
branch of CAMRA are cele-
brating thirty years of cam-
paigning this year. The 
branch was founded in 1975 
(the first ever CAMRA Good 
Beer Guide came out the 
year before) and has been 
supporting real ale and cider 
drinkers in Redditch, 
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and 

Dear Sir,
I just wanted to sing the 
praises of the excellent Robin 
Hood pub, between Chadde-
sley Corbett and Belbrough-
ton. Steve and Lesley have 
been the licensees for over 
two years now, and have 
made a real impact locally. 
The beer choice is limited, 
but consistent in quality. 
Black Sheep bitter and 
Fuller's London Pride are the 
two main beers; Adnam's 
Broadside was also on the 
menu at one stage, but didn't 
sell well enough. Perhaps a 
changing guest would be a 
good idea? Cider is also avail-
able, and is popular with the 
dedicated core of locals. 

Many pubs are now really 
restaurants, charging outra-
geous prices for poor beer, 
and also giving the cold 
shoulder to those who use 
pubs mainly for a drink. This 
is not one of those places. 

Letters

Food is available in a pleasant 
area where smoking is not 
allowed during dining ses-
sions. The food is reasonably 
priced and good too. The 
idyllic grounds to the pub, 
well away from the main 
road, are ideal for families in 
the summer, and there is a 
chicken coop where free 
range eggs are on sale. There 
is a lot of potential for out-
side activities, such as the 
popular bonfire festivities, 
barbecues, and who knows, 
maybe live music and beer 
festivals? All in all, this is a 
pub that deserves a greater 
accolade, in my opinion, and I 
certainly heartily recommend 
it to any visitors to the Clent 
hills looking for an unpreten-
tious and welcoming atmos-
phere with good beer Cider 
and food,

Martin Wall
Sent by email

surrounding areas ever since. 
To celebrate this historic 

event, a party will be held in 
July to which all members 
past and present are invited. 
The branch are particularly 
keen to hear from founder 
members who wish to tell 
some stories!  Send an email 
to 30@rbcamra.org.uk or ring 
01527 880118 for details.

21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY

2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open: Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALES

into
HALESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSES
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In April 2004, we extended 
our tour from the United 
States to take in some of the 
local flavour through the 
heart of England. Necessary 
references were the CAMRA-
Good Beer Guide, supple-
mented with Tim Hampson's 
Room at the Inn, and Barrie 
Pepper's Fifty More Great 
Pub Crawls. The first night 
was spent in Great Tew near 
Chipping Norton, Oxford-
shire, at the Falkland ArmsFalkland ArmsFalkland ArmsFalkland Arms, 
with a side trip to the Hook 
Norton Brewery. The second 
night was spent at the Crown 
and Trumpet, Broadway, 
Worcestershire. 

The Great Malvern HotelGreat Malvern HotelGreat Malvern HotelGreat Malvern Hotel
had been booked for the third 
day and we were ready 
to take on Barrie Pepper's 
Malvern Hills pub crawl. This 
crawl turned out to be about 
six miles with the possibility 
of taking in six pubs and of 
course six pints. The first 
stop was to take the train 
from Malvern to Colwall and 
the Colwall Park HotelColwall Park HotelColwall Park HotelColwall Park Hotel and its 
interesting hop garlands 
around the top of the bar. 
About a 20 minute walk up 
the B4218 led us to Upper 
Colwall and the Chase InnChase InnChase InnChase Inn, 
where we had a beautiful 
lunch along with some out-
standing real ale. Along the 
road, was a curious triangular 
road sign with a drawing of a 
frog, which was supposed to 
warn of migrating frogs? 
From there, we found our 

way to the Wyche InnWyche InnWyche InnWyche Inn with its 
dart board and beautiful view. 
The next stop was to be the 
Brewers ArmsBrewers ArmsBrewers ArmsBrewers Arms after passing 
the Worcester Beacon, but 
Mr. Pepper's directions were 
a little fuzzy. Of course it 
couldn't have been anything 
to do with the beer. 

Amazingly enough, our 
friends from King's Norton 
found us wandering aimlessly 
along the road and directed 
us to the Brewers Arms 
which unfortunately was 
closed. Too bad too, because 
a pint of Pedigree would have 
been welcome at that point. 
Then down the 99 steps to 

the UnicornUnicornUnicornUnicorn in Malvern. 
The Unicorn was a bit smoky 
for the ladies so they took tea 
at the nearby Mount Pleasant Mount Pleasant Mount Pleasant Mount Pleasant 
HotelHotelHotelHotel. Then back it was to 
the Great Malvern Hotel. But 
wait, the Nag's HeadNag's HeadNag's HeadNag's Head is not 
too far for a brisk walk, so off 
we went. And well worth the 
trip it was, for waiting for us 
was that pint of Pedigree 
along with two surprises, 
Batham's Bitter, and Banks's 
Bitter. However, we drained 
the Batham's and there was 
no more to be had. Next time 
I see Tim Batham we'll 
discuss that, possibly over a 
pint of their fine Mild, at the 
Bull and Bladder, Brierley Hill.

Allen D. Griffiths from Ohio takes in some Classic English Pubs

Letter from America
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And Finally...
lated a cunning plan: "I was 
scooping the snow from 
above me and packing it 
down below the window, and 
then I peed on it to melt it. It 
was hard and now my kid-
neys and liver hurt. But I'm 
glad the beer I took on holi-
day turned out to be useful 
and I managed to get out of 
there."

Rescuers eventually found 
Kral staggering drunk on a 
mountain path, four days
after his ordeal began.

Sorry Not Available
The practice of a certain pub 
chain in putting a “Sorry Not 
Available” sign on pump clips 

Beer saves trapped 
man
We are delighted to report 
that a Slovak man trapped in 
his car after an avalanche 
urinated his way to freedom 
after working his way through 
60 half-litre bottles of beer.

Richard Kral was off on 
holiday when the snow swal-
lowed his Audi in the Tatra 
mountains. Initially, he tried 
to dig his way out via the 
car's window, but soon real-
ised that the snow would fill 
the vehicle long before he 
could break free.

Mercifully, he had stocked 
up on essential supplies of 
alcohol and quickly formu-

has led to one pub actually 
commissioning a 4.7% beer 
from Church End brewery 
and named “Sorry Not Avail-
able”. Although rather tongue 
in cheek, the beer was on 
sale in the Wellington in Bir-
mingham city centre. 

It sold out within hours of 
going on sale, perhaps as a 
reflection of the frustration 
drinkers feel when they see 
their favourite beer is really 
not available! Perhaps we 
might see a follow up - “No 
call for real ale round here”?
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Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

County EventsCounty EventsCounty EventsCounty Events
Sun 22 May County Social at Hartlebury British Legion Club. Starts 

12noon

Kidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster sub----branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)branch (01562 824760)
Wed 16 Mar Social - Hop Pole Inn, Bewdley 8.30pm
Wed 13 Apr Social - Manor Arms, Abberley 8.30pm
Wed 11 May Social - Harbour Inn, Arley 8.30pm
Tue 24 May Social - New Inn, Shrawley 8.30pm

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)
Tue 8 Mar Branch meeting - Fox, Chaddesley Corbett 

(Membership)
Tue 12 Apr Branch meeting - Ladybird, Bromsgrove (Pubs - Talk 

by K.McMahon)
6-8 May Trip to Bath - Ring for details
Tue 10 May Branch AGM - Steps, Headless Cross, Redditch

Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Sat 5 Mar Great Malvern Beer and Curry night, 7pm *
Tue 8 Mar Branch meeting - The Old Bush, Callow End
Sat 26 Mar Day Trip - Cain's Brewery, Liverpool by coach to pre-

sent Champion Beer of Festival 2004 certificate *
Sat 9 Apr Evening crawl of Upton on Severn using public trans-

port.
Tue 12 Apr Branch meeting - The Talbot, Knightwick
Sat 30 Apr Evening surveying trip by mini-bus to pubs in South-

West of Branch area
Sat 14 May Worcester St Johns Beer and Curry night. 7pm *
Tue 10 May Branch AGM - Brandy Cask, Pershore (Ring for details)

Events marked * ring 01905 426391 for details

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.uk
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