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Winner of County award announced

Worcestershire Pub of the Year 2008
Locals and visitors from
across the county met at the
Weighbridge, Alvechurch to
share in the celebrations as
the canalside pub was presented with the CAMRA
(Campaign for Real Ale) award
for Worcestershire County
Pub of the Year.
CONGRATULATIONS
Charles Ayres (Area Organ-

John and Jayne Humphreys celebrate following
the presentation of their latest award
iser) congratulated John and
Jayne Humphreys for the
award and for being judged as
Worcestershire CAMRA's premier pub.
The presentation took place
at the same time as the
Plough, Stretton on Fosse,
received the award for the
Warwickshire Pub of the Year.
NEXT ROUND
In the next round of judging
the Weighbridge will be up
against pubs from Staffordshire, Herefordshire, Warwickshire and the West Midlands
for the title of CAMRA West
Midlands Region Pub of the
Year.
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CAMRA's biggest event of the year

Great British Beer Festival News
This year's Great British Beer
Festival saw 59,000 visitors
attend the five day festival to
sample over 750 beers from
around the world including
more than 450 British real
ales.
BEER TAX PROTEST

Before the festival opened a
mock protest for the Beer Tax
Campaign took place outside
Earls Court featuring a crowd
of Alistair Darling look-a-likes
with campaigning placards.
The aim of the protest was
to point out that at the rate the
Government is now taxing
beer many pubs are going out
of business and the spectre of
the £5 pint could be with us
by the time the 2012 Olympic
Games commence.
CHAMPION BEER OF
BRITAIN
This year's winner of the
Champion Beer of Britain
award was Alton’s Pride
brewed by Triple fff Brewery
in Hampshire. Alton’s Pride,
which has an ABV of 3.8%, is
described in the 2008 edition
of CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
as, “clean-tasting, golden
brown beer, full-bodied for its
strength with an aroma of

floral hops. An initial malty
flavour fades as citrus notes
and hoppiness take over, leading to a hoppy, bitter finish.”
The Hampshire brewed
beer was chosen as the overall winner from over sixty
finalists in seven categories
(Best Bitters, Bitters, Golden
Ales, Milds, Speciality, Winter Beer and Strong Bitters)
including beers from tiny
micros to major regional
brewers.
Graham Trott, Head
Brewer of Triple fff Brewery
said, “We are over the
moon and delighted to put
Alton as a brewery back on
the map. I would like to
thank everyone who is connected with the brewery and
we look forward to more people enjoying our winning
beer.”
The Silver award went to
Black Dog Freddy from Beckstones in Cumbria, with the
Bronze award to CAMRA’s
current National Winter Beer
of Britain winner Station Porter from the Wickwar Brewery
in Gloucestershire.
Herefordshire brewer Wye
Valley collected the Gold
award for their Bottle Conditioned Dorothy Goodbody’s
Wholesome Stout, and a firm
festival favourite, Jaipur IPA
from the Thornbridge Brewery
in Derbyshire won Gold in the
Strong Bitter Category.
SOME FESTIVAL FACTS
During the period of this year's
GBBF over 1000 CAMRA volunteers helped to serve beer,
provide help as stewards,
setup and dismantle all the
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equipment, and many more
jobs just to ensure visitors
were able to experience real
ale at its very best. There were
so many helpers that they
even had their own bar, the
Volunteer Arms, staffed by
more volunteers just to make
sure they got a drink!

Triple fff brewery's head brewer Graham
Trott (L) and assistant brewer Steve Hall

The licensee’s view from

The other side of the Bar
This quarter Claire Willetts
from the Nags Head, Malvern
is interviewed.
Your name: Clare Willetts
Your pub and location: The
Nags Head, Malvern.
What makes for a successful
real ale pub? Giving customers a fantastic choice of real
ales. Last year we had 1000
different ales. We do our very
best to source any requests
from our customers and always try to have a good selection of different ales and a
range of ABV’s. Having an
enthusiastic team of staff who
enjoy learning about new ales
and helping customers with
their choice.
CAMRA - Help or hindrance?
Our local CAMRA members

support and drink in our pub
regularly.
Most memorable event last
year: Our St George’s Beer
festival. We staged a medieval
event with 50 guest ales over
four days; with medieval jugglers, roaming minstrels, falconry, a treasure hunt and
much more. We had great
support from all our staff and
customers, it was a fantastic
few days.

Biggest challenges facing
pubs this year? The main
concern is supermarkets constantly reducing the selling
price of alcohol and the increases pubs are having to
make due to the budget taxes.
This is slowly killing off the
pub trade as people opt to
drink at home.
Single wish for the future:
Pubs to go back to how they
were ten years ago when they
were the centre of the community.
Favourite tipple: St George’s
Dragon’s Blood or a cool G &
T on a sunny day.
Most enjoyable thing to do
when away from the pub: To
enjoy nice walks with my family and the pet dog.

• Traditional British Food
• Real Ales - Wye Valley HPA,
Wells Bombardier & guests
• Caribbean Specialities
• International Cuisine
• Walkers & Coach
Parties Welcome
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Local
News
TWO AWARDS FOR
LOCAL BREWERY
Bromsgrove CAMRA Beer
Festival was the location for
the judging of West Midlands
CAMRA Best Bitter of 2008
and much to the delight of
Wye Valley Brewery, Butty
Bach, its 4.5% premium ale
and one of their most popular
beers, was crowned West
Midlands CAMRA Best Bitter
of 2008. The award will be
presented to the brewery in
December.
This was followed by the
top award for one of its bottled beers at Britain’s biggest
beer event, the CAMRA Great
British Beer Festival 2008 at
Earls Court, London. Wye
Valley Brewery’s popular real
ale in a bottle Dorothy Goodbody’s Wholesome Stout was
crowned CAMRA Champion
Bottle-Conditioned Beer of
Britain 2008. The award is one
of many for Dorothy Goodbody’s Wholesome Stout, but
is the most significant so far,
going one better than when it
won Silver in the same competition last year.
These
awards join
over 50 won
by Wye Valley
Brewery in the
last 23 years.
Vernon Amor,
managing
director said,
"For us to gain

so many awards over the
years is a testament to the
dedication of the team here at
Wye Valley Brewery, who
achieve what every brewer
dreams of: to brew consistently great beer time after
time. We are really proud of
these achievements."
ALMA - LOST FOREVER
The Alma, Worcester is no
more. Despite a strong campaign by members of Worcester CAMRA to save it, the pub
has been demolished to make
way for a new development.

WEST MIDLANDS PUB
OF THE YEAR
In a very closely fought competition this year's winner of
the West Midlands Pub of the
Year title is the Beacon Hotel,
Sedgley, West Midlands. The
pub is also home to the Sarah
Hughes Brewery and its renowned Dark Ruby Mild.
It was judged to be the winner against competition from
the Chequers, Leominster; the
Plough, Stretton on Fosse; the
Weighbridge, Alvechurch and
the Swan Inn, Bignall End
Staffordshire.

THE TALBOT
KNIGHTWICK
WORCESTERSHIRE
WR6 5PH
Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
Email: info@the-talbot.co.uk

The Talbot @ Knightwick
Worcester CAMRA Pub of The Year 2007

& Home of The Teme Valley Brewery
Presents for the evening of
Friday 10th October and for
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th October while stocks last

The Green Hop Beer Festival
12 Hand Pulled 2008 Green Hop Beers

from The Teme Valley Brewery
and 12 other 2008 Green Hop Beers from Guest Breweries.
Supported by a hearty menu of Traditional Pub Food
Teme Valley Market 11.00 am—1 pm Sunday 12th October
For more information visit www.the-talbot.co.uk
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New CAMRA publication

Beer a Day
A Beer a Day is a
beer book with a
difference: 366
great beers from all
over the world are featured one for every day of the year.
No ordinary collection of
‘must taste' beers, A Beer a
Day looks to unearth the links
between beer and the world
we live in - our history, traditions, customs and culture.
BEER FOR EVERY STORY
Beer production has always
been linked to the seasons,
with harvest time and religious festivals often inspiring
special commemorative
beers, while modern brewers
produce seasonal ales for
such occasions as Valentine's
Day and Halloween. Beers are
also named in honour of the
great and the good from history - patron saints, kings and
queens; in fact anyone from
Robert the Bruce, Dr Johnson
and Nostradamus to Richard
the Lionheart, Thomas Telford
and Mata Hari.
A Beer a Day has a beer for
every story and a story for
every beer. Available now to
order from shop.camra.org.uk
We wish to apologise for the
inaccuracy within an item in
Quick Halves regarding the
Boat & Railway, Stoke Prior in
the Summer edition of Pint
Taken. The information regarding the sale of the premises was incorrect and we
would like to apologise for
any inconvenience or distress
caused to Rachael, Tony and
the employees of the Boat &
Railway.

25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch
Phone 0121 445 4411
Open: Friday & Saturday 5.30pm - 8.30 pm
Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints
Containers available.
Draught cider from Biddenden
A selection of bottled Gluten Free Beer from
Greens www.glutenfreebeers.co.uk
A great range of bottled British beers
Selection of wines & spirits
e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk
North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence
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News on local Real Ale events

Pub Festivals and Events
RED LION,
BROMSGROVE
The Red Lion, Bromsgrove
will be holding a beer festival
from 2nd - 6th September and
will feature six beers from
Hanby Ales.
BELBROUGHTON
Belbroughton Primary School
are holding a Beer Festival on
6th September. For more
details contact Rich Bartram
on 07715 120247.
BREWER'S ARMS,
WEST MALVERN
The Brewer's Arms is holding
two beer festivals. The first is
the Malvern Hills Brewery
festival (19th - 21st September) featuring ten beers including lager and green hop

beers. The second (10th - 12th
October) features up to 28
beers. For more details call
01684 568147.

The
Talbot
Newlands (road),
Pershore
...plus one other
guest ale
always
available.

BLACKWELL CLUB,
LINTHURST NEWTON
Blackwell Club will be holding
a beer festival from 12th - 14th
September. There will be 12
beers and ciders.

Homemade food served
lunchtimes,
Tuesday to Saturday,
and Wednesday evening

TALBOT,
KNIGHTWICK

Sunday Roast 2 - 4 pm

The Green Hop Beer festival
will be held at the Talbot,
Knightwick on 10th - 12th
October. See advert on p5.
ASTWOOD BANK
CARNIVAL
Astwood Bank Carnival Ale
and Cider festival will be held
on 10th & 11th October.

Open fires and a friendly
atmosphere—just look out for
the resident mimicking ghost!
Mon - Thurs 12 —3, 5 —11;
Fri - Sun 12—11

01386 553575
WR10 1BW
the-talbot@tiscali.co.uk

HEADLESS CROSS,
REDDITCH
01527 550448

Up to three guest
beers including
Hobsons
Town Crier

The Great Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the Theatre and
therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals.
The service and style of food has an emphasis on
value for money and a relaxing style of eating.
Where possible we use local produce, this includes items such as the
award winning sausages from Malvern Country Meals, and all the fruit &
vegetables come from Birmingham market each morning.
We also enjoy serving local and interesting beverages. Our entries in the
Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a credit to the local beers & ciders of the
area. We are open to the public for breakfast, lunch and evening meals
from Monday - Saturday.
Phone 01684 563411 for reservations.
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Find the perfect pub easily

Sat-Savvy

TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

CAMRA has announced the
launch of a Good Beer Guide
Points of Interest (POI) file for
satellite navigation systems.
NO EXCUSE
The ‘GBG2008' POI file allows
users of TomTom satellite
navigation systems to see the
locations of all the 4,500-plus
Good Beer Guide 2008 pubs
up and down the country and
plan routes to them. So, now,
wherever you are, there is no
excuse for not finding your
nearest Good Beer Guide pub!
The file is simple to install and
use and full instructions are
provided.
JUST £5
Priced at just £5, it is the perfect tool for any serious pub

explorer. No more wasting
time thumbing through road
atlases or getting lost down
country lanes. Navigate your
way easily, every time, and
make the most of Britain's best
pubs. For more details go to
http://shop.camra.org.uk

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available

GOOD BEER GUIDE 2009
The latest edition of the best
guide to great British real ale
pubs , the Good Beer Guide,
will be launched in early September. More details on the
launch and other CAMRA
publications can be found at
http://shop.camra.org.uk

• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week
• Reservations accepted for
upstairs restaurant

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.
We specialise in using real ales and ciders.
www.alewrightnow.co.uk
Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk
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Tel 07968 381890

Alan Grainger reveals what's on offer in this riverside town

CAMRA survey of Upton upon Severn
The Worcester branch has two
main population centres,
namely Worcester City and
the Malvern Hills towns but,
lying between them, is the
lovely little town of Upton
upon Severn which sometimes gets overlooked. This is
a pity because it is a great
spot which has a lot to offer
the ale drinker and music fan
alike. Music fans will be drawn
to the blues and jazz festivals
whilst the town’s pubs offer
the ale fan a year round mini
festival of their own.
RECOVERING
As its name suggests, Upton
lies on the banks of the river
and has suffered periodically
from flooding. This was particularly bad last summer and
caused severe problems to
the town, including some of
the pubs. Most have been
able to reopen in record time
and are hoping for a dryer
year to assist with trade. The
Worcester branch held a survey trip to see how the town
was fairing and we were not
disappointed.

John Smiths cask. This is a
fascinating pub with a superb
collection of mugs on the
ceiling. Previously it was one
of the ‘Mad O’Rourke’ pubs
and still sports its
‘Lumphammer’ hand pull.
BRIEF STOPS
Next stop was the Upton Social Club which was very welcoming even though we were
not members. They had the
new Malvern Hills Santler on
hand pump which was very
tasty. This club is a real asset
to the town and we wish it
well.
After a brief call to the Old
Anchor which featured Courage & Bombardier and a rueful
glance at the Star, still closed

GRAND START
We started at the rather grand
White Lion hotel which has a
good selection of ales in the
comfortable bar and welcomes residents and nonresidents alike. There were
four beers on offer with three
from local brewers Worfield,
Goffs and Malvern Hills and all
in good condition.
Moving on to the edge of
town we called at the Little
Muggery which served
Wychwood Hobgoblin and
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from the floods, we stopped at
the Kings Head. This has a
fine interior with spectacular
beams and had an interesting
beer selection of London
Pride, Butcombe bitter and
Everards Sly Fox, a ginger
beer. Last stop in Upton was
the Plough, a Marston’s house
with Banks’s and Jennings on
tap. A final stop a couple of
miles up the road at the Three
Kings at Hanley Castle, ended
a successful survey.
HUGE CHOICE
So, when thinking about going
somewhere different for a
drink, consider Upton which
has a huge choice for such a
small town.

Editoreale
The last few
months have
been very busy
with beer festivals and other
CAMRA activities
- one could make a career out
of it - but I don't think it would
go down well at home!
Bromsgrove and Worcester
Beer Festivals were a success
despite the weather and I
know that both committees
are looking forward to next
year already.
In July I was invited to assist in the selection of a beer
for the autumn Wetherspoon's
festival. Wadworth's of Devizes brewed five different
beers, all with the same 4.0%
ABV, but with different characteristics. We all agreed on the
winner and I will look forward
to seeing the finished article
later in October.

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special Live Music Friday Nights
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356

We are now a year on from
the smoking ban, and as an
ex-smoker I love it. Coming
home after an evening out and
not requiring a shower and
change of clothes is great. The
downside is the amount of
mess left by inconsiderate
smokers who seem incapable
of placing their finished cigarette ends in any type of container, preferring to drop them
where it suits. Most pubs have
gone all out to provide shelters, heat and bins for waste,
so I find it hard to understand
why this happens. No doubt
someone will let me know
before long!
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres, Editor
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Richard Oak's evening walk

Sidbury

Recently Worcester CAMRA
members decided it was time
to look in on some of the pubs
that are not often visited in the
Sidbury area of Worcester.
INTREPID BAND
A small, but select, group of
intrepid beer drinkers gathered at the Diglis Basin Hotel.
We sat outside, enjoying a
very good pint of London
Pride.
On passing the site where
once stood the Alma, we
bowed our heads mourning
the passing of one of the city's
finest. Next stop was the Albion. The decor inside reminds one of a community
boozer. On offer to refresh us
was again London Pride.
Our agenda led us on to the
Barley Mow. We did not receive a warm welcome here,
since the pub was shut and
judging by the amount of mail
on the doormat, it had been
closed for some time, so we
decided to press on to the
King's Head. The front half of
this pub was serving food,
while the back was a more
'trendy' establishment. There
was a choice of beers on offer
- Pedigree, and Old Umpire (a
5.7% beer from Marston's).
A bonus addition to the
original itinerary was the Hand
In Glove. The Sadler's Thin Ice
being served here was super.
Our last stop was the Plough,
where the Trekkers Ale from
Wye Valley was very tasty.
It was a successful evenings
walk, but a stark reminder
how difficult some pubs are
finding it to compete in the
current climate.
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Paul Richards provides diary dates for some autumn activities

Young Members Events
CURRY & CRAWL
THURSDAY 18TH
SEPTEMBER
An opportunity for young
members to get together over
a curry with some beer! Meet
at the Golden Cross,
Bromsgrove (Wetherspoons)
at 8pm. You decide where we
are going to eat by posting
your opinion on the message
board and we'll take a vote on
where we eat!
BLACK COUNTRY CRAWL
SATURDAY 27TH
SEPTEMBER
A great day out as we visit real
ale pubs and microbreweries
across the West Midlands.
Last year's crawl included the

Beacon Hotel (Sarah Hughes
brewery tap pub), the Old
Bull's Head (Black Country
brewery tap pub) & Ma Pardoe's.
This year we intend to head
towards a pub which is running its own beer festival!
There will be a food pub stop
along the way (Wetherspoons)
and the chance to go for a
curry at the end of the night.
Meet at Birmingham New
Street near Upper Crust at
11am. We will be using public
transport throughout the
crawl; the best option is to get
a £4.90 Network card from
Birmingham New Street, this
will cover travel on all buses,
trains and the Midland Metro
for the day!
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NATIONAL YOUNG
MEMBERS GROUP
COMMITTEE AGM
SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER
This year's meeting will be
held at the York Brewery from
12.30pm. After the business is
complete, there will be a tour
of the brewery, followed by a
crawl of the best pubs in York.
STAY IN TOUCH
If you have any ideas for future events, please let us
know! I’ll be looking to make
arrangements for October
events around August time.
Or to keep updated, why not
join our Facebook group? Just
log onto Facebook and enter
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA Young Members in
the search box.

“An essential
resource for
Pub Quizzes”

Create thousands
of original
questions on
International Units
and Symbols.
Eg

ms

Ω

73 High Street,
Bromsgrove B61 8AQ
www.redlionbromsgrove.co.uk

µT

we do not serve fast
food - we serve good
food as fast as we can!

“W hat’s the unit
for reluctance?”

For details see:
www.simetricmatters.com
A Dictionary Of
International Units
by Philip Bladon

regular beer
festivals

Av ai l ab l e fr om
Internet bookstores
and good bookshops

Food Served
Mon - Sat 11am - 2.30pm
Mon - Thu 5 - 8pm
Fri - Sat 3.30 - 6pm

the little pub with the big welcome

Kidderminster CAMRA present their Pub of the Year award

The Bell does it again
Last year's county and regional winner, the Bell at Pensax, has again won the Kidderminster Pub of the Year
award. Ian and Glenda of Kidderminster sub branch presented John and Trudy
Greaves with their award for
consistently serving an ever

changing range of well kept
real ales in a welcoming and
friendly atmosphere.
TRIED AND TESTED

The presentation was augmented by locals and members of Redditch and
Bromsgrove branch who
came to sample the fine
ales, amongst
which was the
first brew
from the new
Bromyard
Brewery,
'Tried and
Tested'.
Just after the
presentation
Glenda and Ian present John and Trudy with their award members
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from Bristol CAMRA called in
on their way from Hobsons
Brewery. They were full of
praise for both the Bell and
Hobsons and stayed to sample many of the beers on offer.
COUNTRY PUB AWARD
John and Trudy received their
certificate just a few days before they won another accolade; they were named as best
country pub by Worcestershire Life magazine.

Local CAMRA branch updates

Festival Round up
BROMSGROVE BEER
FESTIVAL
Despite the weather, which
was as varied as the number
of beers on offer, over 2000
visitors came to enjoy the
beer, cider and perry that was
available - making it the most
successful festival so far. 64
new CAMRA members joined
up - a new branch record!
Over £1100 in total was
raised for the festival charities
- J.A.Y.s representing Multiple

Sclerosis and the Motor Neurone Disease Association.
val, chosen by the visitors was
Hecks Blakeney Red and the
Beer of the Festival was Highland Fling from Traditional
Scottish Ales.

WINNING BEERS
AND CIDERS
The competition to find the
West Midlands Best Bitter was
won by Wye Valley Butty
Bach, with Blythe Staffie second and Kinver Edge third.
The Cider/Perry of the Festi-

WORCESTER BEER, CIDER
AND PERRY FESTIVAL
A soggy ground failed to
dampen the spirits of those
attending this year’s Worcester Beer, Cider and Perry Festival back again after a year’s
absence. Over 9000 people
attended the event and membership figures were up with
over 100 people joining
CAMRA.

Highgate Dark, second place
when to Church End Gravediggers and third went to the
2007 Champion Beer of Britain
Hobson's Mild.
Other details were still coming
in as Pint Taken was going to
press so see the Winter issue
for more facts and figures.

AWARDS
The West Midlands Mild of the
Year competition was won by
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TV celebrities visit Worcester Beer Festival

Oz and James join CAMRA
strange aromas and unusual
flavours. Oz’s beer just beat
James’s though the scores
weren’t much to shout about.
It turned out that Oz had chosen to recreate an Elizabethan
ale complete with spices.
The judging begins
Those attending Worcester
Beer Festival on Friday morning got a chance to meet Oz
Clarke and James May who
were filming for the third in
their series of Big Adventures.
Previous episodes of the BBC
series have focussed on wine
and have taken place in
France and California so it
was
nice
see
them
discovering
the
home
grown
deTime for a pint
lights
with the
of real
Festival
ale and
Organiser
other
UK products for the third
series which is expected to be
shown in the new year.

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340
Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
Awaiting the result
Reading out the results, judging panel chair, Brett Laniosh,
said that “British brewers can
sleep easy in their beds”.
The judging panel were Bill
Ottaway (Festival Organiser),
Charles Ayres (CAMRA Area
Organiser), John Maiden
(Worcester CAMRA), Chris
Gooch (Teme Valley Brewery,
Jules and Lorenzo Richards
(Licensees of the Wildmoor
Oak, Wildmoor)

High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

THE OLD OAK

NEW MEMBERS
To round off the day after
numerous samplings of festival beers, both Oz and James
did their bit for British beer
and pubs by joining CAMRA.

Stonebow Road,
Drakes Broughton,
WR10 2AP
(01905) 840239

∗ Traditional village pub

FACE OFF

∗ Large enclosed beer garden

Both celebrities had brewed a
beer which was presented to
the judging panel who had
just chosen the West Midlands Mild of the Year. In truth
the panel found the two beers
very hard going. Both were
cloudy and replete with

∗ Food available daily
∗ Home-cooked Sunday
lunches
(booking advisable)

∗ Outside bar now available
Signed up to CAMRA
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for your special occasion

Richard Reynolds of Barbourne Cider speaks about his work

Diary of a Worcestershire Cider Maker
There always seems to be
something to do as a cider
maker but as the account
below shows its not all apple
picking and pressing.
SEPTEMBER 2007
Attended the annual Cider
Festival at Broome Farm, Peterstow, Ross-on-Wye. Arrived
at the farm on Friday night,
pitched the tent and joined in
the Ceilidh. On Saturday set
up my stand and compared
notes with the other cider
makers including Seider Dai,
Greggs Pitt, Severn Sider,
Gwatkin, and Border Orchards. Listened to live music
from Chicken Shed Zeppelin
and the Hellbellies and talked
cider with lots of like minded
folks. At around 9pm (I think)
collected Best in Festival
award for my perry. On Sunday walked around the farmers market and compared
hangovers.

with more picking and pressing of Worcestershire perry
pears and cider apples. Early
in the month the team (Jimi,
Patrick, Chris, Suizy and I)
visited more local orchards
and picked and pressed by
hand Morecroft perry pears
(AKA Malvern Hills) and other
choice varieties such as Taynton Squash.
Later in the month we got in
Judge Amphlett – A Worcester variety named after the
Judge who held court in the
building now occupied by the
Talbot Inn on the Tything in
the city. The origin and weight
of all fruit used in the process
was recorded to comply with
PGI regulations which allow us
to use the descriptions
"Worcestershire Cider” and

Around the 21st of the
month we started the harvest
by picking some the earlier
varieties of perry pears and
cider apples. The first cider
apples to fall were Foxwhelp,
which is a full sharp, and
Bulmers Norman which is a
full bittersweet. This blend of
fruit makes one of my favourite ciders. Next in were Somerset Redstreak and Browns
Apple which also make an
outstanding balanced drink.
OCTOBER 2007
October continued the theme
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“Worcestershire Perry” on our
labels.
NOVEMBER 2007
Towards the end of the month
the picking and pressing
started to slow as capacity
was reached. The final fruit to
come in were Vilberie and
Chisel Jersey varieties of cider
apples. These have in recent
years made a sweeter juice
than some of the earlier varieties due to late Autumn sunshine. When all was done, we
washed down the equipment
and stored it ready for next
year’s season.

Find out what a cider maker
does in winter in the next
edition of Pint Taken.
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA award

The Fox Inn

Pub of the Season
Redditch &
Bromsgrove
CAMRA Pub of
the Season for
Spring 2008 has
been awarded to
the Wildmoor
Oak, Catshill.
The award was
presented to
Jules & Lorenzo
Richards, who
as Landlord and Chef, have
used their many years of experience to turn the Wildmoor
Oak into a thriving country
pub.
CHOICE ALES
Regular ales are from local
brewers Wye Valley and
Hobsons, but ask Jules about

Chaddesley Corbett
FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Permanent real ales include
Malvern Hills & Theakstons
Best Bitter plus an ever
changing guest ale
a particular favourite beer and
she may very well order it in!

Over 250 guest beers
over the last 3 years!

GREAT FOOD

ALSO

The pub offers a great variety
of both Caribbean and international cuisine, all at reasonable
prices, and the Caribbean
nights are always a sell out so book early when you have
the chance.

Traditional Thatcher’s
Dry cider
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials

Hollies Hill, Bromsgrove Road, Belbroughton, Stourbridge.
Booking Advisable.
Meals served all day (12 noon - 9pm)
Large beer gardens, Traditional guest ales, Extensive wine list.

Telephone:
01562
730 332
WWW.THE-FOUR-WINDS.CO.UK
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John Maiden comments on the rising costs of your pint

A Pint of Real Ale for 64p?
Where can I get a pint at this
price, I hear you ask. The bad
news is you can’t, and as you
are probably fully aware in the
recent budget Chancellor
Alistair Darling increased the
excise duty on a pint of beer
by the equivalent of 4p a pint
or 6% above the rate of inflation. So has the price of a pint
in your local pub gone up by
4p? No, it doesn’t quite work
like that. There are lots of
other factors to take into account as CAMRA has pointed
out in a recent bulletin.
WHAT ARE THE COSTS?
The average pint of beer of
4% ABV sold in a managed
pub for £2.45 (the UK average
price of a pint of real ale),
comprises of the following:

exactly how the pub is run;
whether it is a free house, a
managed house or tenanted
or leased and what the transfer pricing policy is if a brewery owns the pub.
30% FOR THE TREASURY
But, out of the price you pay
for a pint almost a quarter of it
goes to the brewer for production costs, that will inevitably
rise due to increased malted
barley, hops, transport and
energy costs; nearly a half to
the pub or pub company depending on how it is run and
almost 30% of the price paid
for a pint goes direct to the
Treasury for not only is beer
subject to excise duty it is also
liable for VAT at 17.5% - a tax

Brewing and distribution costs
Raw materials
16p
Production costs
16p
Distribution
10p
Selling & admin costs 14p
Marketing
8p
Total brewing costs

64p

Retail (running costs) 67p
Surplus (profit)
42p
The Government take is:
Excise Duty
35p
VAT
37p
Total
The price you pay

72p
£2.45

The above table gives a rough
breakdown of who gets what
from the price you pay for a
pint. This breakdown is only
illustrative and depends on
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on a tax.
CHALLENGE
The challenge for CAMRA and
the rest of the brewing industry is to continue to promote
the community pub as the
best place to enjoy a pint of
real ale; despite these latest
price rises.
Maybe the headline for this
article was a bit misleading
but if you are reading this at
least it got your attention. To
make my point it should
probably have read:
“A pint of real ale for £1.73
plus tax”

Kidderminster pub crowing over success

Eggsciting Idea
A cockerel's crow isn't a normal town centre sound yet
drinkers in Ye Olde Seven
Stars, Kidderminster are getting eggsactly that as Harry
the cockerel struts his stuff in
the pub garden.
KEMP HOSPICE
Along with Harry are a bevy of
ex-battery hen beauties providing punters in the bar with
their own Big Brother experience via chicken TV. Landlord
Robin and son Matt have eggspanded the idea of keeping
chickens by offering customers the chance to 'sponsor a
chicken'. By paying £5, which
goes to Kemp Hospice, your
name goes into a draw enabling you to win the eggs

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

produced.
This venture is proving popular
with the
reggulars
and is a fine
eggsample
of eggstending into other
areas.
The Stars, as it's known
locally, always offers five well
kept ales. An aptly named ale
featured in July; 'Old Speckled
Hen' appeared on the bar although 'Hen's Teeth' has yet to
make an appearance. So, if
you would like an eggseptional eggsperience flock
down to the Seven Stars and
enjoy a beer whilst meeting
some new birds.

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

The Teme Valley Brewery presents
The Green Hop Beer Festival
at The Talbot, Knightwick.
Friday 10th October (6pm - 11pm)
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th (11am - 6pm)
Teme Valley Market 11am - 1pm Sunday
The Talbot - Knightwick
Worcester CAMRA Pub of the Year 2007
Teme Valley Market September 14th, October 12th, November 9th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420
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21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN
2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR

WE SERVE
UP TO

14 REAL ALES
&

REAL CIDER + BELGIAN BEERS

WE PUT THE ‘ALES’
INTO HALESOWEN
FIND US 10 MINS WALK FROM
HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE ON
THE STOURBRIDGE ROAD
(NO 9 BUS PASSES THE PUB)

WE’RE IN THE
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE

The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £2.99
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
A traditional pub that offers a friendly
atmosphere and staff who are always
pleased to see you.
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the
charm that comes with a building that is
over 300 years old.

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155

Letters
FREE HOUSE
HOME OF THE
Dear Editor,
J.A.Y.s would like to thank
Bromsgrove & Redditch
branch of CAMRA for choosing us as one of this year's
charities at Bromsgrove Beer
Festival and for their help and
advice.
With a Tombola, Raffle and
'Guess the number' game we
raised a fantastic £898 over
the three days; and with the
donation from the division of
the beer token cards of
£124.68 we made a grand
total of £1,022.68 for Multiple
Sclerosis.
We would also like to thank
all the kind people who donated a prize or supported our
cause. It was hard work but
fun. We do have further information and pictures available
on our website, please visit
www.jays.org.uk to find out
more.

WEATHEROAK ALES:
Light Oak 3.6%
Weatheroak 4.1%
Keystone Hops 5.0%
& Seasonal Special

OTHER REAL ALES:
Wood’s Shropshire Lad
Hobsons Best
Old Hooky
& Guest Beers

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386
Freephone: 0800 0195 175
Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411
Now open 11.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun

Tony Turpin
By email on behalf of J.A.Y.s
Congratulations on the sum of
money that was raised to
support this important cause.
Ed

It takes all sorts to
campaign for real ale…

Don't just think about it...
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Quick Halves
• The Nevill Arms, just outside
Astwood Bank has been taken
over by a small company called
Ludlow Taverns. Two changing
real ales are usually available
and Timothy Taylor Landlord is
on regularly. Although children
are welcome to eat with their
parents, the games previously
provided for them have been
removed. There is a varied
menu of reasonably priced food
and a specials board.
• The Queens Head at Iron
Cross suffered loss of trade last
year because of local flooding.
This meant that no real ale was
available. However on a recent
visit Charles Wells Bombardier
was on handpump. The eating
side of the pub has been
converted into an Indian
restaurant called the Balti
Queen. The quality of the food
is very good and several
favourable reports have been
received. For bookings ring
01386 871012.
• A brewery chain employing
1,000 people in north-west
England is facing closure over
an unpaid tax bill. Cains
Brewery, based in Liverpool,
makes a range of 11 ales and
lagers and runs more than 100
pubs nationwide. HM Revenue
and Customs has filed a petition
for the company to be wound
up because of money it claims
they owe. Last year Cains Fine
Raisin beer secured the title of
World's Best Fruit Beer in the
annual World Beer Awards
2007. Cains beer is also the
official beer of the 2008
Liverpool European Capital of
Culture year. Established in

sign outside. Paul Hall and
family moved to Chester in
May to run the Rake and Pikel.

1850, it was
bought by the Dusanj brothers
in 2002.
• The Royal Oak in Upton
Snodsbury (formerly the French
House) has dropped its Royal
connections and is now called
simply the Oak. It has been
tastefully refurbished and is
selling Theakston Black Bull and
Wye Valley HPA as regular
beers along with a guest ale.
There is food available too.

• For real ale in Stourport try
the Stagborough Arms in
Lower Lickhill Road which
always has four beers on, of
which all but the Banks's
Original seem to change
regularly. Local breweries
such as Hobsons, Cannon
Royall and Bridgnorth are
often seen, with beers from
further afield also appearing.
A friendly community pub
with good prices.

• The Dolphin in Bishampton,
an Enterprise Inns house, has
been closed for some weeks
now. There are signs that a
refurbishment may be on the
cards but no timescale is
apparent. This is a real shame
as there are only a very few
pubs around this area and none
in Bishampton itself.

• The Retired Soldier,
Malvern Link Top has reopened. No further details
were available as Pint Taken
went to press.

• The change of use
application for the Salmon's
Leap, Severn Street, Worcester
has been withdrawn temporarily in response to concerns
over certain issues by the
Planning Department. The
applicants have the opportunity
to resubmit when the points
have been addressed.

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

• The appeals process for
development of the Brandy
Cask, Pershore continues. A
hearing into the appeal took
place during August. Further
details will be published in the
next edition.
• The Eagle and Spur,
Kidderminster CAMRA pub of
the season for autumn 2007 is
now closed with a 'For Lease'
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01299
896677
Herefordshire & Worcestershire
CAMRA Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004 and 2007
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
THE VICTORIA,
EARL SOHAM
When travelling from the Midlands to the Southwold area of
Suffolk the road signs try to
take you round Ipswich. However it is to your advantage to
divert from around Stowmarket onto the A1120. Not only
is this route prettier and
shorter but it goes through the
village of Earl Soham, where
there is the delightful Victoria
pub.
TRADITIONAL
ATMOSPHERE
It has not been modernised
and has simple wood furnishings and bare floorboards.
The open fire helps to create a
traditional atmosphere. There

are two main rooms decorated with lots of pictures
many of Queen Victoria.
The beers are brewed at the
Earl Soham Brewery, just
down the road, and those
available on a recent visit
were Victoria Bitter 3.7% ABV
and Albert Ale 4.5% ABV.
Both were in excellent condition and distinctive in taste.
The homemade, good value
food from a varied menu is
available lunchtimes and evenings. The pub is very friendly
and can get busy at times,
being popular with both locals
and tourists. There is a car
park at the back and some
parking available in front. For
anyone holidaying in this area
a trip to the Victoria is a must.

Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,
Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305
Home of Uphampton ales
from the
Cannon Royall Brewery
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE &
AWARD WINNER

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ
0121 445 5111
Open 12-3 (4.30 summer season) and 7-11 (10.30 Sun)

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub.
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served seven days a week.
(Special offers on Tuesdays & Wednesdays)
A selection of real ales from independent breweries
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005 & 2007
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008

Beer Festival 19-20th September
www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Ian on: 07818 401046)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Tues 23 Sep
Tues 28 Oct
Tues 25 Nov
Tues 16 Dec

Social meeting - Black Boy, Bewdley DY12 1AG
Countryside pubs meeting - Anchor, Caunsall DY11 5YL (TBC)
Kidderminster town crawl - Start at King and Castle DY10 1QX
Christmas social - Bell, Pensax WR6 6AE
See website for more details

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Doug on: 07842 135354)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tues 9 Sep
Sun 21 Sep
Tues 14 Oct
Sat 8 Nov
Tues 11 Nov

Branch Meeting - Rising Sun, Redditch B98 8AE (Theme: welcome to new members)
Presentation - Red Lion, Bromsgrove B61 8AQ 12:30pm
Branch Meeting: Red Lion, Bromsgrove B61 8AQ (Theme: talk by
landlord).
Worcester pub crawl by public transport 11am.
Branch Meeting - Cross Inn, Finstall B60 1EW (Theme: quiz).

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
Wed 10 Sep
Tue 14 Oct
Sat 11 Oct
Tue 11 Nov
Fri 14 Nov

New members' social - Crown & Anchor WR2 5LA
Branch meeting - Fir Tree, Dunhampstead WR9 7NB
Trip by bus to Green Hop festival - Talbot, Knightwick WR6 5PH
Branch meeting - New Inn, Clifton-on-Teme WR6 6DR
Trip to Three Kings Beer festival (Ring for details) WR8 0BL

Shakespeare branch (contact Vaughan on: 01789 766644)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
Birmingham Beer Festival
Aston University Students Guild, Aston, Birmingham
September 11th - 13th

Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around
the county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send four C5
stamped addressed envelopes to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,
B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.

For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk

Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards

Items for publication should be sent by October 31st 2008

CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201

Solihull Beer Festival
Royal British Legion, Union Road, Solihull
October 3rd - 4th

© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2008
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And Finally...
Save Energy, go to
the Pub!
The Boathouse, Auchinstarry,
near Kilsyth on the Forth and
Clyde Canal, is claimed to be
Scotland's first sustainable
Pub. This ten bedroom,150
seater restaurant forms part of
one development at the
Auchinstarry marina on the
Bowling to Grangemouth waterway, and is expected to cut
energy costs by a quarter.
SUSTAINABLE
RESOURCES
The pub is the first in a
planned string of environmentally-friendly canalside pubs
across the country in partnership with British Waterways.
The Boathouse has been built

using timber from a sustainable source, complete with
higher than required levels of
insulation.

Belbroughton
Beer Festival

'REED' CYCLING

Sat 6th September

Hot water and heating are
provided by a geothermal
system, using residual heat
from water in the canal. This
heat is captured by a 7ft-long
'radiator' at the foot of the
canal, through which water is
pumped. Hot water is topped
up by a gas boiler. Waste
water from the pub is treated
by reed beds on the other side
of the marina, after solids
have been removed. The series of beds develop bacteria
which break down soluble
material in the effluent.
There is no mention however of what real ales are
available!

Midday to 11pm

Walter de Cantelupe Inn
Main Road
Kempsey
WR5 3NA
01905 820572

Serving well-kept ales since 1991
including Cannon Royall King’s Shilling, Wye Valley Dorothy
Goodbody’s Golden Ale, Timothy Taylor Landlord and one
regularly changing guest ale
10 minutes walk from the River Severn
Dogs welcome
Walled garden for drinking & eating
Very good food from soup and sandwiches to exciting dishes
using fresh local produce
Open Tuesday - Saturday Lunchtime & Evening
Open for food all day on Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays
(until 7:30pm)

www.walterdecantelupe.co.uk
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School playing fields
Bradford Lane
Belbroughton
25+ real ales
and ciders
featuring
Scythemaker
festival ale
from Windsor Castle
Brewery
Hot and cold food all day
Live Band

For more details
contact Rich Bartram
On 07715120247

THE RAILWAY
INN
Station Road
Studley
Warwickshire
01527 85259
Three Real Ales
&
Traditional Cider
Great food served
Every day
Sunday lunch
with a
free pudding
Large rear
beer garden

Voted '2005 Midland Mild of the year' CAMRA, '2004 Mild of the year' SIBA and three times winner
at the International Brewing Awards. judges from around the world agree that Highgate Dark Mild
is big on taste.
We've been producing ales from the nations heart for over 100 years. Small enough to keep in
touch with our drinkers, but big enough to serve leading pub companies across the UK.
This is one instance where bigger is better.

Foregate Street, Worcester
Telephone: 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 11pm
27

28

