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Keep out the Cold at Redditch Winter Ales Festival

Winter Cheer is Here!
Worcestershire is to have it’s
first ever CAMRA Winter Ales
Festival. Redditch Winter Ales
Festival will be held between
13th and 14th January 2006.
Run by Redditch and
Bromsgrove CAMRA, the
event will feature stronger and
darker ales, ideal for keeping
out Winter chills. Along with
the seasonal beers, a great
range of other beer styles
including pale and golden
ales, real cider and perry will
be available.
Festival organiser Stuart
Dench announced, “Everyone

has been asking us why we
don’t have a Redditch Beer
Festival (the last one was held
in 1982 in the Abbey Stadium)
and now we will do just that.
This is great news for the
people of Redditch and
beyond”.
DETAILS

The festival will run from
Friday 13th (doors open 711pm) to Saturday 14th
January 2006 (doors open
11am-11pm) and will be held
at Centre Point, Ipsley Street,
Redditch, a short distance

from the bus and train
stations. Entrance will cost
just £2 plus a refundable
deposit for a glass. Food and
other drinks including soft
drinks will also be available.
Further details about the
festival can be obtained by
ringing 01527 501175 or by
going to the festival website
at www.reddtichwaf.org.uk

Previous Good Beer Guide Pub Under Threat

Save The Plough
A planning application has
been received from Harrison
Clark Solicitors for change of
use of the Plough in Fish
Street, Worcester City Centre
into offices.
There has been a pub called
the Plough on this site since
1822 and in addition, the pub
is a long standing Good Beer
Guide entry, appearing in
every edition from 2000 to
2005.
CAMPAIGN

Worcester CAMRA have
launched a campaign to save
this historic Grade II listed pub

and have cited a number of
reasons why the application
should be turned down:
• No evidence has been
submitted to prove that the
Plough cannot continue as a
viable public house.
• The retention of the Plough
as a public house is essential
to the maintenance of a
diversity of destinations within
the City Centre that offer a
wide range of recreational
amenities to a broad crosssection of the City's
population.

• The
Plough is located in an area of
the City which is key to the
attractiveness of the City. Its
conversion to offices would
be detrimental and a loss of
amenity.
• There are significant
sections of the population,
both in the local community
and from further away, who
appreciate the traditional
qualities of the pub as it has
previously been run and are
prepared to use the readily
available public transport to
visit it.
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Beer Festival Reports

Keep up there!
The increasing frequency of
beer festivals in the area show
that the real ale scene is very
healthy. The problem is that
we don’t always get enough
notice of these events to feature them in Pint Taken. Similarly, a few words after the
event are always appreciated
too. Send your festival details
to editor@pinttaken.org.uk
ANCHOR, ECKINGTON

The Anchor Inn at Eckington
near Pershore held it's first
beer festival form 7th to 9th
October. All the beers were
from local brewers. A stillage
was set up, with cooling, in an
area of the restaurant. Beers
were from: Brandy Cask Brandysnapper and Whistling
Joe; Malvern Hills - Black Pear
and Priessnitz; St George's Autumn Gold and War Drum;
Spinning Dog - Doggy Fashion, Mutleys Revenge and
Mutts Nuts; and on the bar:
Wyre Piddle - Piddle in the
Dark and Piddle Down Under.
There were ciders from
Thatcher's and Cheddar Valley
as well as Minchew's Sheep
Snout Cyder and Butt Pear
Perry. The event was well supported with the prospect of
another in April.
WEIGHBRIDGE,
ALVECHURCH

A two day beer festival at the
Weighbridge, Alvechurch actually turned into a three day
event as a combination of rain
showers and a certain England - Poland game meant
that numbers were slightly

down on the Saturday. Licensee John Humphries was
happy enough though and
customers certainly enjoyed
the 30 odd real ales and ciders on sale.
RED LION, BROMSGROVE

Considering the licensee is a
scouser, it was surprising to
see that the Red Lion was
promoting a Mancunian Beer
Festival in September. A number of beers that are rarely
seen were featured and thoroughly enjoyed with the Lancashire Hotpot that was available for the duration of the
event.
SOLIHULL

A trip to the Solihull CAMRA
beer festival in October run by
Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA was a great success.
Small but perfectly formed
was how the attendees described the event. Beers of
the festival were 1st - Roosters Eagle Eye (specially commissioned for the festival),
2nd - Hadrian's Gladiator, 3rd
Fenandes Top Withen and
4th - Church End Pulpit.
After leaving the festival,
the group took part in a survey of pubs in the Solihull
area. All were thoroughly enjoyed. The Golden Acres,
Damsonwood (three guest
beers) is an estate pub that
breaks the mould. A great
range of well-kept beers that
has just been awarded Solihull
most improved pub of the
year 2005 .
The Bulls Head, Barston

(Adnams,
M&B, guest beer) dates back
to 1490 and has been in the
Good Beer Guide for the last
13 years.
Next up was the Vaults,
Knowle, the 2004 Solihull
CAMRA Pub of the Year. It
serves National beers plus a
couple of guest beers from
micros and also real cider.
The Case is Altered, Five
Ways is a 350 old gem of a
place. A great place to enjoy a
quiet pint. - Greene King, plus
Hook Norton and two guest
beers from micros.
The fifth stop was the Cock
Horse, Rowington, a smart
village local serving four cask
ales from larger independent
brewers.
The final stop was the Blue
Bell at Warings Green. As well
as Westons Cider, there are
two cask ales from larger independents. A great and informative day out. Thanks go to
organiser Doug Robinson.

“And malt does more than
Milton can”
A E Housman
"Beer is proof that God
loves us and wants us to be
happy."
Benjamin Franklin
The problem with some people is that when they aren't
drunk, they're sober.
William Butler Yeats
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Message from the Editor

Pint Taken
FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

WEATHEROAK ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%
Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%
& Seasonal Special

OTHER REAL ALES:
Hobsons Town Crier
Everards Original
Blacksheep
& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386
Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411
Now open 11.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun

The Little Lark
Studley
(Along Alcester Road)
Tel: 01527 853105

A traditional English Pub serving home made food at
reasonable prices, including the infamous Desperate Dan Cow
Pie and the popular lunchtime Cheesy Chilli Chips. Also
serving home made sweets.
Every week there is a new guest beer but be quick before it runs
out! Also available is a selection of twenty Broadlands
Traditional and Country Fruit Wines including the popular
Cherry Wine and the new Black Beer and Raisin.
~
Sunday Night Quiz;
Lunch Time Menu (12 – 2pm)
~
Now Fully Open after Refurbishment

You may have noticed an improvement in the quality of
reproduction in this newsletter over the last two issues.
This is due to a change in our
printer. Our previous printer
for over 10 years decided to
sell up and we were left high
and dry. Thankfully John
Sadler from Windsor Castle
Brewery came to the rescue
and apart from a slight delay,
the Autumn issue was published.
While the upheaval has created some stress and we’ve
had to increase our advertising rates slightly to pay for the
higher costs, we hope you’ll
agree with us that the improved quality of Pint Taken is
well worth it.
My sincere thanks to John for
helping us out.
Brett Laniosh, Editor
Pint Taken Distribution

Why not
go to the
Pub?
Fancy helping distributing
Worcestershire’s favourite
pub newsletter? We are looking for CAMRA members willing to go to the pub (!) and
help distribute Pint Taken to
pubs four times a year. We
are particularly interested in
people who are able to get
out to pubs in the North West
of the County. If you are interested please email editor@pintaken.org.uk
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Industry looses ££££

Keg Watch
= Cask
Watch?
The British Beer and Pub Association is warning that the
industry is stepping up its
surveillance of the theft of
beer casks and kegs and that
those responsible face severe
penalties when caught.
Due to the high demand and
the current high price for aluminium and stainless steel,
the theft of beer casks is a
growing problem, says the
BBPA. Stolen aluminium
casks are typically smelted,
while stainless steel kegs are
shredded or crushed. A recent
survey suggests that up to
250,000 casks might have
gone missing from January to
August this year.

CENTRAL REGION
“FREEHOUSE”
PUB OF THE YEAR
HEADLESS CROSS, REDDITCH

01527 550448
Three guest beers usually sourced
from local independent breweries

The
Plume
of
Feathers

KEG WATCH

Keg Watch, an industry trade
body that recovers casks for
around 300 companies, from
micro-breweries to the major
internationals, has also reported a dramatic increase in
thefts in recent months. In
two recent prosecutions, one
scrap dealer received a £1,500
fine while in a second case,
another man possessing
£12,000 of containers was
given a 15 month prison sentence.
Anyone with information
regarding the theft of kegs or
casks can contact Keg Watch
on freephone
0808 100 1945
or go to www.
kegwatch.co.uk

Castlemorton Common WR13 6JB

plus
two more
guest ales

Home made food a speciality, cooked and served fresh
Separate dining area, large car park and beer garden
Local beers. Local produce.
Everything a local pub should have.
Telephone 01684 833554
4
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Good Beer Guide 2006

18-25th February 2006

It’s here at
last!
This year's Good Beer Guide,
the real ale drinker's beer bible
has been launched.
The 33rd edition contains
4,500 pubs serving top real
ale. All entries are surveyed
on a regular basis by CAMRA
members, unlike some guides
which may only send a questionnaire to the pubs. No pub
pays to be featured in the
Good Beer Guide!
BEST PUBS

The Guide contains information about pub facilities for
families and the disabled, history, architecture, food, accommodation, local places of
interest...and of course, the

National
Pubs Week

beer:
the
best
pubs serving the finest real
ales in the country.
The cover price of the guide
is £13.99 and there are discounts for CAMRA members,
so why not join now? The
CAMRA Good Beer Guide is
available from bookshops and
on-line from www.camra.org.
uk

73 High Street
Bromsgrove

Get ready for National Pubs
Week which runs from 18th to
25th February 2006. The event
is used to promote the great
British pub. Readers may well
remember last year’s Pub
Quiz Trail with two intrepid
drinkers visiting all twenty
participating pubs by tandem!
LOCAL EVENTS

This year, keep an eye open
for more events. Planned activities are likely to include a
Treasure Hunt of Bromsgrove
Pubs, the launch of local pub
guides for Worcester City and
Malvern and a quiz about
“unusual things in pubs”. For
more details go to www.
rbcamra.org.uk and www.
worcestercamra.org.uk or ring
one of the contact numbers
on the back of this newsletter.
Licensees are encouraged
to contact CAMRA for free
publicity packs. Please go to
www.pubsweek.org
FOOTNOTE

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2004
Cask Marque accredited
Up to seven real ales changing daily
Two Belgian beers always on draught
Home-made, home-cooked curry every Monday night 5-8
“Thank you for making us
Redditch and Bromsgrove Pub of the Year again”

The little pub with the big welcome

CAMRA believes that the pub
is important to the community
and fulfils an important social
function. The loss of a local
pub can have a devastating
effect on the community, removing an important meeting
place and a unique environment where alcohol can be
consumed
in a sociable and
sensible
fashion.
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Small Brewers win major
supply deal

Pubco
welcomes
local beers
The Society of Independent
Brewers has secured a major
supply agreement with
Enterprise Inns, the UK’s
biggest pub operator. The
deal will mean that every
single one of Enterprise Inns
9,400 tenants is a potential
customer.
Britain’s Biggest Pub
Company has publicly stated
that stocking locally-produced
cask ales leads to increased
overall beer sales. The deal
will allow SIBA members to
target Enterprise Inns tenants
and deliver beer directly to
them bypassing the
company’s national distribution chain.

25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch
Phone 0121 445 4411
Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30 - 8.30 pm
Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints
Containers available.
Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits
Good range of bottled British beers
e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk
North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence

GREAT NEWS

Nick Stafford, SIBA
Commercial Director,
commented ‘This is great
news for licensees, drinkers
and our members alike as it
means a huge increase in the
number of pubs who will be
able to benefit from the
continued growth of locally
brewed beer.’
It takes all sorts to
campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it….

The Great Malvern Hotel,
Graham Road,
Great Malvern,
Worcestershire WR14 2HN
Tel: 01684 563411
Fax: 01684 560514
e-mail: sutton@great-malvern-hotel.co.uk
www.great-malvern-hotel.co.uk

The Great Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the T heatre
and therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals. T he service and
style of food has an emphasis on value for money and a relaxing style
of eating. Where possible we use local produce, this includes items
such as the award winning sausages from Malvern Country Meals, and
all the fruit & vegetables come from Birmingham
market each morning. We also enjoy serving local and interesting beverages. Our entries in the Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a credit to
the local beers & ciders of the area. We are open to the
public for breakfast, lunch and evening meals from
Monday - Saturday.
Phone 01684 563411 for reservations.
6
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Editorealale
Two weeks in the Republic of
Ireland gave me an opportunity to visit some great pubs,
all unspoilt and free from tie.
However, that apart from a
dozen or so, all of them sold
nothing approaching the quality of beer we have in the UK.
Don’t get me wrong, Guinness is a fine drink and the
use of nitrogen instead of carbon dioxide to keep it under
pressure does reduce the fizz
factor, but no-one who remembers when the Dublin
Stout was real with a sediment will be fooled. Without
doubt Porterhouse and
Messrs Maguires in Dublin
offer much needed variety. In
the west, Biddy Early Brewery
in County Clare is also highly
recommended.
However one aspect about
Irish pubs I was keen to find
out about was the effect of
the complete ban on smoking
that has been in place since
April 2004. Since the ban,
there have been news reports
that pub trade has suffered
and I was expecting a lot of
negative comments from licensees and smokers alike.
To make my research as
meaningful as possible I made
sure that over the fortnight, I
visited as many pubs as possible from a variety of locations
including large conurbations
such as Dublin and Cork, but
also rural areas such as Kerry
and Galway. The result of the
ban can be felt immediately.
There is no musty smell or fog
and your clothes are fresh the
next morning. With regard to

the smokers themselves, they
do one of two things. Either
they stand outside the pub
and smoke on the street,
which results in mounds of
butts that have to be cleared
away the next day. Alternatively, they go to a special,
covered outside area that
many pubs have set up since
the ban. In one case this outside area had a plasma TV
screen!
My biggest shock however
was to find that not a single
licensee or local (non-smoking
or non-smoking) I asked
wanted the ban rescinded.
I know my research was in noway scientific and it proves
nothing, but after asking

around fifty
people the
message was
clear. Smokers
were
happy to light up elsewhere,
finish their fag and return to
the pub. I did see one smoker
try to hide a lit fag into a pub.
The looks from the regulars
resulted in him retiring to the
smoking shelter immediately.
Funnily enough the stern
looks came mostly from his
fellow smokers.
Scotland plans to implement
its own smoking ban in 2006.
For another view on the effect
of the ban, this time by a BBC
News reporter, go to http://
news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
scotland/4393547.stm
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CAMRA campaigns to keep
Gale’s brewing

Fullers go
for Gale’s

CAMRA has reacted angrily to
the announcement that
London brewer Fuller’s is to
acquire George Gale and
Company in Horndean, and
has pledged to fight to
prevent the closure of the 158
year-old Hampshire brewery.
NO PROMISES

Mike Benner, Chief Executive,
said, “Gale’s is a brewing
landmark in Hampshire,
brewing award-winning beers
such as HSB and Festival
Mild. Fuller’s announcement
makes no promises to keep
the Horndean brewery open
and it is clearly under threat.
We will campaign to protect
this unique Victorian tower
brewery from closure.”
The irrevocable deal leaves
Fuller’s with around 360 pubs
and access to Gale’s
substantial free trade
accounts. The future of the
Gale’s Brewery and its beers
is unclear as Fuller’s plans a
major review of its operations.

The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

HERITAGE ERODED

Mr Benner added, “In 2005
alone we have seen Ridleys of
Essex and Belhaven in
Scotland fall victim to Greene
King and Jennings of Cumbria
swallowed up by
Wolverhampton and Dudley.
Consolidation is eroding our
brewing heritage and
reducing
consumer
choice.”

3.7% ABV

Virtues of an easy
drinking light ale with
vivid hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt balanced by
hops, one for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste showcases
delicate
Goldings fragrance.

plus two seasonal brews...

Hearthwarmer (6%)

and

The Talbot Porter (4.4%)

A range of bottle conditioned beers also available
Sunday Markets - 11th December, 2nd January
Brewery tours by arrangement.
Having a party? Why not order direct from the brewery?
8
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News from Midland Brewers

Brewery Update
PURITY, GREAT ALNE

Purity Brewery test beers
should be in the area by the
time you read this. The three
joint owners of the new Warwickshire Brewery, Paul Halsey, James Minkin and Paul
Evans applied for and received a grant from DEFRA to
convert farm buildings into a
chill storage area, office, visitor centre and of course a
brewery.
David Beach has also joined
the company as Head Brewer.
A graduate of Heriot-Watt, he
was previously employed at
Bathams Brewery in Brierley
Hill.
It has taken over eighteen
months of planning and building work since finding the
perfect site at Upper Spernal
Farm near Alcester to develop
the brewery and visitor centre
which will be producing two
beers as well as importing
specialist European beers.
The conversion of redundant
farm buildings into an innovative traditional craft brewery is
an example of diversification
of local farms.
Purity Brewing Co are keen
to point out the benefits the
new business will bring to the
area. This includes a supply of
quality local beers to local
pubs, restaurants, hotels and
farmers markets, support for
sustainable farming, the creation of jobs and the forging of
strong links with local businesses and community.

WOLVERHAMPTON AND
DUDLEY,
WOLVERHAMPTON

Wolverhampton and Dudley
have confirmed that the wonderful Hansons Mild is no
longer available in 18 gallon
containers but have denied
that this will result in the beer
being less available. The company have said that the beer
will be available in 9 gallon
containers which is the typical
“guest beer” size cask.
Worryingly it has been noted
that the Boat and Railway,
Stoke Works, a pub long famous for it’s Hansons heritage has replaced Hansons
Mild with the more ubiquitous
Banks’s Original.
More senior readers will remember the lamented Hansons Bitter which was axed
after the company shut the
Dudley Brewery in 1991. Reports are requested of any
other Hansons Mild losses.
SHAKESPEARE’S,
BIDFORD

Derek Hawyes has set up a
new brewery in Bidford on
Avon. Production at Shakespeare’s Brewery is at a very
early stage with the target to
increase production and to
find some local outlets by
Christmas. However The Tempest (5.5%) has already won
the gold medal in the Stouts
and Porter category at Nottingham Beer Festival.
The brewery has a website
(mostly under construction)
that lists three beers, Noble

Fool, The
Tempest
and The
Scottish Ale. In addition
Caesar’s Conkers and
Comedy of Errors have been
brewed. Keep an eye on
www.shakesbrew.co.uk.
OFFA’S DYKE, OSWESTRY

This new brewery should be
up and running by the time
you read this. Offa’s Dyke
brewery is located at the Barley Mow Pub in Trefonen near
Oswestry in Shropshire.

The
DODFORD
INN
Whinfield Road, Dodford,
Bromsgrove (Tel: 01527
832470)

Ray and Mandy
welcome all customers
new and old
Four Real Ales
Real Home Cooked Food
Eight acres of beautiful
countryside
Live music featured regularly.
Please telephone for details
Ramblers welcome
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Pub News

In Your Local
THE BELL,
ASTWOOD BANK

The Bell has been taken over
by Jeff Ashton and Justin Law
and their lady partners. Justin
is the chef and Jeff takes care
of the pub. Three real ales are
on sale at present but a new
pump is being installed to
accommodate a changing
guest ale. Currently the beers
are Adnams Bitter, Banks’s
Bitter and Charles Wells
Bombardier. This range may
change but a good selection
is promised.
The pub has been
smartened up and includes a
very pleasant restaurant. Bar
snacks and a 2 for £8 lunch
are offered 12-2.30 Monday to
Saturday. The a la carte menu,
which gives a wide choice of
dishes, is available lunchtimes
and evenings and after
Sunday Lunch from 4pm. The
three course Sunday Lunch is
£9-95 from 12-4pm. The pub
is open all day Saturday and
Sunday for drinking. A
function room is planned for
next year and special events
are proposed.
BRUNSWICK, WORCESTER

The gremlins crept in last season’s Pint Taken. To set the
record straight, the Brunswick
Arms is still serving (and always has served) real ales but
no longer serves real cider.
The Cask Marque accredited
pub located on the main
Worcester to Malvern road
boasts a large traditional bar
serving real ales and tradi-

tional cider.
There is a function and dining room and a “sunny” beer
garden and pavement garden.
Rather uniquely the Brunswick
offers free Wifi Internet and
an internet booth. (Apologies
to all concerned and thanks to
licensee Chris Hankins for the
update - Ed)

ence. In addition
a guest beer will
be available.
These have recently included Hook Norton
Old Hooky and Jennings
Cocker Hoop.
PAUL PRY, WORCESTER

The Railway Inn at Studley is
now being run by Richard Felton. Richard has had a long
involvement with the licensed
trade in and around Redditch.
Stints have included the
Washford Mill, Oast House,
Rope and Anchor, Boot and
most recently Studley Cricket
Club. The Railway serves
Ansells Mild, John Smiths
Cask, Everards Tiger and
Thatchers Cider. A guest beer
and second cider may appear
soon As well as meals such
as a Sunday Carvery, early
risers can enjoy a “all you can
eat” breakfast for £5.50.

The Paul Pry, located in The
Butts, Worcester has a new
licensee who is very much
into his real ale. There are currently three cask beers on sale
with the intention to increase
to four once the turnover is
there. Currently on offer are
Wells Bombardier, Fullers
London Pride and Hobsons
Town Crier. Bar food is
served lunchtime and there is
live music at the weekend. In
addition, early in 2006, the
pub will be offering accommodation in the way of five
en-suite rooms.
The pub is also on
CAMRA’s National Inventory
of Pub Interiors of Outstanding Heritage Interest.

COACH & HORSES,
WORCESTER

POSTAL ORDER,
WORCESTER

The Coach & Horses, Upper
Tything, Worcester, a Banks's
pub, has reopened after a
tasteful refurbishment. Sadly,
the wooden settles have been
replaced, but a lot of the olde
worlde charm in the tworoomed pub of, wooden
floors, wood panelling and a
real fire place have been retained. The session beer will
be either Banks's Bitter or
Marston's Burton Bitter depending on customer prefer-

Contrary to Wetherspoon's
past protestations, a large
screen television has been
installed in the Postal Order,
Foregate Street, Worcester. A
spokesperson for the pub
said, "Big sporting occasions
will be shown and at other
times, Sky News. There will
be no sound as
we are not
licensed for
music/sound,
only sub-titles".

RAILWAY, STUDLEY
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Pub Awards

Pub of the
Season
Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA have awarded their
Autumn Pub of the Season to
the Gate Hangs Well at Woodgate. What is surprising is that
the licensee Neil McMahon
has only been running the pub
since 2004 but has
totally transformed
a run down excarvery into a
smart, comfortable
country inn that is
as welcoming to
diners (there is a
comprehensive
menu) as to those
who just want to
enjoy a quiet pint.
Apart from Banks’s

Original and Bitter, there are
two guest beers. These are
often from independent and
local micros. Cannon Royall
(Ombersley) and Windsor Castle (Lye) beers are often featured. Woodgate can be
found off the B4091 between
Hanbury and Stoke Prior.

The Bell at Pensax
Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE
01299
896677
Herefordshire & Worcestershire
CAMRA Pub of the Year
2002, 2003 and 2004
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

The Gate Hangs Well
Woodgate, Stoke Prior,
Bromsgrove. B60 4HG.
Tel: 01527 821957
Fax: 01527 821777
Opening times:
Mon - Sat 12.00 - 3.00pm,
5.30 - 11.00pm
Sunday 12.00 - 10.30pm

The Gate Hangs Well is a traditional country pub with log burning
fires, snug areas , beer garden and a warm and friendly welcome.
A la carte evening menu alongside a day time pub menu.
Traditional Sunday Carvery.
Weddings and Parties catered for.
Four superb real ales including guest ales.
Under new ownership and totally refurbished.
A free house that offers quality food at real prices.
Welcome to a taste of the country.

WAGGON & HORSES
21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE

14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY
2 BELGIAN BEERS
Open:
Mon - Sat 12-11,
Sun 12-10.30

EVERY DAY is a BEER
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON

THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the
REAL ALES
into
HALESOWEN
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Pub Surveys

TALBOT INN

Droitwich Dawdle
A November crawl of Droitwich was an enjoyable, eye
opener for members of Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA.
The crawl started at the
Castle, Worcester Road. This
a lively, large, open plan pub
serving food. Beers are
Greene King IPA, Wells Bombardier and two guest beers.
These were Marstons Wicked
Witch and Wyre Piddle Piddle
in the Wind.
A walk down the old A38 to
the traffic lights took us to the
Barley Mow, Hanbury Street.
This bustling town pub serves
M&B Brew XI. Over the canal
to the next two pubs, the
Freemasons, Bromsgrove
road and the Gardeners,
Vines Lane and our only disappointment of the night. Both
are real ale less. What made
this rather sad, was that both
were previous Good Beer
Guide entries some years ago.
A pleasant walk along the
canal to the Railway, Kidderminster Road revived our spirits. This friendly, two-roomed
town pub serves Hansons
Mild, Marstons Bitter, Pedigree, Old Empire plus a guest
beer which was Jennings
Sneck Lifter. Revived, we
headed for the Talbot, High
Street. This interesting tworoomed town pub serves
Banks’s Original and Bitter.
Our next stop was the Hop
Pole, Friar Street. This is a
noisy but very welcoming pub
with plenty of character. The
two beers from Wye Valley

(Hereford Pale
Ale, Butty Bach) were thoroughly enjoyed. A very enjoyable evening came to a conclusion at the Old Cock also in
Friar Street. A historic inn
serving Banks’s Original, Marstons Bitter and two guest
beers which were Smiles Heritage and Burton Bridge Thomas Sykes Ales which at 10%
certainly made a suitable last
post for the evening!
FOOTNOTE

Our survey shows that Droitwich has plenty to offer the
real ale drinker. Local CAMRA
members are therefore requested to submit beer
scores for the town!

Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available
• Smoking and non-smoking
rooms
• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week

12

Pint
page 12

Thursday, December 21, 2006 08:25
Composite

Quick Halves
• Despite the possibility of
moving elsewhere, Pete
Russell will be staying as
manager of the award winning
Somer’s Sports and Social
Club in Halesowen. The club
is famous for it’s great range
of well-kept cask ales from
micro-breweries.
• Five beers have been
spotted at the Green Man,
Tything, Worcester - Speckled
Hen, London Pride, Hobson's
Best Bitter, Wye Valley Bitter
and Black Sheep Bitter. Prices
were “premium” however.
• Fans of Cains Raisin Ale are
going to be disappointed by
Tesco’s recent decision to
stop stocking the beer. John
Shreeve from Cains Brewery
has told local fan Margaret
Lowe that she’ll have to wait
until the brewery put their
products on-line. The beer
does occasionally make it into
the guest list of some of our
pubs however.
• The Good Beer Guide listed
Bridge at Offenham, near
Evesham has changed hands.
• The Good Beer Guide listed
Fox at Chaddesley Corbett is
now featuring Malvern Hills
beers. Black Pear tends to be
a regular but the deliciously
hoppy Green Pear has also
been spotted. Theakston Best
Bitter and Thatcher's Ciders
are also available.
• The Little Lark in Studley
has replaced Ushers Bitter

and Wadworth 6X with
Adnams Bitter and Broadside.
Ansells Mild and a guest beer
continue to be served. Also in
Studley, the Royal Oak has
changed hands and is serving
Adnams Bitter plus a guest
beer. If proof were needed
that Adnams sales team
appear to be on a push in the
area, the Red Lion in Bradley
Green is also serving Adnams
Bitter plus a guest beer.
• Wye Valley HPA is being
served at the French Hen in
Clent. The pub and restaurant
serves a range of Gallic
themed dishes. Accommodation is also available.
• The Miners Arms, Lydney,
Gloucester has been awarded
Cider and Perry Pub of the
Year 2005. This is the first
year CAMRA has awarded a
prize to the best pub in Britain
that promotes and
encourages sales of quality
‘real’ cider and perry. The
Wellington in Bennetts Hill,
Birmingham was one of the
runners up in the competition
and has been featured in Pint
Taken a number of times.
• The building including the
bar of the Pig and Drum in
Worcester is to be extended
slightly.
• As reported in a previous
issue of Pint Taken,
Ombersley’s
Cannon Royall
brewery have
started producing bottle

conditioned ales. Full Steam
Ahead (4.1%) and Trafalgar
Stout (4.7%) are available
from the brewery tap, the
Fruiterer’s Arms in Uphampton. Both are bottled versions
of two cask ales. The stout is
jet black in colour with a full
flavour thanks to the addition
of rum! Enjoy.
Tewkesbury CAMRA Beer
Festival

More
Winter
Cheer

Tewkesbury CAMRA Winter
Ale Festival is being held at
George Watson Memorial
Hall, Barton Street, Tewkesbury in the town centre 100
yards from Tewkesbury Cross.
The Festival runs between
Thurs 2nd and Sat 4th February 2006 with Thurs evening
(7.30-11pm) for members
only. Friday (11am - 3pm and
6.30-11pm) and Saturday (1111)
ENTRY

Entry is free to card carrying
members at all times.
The event will feature up to 60
winter ales together with local
perry and cider.
There is a train service from
Worcester Shrub Hill (some
start from Great Malvern) to
Ashchurch. The 41 bus from
Ashchurch runs every 20 minutes into Tewkesbury.
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Trip Report

Whittington's by
George!
A trip to Whittington's Brewery in Newent, Gloucestershire by members of Redditch
and Bromsgrove CAMRA in
September proved to be an
enjoyable and informative
experience. The brewery is
part of the Three Choirs Vineyard and started in 2002.
Head Brewer Kevin Shayle
spoke to the group and explained how important bottled
beers were to the company
and a real ale in a bottle “Cat’s
Whiskers” was sampled.
SAMPLING

Following the tour, the group
moved onto the George,
Newent where a range of
guest beers including Whittington’s Nine Lives (3.6%)
and Cats Whiskers (4.2%)
were sampled and enjoyed.
The trip was pleasantly concluded with a trip to the
Dragon, Worcester. Thanks to
organiser Pete George who
took a lot of convincing that
our pub in Newent was not
called the King’s Arms!

Worcestershire Club wins Regional Club of the Year

Club Receives Award

CAMRA Regional Director Nik Antona presents Trevor Allen from
Hartlebury British Legion with the West Midlands Region Club of
the Year Award. The club will now go forward to the national
CAMRA Club of the Year competition. The award was presented
in November at a well attended event by local CAMRA branches.

Steve and Lesley
welcome you to the
Robin Hood
Open for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,
plus Addelestones Cider
Large grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BW
01562 730255
14
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Presentation to Kevin Minchew

Only when the cuckoo
sings can you open
your cyder……
On a fine Sunday morning in
September, a small but enthusiastic group visited Kevin
Minchew, producer of award
winning Minchew’s Real
Cyder and Perry. Minchew’s
Single Variety Perry was voted
best cider/perry of the festival
at this year’s Bromsgrove
Beer Festival and the purpose
of our visit was to present
Kevin with his award.
QUALITY PRODUCTS

We spent a fascinating
morning in Kevin’s company
and were left in no doubt
about his commitment to

quality products. He uses
traditional fruit varieties
such as Dabinett or Stoke
Red apples and Oldfield
or Blakeney Red pears. These
are washed, milled, pressed,
and then allowed to ferment
naturally in oak barrels. The
amount of time required for
fermentation varies, but Kevin
adheres to the tradition that
you cannot open the cyder
next spring until the first
cuckoo has been heard.
CYDER?

So why cyder, not cider?
Cyder is the fermented juice

of the first pressing of vintage
apples, a product of similar
quality to extra virgin olive oil.
No wonder Minchew’s cyder
and perry tastes so good. A
number of outlets stock
bottled Minchews Cyder and
perry. A list of outlets can be
found at www. minchews.co.
uk.
For more cider and perry
facts, turn to Page 17.

The Fox Inn
Chaddesley Corbett
FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Permanent real ales include
Malvern Hills & Theakstons
Best Bitter plus an ever
changing guest ale
Over 250 guest beers
over the last 3 years!
ALSO
Traditional Thatcher’s
Dry cider
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials
15
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Lake District Pub Review

Five of the Best
A recent trip to Windermere in
the Lake District earlier in the
year allowed your editor and
spouse an opportunity to sample a few beers and ciders in
some great pubs. The quality
and range of interesting ales
on offer make this part of the
world a beer lover’s heaven.
These were our favourite
pubs. I’ve listed our favourite
ale sampled at the pub on the
day.

from Windermere. Beers all
from micros, plus a large collection of Belgian bottled
beers. Excellent food and
there is accommodation onsite. An on-site brewery
should be up and running by
the end of the year.
Hawkshead Bitter (3.7%) tied
with Inveralmond Ossians Ale
(4.1%)

MANOR ARMS,
BROUGHTON IN FURNESS

Spacious roadside inn a short
distance from Ings. The
lounge is full of curios. A large
outside drinking area. Four
real ales all from micros and
also Belgian beers.

A cosy pub in the town centre. Full of CAMRA awards
and a wonderful, open range
fire. Eight real ales all from
micros or quality independents such as Timothy Taylor
plus Weston’s cider and two
Belgian beers. All very keenly
priced at under £2 a pint.
Roosters Hooligan (4.5 %)

EAGLE AND CHILD,
STAVELEY

Dent Aviator (4%)
ANGLERS ARMS,
HAVERTHWAITE,

Spacious roadside inn opposite the restored railway. One
room has a witch theme.
No less than ten ales all from
interesting breweries plus
three ciders and a perry. Unsurpassed for choice!
Copper Dragon Black Gold
(3.7%).
All of these pubs and more,
can be found in the new 2006
CAMRA Good Beer Guide.
Turn to page 5 for more details.

PRINCE OF WALES,
FOXFIELD

A simple, single bar with a
railway theme (there is a station opposite) and featuring
six beers (all below £2 a pint)
all from micros including the
Foxfield Brewery which is attached to the pub. Again numerous CAMRA certificates
all in miniature form.
Glastonbury Mystery Tor
(3.8 %).
WATERMILL, INGS

Situated next to a pretty brook
that can be seen from the
lounge, this is a magnificent
real ale inn just a few miles
16
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New Guide Launched

CAMRA’s Good Cider
Guide
CAMRA’s Good Cider Guide is
the guide for real cider-loving
connoisseurs and has just
been published. It is packed
with information on every
producer in the UK and
highlights all the best places
in which to buy and sample
the nation’s best ciders.
The book is divided into
counties and contains maps,
listings of producers and over
550 cider outlets.
The guide also includes other
areas of cider interest,
museums, orchards and
heritage areas. It is priced at
£10.99 and available from all
good book shops or from

Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,
Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305
Home of Uphampton ales
from the
Cannon Royall Brewery
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE &
AWARD WINNER

CAMRA HQ on 01727 867201
or www.camra.org.uk

Cider Key Facts
www.camra.org.uk/cider has
lots of useful information
about real cider and perry including details of recommended ciders and perries to
try.
DID YOU KNOW?
• Real Cider and Perry is produced in at least 35 counties in England as well as in
Wales and Scotland
• There are over 2,040 varieties of apples and 502 types
of pears with only 20 types
of specialized perry pears
grown at Brogdale Home of
the National Fruit Collections in Kent.
• Apples originated in the
Middle East more than 4000
years ago and have been

grown in
the UK
since the
Roman occupation, with
cultivated apple varieties
spreading across Europe,
arriving in England at around
the time of the Norman conquest in 1066.

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH

• Real Cider and Perry is not
just a UK drink. It is enjoyed
throughout Europe and the
US.

Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340

• There are at least 154 cider
and perry producers in the
UK.

Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

• 90% of cider is artificially
carbonated, pasteurised and
served under gas pressure.
In other words it is KEG.
• Perry is to pears as Cider is
to apples.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire, Beer garden,
Live Jazz.
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And Finally...
INTELLIGENT BEERMAT?

An intelligent beermat that
alerts barstaff that your glass
is empty could feature in pubs
of the future. Like an ordinary
mat, it absorbs drips; but the
gadget also has hidden sensors. When drinks are low, a
blinking light at the bar lets
the waiter know a top-up is
required. The beermat is the
work of two German students
which says it all really!
A LOST SCOT

Visitors to Bromsgrove Beer
Festival will probably remember one of the serving staff
not having a local accent. The
Celtic brogue and kilt would
give you a clue to Michael
Masson’s country of birth.

Michael met the festival organisers at the CAMRA members weekend in Glasgow.
Michael promised he would
be down to help us out at the
beer festival. The local branch
didn’t think they’d see him
again, but Michael was as
good as his word and spent
the whole festival weekend in
town, helping the branch out.
Come Sunday though what is
a Scot to do in a place like
Bromsgrove? He’d already
given the evening staff of the
Ladybird Hotel a bonnie farewell so he headed for the
GBG listed Red Lion and Hop
Pole in town. Here is where
things went a little wrong.
Instead of going straight on at
the A38 junction, poor old

Michael turned left and after a
considerable while ended up
in the south of the town at the
Greyhound which luckily
served real ale. He apparently
had a great time and was
even approached by one of
the locals who wanted to
know where he had got his
Bromsgrove Beer Festival TShirt. Working out that said
item was rather rare (only
working staff get hold of
them), Michael explained that
if said gent would like to bid
for his shirt, a deal could be
done. Our Canny Scot then
proceeded to auction his shirt,
making no less than £17 for
Macmillan Nurses!
See you next year Michael!

THE RED LION
FREE HOUSE

Enjoy lunch or an evening
meal in this cosy traditional
canal-side pub. Home cooked
meals and bar snacks served
daily.
(Sandwiches only on
Tuesday & Wednesday).

Find us ‘canal-side’ on the
Worcester & Birmingham
Canal.

HOLT HEATH,
WORCESTERSHIRE WR6 6LX
TEL: 01905 620236
FAX: 01905 621372

¾ Family Owned and Run Freehouse
¾ Always Serving 3 Real Ales
¾ 70 Seater Restaurant
¾ Bar with Sporting Memorabilia

Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

¾ Sky TV

0121 445 5111

¾ Located on Junction of A4133 and A433.

¾ Large Beer Garden
¾ 6 Miles from Stourport, Worcester and Droitwich

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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INSERT BEER HEADS pdf IN HERE - USE NON-BLACK SPOT COLOUR
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Stourbridge branch (07816 888278)
Wed 7 Dec
Wed 21 Dec
Fri 30 Dec
Wed 4 Jan
Wed 18 Jan
Wed 1 Feb
Wed 15 Feb

Meeting - Swan, Brettel Lane, Amblecote. 8.30
Halesowen Christmas crawl - Starts at 8pm Benjamin's,
moving on to Waggon & Horses, Hawne Tavern.
Gornal Pub Crawl. Starts at 4pm. Ring for details
Meeting - Venue to be confirmed. Ring for details.
Pub crawl, - Starts 8.30pm Venue to be confirmed. Ring
for details.
Meeting - Venue to be confirmed. Ring for details.
Pub crawl - Starts 8.30pm Venue to be confirmed. Ring
for details.

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 501175)
Tue 13 Dec
Fri 6 Jan
Tue 17 Jan
Fri 13 Sat 14 Jan
Sat 4 Feb
Tue 7 Feb

Branch meeting - Cross & Bowling Green, Bransons
Cross (GBG Nominations)
Christmas Meal - Cross & Bowling Green, Bransons
Cross (Booking essential)
Branch meeting - Fruiterer's Arms, Uphampton (RWAF
wash-up)
Redditch Winter Ales Festival
www.redditchwaf.org.uk for more details
Trip to Brewsters Brewery, Ring for details
Branch meeting Throckmorton Arms, Caughton (GBG
Selection)

Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Fri 16 Dec
Tue 20 Dec
Wed 11 Jan
Sat 14 Jan
Wed 8 Feb
Sat 18 Feb
Sat 4 Mar
Wed 8 Mar

Christmas Party at Lamb, West Malvern (Ring for details)
Branch meeting at Dragon, Worcester and social drink
Branch Meeting - Anchor Eckington
Coach day trip to Redditch Beer Festival, Purity Brewery, Wizard Brewery & meal at Fleece, Bretforton
Branch Meeting - Brandy Cask, Pershore
Great Malvern Evening Crawl and Curry (Ring for details)
Stourbridge Evening Crawl (Ring for details)
Branch Meeting - Huntsman, Green Street, Kempsey

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area
For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk

Items for publication should be sent by January 31st

Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Stourbridge and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed
to real ale pubs in and
around the county of
Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send 4 x 1st class
SAEs to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane, Cookhill,
Alcester, B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
47a Barley Mow Lane,
Catshill, Bromsgrove,
B61 0LU
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from the above
address.
Hereford & Worcester
Trading standards:
28-30 Foregate Street,
Worcester
WR1 1DS
Tel: 01905 765373
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201
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