
1

www.pinttaken.org.uk

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter

Spring 2006

A lot has happened since the 
last Pint Taken regarding the 
Plough in Fish Street, Worces-
ter. Not only has the planning 
application to convert the
Plough into officers been re-
fused, much due to the com-
plaints received, the Plough 
now has new licensees, Matt 
and Kate, and will be reopen-
ing in early March. Matt, Kate 
and friends have been very 
busy sprucing up the inside of 
the pub, which will have his-
toric Worcester memorabilia 
on the walls and maybe some 
Worcester City FC items if 
Matt gets his way.

REFURBISHMENT

Regulars returning to the pub 
may be shocked to see its 
green interior but extensive 
research, in the form of Kate 

stripping back many layers of 
paint, has identified that the 
pub was green many years 
ago. Plus the metal fire
place is not a new addition 
but what was lurking behind 
all the grime that had built up 
over the years.

REAL ALES

Regulars and new customers 
will not be disappointed to 
find cask ales on sale with 
initially one regular and two 
guests on offer and the inten-
tion to add another pump in 
the future. Keeping with the 
Worcester theme, local beers
will be supported as well as 
local food available at lunch 
times, which more people will 
be able to enjoy with addi-
tional floor space being made
available to the public on the 

Worcester Pub saved reports Bill Ottaway

Plough to reopen

Stourbridge CAMRA will be 
offering no less than 80 beers 
and ciders at their annual fes-
tival which will take place be-
tween April 27 and 29th (Thu -
Sat) at the town hall, Market 
St, Stourbridge. 
The venue is just ten min-

utes walk from the railway 
and bus stations. The opening 
hours are Thu 7-11pm, Fri and 

FREE

first floor. 

OPENING HOURS 

The irregular opening hours 
that made the Plough so infa-
mous are now a thing of the 
past with the pub being open 
seven days a week 11-11.

FAMILY HISTORY

Matt and Kate have made sev-
eral remarkable discoveries 
whilst stripping back
the dirt and grime that has 
built up over the decades but 
none as amazing as discover-
ing that Matt's great aunt 
used to live in the Plough 
around 1910.
I'm sure she would be 

happy to know that the pub is 
back in the family and
will be well looked after.

CAMRA Beer Festival Information

Stourbridge Get Ready
Sat 12-11 pm.
Hot and cold food, souvenir 

glasses and merchandise will 
be available. This year there 
will be no live music, so you 
can fully enjoy the beer and 
conversation. 

DETAILS

For more information visit 
www.stourbridge-camra.co.uk 

Smoking to be banned

Lights Out!
The vote by MPs on Feb 14th 
to ban smoking in public 
places including pubs and 
clubs has been well received 
by CAMRA members. Reac-
tion amongst licensees has 
been a little more 
muted. Read the 
opinions on page page page page 
14.14.14.14.
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Redditch Festival Triumphs

Redditch 
WAF: Great!
The first CAMRA Redditch 
Winter Ales Festival has been 
declared a fantastic success. 
The two day event held in 
January received some very 
positive comments from cus-
tomers and even managed to 
get a review in the Guardian!
The 30 beers didn’t run out 
until a few minutes before 
closing on the last day and 
then there was cider
and perry to drink. In addition 
no less than 33 new CAMRA 
members, were signed up 
and £156 was raised for the 
County Air Ambulance.
Beer of the Festival was 

awarded to Over the Edge Over the Edge Over the Edge Over the Edge 
(7.2% ABV) from Kinver BreKinver BreKinver BreKinver Brew-w-w-w-
eryeryeryery. Described as strong, pale, 
hoppy and very drinkable. The 
Cider/Perry of the Festival was 
won by Gwatkin PerryGwatkin PerryGwatkin PerryGwatkin Perry.

Pub Events - Still Time

Trails and 
Treasure

WORCESTER

As long as you are reading 
this before the end of March, 
there is still time to join in 
with National Pubs Week 
events run by local CAMRA 

branches.  First up is an “Ale 
Trail” organised by Worcester 
Branch. Just pick up a 
‘passport’ from any of the 
pubs within the branch area 
that appear in the 2006 
CAMRA Good Beer Guide, 
collect stickers from at least 
14 other participating pubs, 
and you’ll receive two tickets 
for the 2006 Worcester Beer 
Festival.

BROMSGROVE

Similarly, in the Bromsgrove 
area pick up a copy of the 
Treasure Hunt from real ale 
pubs in the town or from 
www.rbcamra.org.uk. The 
event is organised by 
Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA. Prizes include beer 
kindly donated by Purity and 
Highgate Breweries.

West Midlands Beer of the 
Year 

Malvern 
Hills Peaks
Black Pear Bitter from the 
Malvern Hills Brewery may 
not be as famous as the local 
spring water, however, it is 
fast gaining a reputation for 
its beer. Malvern Hills Brew-
ery has been brewing ales on 
the Malvern Hills since it 
opened in September 1998. It 
has now beaten off stiff com-
petition from other Midlands 
brewers to win CAMRA West 
Midlands Beer of the Year.
Only run as a part-time opera-
tion since opening, owner and 
sole-brewer, Julian Hawthorn-
thwaite, is now working full-
time  to concentrate on brew-
ing his champion beer. 

Malvern Hills Brewery is very 
much the brewery with a 
view: at over 620 ft above sea 
level it is the highest in the 
Midlands, with views out 
across the Severn Valley to 
prove it!

BLACK PEAR

Black Pear, at 4.4% ABV, is a 
golden brew with a citrus hop-
piness, and a long dry after-
taste. The name Black Pear 
comes from the old county 
emblem of Worcestershire.
The brewery recently won an 
award at Hereford Beer Festi-
val for its popular real lager, 
Priessnitz Pilzen. This is 
brewed in the proper way be-
ing bottom-fermented in the 
vat - another first for the Mid-
lands. 

Kidderminster CAMRA

Your 
branch 
needs you!
CAMRA’s Worcestershire 
County Organiser is asking 
members in the Kiddermin-
ster, Stourport, Bewdley and  
surrounding areas to get in 
touch with him. Brett Laniosh 
has said that the area is rela-
tively poorly supported in 
terms of CAMRA members. 

ALL HELP APPRECIATED

“Even if you can do no more 
than visit a pub every month 
or so that would be a great 
help”, Mr Laniosh  told Pint 
Taken. For more details drop 
an email to editor@pinttaken.
org.uk or ring 07976 610 144. 
A Kidderminster website will 
be launched soon.

Local 
News
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Pub Real Ale Festivals

Pub Fests
BIRLINGHAM

Nic and Imogen at the Swan Swan Swan Swan 
in Birlingham are hosting an-
other Beer Festival on the 3rd 
and 4th of June. The format 
will be similar to previous 
events with a marquee hous-
ing most of the 20+ beers 
and a good supply of food 
over the weekend.

ALVECHURCH

John and Jayne at the 
WeighbridgeWeighbridgeWeighbridgeWeighbridge will be celebrat-
ing wining the CAMRA Branch 
Pub of the Year with a beer 
festival on 9th and 10th (11-11 
both days) of June. 15 real 
ales plus cider and perry will 
be featured. Food is available,  
for more information go to 
www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 
or ring 0121 445 5111. The 
pub will also be running a 
Winter Beer Festival which 
will run during the weekend of 
the 6/7th October.

A traditional English Pub serving home made food at 
reasonable prices, including the infamous Desperate Dan Cow 

Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. Also 
serving home made sweets.

Every week  there is a new guest beer but be q uick  before it runs 
out!  Also available is a selection of twenty B roadlands 

T raditional and Country F ruit W ines including the popular 
Cherry W ine and the new B lack  B eer and R aisin.

~

Sunday Night Quiz; 
Lunch Time Menu (12 – 2pm)

~

T he Little Lark
Studley

(Along Alcester R oad)

T el: 01527 853105

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

WEATHEROAK ALES:WEATHEROAK ALES:WEATHEROAK ALES:WEATHEROAK ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%
Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%
& Seasonal Special 

OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:OTHER REAL ALES:
Hobsons Town Crier
Everards Original

Blacksheep
& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386 
Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411

Now open 11.30Now open 11.30Now open 11.30Now open 11.30----11 Mon11 Mon11 Mon11 Mon----Sat, 12Sat, 12Sat, 12Sat, 12----10.30 Sun10.30 Sun10.30 Sun10.30 Sun

Scottich Brewery Sells Up

Harviestoun 
Sold
A Scottish home-brewer who 
started making beer in a barn 
has sold his business. Ken 
Brooker who founded the Har-
viestoun Brewery 21 years 
ago has sold the business to 
Edinburgh-based Caledonian 
Brewing Company and plans 
to use the £3 million proceeds 
to retire.
In 2003, Haviestoun  Bitter 

and Twisted was CAMRA’s
supreme champion beer. 
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The The The The 
DODFORD DODFORD DODFORD DODFORD 
INNINNINNINN

Whinfield Road, Dodford, Whinfield Road, Dodford, Whinfield Road, Dodford, Whinfield Road, Dodford, 
Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527 

832470)832470)832470)832470)

Ray and Mandy 
welcome all customers 

new and old

Four Real Ales
Real Home Cooked Food 

Eight acres of beautiful 
countryside

Live music featured regularly. 
Please telephone for details

 Ramblers welcome

CENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGION
“FREEHOUSE”

PUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEARPUB OF THE YEAR

HEADLESS CROSS, REDDITCH

01527 550448

Three guest beers usually sourced 
from local independent breweries

Local beers. Local produce. 
Everything a local pub should have.

Telephone 01684 833554

The 
Plume 
of 

Feathers
Castlemorton Common WR13 6JB

plus
two more 
guest ales

Home made food a speciality, cooked and served fresh

Separate dining area, large car park and beer garden

Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £2.99
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach 

plus a guest ale

Welcome to the Hop Pole, a 
traditional pub that offers a friendly 
atmosphere in the heart of Droitwich, 
Worcestershire. Enjoy the rustic oak 
beams and the charm that comes with 
a building that is over 300 years old.

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.

co.uk

01905 770155

The 
HOP POLE
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73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA 
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2004

Cask Marque accredited

Up to seven real ales changing daily

Two Belgian beers always on draught 

Home-made, home-cooked curry every Monday night 5-8

Regular Beer Festivals Held

The little pub with the big welcome

IN THE last edition of Pint 
taken you state that the Free-
masons and Gardeners in 
Droitwich are real ale less. 
This isn't true as they both sell 
cask conditioned Banks's Bit-
ter and Hanson's Mild elec-
tronically dispensed into over-
size glasses. 
ALAN THOMPSON, DroitwichALAN THOMPSON, DroitwichALAN THOMPSON, DroitwichALAN THOMPSON, Droitwich

Thanks for the update Alan. 
When surveyors went in both 
these pubs, they were cate-
gorically informed by bar staff 
that they did not serve real ale. 
A staff training issue it seems. 
How many bar staff know 
what cask-conditioned or real 
ale is or even know if they 
serve it? Ed.

WITH reference to 
the article on Beer Prices in
Pint Taken (Autumn 2005). I 
was incensed when reading 
that the Chief Executive of
CAMRA allegedly stated that 
we should be prepared to pay 
more for quality especially, as 
small brewers, are recently 
paying reduced levels of duty. 
If in fact Mr. Mike Benner did 
pass this comment we are 
obviously paying him too high 
a salary. Beer of 4% ABV or 
below strength should never 
cost more than £2 a pint. In 
the Black Country and 
Kidderminster prices are well 
below this level where as in 
Malvern they are well in 

excess of this level. We are 
being ripped off in many UK 
pubs. A national recom-
mended pricing policy for the 
different categories of beers 
is desperately needed, if we 
are to encourage real ale 
drinkers, Drinkers should vote 
with their feet and use only 
pubs with sensible prices.
JOHN DURHAM, Worcester JOHN DURHAM, Worcester JOHN DURHAM, Worcester JOHN DURHAM, Worcester 

Not forgetting that the main 
finding of CAMRA’s annual 
pub prices survey was that 
real ale is exceptionally good 
value for money compared to 
mass-produced 
lager and keg 
products. Ed

Letters

TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett

01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

•CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able

• Smoking and non-smoking 
rooms

• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked home-
made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch 
Phone 0121 445 4411Phone 0121 445 4411Phone 0121 445 4411Phone 0121 445 4411

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30 - 8.30 pm

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints

Containers available.

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits

Good range of bottled British beers

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

The Great  Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the Theatre 
and therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals. The service and 
style of food has an emphasis on value for money and a relaxing style 
of eat ing. Where possible we use local produce, this includes items 

such as the award winning sausages from Malvern Country Meals, and 
all the fruit  & vegetables come from Birmingham 

market  each morning. We also enjoy serving local and interesting bev-
erages. Our entries in the Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a credit  to 

the local beers & ciders of the area. We are open to the 
public for breakfast , lunch and evening meals from 

Monday - Saturday. 
Phone 01684 563411 for reservations.

The Great Malvern Hotel, 
Graham Road, 
Great Malvern, 

Worcestershire WR14 2HN
Tel: 01684 563411 
Fax: 01684 560514 

e-mail: sutton@great-malvern-hotel.co.uk
www.great-malvern-hotel.co.uk

Small Brewers Increasing

Small is 
Better
Small local brewers - once 
thought all but drowned in a 
sea of cheap lager and 
alcopops - are making a 
comeback. Around 50 new 
small breweries open every 
year, creating a greater choice 
than at any time since CAMRA
was founded in 1971.
The Society of Independent 

Brewers (SIBA) says that sales 
by its members in 2005 were 
up by 12% on the previous 
year. The Good Beer Guide 
lists many success stories, 
such as the Copper Dragon 
Brewery in Yorkshire, which 
quadrupled production in just 
three years. It's all good news 
for the demanding beer 
drinker and although real ale 
sales are dwarfed by those of 
mass-produced lager, its 
growing popularity bears 
comparison with the success 
of campaigns to push organic 
food and local, seasonal 
produce.

OTHER BENEFITS

An additional benefit is that 
small breweries provide jobs 
in rural areas, and in areas of 
industrial decline.
This success story has not 

gone unnoticed by environ-
mentalists, in a world where 
the demise of small local 
businesses seems unstoppa-
ble. "The growth of micro-
breweries is real, and it's very 
encouraging," says Vicki Hird, 
the senior food 
campaigner at 
Friends of the Earth. 
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Laurence and I decided that a 
trip to Brussels would be just 
what the doctor ordered for 
recharging the batteries.

DAY ONE

Our first port of call was a 
basic eatery called Chez Léon 
on Rue des Bouchers. An old 
friend always used to be really 
keen on gueuze beer and so I 
started with a bottle of 
gueuze called Mort Subite
(Sudden Death – more on this 
later). It was delicious. All of 
the guide books describe 
gueuze as being an acquired 
taste. I reckon those guide 
books don’t know what 
they’re talking about! After a 
lovely meal it was on to Au 
Bon Vieux Temps, a classic 
“brown café” in an alley off 
Rue du Marché aux Herbes. 
Brown cafés are most like 
traditional British Pubs, with 
dark wooden panelling. The 
chain-smoking landlady men-
tioned in the guide books did-
n’t disappoint, and was soon 
serving up a couple of fine 
brews. For me, Lorsendonk 
Pater, described as a brune, 
but more like a ruby-red in 
colour. Laurence had a Hoe-
gaarden, which was a light, 
refreshing wheat beer. The 
final port of call of the evening 
was a bar we stumbled upon 
called La Reserve. The Leffe 
Brune was exactly what it 
should have been: deep 
brown & full of caramel tones. 
My notes don’t say what Laur-
ence had, as I had noticed 
that she was the only lady in 

the place. The music was ei-
ther mid 80’s disco, or broad-
way showtunes. Not that I’m 
leaping to conclusions here, 
but I’m not sure the two de-
tails were unrelated!

DAY TWO

Next day saw a highly enjoy-
able visit to the comic strip 
museum on Rue Des Sables, 
then a late lunch at À la Mort 
Subite on Rue Montagne aux 
Herbes Potagères. This is the 
longest café in Brussels. The 
final round as always played À 
la Mort Subite (Sudden Death) 
and the name stuck. After the 
wonderful beer of the same 
name that we had had the 
previous night, Laurence de-

cided to try 
the Gueuze. 
Oh, my! I now see what the 
guide books were talking 
about! It was served warm 
(the menu warned us of this), 
and was incredibly sour. I took 
pity on her and we swapped –
so she had my Grimbergen 
Blonde, which at 6% was a bit 
heavy for lunchtime but jolly 
nice nonetheless. After more 
wandering around (and having 
been treated to Bach’s Toc-
cata and Fugue in D Minor in 
the cathedral) we wound up at 
Falstaff, an Art Nouveau deco-
rated café for a Jupiler (a light, 
refreshing 4.5% lager).

To be continuedTo be continuedTo be continuedTo be continued

Beer Abroad by Richie Oak

Brussels Beckons
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All About Beer

The Big 
Beer Book
CAMRA Books, have launched 
The Big Book of Beer, a book 
temptingly subtitled, ‘Every-
thing you Need to Know 
About the World’s Greatest 
Drink!’
Beer writer Adrian Tierney-

Jones, tells the complete 
story of beer in a refreshing 
and accessible manner. It 
takes you on a journey from 
humble beginnings in a sun-
drenched field of barley, 
through the brewing process, 
to reaching the glass in vari-
ous forms and styles - satisfy-
ingly aromatic and lightly spar-
kling.

TASTING

At a recent corporate tasting 
hosted by Adrian Tierney-
Jones, two-thirds of the fe-
males at the tasting liked Eng-
lish Bitter, from a selection of 
six contrasting beer styles, 
which flies in the face of or-
thodox brewing wisdom that 
the female palate enjoys a 
sweeter beer. Interestingly 
none of the drinkers would 
have considered drinking Bit-
ter before tasting it.
The Big Book of Beer cov-

ers a range of topics and is a 
great gift title, for both beer 
novices and aficionados alike. 
Quite simply it is everything 
you need to know about the 
world’s greatest drink!
Priced £14.99. It’s available 

to buy from all good book-
shops, or direct from CAMRA 
01727 867201 or online at 
www.camra.org.uk/books 

Sunday Markets - 12th March, 9th April, 14 May
Brewery tours by arrangement.

Having a party?  Why not order direct from the brewery?

A range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also availableA range of bottle conditioned beers also available

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060

3.7% ABV
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 
with vivid 
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt 

balanced 
by hops. A 
beer for the 
connois-
seur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste 
showcases 
delicate 
Goldings 
fragrance.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

The  Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6  5PH

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

plus seasonal brew… plus seasonal brew… plus seasonal brew… plus seasonal brew… Spring’s First (4.7%)  

This That T’other blond
4.4% ABV
A rich, 
smooth 
character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own.
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Saturday 14th January and 
another trip organised by the 
branch’s intrepid social 
secretary. This, however, was 
to be the most ambitious day-
out yet, with visits to a beer 
festival, two breweries and a 
number of pubs across three 
counties.

REDDITCH WINTER ALES 
FESTIVAL

The tour began with some 
questionable navigation and 
bus-driving heroics as we 
manoeuvred our way to the 
Redditch Beer Festival. The 
beer was in good condition 
and the event was well-
attended. Some felt that 
Robinsons Old Tom (8.5%) 
and Islay Ballaby Ale (7%) 
were slightly strong for 
lunchtime – some didn’t!

ALCESTER

From Redditch, we moved on 
to Alcester with its three 
Good Beer Guide-listed pubs.
The Turks HeadTurks HeadTurks HeadTurks Head, Holly Bush Holly Bush Holly Bush Holly Bush 
and Three Tuns Three Tuns Three Tuns Three Tuns offered an 
excellent choice of interesting 
national beers and quality ales 
from closer to home 
(Hobsons, Cannon Royall, 
Goffs and North Cotswold). 
We were also able to sample 
Purity beers before travelling 
on to visit the brewery in the 
nearby village of Great Alne.

PURITY BREWERY

We were met by Director 
Paul Evans  in the wonderful, 
newly-converted farm 
buildings, and given an 
interesting tour by Dave 
Beech (the brewer), before 

sampling the beers in a 
specially designed bar area. 
The brewery, which has been 
in operation since September, 
supplies its two beers – Pure 
Gold (3.8%) and Pure Ubu 
(4.5%) – to a number of pubs 
in the surrounding area.

WIZARD BREWERY

In contrast, the Wizard 
Brewery in Whichford (our 
next port-of-call) has its own 
outlet in the form of the 
Norman KnightNorman KnightNorman KnightNorman Knight, as well as 
supplying other pubs in North 
Oxon. Mike Garner (the 
brewer) gave us a tour of the 
brewery and allowed us to 
sample four beers: Apprentice 
(3.8%), One for the Toad (4%), 
Black Magic (4.3%) and 

Worcester CAMRA Trip Report

Worcester Go East
Druids Fluid (5%) . The beer 
mats on the walls are 
testament to the many 
different beers that Mike has 
served before concentrating 
on his own Wizard brand. 

BROAD CAMPDEN & 
BRETFORTON

There followed a quick stop at 
the Bakers Arms Bakers Arms Bakers Arms Bakers Arms in Broad 
Campden, before going on to 
the FleeceFleeceFleeceFleece at Bretforton. It 
was great to see that this 
wonderful National Trust-
owned pub has lost none of 
its character following the 
post-fire restorations, and 
excellent food and five very 
good ales (Hook Norton Bitter, 
Slaters Premium, Uley Pigs 
Ear, Woods Pot of Gold and 
Orkney Skullsplitter) provided 
a suitable climax to a full, and 
very enjoyable, day.
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WORCESTER

Spotted in the Crown and ACrown and ACrown and ACrown and An-n-n-n-
chorchorchorchor, Hylton Road, St Johns 
were Belhaven St Andrews 
Ale, Highgate Fats Catz, 
Jennings Sneck Lifter and-
Cocker Hoop along with Mar-
stons Bitter. Apparently the 
first two are rotating guest 
beers and the other three are
semi-permanent. Sunday 
roast for £3.50 is another at-
traction

WOODGATE

Recent CAMRA Pub of the 
Season, the Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well 
near Stoke Prior has added 
two more handpumps follow-
ing an increase in demand for 
real ale. Regular guest beers 
from Wye Valley and 
Weatheroak Brewery will be 
featured. This takes the total 
number of cask ales up to six.

MALVERN

The Unicorn Unicorn Unicorn Unicorn is now a member 
of the Enterprise Inns / SIBA 
Local Direct Real Ale scheme 
which means that the pub will 
be serving a wider range of 
guest ales, including those 
from local breweries. 
A planning application to 

convert the VaultsVaultsVaultsVaults into apart-
ments has been withdrawn. 
The decision has been wel-
comed by CAMRA who noted 
the district council’s com-
ments that the negative im-
pact the closure would have. 

ABBERLEY

The Manor Arms at Abberley 
is now serving Wye Valley 
HPA on a permanent basis.

This is to complement the 
three regular beers on sale: 
Timothy Taylor Landlord, 
Hook Norton Hooky Best and 
Flowers IPA.

BROMYARD

The WheatsheafWheatsheafWheatsheafWheatsheaf at Whit-
bourne near Bromyard has 
reopened and the new licen-
see is a CAMRA member 
committed to real ale.
Changes at the traditional pub 
have been kept to a minimum 
though there is a new com-
fortable lounge. Ales spotted 
have been Cotleigh Tawny 
and Wye Valley HPA. Due on 
were beers from Bazens and 
Beartown. Look out for good 
food including game pie, 
honey glazed ham and a vari-
ety of other dishes to suit all 
appetites and preferences and 
cooked by Gordon the licen-
see.

REDNAL

The Oak Tree Oak Tree Oak Tree Oak Tree is the new 
name for the Poachers Pocket 
but is probably better known 
by its original name the Cha-
let. The pub which serves 
Banks’s Beers has reopened 
after a massive refurbishment.

PENSAX

The award winning Bell Bell Bell Bell at 
Pensax has been featured in 
the Daily Telegraph’s guide to 
British pubs. Adam Edwards 
from the Telegraph writes, 
“The spicy texture of local 
forcemeat sharpened by 
freshly prepared Colman's 
mustard and sweetened by 
the sauce of the tomato is a 

Pub News

In Your Local
tongue-tickling 
delicacy de-
signed to sat-
isfy the most 
discerning sa-
loon-bar sybarite”. The beer is 
also praised, “There are wel-
coming open fires, broad-
sheet newspapers and a 
cheerful no-nonsense York-
shire publican who claims to 
be the only provider of Timo-
thy Taylor's Best Bitter (as 
opposed to Landlord) to the 
soft south.” Whilst it is good 
to know that the southern 
press do venture north of 
Watford once in a while; read-
ers of Pint Taken will have 
been aware of the attractions 
of the Bell for many a year.

STUDLEY

Holdens Golden Glow has 
been spotted in the RailwayRailwayRailwayRailway
and also at the SwanSwanSwanSwan. The 
latter which has also started 
sporting a “Leasehold For 
Sale sign.

REDDITCH

After a change of hands, the 
Woodland Cottage Woodland Cottage Woodland Cottage Woodland Cottage in Red-
ditch has started serving 
beers from Weatheroak Brew-
ery. Slippery Slope has been 
spotted .

WYCHBOLD

A new Brewer’s Fayre pub the 
Wych Way InnWych Way InnWych Way InnWych Way Inn has opened 
close to junction five of the 
M5. Real ale is either Mar-
stons Pedigree or Banks’s 
Bitter.
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The Gate Hangs Well
Woodgate, Stoke Prior, 
Bromsgrove. B60 4HG.
Tel: 01527 821957
Fax: 01527 821777

Opening times:
Mon - Sat 12.00 - 3.00pm,

5.30 - 11.00pm
Sunday 12.00 - 10.30pm

The Gate Hangs Well is a traditional country pub with log burning 
fires, snug areas , beer garden and a warm and friendly welcome.

A la carte evening menu alongside a day time pub menu. 
Traditional Sunday Carvery. 

Weddings and Parties catered for.
Six superb real ales including guest ales.

Under new ownership and totally refurbished.
A free house that offers quality food at real prices.

Welcome to a taste of the country. 

The Bell The Bell The Bell The Bell at Pensax
Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

01299 
896677

Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year 
2002, 2003 and 2004
West Midlands Region 
Pub of the Year 2003

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries

 Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available

Lunchtime Specials

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30 
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11

Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSEINDEPENDENT FREE HOUSEINDEPENDENT FREE HOUSEINDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES14 REAL ALES14 REAL ALES14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAYCHANGING EVERY DAYCHANGING EVERY DAYCHANGING EVERY DAY

2 BELGIAN BEERS2 BELGIAN BEERS2 BELGIAN BEERS2 BELGIAN BEERS

Open:
Mon - Sat 12-11, 
Sun 12-10.30

EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGONFESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the 
REAL ALESALESALESALES

into
HALALALALESESESESOWEN

WAGGON & HORSESWAGGON & HORSESWAGGON & HORSESWAGGON & HORSES

Pubs Worth Seeking Out

Little Gems
THE BLACK HORSE,

CRANHAM

Not far from Gloucester, 
surrounded by woods and 
hills, is the pleasant village of 
Cranham. Up a side road in 
the lower part of the village 
you will find The Black Horse
Inn. The pub is an unspoilt, 
stone built, 17th century free 
house. The large bar has a red 
tiled floor, an open fire and 
the bar itself is decorated with 
dried hops. There is a lounge, 
at a lower level, with settles 
for seating and its own small 
bar area. On a recent visit the 
beers on offer were 
Hancock’s HB, Sharp’s 
Doombar, Wickwar BOB and 
Whittington’s Cats Whiskers. 

The staff were 
welcoming and the pub is 
rated as quiet as there is no 
music. A blackboard shows a 
good selection of country-
style dishes and the portions 
are big enough for the 
heartiest of appetites. Huge 
portions of faggots seemed 
popular on this visit. No food 
is served Sunday evening. The 
pub may not open on 
Mondays. The Black Lion is a 
heraldic sign mainly related to 
the wife of Edward III, 
although this one could be 
that of Owen Glendower, the 
celebrated Welsh chieftain. 
The pub is not difficult to find 
and well justifies its entry in 
the Good Beer Guide.
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WEIGHBRIDGE, 
ALVECHURCH

A former Alvechurch private 
club that only opened as a 
pub four years ago has been 
awarded Pub of the Year by 
Redditch and Bromsgrove 
branch of CAMRA. The The The The 
Weighbridge, AlvechurchWeighbridge, AlvechurchWeighbridge, AlvechurchWeighbridge, Alvechurch lo-
cated in Alvechurch Boat Cen-
tres Marina on the Worcester 
& Birmingham Canal was once 
the old Weighbridge office for 
offloading coal barges to 
horse and cart for local deliv-
eries. In 2002 it was con-
verted into a free house and 
after encouragement from the 
local CAMRA branch in this 
magazine, started serving real 
ale. 

BEERS

The regular beer, Tillerman's 
Tipple from local brewery 
Weatheroak Ales sits along-
side a guest beer, invariably 
from a local microbrewery. As 
well as the beers which were 
judged to be in superb condi-
tion, the judges highlighted 
other aspects of the pub 
which contributed to the top 
marks achieved. These in-
cluded a layout of three indi-
vidual rooms (one non-
smoking) each with their own 
character, a warm welcome 
and an individuality. The 
judges also paid tribute to the 
selection of home made and 
good value food. 
Congratulations to licen-

sees John and Jayne. Runner 
up is last year's winner, the 
Red Lion,  BromsgroveRed Lion,  BromsgroveRed Lion,  BromsgroveRed Lion,  Bromsgrove.

Congratulations 
go to the Hop Hop Hop Hop 
Pole in DroiPole in DroiPole in DroiPole in Droit-t-t-t-
wich wich wich wich which has 
been awarded 
Pub of the Win-
ter Season by 
Redditch and 
Bromsgrove 
CAMRA. The 
oak-beamed 
grade two listed 
building can be 
found in historic 
Friar Street. 
To celebrate the award, the 

pub has decided to add a 
guest beer to the two regular 
ales that are served - Wye 

Pub of the Winter Season

Hop Pole Receives 
Award

Valley HPA and Butty Bach.
The pub offers excellent value 
for money with beers priced 
at just £1.75 a pint and lunch-
time meals at £2.99.

Top Worcestershire Pubs Announced 

Pubs of the Year
TALBOT, KNIGHTWICK

Worcester CAMRA have 
awarded Pub of the Year to 
the Talbot , KnightwickTalbot , KnightwickTalbot , KnightwickTalbot , Knightwick. The 
pub, famous for its use of 
local produce in food served, 
also holds a monthly farmers 
market again promoting qual-
ity food and drink from in and 
around the county. The pub is 
also home to Teme Valley 
Brewery who have added a 
fourth beer to the current 
range of This, That and 
T’other. Talbot  Blond has 
been introduced as a seasonal 
beer to complement Talbot 
Porter.  

BLOND PROVES TROUBLE

Both are brewed to the same 

recipe with the 
omission of 
chocolate malt in 
the Blond. This 
gives the Blond a rich, smooth 
character with a good hop 
bitterness and aroma. In time 
honoured tradition, the Blond 
has been so popular that it 
will now be permanently avail-
able. The problem for brewer 
Chris Gooch is how to de-
scribe it. There is no such 
thing as a pale porter and it 
certainly isn't a continental 
blonde beer (hence the spell-
ing). It's probably better to say 
it's in a class of its own.
Congratulations to all at the 

Talbot.

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA Chairman Stuart Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA Chairman Stuart Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA Chairman Stuart Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA Chairman Stuart 
Dench presents the award to licensee Tim RadleyDench presents the award to licensee Tim RadleyDench presents the award to licensee Tim RadleyDench presents the award to licensee Tim Radley



13

licensee 
will be more free to source a 
wider range of guest beers.

• Have a thought for poor 
“Smith” who has written to 
CAMRA member Bill Baker
about finding decent ale in
China. After reading an article 
in the Shanghai Daily, which 
drew attention to a real ale 
pub in Shanghai at No 11, 
Hankou Road, a visit naturally 
ensued. Smith takes up the 
story. “Both beers sold tasted 
good - a lighter, slightly 
cloudy beer - abundant with 
complex fruitfulness, 
balanced by a discrete, but 
appropriate, hoppiness, the 
other a crystal clear dark beer 
with a uniquely molassy-
caramely taste. We both 
opted for the dark beer. Cost 
about £2.50 a pint. We 
discovered that they were 
happy to sell a carry-out at 
about half price, and as we 
had some plastic bottles (for 
water) with us, we proffered 
them for filling. We left on a 
cheery note, with about an 
hour's cycling ahead of us.”

• The Crabmill, BromThe Crabmill, BromThe Crabmill, BromThe Crabmill, Bromsgrove sgrove sgrove sgrove 
has made use of a staff-
training opportunity provided  
by Wye Valley Brewery to 
improve the quality of real ale 
served. As a consequence, 
the pub which had previously 
only served cask ale 
infrequently is now selling a 
guest beer. Look out for beers 
such as Wye Valley Brew 69 
and HPA. A good result for 
both brewery and pub.

• The Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well Gate Hangs Well in 
Headless Cross, Redditch has 
added a guest beer to the five 
regular beers that are on sale. 
Spotted have been beers from 
Adnams and Brains.

• www.midlandspubs.co.uk 
features an interview with 
John Sadler from Lye’s 
Windsor Castle Brewery. 
Listen on-line at 
http://tinyurl.com/7mjof

• Real Ale hotspot the
Waggon and Horses, Waggon and Horses, Waggon and Horses, Waggon and Horses, 
HalesowenHalesowenHalesowenHalesowen has received a 
special award from CAMRA 
after selling over a 100 copies 
of the CAMRA Good Beer 
Guide over the last six 
months. The award was 
presented to the pub in 
February by Stourbridge 
CAMRA.

• The Swan, Little TothamThe Swan, Little TothamThe Swan, Little TothamThe Swan, Little Totham, 
Essex, has fended off 
competition from thousands 
of other pubs in the country to 
win the prestigious title of 
“National Pub of the Year 
2005”. It is the second time 
The Swan - a 16th century 
cottage style pub - has won 
the coveted award. The last 
time was in 2002 and owners 
John Pascoe and his wife 
Valerie say they could not be 
more delighted.

• The Dodford Inn, Dodford is 
one of the 205 pubs sold by 
Punch Taverns to property 
developer Jack Peachey. The 
hope is that the change in 
ownership will mean the 

Quick Halves
West Midlands Region Pub 
Honoured

Pubs in 
Time
CAMRA is proud to announce 
that The Leopard, BurslemLeopard, BurslemLeopard, BurslemLeopard, Burslem, 
Stoke on Trent, will be among 
the first to be awarded a Pubs 
in Time Plaque to commemo-
rate its vital role in the history 
of the nation.

PLAQUE UNVEILED

In February, CAMRA in con-
junction with the London 
School of Economics, un-
veiled a plaque which com-
memorates the first meeting 
in 1765 between Josiah 
Wedgwood, the potter, and 
James Brindley, the engineer, 
to discuss the construction of 
a canal to link the rivers Mer-
sey and Trent. This canal was 
completed 11 years later and 
it is known today as the Trent 
and Mersey canal.

JOINT INITIATIVE

Pubs In Time is a joint initia-
tive between the Campaign 
for Real Ale and the London 
School of Economics to high-
light the fact that history has 
been made in British public 
houses. Initially, 14 pubs na-
tionwide received plaques 
during CAMRA’s National 
Pubs Week in February, with 
more pubs to receive plaques 
in an ongoing programme as 
worthy pubs are identified. 
Each plaque will be num-
bered, and a directory of pubs 
bearing plaques is planned.
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Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the welcome you to the 

Robin HoodRobin HoodRobin HoodRobin Hood

Open for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real alesOpen for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black SThree real ales including London Pride, Black Sheepheepheepheep,,,,
plus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Ciderplus Addelestones Cider

Large grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play areaLarge grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BWNr Belbroughton DY9 0BW

01562 7301562 7301562 7301562 730255025502550255

It is my belief that if a pub has 
good beer, food and atmos-
phere then it will continue to 
thrive and the possible loss of 
smoking customers may en-
courage some landlords to 
increase standards to attract 
others. Alan, PershoreAlan, PershoreAlan, PershoreAlan, Pershore

My worry about this is it could 
turn out to be yet another 
piece of unenforceable 
"Nanny State" legislation. 
What will they ban next? 
Richard, MalvernRichard, MalvernRichard, MalvernRichard, Malvern

It will allow real ale (and food) 
to be properly savoured in a 
decent atmosphere. When it 
came in in Ireland I could not 
find even inveterate
smokers who objected.
Nevill, WorcesterNevill, WorcesterNevill, WorcesterNevill, Worcester

As a drinker and a smoker I 
am very disappointed at the 
forthcoming ban of smoking 
in pubs. Having a smoke with 
a pint has been a long time 
honoured pastime. I am now 
starting a search for a pub 
which will provide an outside
(heated) area for smokers.
John, WorcesterJohn, WorcesterJohn, WorcesterJohn, Worcester

It will be interesting to see 
what happens at my local.  
When quiet, there are a large 
number of the people in the 
pub who are smokers. Effec-
tively, they come to smoke.  
But the pub is big enough for 
the non-smokers not to no-
tice.  When however it is busy 
the proportion of smokers is 
MUCH less but because of 
the number of bodies, the 

heat etc, the smokers make a 
pretty unpleasant atmosphere 
for everyone. So what I could 
see happening with the ban is 
that the quiet nights are al-
most dead but the busy 
nights could be busier be-
cause more non-smokers will 
come in! Andy, Malvern Andy, Malvern Andy, Malvern Andy, Malvern 

Totally agree with a ban. Like 
they said at Redditch Beer 
Festival “Nice to enjoy a pint 
without being smoked out”
Charlie, BromsgroveCharlie, BromsgroveCharlie, BromsgroveCharlie, Bromsgrove

I do not frequent various GBG 
pubs at present specifically 
because they are too smoky. 
 I do not like the smell of 
smoke, going home stinking 

of smoke not to mention the 
health issue of passive smok-
ing. The biggest winners are 
the employees of pubs and 
restaurants who have had to 
work in constant choking 
smoke.  This decision will 
leave Britain as a far cleaner 
and healthier place to go for a 
drink or a meal. This is a vic-
tory for those employees as 
well. 
Keven, Birmingham Keven, Birmingham Keven, Birmingham Keven, Birmingham 

MORE COMMENTS

The above represents all com-
ments (some have been 
abridged) left at www.www.www.www.
pinttaken.org.uk pinttaken.org.uk pinttaken.org.uk pinttaken.org.uk over a two 
day period. Visit the site for 
more views. Ed

CAMRA members respond to the news that smoking will be banned in public places in 2007

Reactions from across the County
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The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn The Fox Inn 
Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett 

FREE HOUSE
01562015620156201562----777247 777247 777247 777247 

Permanent real ales include 
Malvern Hills & Theakstons 
Best Bitter plus an ever 
changing guest ale

Over 250 guest beers 
over the last 3 years!

ALSO

Traditional Thatcher’s 
Dry cider 

Traditional carvery & 
home cooked specials

The Manor Arms 
at Abberley

Right on the Worcestershire Way  
CAMRA Member Offer 

40% Off Mon-Thu Night
Accommodation

A traditional country village inn 
with ingle nook fireplace & indi-
vidually furnished accommoda-
tion. Restaurant and bars serving 
quality home-cooked food, sau-

sage menu, grill menu. 
Ales include - Hooky Bitter, 

London Pride, Wye Valley HPA, 
Flowers IPA, 

Timothy Taylors Landlord

Large patio and garden 10 en-
suite letting rooms available. 

Netherton Lane, 
Abberley Village, Worcs. 

WR6 6BD 
TEL. 01299 896507

www.themanorarms.co.uk
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Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,

Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305

Home of Uphampton ales 

from the 

Cannon Royall Brewery

CCCCAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE & AMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE & AMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE & AMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE & 
AWARD WINNERAWARD WINNERAWARD WINNERAWARD WINNER

Part of the Worcester Branch 
of CAMRA’s activities in sup-
port of National Pubs Week 
2006 in February included the 
publication of two new and 
completely updated local 
guides to some of the real ale 
pubs in the County.

WORCESTER & MALVERNS

‘Real Ale in the City of 
Worcester’ gives details of all 
pubs within the city bounda-
ries selling real ale, whilst 
‘Real Ale around the Malvern 
Hills’ does a similar job for a 
larger area centered on Mal-
vern and the Malvern Hills.  
Both guides are aimed at visi-
tors to these popular destina-
tions as well as keeping locals 
well informed.

OVER 60 PUBS IN EACH

Both guides are 26 pages long 
with full colour covers and 
contain descriptions of the 
facilities, features and beer 
range for the 61 pubs and 
hotels in the City of Worcester 
and the 63 pubs and hotels 

Sample our award Sample our award Sample our award Sample our award 
winning ales at:winning ales at:winning ales at:winning ales at:

��������	�
ShenstoneShenstoneShenstoneShenstone

WorcestershireWorcestershireWorcestershireWorcestershire
DY10 4DLDY10 4DLDY10 4DLDY10 4DL

Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340Tel: 01562 777340

Beer Garden, Real Fire 
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

����
��
High StHigh StHigh StHigh St

Chaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley CorbettChaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SDDY10 4SDDY10 4SDDY10 4SD

Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302Tel: 01562 777302

Restaurant, Real Fire, Beer garden, 
Live Jazz.

around the Malvern Hills that 
serve real ales. As well as the 
details of what real ales you 
can expect to find, the guides 
also provide information on 
opening hours, the type of 
food that is served, whether 
there is an outdoor garden or 
patio plus articles on the his-
tory of breweries and pubs in 
the two areas. The guides 
also indicate the price you can 
expect to pay for the beer 
with a £££ symbol based on 
the relative price of a pint of 
bitter.

AVAILABILITY AND COST

The guides cost £2.50 each to 
buy and are available from the 
local Tourist Information Cen-
tres in Worcester (01905 
726311) and Malvern (01684 
892289) respectively or by 
post from CAMRA
(Worcester), 84 Guarlford 
Road, Malvern, Worcs WR14 
3QT for £3.50 including p&p -
cheques payable to CAMRA
(Worcester).

Local Pub Guide for Worcester and Malvern just released

New Local Guides Show 
the Way



17

HAWTHORN, MALVERN 

Malvern pub landlord Duncan 
Ironmonger who owns the 
Nag's Head in Malvern and 
The Chase in Upper Colwall,  
has offered to buy Upper Wel-
land's Hawthorn Inn and save 
it from closure. More than 130 
people have registered their 
support to save the pub, 
which closed in August.
The Hawthorn's owners 

have steadfastly refused to 
sell the pub since closing it 
down - much to the annoy-
ance of the locals. Planning 
laws clearly state that before 
a pub can be converted into a 
private house, that exhaustive 
efforts must be made to sell it 
on as a business first by the
owners
CAMRA representative 

Mark Haslam said whilst it 
was unreasonable to expect 
the current owner to run a 
non-viable business, they 
should not preclude others 
from making a go of it.

RED LION, KILPECK

Across the border in Hereford-
shire, locals and CAMRA 
members are celebrating a 
reprieve for the 300-year old 
Red Lion at Kilpeck. In
December, the current own-
ers applied for planning per-
mission to convert the tradi-
tional village freehouse into a 

private dwelling. CAMRA
supported a strong 
local campaign 
to stop the pro-
posal in its 
tracks. In an 

eight page report to Hereford-
shire planners, CAMRA high-
lighted that absolutely no ef-
fort had been made to sell the 
pub on as a business before 
considering conversion, and 
that it had a healthy trading 
history prior to being taken 
over by the current owners. 
Further, all three of the previ-
ous licensees wrote objecting 
to the proposal - stating that 
they had made a good living 
from the Red Lion. Hereford-
shire planners threw out the 
application in the January. The 
pub is currently closed, and it 
is now anticipated that the 
current owners will now offer 
the popular pub for sale.

CAMRA Can 
Help
These two stories along with 
the one on page one regard-
ing the Plough at Worcester 
and the Vaults, Malvern (page 
10) show that there are peo-
ple out there who only see our 
pub heritage as an opportu-
nity to get a property on the 
cheap. CAMRA recognises 
that running a country pub is 
not a bed of roses - working 
long hours, and often for little 
reward. Consequently, it is a 
sad fact of life that we do lose 
pubs, and we accept that we 
will still lose pubs in the
future. However, recently we 
have become acutely aware 
of individuals who are quite 
happy to use as 'cover' this 
misfortune of others - small-

CAMRA - Working to Save your Local

Pubs Under Threat
time cynical 
opportunitists 
out to make a fast 
buck and depriving communi-
ties of their pub in the proc-
ess. Well, the message to 
these people is that we've 
rumbled your game! 

ASSET STRIPPERS 
BEWARE

As Mark Haslam, of Hereford-
shire CAMRA and spokesper-
son for the newly-formed 
Community Pubs Foundation 
says: " CAMRA is not going to 
sit by and see our community 
pubs asset-stripped by chan-
cers who are
only after a twee country re-
treat on the cheap. Where 
there is evidence of economic 
viability and strong local sup-
port for retention of a pub, 
CAMRA will object strongly to 
any planning application for 
closure and conversion, and 
we will actively support a lo-
cals' campaign. If no proper
effort has been made to mar-
ket the pub as a going con-
cern, CAMRA will point out to 
planners that this is contrary 
to national planning guide-
lines."

IS YOUR LOCAL 
UNDER THREAT?

CAMRA and the Community 
Pubs Foundation can help you 
to fight a planning application! 
Please contact CAMRA on 

01727 867201 if your pub is 
threatened with permanent 
closure, and you feel it can 
have a viable future in the
right hands.
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It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to It takes all sorts to 
campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it...Don't just think about it...Don't just think about it...Don't just think about it...

they're used fresh off the vine, 
right after they are picked.
The result is pale ale with a 

bolder hop flavour. But why 
would the world's biggest 
beer seller make a brew they 
don't plan to market? The 
company has said that it can 
only be made for a short time 
in the fall when the hops are 
fresh, so it would be impracti-
cal to mass market. 
I wonder if someone needs 

to tell them that quality UK 
brewers don’t seem to have 
this problem.

Afraid of the ale 
Lager-boy?
A unhappy lager drinker has 
been forced to cry into his 

Bud brewers manage 
to brew beer with 
taste.
Anheuser-Busch brewers of 
American rice beer Budweiser 
has brewed up a special new 
beer that it knows won't be a 
big seller. In fact, they don't 
plan to even try to sell Front 
Range Fresh Harvest Hop Ale. 
The brew, which was created 
as an experiment, is only avail-
able in the hospitality room at 
Anheuser-Busch's tour cen-
tres, including the one at its 
St. Louis brewery.
Front Range is an English 
style fresh hop ale. In most 
beers, the hops used have 
been dried so they will last 
longer. In this case, however, 

And Finally...

� Family Owned and Run Freehouse

� Always Serving 3 Real Ales

� 70 Seater Restaurant

� Bar with Sporting Memorabilia

� Sky TV

� Large Beer Garden

� Located on Junction of A4133 and A433. 

� 6 Miles from Stourport, Worcester and Droitwich

THE RED LION
HOLT HEATH, 

WORCESTERSHIRE WR6 6LX
TEL: 01905 620236
FAX: 01905 621372

FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening
meal in this cosy traditional 
canal-side pub. Home cooked 
meals and bar snacks served 
daily. Resident & Guest Ales
 (Sandwiches only on Tuesday & Wednesday).

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2005

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire
0121 445 5111

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

beer after griping about an 
Oxfordshire brewery's adver-
tising campaign. The un-
named drinker of the fizzy 
beverage decided the 
Wychwood Brewery had gone 
too far with the slogan "Afraid 
of the dark, Lagerboy?" ac-
companying an advert for its 
Hobgoblin ale and said it was 
"aggressive and offensive.". 
The Advertising Standards 
Authority threw out the com-
plaint..
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INSERT BEER HEADS pdf IN HERE - USE NON-BLACK SPOT COLOUR
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Meetings & Events 
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster subKidderminster sub----branch (07976 610 144)branch (07976 610 144)branch (07976 610 144)branch (07976 610 144)
Ring for details

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (0152Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (0152Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (0152Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)7 501175)7 501175)7 501175)
Tue 14 Mar Branch meeting - Dodford Inn, Dodford (Tasting)
Tue 11 Apr Branch meeting - Plough, Shenstone (Pub Preservation.  

Guest speaker from the CPRE) 
Thu 27 to  Stourbridge Beer Festival, Town Hall, Stourbridge 
Sat 29 Apr 
Tue 9 May AGM - Castle Hotel, Droitwich

Stourbridge branch (07816 888278)Stourbridge branch (07816 888278)Stourbridge branch (07816 888278)Stourbridge branch (07816 888278)
Wed 1 Mar Meeting - Shovel, Pedmore Road, Lye 8.30pm  

(Committee Meeting).
Wed 5 Apr Meeting - Waggon and Horses, Halesowen 8.30pm 

(Committee Meeting).
Thu 27 Apr to Stourbridge Beer Festival - Town Hall, Stourbridge
Sat 29 Apr
Wed 3 May AGM - Royal Exchange, Enville Street, Stourbridge.

Worcester branch (01684 573018Worcester branch (01684 573018Worcester branch (01684 573018Worcester branch (01684 573018))))
Sat 4 Mar Stourbridge Evening Crawl. Start the Postal Order. 

(Ring for details)
Wed 8 Mar Branch Meeting - Huntsman, Green Street, Kempsey 
Sat 1 Apr North Worcester Crawl. Meet at Winning Post, Pope 

Iron Road, Barbourne 7.30pm
Wed 12 Apr Branch Meeting at the White Lion Hotel in Upton 

upon Severn plus a visit to the Three Kings on way 
home.

Fri 21 Apr to Trip to Norwich (To be confirmed - Ring for details)
Sun 23 Apr
Wed 10 May AGM - Dragon, Worcester

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.ukwww.pinttaken.org.uk
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Hereford & Worcester 
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