FREE

Spring 2007

www.pinttaken.org.uk
The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter

County CAMRA Branches present their awards

Worcestershire Pubs of the Year
Over the last twelve months
CAMRA members from the
three local Branches in
Worcestershire have been
carefully assessing the quality
and standards of the pubs
within their areas. The culmination of this is the awarding
of the prestigious ‘Pub of the
Year’ title to the winning
pub.

esting guest beers from
smaller breweries and also
real cider and perry.
Congratulations to John and
Trudy Greaves who were so
delighted to win the award,
that the certificate was stuck
on the wall within minutes of
receiving it.

award.
Cy Day (Branch Chairman)
congratulated Neil and Helen
McMahon for the hard work
and enthusiasm that had made
the pub such a success since
being renovated.

KIDDERMINSTER
The relaunched Kidderminster branch of CAMRA run
by Ian Mercer and Glenda
Harvey got off to a flying
start by announcing their
pub of the year, the Bell at
Pensax. The presentation in
December was attended by
Kidderminster and Redditch &
Bromsgrove branches who
organised a minibus trip to the
event. The pub which was the
West Midlands CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year in 2003,
serves a wide range of inter-

John and Trudy receiving their award

REDDITCH &
BROMSGROVE
The Gate Hangs Well at
Woodgate was the scene of
much celebration when Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
members made the presentation of their ‘Pub of the Year’

Neil (left) receives his award from Cy
Day (Branch Chairman)

WORCESTER
The winner voted for by members of Worcester branch of
CAMRA was the Plough in
Deansway, Worcester. The
shortlisted pubs for this award
were:
Continued on page 2

Battle back on for closed rural Pub

The Dodford Inn under threat again!
Redditch and Bromsgrove
branch of the Campaign for
Real Ale (CAMRA) is urging as
many people as possible to
help save a local community
pub.
FUTURE UNCLEAR
The Dodford Inn near

Bromsgrove has the opportunity to offer visitors a relaxing
atmosphere in a countryside
environment, and has offered
home-cooked food, live entertainment and even music and
beer festivals under the previous licensee.
However, despite Bromsgrove
1

District Council’s decision to
refuse a planning application
to close the pub, the future of
the Dodford is still unclear.
LAND SOLD OFF
Save Investments, the owners
of the pub, have rejected offers to sell

Continued on page 3

Redditch Festival review

Three cheers for Redditch
Pub-goers had the opportunity
to sample 43 different beers as
they visited Redditch Beer
Festival in January, held at
Bridley Moor & Batchley Social

CAMRA members.
VARIED SELECTION

Thanks to the assistance of
Purity brewery who sponsored the event, a remarkable 2000 pints
were served; including
ales from local breweries such as Weatheroak
in Alvechurch, as well
as beers from further
afield such as EdinCy Day (Festival Organiser) prepares to broadcast burgh No. 3 from Loanwith BBC Hereford & Worcester radio
head in Scotland.
Elvedon Harwick Charter Ale
Club. Not only was the festival
(10%) won the Beer of the
featured on Hereford and
Festival Award, while BidWorcester radio, but the local
denden Vineyards won the
Redditch Advertiser newspaaward for Best Cider.
per compiled a video diary of
the festival too. The video can
be viewed at: www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk/
news/ranewsvideo/index.
var.2396.0.0.php

CHANGE OF VENUE

Organiser Cy Day said: “This
second Redditch Beer Festival has built upon the success of last year's inaugural
event. The change of venue
500 VISITORS
gave us more room for
customers, and we increased the number of
beers available after selling out last year before
the end. Real ale fans in
Redditch have shown
their support for the
beers, and any landlords
Another glass being filled by a volunteer worker
who do not yet stock real
ale should not be left in
The event, which was run by
volunteers from the Redditch and Bromsgrove
branch of the Campaign for
Real Ale, gave 500 visitors
the chance to try real ales
as well as a selection of
ciders and perries. The festival also raised £250 for
Macmillan Cancer Support,
and signed up over 40 new

CAMRA young members from around the
West Midlands enjoy the Festival
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any doubt now about the demand for this product."
Visitors liked the change of
venue for this year’s event,
and it is hoped to be repeated
next year. For those who can’t
wait, a summer festival is
planned to take place at
Bromsgrove Rugby Club on
12th–14th July.

Continued from page 1

The Three Kings, Hanley Castle, the Swan, Birlingham, the
Nags Head, Malvern, the
Plough, Worcester and the
Dragon, Worcester. The committee met and examined all
candidates against the CAMRA
voting criteria before declaring
the Plough the winner.

In a new award the winner of
the most improved pub for
2006 went, by popular vote, to
the Star at Malvern.
Presentation of the certificates to both pubs will be arranged shortly, and reported
in the next edition of Pint
Taken.

Continued from page 1

the business to local residents
and have since evicted the
licensee and his wife, forcing
the pub to close. The company is now appealing against
the council’s decision of not to
close the Dodford Inn, and
have already sold the surrounding land to London Leisure.
INVESTORS AVAILABLE
As part of National Community
Pubs Week (17th – 24th February), Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA are asking everyone
to help keep the inn a public
house by writing to the Planning Inspectorate to reaffirm
the decision not to allow
change of use.
Members of the branch
have stated that they would
like to see the pub sold to one

of the parties who have already expressed an interest in
the Dodford and who are willing to retain the character of
the pub. They stand firm in the
belief that with the right investment, the pub can once again
become a successful business.
SAFEGUARD THE FUTURE
CAMRA Director and National
Executive member Brett
Laniosh recalls a similar situation two years ago with the
threatened closure of The Gate
Hangs Well (Woodgate) which
has been invested in, and has
since gone on to receive numerous awards including The
Beautiful Beer award and Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2006.
Mr. Laniosh said:
“Communities cannot take
their much-loved pub for

granted. Planning law can be
used to protect pubs but further safeguards are needed.”
Letters to reaffirm Bromsgrove
District Council’s decision
(appeal no: APP/P1805/
A/07/2035957/NWF) need to
be sent to The Planning Inspectorate, Room 311813,
Temple Quay House, 2 The
Square, Temple Quay, Bristol,
BS1 6PN by 7th March 2007,
or on-line at www.
planningportal.gov.uk/pcs
through the appeals area.

CAMRA statistics show 56 pubs lost each month

Pub closures on the up
The Campaign for Real Ale
called for communities to rally
behind their local pub during
Community Pubs Week in February as a shocking new survey reveals the number of
pubs nationwide that are currently under threat from closure.

damning new figures prove
why CAMRA’s Community
Pubs Week is so important.
Across the UK currently, a
sword hangs over more than
1,300 pubs and falls on an
average of 56 a month, depriving communities of a vital hub
forever.”

across the UK
are without
the amenity of a public house.
At a time when more and
more amenities are being lost
it is time for licensees, residents and local authorities to
make a stand.”

UNCERTAIN FUTURE

URBAN PROBLEM

CAMRA’s branches were
asked for details of pubs in
their area that have been permanently lost and those that
face permanent closure. The
figures suggest that a staggering 56 pubs a month are lost
forever, and 1,300 are closed
with an uncertain future.
CAMRA Chief Executive
Mike Benner said: “These

This is not a problem confined
to rural areas. The survey revealed that 80 per cent of pubs
permanently lost are in urban
areas. Due in part to the high
demand for housing, many
pubs are also being converted
to restaurants, shops and offices. Mike continued: “We
can’t allow ourselves to be in a
situation where communities

Pubs are permanently lost
after the building is redeveloped for housing. Currently
there is a legal loophole which
allows developers to demolish
pubs without the need for
planning permission. CAMRA
is lobbying MPs to have this
loophole closed. CAMRA is
also calling for all new large
housing developments to include provisions for a pub.
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LOST FOREVER

Concern by CAMRA over irresponsible pricing by supermarkets

Water costs more
than beer!
The Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) is calling for a stop
to irresponsible alcohol promotion as supermarkets sell
lager for just 5p more than a
pint of bottled water.
SURVEY DETAILS
A survey by CAMRA revealed
that in some supermarkets
Fosters and Carlsberg was
available for the equivalent of
just 54p a pint – or 16p before
tax. CAMRA, members of parliament, trade press and pub
industry chiefs are calling for
urgent action to prevent promotions that serve to exacerbate the problem of binge
drinking.
IRRESPONSIBLE
CAMRA Chief Executive Mike
Benner said: “The ridiculous
practice of the major supermarkets selling below cost for
alcohol to out-price each other
is reckless, irresponsible and
dangerous. To put it in perspective some bottled water in
the supermarket costs 49p a
pint and water is not subject to
excise duty as alcohol is.”
CAMRA believes that irresponsible drinks promotions in
the off trade are a major cause
of binge-drinking incidents, yet
it is licensed premises that
suffer the fallout while supermarkets continue with impunity.
UNJUSTIFIED
Mike Benner continued: “Pubs
often come under unjustified
attack for encouraging bingedrinking, yet the industry has

The
Talbot
Newlands, Pershore

committed itself
to curb irresponsible drinking
and cheap alcohol promotions
in recent years. This hard work
is undermined by supermarkets selling enormous quantities of alcohol at prices that
simply cannot be justified.
UNREGULATED
“An 18-year-old is free to take
advantage of these ludicrous
beer prices, walk out the supermarket door and then drink
in a completely unsupervised
and unsafe environment. Beer
can be given by them to under-age drinkers who do not
know their limits but pour premium-strength lager down
their throats all night. This is in
stark contrast to adults enjoying a drink in a pub which is
regulated by law as to who
they can and cannot serve.
Something has to be done
now to make supermarkets
realise the damage these promotions can cause.”
EARLY DAY MOTION
MP John Grogan of the All
Party Parliamentary Beer
Group has tabled an Early Day
Motion urging supermarkets
and off-licenses to follow the
example of pubs, act to end
irresponsible drinks promotions, and not to use alcohol
as a loss leader on their premises. CAMRA is urging consumers to lobby their MP to
sign Early Day Motion 495 and
make supermarkets take their
social responsibilities more
seriously. 41 MP’s have signed
the motion so far.
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...plus one other
guest ale always
available.

[ Homemade lunches \
[ Sunday Roast \
Curry
and lasagne
night!

Open fires and a friendly
atmosphere—just look out for
the resident mimicking ghost!
Mon-Thurs 12 —3, 5 —11; Fri-Sun 12—11.

01386 553575
the-talbot@tiscali.co.uk

The Bell at Pensax
Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

01299
896677
Herefordshire & Worcestershire
CAMRA Pub of the Year
2002, 2003 and 2004
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30
Near Abberley on the B4202

Local
News

a large amount of work is
needed to the premises. The
Tumbling Sailors claim to
fame was an entry in the Guinness Book of Records for possessing a lighthouse furthest
from the sea.
DOUBLE FOR THE WELLIE

BARDS BREWERY CLOSED
Having only reported in the
Winter edition that Shakespeare’s Brewery had had to
change its name, news of the
closure of Bidford-based
Bard's Brewery came in early
January. Derek Hawyes called
time on the operation in mid
January. Most of the equipment has already gone to the
Red Rock Brewery in Devon,
with the cold store going to
Conway Brewery, the bottling
equipment to Wizard, and bottles, boxes etc to Tunnel in
Nuneaton. It’s some consolation to know that other micros
are benefiting from the Bard's
demise! We wish Derek well
for the future.

Birmingham CAMRA’s current
Pub of the Year, the Wellington has been declared the East
and West Midlands Cask Pub
of the Year in the Morning
Advertiser’s annual awards.
The award will be presented in
February.
TRIPLE FOR WYE VALLEY
At the prestigious West Midlands annual awards in December 2006 Wye Valley
scooped three Gold Medals
making a perfect ending for
Wye Valley Brewery’s 21st
anniversary year, giving the

seal of approval to years of
work perfecting the taste of
their traditionally brewed
beers.
For a trio of brands from
one brewery to each win Gold
in one season of West Midland
CAMRA run competitions is
believed to be unprecedented.
The judges named Butty
Bach the number one best
bitter, with HPA taking the title
in the category for bitter whilst
Dorothy Goodbody’s Wholesome Stout collected Gold for
the best bottled beer.
To cap it all HPA won the
Silver Award in CAMRA’s
West Midlands champion of
champions contest involving
all Gold Medal category winners in a grand final round of
tastings of all styles.
Wye Valley Brewery is located in Stoke Lacey, Herefordshire

WIZARD RELOCATION
At the same time as the closure of Bard’s Brewery, Mike
Garner of Wizard Brewery announced his intention to relocate to Devon by the end of
February 2007. The brewery
has been adjacent to the Norman Knight in Whichford
since starting up in 2003. No
further details were available
at the time of going to press.
LIGHTHOUSE TO COME
DOWN
For those who remember the
days of ‘Mad O’Rourke’ and
his themed pubs, Milligans in
Kidderminster, formerly the
Little Tumbling Sailor has
been sold off to developers as

73 High Street, Bromsgrove
Tel: 01527 835387

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2004
Up to seven real ales changing daily
Home-made, home-cooked
curry every Monday night 5-8

Regular Beer Festivals Held

The little pub with the big welcome
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Editorealale
Welcome to the
Spring Edition
of Pint Taken,
and already the
year is a quarter
over!
Many things have happened
since the last edition, including
me breaking my toe during the
Redditch Beer Festival - but
that’s another story.
Of particular concern is the
closure of the Dodford Inn at
Dodford (see front page). The
launch of an appeal against
the refusal of planning permission must be resisted, otherwise there will be nothing in
Dodford. This is why CAMRA
holds events like ‘Community
Pubs Week’ to highlight the
pub as a central point of a
community and to protect it.
The Dodford is not the only
example of this occurring
within a community and if we
do nothing it will become
more commonplace. On a
brief tour of my local area I
counted four pubs that were
either closed, or up for lease.
CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Neil and his
family at the Gate Hangs Well
in Woodgate, winner of the
Pub of the Year 2006 award
for Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA. Here is an example of
a community pub which several years ago faced demolition and replacement with
housing. Now it is a vibrant,
award winning pub enjoyed by
many people.
Until next time.
Cheers!
Charlie Ayres, Editor

The Great Malvern Hotel,
Graham Road,
Great Malvern,
Worcestershire WR14 2HN
Tel: 01684 563411
Fax: 01684 560514
e-mail: sutton@great-malvern-hotel.co.uk
www.great-malvern-hotel.co.uk

The Great Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the T heatre
and therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals. T he service and
style of food has an emphasis on value for money and a relaxing style
of eating. Where possible we use local produce, this includes items
such as the award winning sausages from Malvern Country Meals, and
all the fruit & vegetables come from Birmingham
market each morning. We also enjoy serving local and interesting beverages. Our entries in the Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a credit to
the local beers & ciders of the area. We are open to the
public for breakfast, lunch and evening meals from
Monday - Saturday.
Phone 01684 563411 for reservations.

FREE HOUSE
Enjoy lunch or an evening
meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. Home cooked
meals and bar snacks served daily.
Resident & Guest Ales
(Sandwiches only on Tuesday & Wednesday)

Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005
Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire
0121 445 5111
www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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Wolverhampton plays host to CAMRA’s

Members’ Weekend
The Wolverhampton
Branch is pleased to
host the Members'
Weekend and AGM
Black Country 2007
which is to be held in
the Wolverhampton
Civic and Wulfrun Halls
20 - 22 April 2007.
Visitors to the
world's greatest mild
brewing & drinking
area will find historic
small breweries, untouched
pubs and all easily accessible
by train, tram, canal and bus.
CONFERENCE
The weekend is open to all
CAMRA members and is an
opportunity to review what
has been happening at branch,
regional and national level
over the past year. The main
conference as well as workshops, policy discussion
groups and seminars are all
great forums for members to
swap ideas and to discuss
items with National Executive
and HQ Staff members.

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340

day supported by breweries in
and around the Black Country
welcoming visitors to the region. On Saturday evening
there are several trips organised to breweries such as Titanic, Hobson’s and to historic
Burton on Trent.

Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

The Anchor Inn

SOCIAL EVENTS
The Members' Weekend also
offers a great chance to socialise with other members. Share
a few drinks at the members'
bar or visit pubs in Wolverhampton and the surrounding
areas or book a place on one
of the organised trips.
Further details are available on
the CAMRA web-site www.
camra.org.uk, where information on accommodation, trips
and other useful items is available.
During Friday there will be a
Black Country Brewery open

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation Pensioners-Lunches-Wednesday
Sunday Lunches Thursday Steak Special
Live-Music-Friday-Nights Large Car Park
Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
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How to record your opinion

Rating
your Beer

FOR the first time CAMRA's
84,000 strong membership will
be able to rate the quality of
beer available in pubs using a
new online National Beer
Scoring Scheme (NBSS).
HOW DOES IT WORK?
The NBSS is a six point scale
(0-5) for judging beer quality in
pubs. It is an easy-to-use system that has been designed to
assist CAMRA branches in
selecting pubs for the Good
Beer Guide. It also monitors
beer quality by encouraging
CAMRA members to report on
the quality of beer in any pub
in the UK. CAMRA members
will be asked to examine the
look, smell, and taste of each
beer before offering their
evaluation. The scores are:
0 = Undrinkable: No cask ale
or the quality is so poor you
can't finish it.
1 = Poor: Barely drinkable.
2 = Average: Competently
kept but uninspiring.
3 = Good: Good beer in good
form. Worth another pint.
4 = Very Good: Excellent beer
in excellent condition.
5 = Perfect: Very rarely given
by the seasoned drinker.
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
The scheme is only open to
CAMRA members, so if you
are passionate about real ale
and would like to get involved,
why not sign up to CAMRA
today (see page 22) and help
to find the best pubs and beer
in Britain.
CAMRA members are able to
fill the details in online at
www.beerscoring.org.uk.
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Ian Stevenson writes on his love of RAIB

Real Ale in Bottles
A number of people within
CAMRA don’t even consider
bottled beer, even with the
‘CAMRA says this is Real Ale’
logo on the label as real ale. I
would say to them, you are
missing some wonderful
tastes out there, and support
of such will help strengthen
this growing market.
BOTTLE SUPPORTER
I am very much a bottled beer
supporter. Being largely stuck
at home nowadays, I am dependant on bottled beers so
that I can still enjoy my favourite hobby. However, lucky for
me I live in Worcestershire
where some of the finest bottled ale is produced, along
with excellent examples from
the neighbouring counties. In
addition I try ales from all over
the UK, Europe, and anything
that takes my fancy. Normally I
look for Bottle Conditioned
first, but I am NOT a purist as
there are some excellent pasteurised beers out there and
you would just not experience
these flavours any other way.
(i.e. nettle & juniper, apple &
cinnamon, chocolate, as a
small example).
CAMRA ENDORSED
Lately I have been disappointed to see comments in
What’s Brewing from a member criticising CAMRA for pursuing the practice of endorsing Bottle Conditioned Ales
with the official logo. One
writer even stated that he
found these beers undrinkable. I have never found such
undrinkable - except for two
reasons, the first being that a

fault has happened in the bottling or mixing of the beer, the
second being that someone
drank my bottle.
PERSONAL CHOICE
I have found that RAIB in particular sometimes varies by
batch. To me that is also its
strength – not more of the exact same. It can also indicate
development at best or, at
worst, cost-cutting.
The following opinions are
mine, and that is what great
beer is all about…Opinion.
Considerable care and effort is
almost always the case in producing RAIB. Whether we like
it or not is up to us, but we
should recognise and congratulate the increasing numbers of craft brewers who are
embarking on producing such.
Personally I was delighted
when the CAMRA logo started
appearing on bottle conditioned ales. That said to me
that they were at last being
looked at in earnest and receiving due recognition.

nisable as enjoyable to a point.
Presents from people who
don’t know better. Best of bad
bunch when on holiday.
‘S’ or more commonly
known – STICKY, this is the
ultimate accolade. Will stick
with all night, day, week,
month, etc. Also applied to
draught ales.
GIVE THEM A TRY
I will say that although I am an
ardent supporter of RAIB, all of
the above can apply to pasteurised beers too!
If you don’t already, give some
of the craft RAIB’s a try. You
are likely to enjoy.

GRADING SYSTEM
In this piece I am not going
to give a list of my favourites,
must try’s, must avoid’s etc.
That can be done later if people are interested. What I will
do is provide my personal
grading system.
‘A’ List - Favourites and ones
that the other-half knows to
buy. Taste suits my palate,
regular good quality, good
price, and one that puts a
smile on my face.
‘B’ List - Good Ales, enjoyable, but not quite perfection.
‘C’ List – Ales and beers recog9

HEADLESS CROSS,
REDDITCH
01527 550448

Up to three guest
beers including
Hobsons
Town Crier

Happy
Birthday
Purity!
Purity Brewery is one year old!
The team at Purity invited a
number of CAMRA members
and supporters of the brewery
from around the local area to
attend their first birthday party
in November 2006.
NEW RECRUIT
After a brief review of how
the first year had gone Paul
Halsey revealed a new member of the team. Frenchman
Florent Vialan joined Purity
several months ago and is
using his beer making skills to
work on Purity Gold.
A tour of the brewery followed the presentation and
here Flo discussed the work
that he had been undertaking.
Some serious sampling took
place and deep debate with
Flo on the subject of the
changes to Purity Gold. Flo
revealed his brewing pedigree,
having worked as a brewer
with Archers in Swindon and
lately with Larkin's in Kent. He
also related tales of working in
a brewery in the mountains of
France, where the brewhouse
floor froze overnight!
PARTING GIFT
The evening was rounded off
with bowls of meaty stew with
thick crusty bread, and a little
more ale. Finally just like any
birthday party all the guests
had a party bag to take home,
and in this case each had a
bottle of Ubu, recently produced for a
leading supermarket.

FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE

WEATHEROAK ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%
Weatheroak 4.1%
Redwood 4.7%
& Seasonal Special

OTHER REAL ALES:
Hobsons Town Crier
Everards Original
Blacksheep
& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386
Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411
Now open 11.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun

25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch
Phone 0121 445 4411
Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30 - 8.30 pm
Please note Jan, Feb & Mar, not open Thursday evening.
Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints
Containers available.
Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons
Gluten free beer from Guinness
Selection of wines & spirits
Good range of bottled British beers
e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk
North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence
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Bromsgrove Beer Festival 2006 award winners

The
Little Lark

Millstone Brewery
The presentation to Millstone
Brewery took place on the 9th
December 2006 at the brewery
in Mossley, Lancashire.
‘True Grit’ was the winner of
the ‘Beer of the Festival’ as
voted by drinkers who attended the Bromsgrove Beer
festival held in July 2006.
Nick Boughton and Jon
Hunt are the owners/brewers
of Mossley’s first real-ale
brewery since 1914. Originally
from the West Midlands, Nick
and Jon decided to establish
their business in the NorthWest. The initial idea of establishing a commercial brewery
grew from discussions whilst
on holiday in France several
years ago. Today Millstone

(Along Alcester Road)
Tel: 01527 853105
A traditional English Pub
serving home made food at
reasonable prices, including the
infamous Desperate Dan Cow Pie
and the popular lunchtime
Cheesy Chilli Chips.
Brett Laniosh presents Nick Boughton and
Jon Hunt with their award

produce Three Shires Bitter
4.0%, Windy Miller 4.1%,
Grain Storm 4.2%, a number
of seasonal beers and the
award winning True Grit at
5.0% all with their unique
hoppy taste and colour.
(See page 12 for more details of the presentation).

Every week there is a new guest
beer but be quick before it runs
out! Also available is a selection
of twenty Broadlands
Traditional and Country Fruit
Wines including the popular
Cherry Wine and Black Beer
and Raisin.
~

Sunday Night Quiz;
Lunch Time Menu (12 – 2pm)
~

CAMRA campaign

Make May
Mild

Steve and Lesley
welcome you to the
Robin Hood
Open for food and real ales

Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep,
plus Addelestones Cider
Large grounds and children’s play area

Drayton Road, Drayton,
Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BW
01562 730255
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MAY has once again been
designated Mild Month by
CAMRA. This annual event is a
celebration of mild, a beer
style applauded by those in
the know but increasingly difficult to find at the bar.
CAMRA’s 197 branches nationwide will be taking part in
Mild Month and running
events to promote Mild in
May. The number of breweries
rediscovering the delights of
mild is on the increase, but
unfortunately it is still not
widely available in pubs. More
consumers are showing that
there is a demand for this flavoursome dark beer at the bar,
so ask for it in your local!

Ali Fitton comments on a presentation trip

Weekend away in Manchester
The reason for the trip to Manchester was to present Millstone Brewery with the ‘Beer
of the Bromsgrove Beer Festival 2006’, but it gave the opportunity to sample a number
of pubs in the surrounding
area.
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE
After arriving at around 12
noon on Friday lunchtime, we
settled into our rooms and
then went out to try to find a
decent local pub within a few
hundred yards of our hotel in
Ashton-under-Lyne. First stop
was the Witchwood, a cracking town pub with six hand
pumps, local bands and a cask
club on Thursdays where selected beer is a pound a pint!
There was well-kept Copper
Dragon Golden Pippin (3.9%)
left over from the night before,
so we made good use of the
price.
After an hour or so we
moved on up the road to have
a swift half of Sam Smiths
OBB (£1.25 per pint) in the
Foresters Call and then
moved on to the Station,
where there was a selection of
Holts beers in a very traditional style pub (still only £1.40
per pint).
CHEAP TRAVEL
When it got dark we set off to
the railway station to catch a
train to Stalybridge - just a
pound return. The Station
Buffet Bar was the pub on the
platform at Stalybridge which
had a long bar inside, with
around 10 hand pumps serving guest ales from local micros and elsewhere. We

stayed for supper here too,
which was a selection of
hearty meals like toad in the
hole, faggots and peas, liver
and onions etc, including the
speciality “Black Peas”.
After a couple of hours,
around 9.30pm, we set off
back to Ashton for the survivors to have a mini crawl starting at the Caledonia for a
quick stop, then back to the
Station to have another Holts.
A group of us then finished the
night back up at the Witchwood where we stopped till
around midnight.
MILLSTONE IN MOSSLEY
The next morning, after a
good breakfast, we walked to
Ashton station, to get the train
to Mossley. The brewery was
up a long hill the other side of
the town but when we got
there a good supply of free
beer, both Tiger Rut (4.0%)
and Grainstorm (4.2%)
awaited us, along with superb
pork pies that were fresh from
the bakery and quality cheeses
that were all made locally.
Following the presentation
of Bromsgrove’s Beer of the
Festival award, and a quick
tour of the brewery we set off
back down the hill to the Britannia in Mossley which was
full of soccer fans watching
the local derby taking place
down the road. (For those interested, Manchester United
won).
MANCHESTER HERITAGE
We then set off back to the
station to get a train into Manchester Victoria to do a pub
crawl of Manchester Centre’s
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GBG and Heritage pubs.
The first pub we started at
was the Hare and Hounds, a
Holts pub, where there was a
coffin table of around 6 foot,
then on to Marble Arch which
has its own brewery behind
the pub. Next came the Bar
Fringe, and after that the Castle, a very traditional small pub
but had at least nine hand
pumps. The Unicorn, a Robinsons house, was round the
corner, following which some
of us did our own thing, still
managing to carry on to visit
Mr. Thomas’s, which was very
full even at 6pm on a Saturday
evening.
Other pubs we managed to
try before we tired were The
Britons Protection (Jennings
Cumberland Ale), an excellent
example of a heritage pub,
and the Peveril of the Peak
(where we found Copper
Dragon Golden Pippin again),
which had an unspoilt interior
and exterior. One of the last
pubs was the Rain Bar which
had a newly refurbished interior to cater for younger people but still had a good selection of beers, including Lees
Moonraker (7.5%).
Leaving the Rain Bar we
took a taxi back to the station
around 10pm to get a train to
Ashton and squeeze a quick
half in the Witchwood before
turning in for the night.
All in all for the 14 members of
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA who went to Manchester, it was voted a tremendous success.

Local CAMRA members help out

CAMRA at the BBC Good Food Show
There was a strong CAMRA
presence at the BBC Good
Food Show at the NEC last
November, where more than
130,000 people visit each year.
This was the fourth occasion
that CAMRA had chosen to
exhibit at the event and it was
by far the most successful.
NEW RECRUITS
A number of Worcestershire
CAMRA members volunteered
to help out in a variety of
ways. In particular, our very
own award winning Doug
Robinson played a key part in
helping to enrol 266 new
members to the campaign.
Others helped out by running
the merchandise stand where
plenty of beer and cider re-

lated Christmas shopping was
taking place.
BEER TASTINGS
Nineteen tutored beer tastings were held at regular intervals which were appreciated
by seasoned beer drinkers and
novices to real ale alike. Despite having to pay extra to
take part, every one of the
tastings was a sell out.
Also not to be missed was
the Great British Beer Experience where beers from Hook
Norton, Cains, Everards and
Wells breweries amongst others were available for all to
sample. Numerous visitors
were spotted coming back for
seconds (and thirds in some
cases) such was the popularity

of this part of the show.
CAMRA Marketing Manager
Georgie Rudman said “It was
extremely exciting to have the
opportunity to bring real ale to
consumers who may not have
tried it before. Good food and
good beer go perfectly together, so it makes sense that
they should be showcased
under one roof.”
DAY OF SAMPLING
All of the CAMRA volunteers
who took part got the chance
to look around the show, meet
a few celebrity chefs and sample a wide variety of food and
drink as well as having fun
while they worked. What a
great way to spend your spare
time!

WAGGON & HORSES
21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN
0121 550 4989

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE
CAMRA
WEST MIDLANDS REGION
PUB OF THE YEAR 2006
14 REAL ALES
CHANGING EVERY DAY
2 BELGIAN BEERS
Open:
Mon - Sat 12-11,
Sun 12-10.30
EVERY DAY is a BEER
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON
THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the REAL

ALES
into
HALESOWEN
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Colin Scrivener reviews the festive season

A Merry Christmas Time
Redditch and Bromsgrove
members had every opportunity to have an enjoyable time
over the Christmas period. So
many people had expressed
an interest in the social outing
to Halesowen on Saturday the
23rd that Doug (our renowned
Membership Secretary)
booked Tony's mini bus so we
had no worries about transport.
FIRST STOP
Our first venue was the
Waggon & Horses, a very
popular town drinkers' pub.
Once we had been served with
our first choices from the extensive and ever changing
beer list we settled down in
the end seating area where we
were joined by more of our
members and some friends
from Dudley CAMRA.
The conversation soon
flowed as easily as the ale
while the merits of the various
brews were discussed. Making
the choice for the next sample
was quite challenging. After a
while an excellent pre-booked
buffet of tasty food was
served, I thought the game pie
was particularly good. Time
passed rapidly and well before
we had tried all the ales on the
list it was time to move on.
FRESH AIR
A short walk, that gave us a
welcome breath of fresh air,
took most of the party to the
Hawne Tavern. This is more of
a family pub than the Waggon
and we took over the back
area of the bar. The beer range
may not be as large but the
quality is superb. Some of us

even scored two 5's for the
White Lion (Red Lion Brewery)
and the Centennial (Pictish
Brewery).
All too soon Tony arrived to
whisk us back to Bromsgrove.
It was no surprise that he
stopped at the Hop Pole and
we sampled the stock. After
the bus had left with the Redditch contingent a diminishing
number of us walked down to
the Red Lion for a parting
drink. For me a Chinese takeaway and a snooze in the armchair rounded off a very enjoyable day.
OFF AGAIN!
On Saturday the 30th the West
Midlands Region Social and
presentations for the best
beers of the year were to take
place at the Barton’s Arms at
Newtown. Several of us from
Bromsgrove took the bus to
Birmingham and then boarded
one of the frequent buses to
Newtown.
Having got our first pints we
climbed the magnificent staircase and found a table in the
large function room, which
was rapidly filling with members from all around the region, and were soon joined by
others from our branch.
Shortly after midday Nik Antona (Regional Director – West
Midlands) welcomed us all
and the ceremony began. The
many categories each had
third, second and first place
winners so that the proceedings were quite lengthy. Overall winner was the Beowulf
brewery from Brownhills for
their Finn's Hall Porter.
Unfortunately by the time
14

we wanted a sample the cask
had been finished. Fortunately
there were other excellent
beers on offer, I think the Oakham Bishops Farewell was my
favourite. Once the formal
proceedings were over it was
time to join the queue for the
superb buffet that included a
range of Thai food. I think everyone enjoyed the food and
the ticket for a complimentary
pint of beer. Our thanks must
be given to Mick and Sally
Cashman and the staff of the
Barton’s Arms for such generosity.
The afternoon was drawing
on and the rain falling by the
time we left. Fortunately we
did not have long to wait for
the bus back to Birmingham. It
was decided that a refreshment stop was needed so a
bee line was made for the
Wellington. It was very busy
inside but we managed to get
some seats as a party left. After several samples selected
from the electronic beer list
we headed for our transport
home.
A very successful social
outing.

CHAMPION BEERS OF THE
WEST MIDLANDS 2006
Gold
Beowulf - Finns Hall Porter
Silver
Wye Valley - HPA
Bronze
Spinning Dog - Mutleys
Revenge

A plea to beer festival lovers from CAMRA Worcestershire Area Organiser Brett Laniosh

It could be you!
There is a good chance that as
a reader of Pint Taken, you
enjoy visiting the odd beer
festival or two. Worcestershire
drinkers have a good selection
of CAMRA run beer festivals
they can visit. In the summer
months, Worcester Beer Festival (August) is the biggest festival of the lot but there is also
Bromsgrove the month before.
Redditch festival in January
offers refreshment during the
winter season. Neighbouring
CAMRA branches offer salvation during spring months with
Stourbridge and now Stratford
upon Avon (see page 19).
Even Kidderminster sub–
branch members are getting
itchy feet and who knows
perhaps we'll see a festival in
that part of the county in the
not too distant future.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Of course being CAMRA beer
festivals, these events are all
run by unpaid volunteers giving up their own time so that
you can enjoy an unprecedented range of beers, ciders
and perries that you won't find
in your local. There is a saying
that "volunteers are not unpaid
because they are worthless,
but because they are priceless" and it is true. Each year a
few hundred CAMRA members from in and around the
county give up their time to
work at local festivals and
without them there would of
course be no festival.
This plea is not just asking
for you to give up your time to
work at your local CAMRA
beer festival, even though that

is much appreciated. Rather, I
am asking you to think about
helping run the event. Many
CAMRA branches are finding
the same people volunteering
each year to help organise
their local festival. Very often
these are the same people
who are running the committees of these same
CAMRA branches.

vide training.
So if you enjoy CAMRA beer
festivals, ensure they continue
by contacting your local
CAMRA branch (see page 21)
and offering to get involved in
the running of their event in
2007.

OPPORTUNITIES
So my call is for you
to given these hardworking folk a break.
Why not stand for
your local CAMRA
beer festival committee? There are lots of
positions you can
volunteer for:
Organiser: The big one suitable for anyone who can sort
out people and resources.
Beer / Cider / Bar manager:
Lots of jobs here from ordering and looking after the beer
to setting up the cooling
equipment.
Treasurer: A great job if your
numeracy skills are up to it.
Stewarding: Perhaps you are
good at dealing with people?
Of course there are other
vital positions that need to be
filled including staffing officer,
health and safety, programme
editor, membership stand,
logistics and site manager and
there are plenty of other vacancies going too.
SKILLS
Whatever your skills are, you
can be sure that CAMRA can
make use of them and in some
case may even be able to pro15

The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £2.99
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach
plus guest ales
A traditional pub that offers a friendly
atmosphere and staff who are always
pleased to see you.
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the
charm that comes with a building that
is over 300 years old.

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155

Quick Halves
• The Olde Horseshoe in
Belbroughton is now under
new management. They are
still doing ales, food and
accommodation. The new
tenants are keen to keep the
'country pub' feel but are
swapping the restaurant and
bar over to give them a little
more room for food seating.
• The Shakespeare Inn,
Studley, has now reopened
and is being run by Suzanne
and Tracy Reece. With three
real ales on from Marston’s,
Banks’s and Jennings.
• The Horse & Groom at Ryall
(Just off the A38 behind the
BlueBell in Ryall) is closed and
has a For Sale sign hanging on
it.

Midsummer Black Tie Ball and
possibly a beer festival. Recent
ales available were Fuller’s
London Pride, Marston’s
Pedigree, Enville Ale and
Theakston’s XB. The pub is
closed on Mondays.
Two pubs in the north of the
county will be holding beer
festivals in April. The Coach &
Horses, Weatheroak beer
festival will feature 18-20 beers
to complement the existing
range of ales on offer. The
event runs from 20 - 22 April .
The Gate Hangs Well (see
page 1) in Woodgate is
planning on holding a beer
festival over the Easter (6-8
April) Bank Holiday.

• The Red Lion, Bromsgrove is
being refurbished and should
be reopening on Friday 9th
March.
• The Swan in Birlingham are
having their May Beer Festival
on the 12th and 13th of May
this year. 20+ beers and
ciders will be available from a
marquee in the garden while
three real ales and Thatchers
cider continue to be available
in the pub as usual.
• Betty and Dave licensees of
The Dolphin in Main Street,
Bishampton are about to
celebrate their first year in the
pub. Current plans are to
install a patio and use the
paddock for functions in a
marquee. Consideration is
being given to holding a
16

Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,
Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305
Home of Uphampton ales
from the
Cannon Royall Brewery
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE &
AWARD WINNER

Letters
Dear Pint Taken,
It is with great interest that I
read your article on community and pubs in your winter
publication, as exactly what
you describe has just happened in my village of Kinnersley,Severn Stoke, Worcestershire, to our community pub.
An outsider has moved in with
great ideas of an upmarket
exclusive restaurant. He has
banned smoking, banned children after 8pm, gave the darts
team 12 hrs notice to find
somewhere else to play, told
the shoot to relocate as they
were not his type of customer
and refused to open for the
Leadon hunt (Bassett Hounds)
which is an annual Christmas
event enjoyed by the whole
village young and old. This
incredible amount of damage
to village life took him 2
weeks.
We seem powerless to stop
him except to vote with our
feet this means taxi's and the
like and I really think it spells
disaster for us all if allowed to
continue I await your comments.
Tony Williams
Kinnersley
If everyone adopts your stance
Tony perhaps the licensee will
understand when his takings
drop off. Has anyone from
your local community spoken
to him about his plans and the
effect on the community?
Ed

Recent presentation by Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA

Pub of the Winter
Season
On Sunday 18th February Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA
members gathered at
the Gate Hangs Well
in Headless Cross Redditch to present Mark
“Harry” Callaghan,
and his wife Karen,
with the Pub of the Winter
Season award.
This pub had come to the notice of local CAMRA members
as one where five real
ales were on offer along with
an ever changing guest ale
selection. Sharp's
Doom Bar was the guest ale
on the day of the presentation.
So enthusiastic are the licen-

sees about their guest ales
that they state “If you're the
unfortunate person on whom
the guest barrel runs dry - then
we'll give you a pint of one of
our other regular cask ales free of charge!”
Regular ales on offer are
Ansells Bitter, Tetley Bitter,
Hook Norton Old Hooky and
Greene King Abbot Ale.

The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

This That T’other blond
3.7% ABV

Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale
with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt
balanced
by hops. A
beer for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases
delicate
Goldings
fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich,
smooth
character
that is in a
class of its
own.

plus seasonal brews and a range of bottle conditioned beers also available

Seasonal Beer:
Spring’s First 4.7% ABV
Mild for May
Teme Valley Market Mar 11th, Apr 8th, May 13th
First Midland Red route 420
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Alan Grainger comments on bars to visit in Belgium

Four Days in Bruges
Much has been written about
Bruges and its many fantastic
bars but it never hurts to have
an update! My partner and I
recently spent four days in this
marvellous town and I was
able to sample some pubs for
the first time although I have
been an infrequent visitor
since the 1970s. I have not
covered the many bottled
beers which I sampled but
here are some of the best (in
my opinion) establishments all of which have at least 20 to
30 beers on offer so choose
your own!
HIDDEN SECRETS
The most eye-opening was the
Staminee De Garre which is
situated just off the main Markt
square and which I must have
passed hundreds of times in
previous trips without noticing
as it is tucked away down a
tiny alley called De Garre. The
bar is small and old but exquisite and the house beer is an
8% Trippel which is superb.
Don't get too fond, however,
as they will only sell you three
in any one session - responsible drinking rules!
Not far away is the rather
more upmarket Cambrinus on
Phillipstockstraat which is a
large, tastefully decorated pub.
It serves Cambrinus on
draught as the house beer and
has an extensive selection of
bottled beers as well as good,
reasonably priced, food.
We tried the De Kuppe on
Kuiperstraat but found it too
smoky so moved on to the
Kellar Pub de Zolder on Vlamingstraat - an excellent move!
This (as the name suggests) is

based in a large cellar and is a
busy pub full of atmosphere
with a good beer menu and
low cost food. The piped music was (for me) a bonus as
Neil Young complements any
drinking session in my book!
On the other side of town
we paid a lunch time call into
the Halve Maan (Half Moon)
brewery on Walplein which
has recently changed its house
brewed beer from Straffe
Hendrick to the (it has to be
said similar) Brugse Zot. This
comes in light and dark versions as well as a Dubbel
which is VERY tasty. The
brewery runs regular tours
and has a good lunch menu
featuring local dishes.

THE OLDSWINFORD

Hagley Road, Oldswinford,
Stourbridge Tel: 01384 376637
Monday - Wednesday 11am 11pm, Thursday 11am - 12mn
Friday & Saturday 11am - 1am,
Sunday 12noon - 11pm
The Oldswinford is a pub where
you can unwind with a drink or
enjoy a meal in a relaxed
setting. With a wide range of
events and live music staged
throughout the year, this pub
attracts and appeals to all age
groups. Real ales from Hardys
and Hansons. Everyone who visits
us will receive a warm welcome
and can sample some superior
beers, real ales and meals.

WORLD FAMOUS
No visit to Bruges could be
complete, however, without
calling into the world famous
Brugse Beertje on Kemelstraat. The name has nothing
to do with beer (it means 'Little
Bear') but the place is a Belgian beer drinker's paradise.
The owner, Daisy, has an encyclopaedic knowledge of
beers and breweries and she
will help guide you through
the 350 or so which they have
on their menu. I could spend
DAYS in this place given the
chance and can't wait to get
back for more.
All in all, a memorable trip
and, if you are planning a Belgian excursion,
try and put
Bruges
near the
top!
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The Manor Arms
at Abberley
Right on the Worcestershire Way
CAMRA Member Offer
25% Off Mon-Thu Night
Accommodation
A traditional country village inn
with ingle nook fireplace & individually furnished accommodation. Restaurant and bars serving
quality home-cooked food.
Friday fish night, Mon curry night
Ales include - Hooky Bitter,
London Pride, Wye Valley HPA,
Flowers IPA,
Timothy Taylors Landlord

Large patio and garden 10 ensuite
letting rooms available.
Netherton Lane,
Abberley Village, Worcs.
WR6 6BD
TEL. 01299 896507
www.themanorarms.co.uk

Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
TUCKER'S GRAVE
FAULKLAND, SOMERSET
Listed in CAMRA's inventory
of unspoilt pubs, this pub is
well off the beaten track, hidden away on the A366 between the villages of Norton
St. Philip and Faulkland. There
are three wonderful rooms
and a pleasant garden to the
rear. There is no bar;
instead well-kept
Draught Bass,
Butcombe Bitter and
Cheddar Valley cider
are served from a
stillage set in the bay
window. Sandwiches
are available at lunchtimes. The pub also
features a skittle alley

and a large beer garden.
The pub is named after Edward Tucker, a 17th-century
suicide whose body was buried in un-consecrated ground
at the cross-roads where the
pub lies. The story was immortalised by the Stranglers in
the song of the same name on
their album Norfolk Coast.
The pub can be found at
Faulkland, Radstock, Bath,
Avon, BA3 5XF telephone:
01373 834230

VENUE

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Permanent real ales include
Malvern Hills & Theakstons
Best Bitter plus an ever
changing guest ale

ALSO
Traditional Thatcher’s
Dry cider
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials

TALBOT INN

New Beer Festival

The festival will take place in
the well-appointed Paddock
Suite of Stratford racecourse,
which also offers ample outdoor space for drinkers under
cover. The racecourse has

Chaddesley Corbett

Over 250 guest beers
over the last 3 years!

Shakespeare CAMRA branch ready to go

Plans are now well advanced
for Shakespeare CAMRA’s first
Beer Festival to take place in
Stratford-upon Avon. From
Friday 18th to Sunday 20th
May, beer lovers will be able
to sample over thirty different
draught beers from all over
Britain, as well as a selection
of bottled real ales, traditional
ciders and perries. For those
who have to drive, a selection
of soft drinks will be available.

The Fox Inn

plenty of parking and also offers camping and caravan facilities. An hourly bus service
from Stratford to Evesham
passes the end of the road,
and the railway station is only
15 minute's walk. If coming by
road it is easy to find with
signs on all major routes to
Stratford.
Opening times are 6pm on
Friday, all day from 12 noon
on Saturday, and from 12
noon to 3pm on Sunday. Hot
and cold food will be provided
by the racecourse’s own
skilled catering staff.
WEB SITE
For more details visit www.
stratfordbeerfestival.org.uk.
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Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available
• Smoking and non-smoking
rooms
• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week

And Finally...
Beer Goggles
We’ve all heard the expression
“have you got your beer goggles on?” A pair of artists,
one British and one American, have been collaborating
on a number of projects. One
of these is Beer Goggles!
Made by reusing empty beer
bottles, these goggles are a
playful take on eyewear. Pick
out your favourite beer, then
drink it and send the empty
bottle to Burtonwood and
Holmes who take care of the
rest! They construct the Beer
Goggles and can fit any prescription or tint of lenses into
the frames. You will certainly
stand out when you wear
them out to your local pub.

For those keen to find out
more check out
www.burtonwoodandholmes.
com/urbanspectacles.

wrapped in cling film.
Local pubs have rallied
round and become involved.
Tim Newey, who runs the
Olde Swan said he was
shocked to hear that popular
cobs had fallen foul of the
food rules. He has been joined
by Melvyn Wood of the Vine
in Brierley Hill.
Will this be the end of the
humble cheese cob?
It takes all sorts to
campaign for real ale…

Nanny State?
The Food Police have been
out in force in Netherton, and
outlawed the selling of cheese
cobs in the Beacon Hotel,
Sedgley as they are not served
from a refrigerator, but

Employ Licensed Trade
Accountants – The Specialists
to do your Accounts.

We’ve got over 20 years
experience in your type of
business.
Monthly bookkeeping
final accounts
payroll bureau
Stocktaking
vat returns
taxation
Business plans
raising finance
Legal services
health & safety

ring paul evans on
01299 406025
for a quotation &
details of a free holiday

Licensed Trade
Accountants Limited
Bridge House, Riverside North,
Bewdley, DY12 1A
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Don't just think about it...

Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (07818 401046)
Thu 22 Mar

Social event - Crawl around Stourport, starting at the Bird in Hand

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (01527 870522)
Tue 13 Mar
Sat 31 Mar
Tue 10 Apr
Tue 8 May
Sat 12 May
Sat 20 May

Branch Meeting - The Ladybird, Bromsgrove (Redditch Beer
Festival Wash up)
Trip to Wychwood Brewery - ring for details
Branch Meeting - Crown & Sandys, Ombersley (Pint Taken)
Branch Meeting & AGM - Boat & Railway, Stoke Works
Trip to Stourbridge Beer Festival - ring for details
Trip to Stratford Beer Festival - ring for details

Worcester branch (01684 573018)
Tue 13 Mar
Sat 17 Mar
Tue 10 Apr
Sat 28 Apr
Sat 5 May
Tue 15 May

Branch Meeting - Talbot, Knightwick
Curry & crawl in Malvern - meet at Red Lion
Branch Meeting - Brewers Arms, West Malvern
Rural Pub Walk - Ring for details
Social event - Nag’s Head Malvern 7:30 pm
Branch Meeting & AGM - Dragon, Worcester

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726)
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
Walsall Beer Festival
Walsall Town Hall, Walsall
March 29th - 31st
Coventry Beer Festival
Coventry Rugby Club
April 13th - 14th
Stourbridge Beer Festival
Stourbridge Town Hall, Stourbridge
May 10th - 12th
Stratford upon Avon Beer Festival
Stratford Racecourse, Stratford upon Avon
May 18th - 20th
For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
Items for publication should be sent by April 30th 2007
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Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around
the county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send four stamped
addressed envelopes to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane, Cookhill,
Alcester, B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from the above
address or from
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Hereford & Worcester
Trading standards:
28-30 Foregate Street,
Worcester, WR1 1DS
Tel: 01905 765373
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201
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THE BOAT &RAILWAY
Best Traditional Canalside Pub in the area

Shaw Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove
♦ Open all day – everyday!!
♦ No smoking canal-side carvery and restaurant
♦ Traditional pub lounge
♦ Canalside terrace (rain or shine)
♦ Banks’s Original, Bitter; Marstons Pedigree plus
weekly changing guest beers

For bookings or more
information call
Rachel or Tony on
01527 831065
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