
1 

Pint Takenwww.pinttaken.org.uk 

Winter 2007/8 

 

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter 

Alcohol abuse issues 

Who is to blame? 

FREE FREE 

Why you should go down the pub 

Community Pubs Week February 2008 
It's a frightening reality that at 
least 56 pubs are closing in 
Britain each month and early 
indications from new research 
being carried out by the Cam-
paign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 
suggest that this figure could 
actually be significantly 
higher. Worse still, the major-
ity of these pubs are not high 
street chain bars or theme 
pubs, but community pubs, 
recognised by most people 
these days, as important com-
munity amenities. The local 
pub, after all, is often the heart 
of the community. 

ATMOSPHERE  

CAMRA has successfully run 
National Pubs Week for four 
years in an attempt to con-
vince more people to visit 
more pubs more of the time. 
CAMRA members across the 
country have worked hard to 
promote pub-going in re-

sponse to the growth in home 
drinking. Despite low super-
market prices, nothing can 
match the British pub for its 
service and atmosphere.  

IMPORTANCE OF PUBS 

In light of the increased 
threats to community pubs 
CAMRA is changing the focus, 
of its week of action to help 
raise the profile and impor-
tance of pubs in the commu-

nity and encourage people of 
all ages and backgrounds to 
use their local pubs more.  
Community Pubs Week com-
plements a range of CAMRA-
led initiatives including the 
Community Pubs Foundation, 
launched in 2005 to support 
campaigns to save local public 
houses by offering assistance 
to community groups, as well 
as a whole range of local cam-
paigns by CAMRA to save and 
promote community pubs.  
Community Pubs Week cele-
brates and promotes all com-
munity pubs - not just village 
locals, but urban gems too.  

TRY OUR COMPETITION 

To encourage more of us to 
visit our local pubs during 
February, the local Worcester-
shire branches have organised 
an ‘I-Spy’ competition. For 
more details see pages 13,14 
and 15. 

A new coalition launched 
recently called on the Govern-
ment to do more to prevent 
the rise in alcohol-related 
diseases. The Alcohol Health 
Alliance UK is a coalition of 24 
organisations whose stated 
mission is to reduce the dam-
age caused to health by alco-

hol misuse and who will work 
together to highlight the rising 
levels of alcohol-related health 
harm.  

EVIDENCE BASED 

They are proposing evidence-
based solutions to reduce this 
harm and aim to influence 

decision makers to take posi-
tive action to address the 
damage caused by alcohol 
misuse. 

ISSUE 

This at a time when the major 
supermarkets are selling beer 
cheaper than bottled water 
without any legislation, but 
the pub is perceived as the 
total problem area, and taxing 
alcohol the simplest solution. 
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A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 
ciders. 
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 
 
Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 
     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 11pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Telephone: 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  
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Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 
 

01299 
896677 

 
 

 

Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
CAMRA Pub of the Year  
2002, 2003, 2004 and 2007 
West Midlands Region  

Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 
 

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 
Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

THE OLD OAK 

Stonebow Road,  
Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 
(01905) 840239 

∗ Traditional village pub 
offering a friendly  
atmosphere 

∗ Large enclosed beer 
garden 

∗ Food available daily 

∗ Open all day every day 
from 12 noon 

15 regional winners please 
visit www.camra.org.uk/
gbgmedia 

SUCCESS STORY 

The Good Beer Guide 2008 
includes new breweries that 
have started producing real 
ale in the last 12 months, as 
well as pubs that have been 
entered by their local CAMRA 
branch after serving excellent 
beer. A total of 53 new brew-
eries appear in the latest edi-
tion, and 1203 pubs appear for 
the first time. Editor Roger 
Protz said, “The guide cele-
brates its 35th anniversary this 
year and in the main this suc-
cess is down to the surveying 
of the CAMRA members who 
keep the book fresh and up-to-
date. There are over 1,200 
new pub entries and more 
than 50 new breweries in the 
2008 edition so I am pleased 
to say the real ale revolution 
goes on!”  

LOCATION 

The Bell, Pensax, Worcester-
shire, WR6 6AE. (01299 
896677). The formal Regional 
Pub of the Year 
presentation will 
take place at noon 
on Saturday 12th 
January 2008. 

Good Beer Guide 2008 

Launched in style 
On 12th September 2007 the 
Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) launched the 35th 
edition of CAMRA’s Good 
Beer Guide, and in celebration 
of this launch CAMRA an-
nounced the 16 CAMRA Re-
gional Pub of the Year win-
ners. These are the pubs that 
have been hailed as the very 
best real ale pubs in the coun-
try. The National Pub of the 
Year winner will then be 
judged from the final 16 Re-
gional Pubs of the Year and 
announced in February 2008. 

TWO LAUNCHES 

Two launches took place in 
the West Midlands. The first 
was at the Bell, Pensax where 
Area Organiser for CAMRA, 
Charlie Ayres congratulated 
John and Trudy Greaves on 
being judged the West Mid-
lands Pub of the Year. The 
second one was held on 
Thursday 13th September at 
the Bridgnorth Beer Festival. 

SUMMARY 

A summary of the Good Beer 
Guide description for the Bell 
reads “A regular winner of 
CAMRA local Pub of the Year, 
this friendly and welcoming 
pub offers a constantly chang-
ing range of four guest beers, 
often from local independents, 
and Weston's cider and perry. 
The beers, their ABV and 
prices are chalked on a board 
in the bar and in the entrance 
next to the serving hatch. 
Good food is prepared using 
local produce and there is a 
dining room and snug where 
children are welcome.”  
 For full details on the other 

John and Trudy with the Guide  
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25 Withybed Lane Alvechurch  

Phone 0121 445 4411 
 

Open: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

Bulk orders can be collected at other times by arrangement 
REAL ALE to take away 1 to 72 pints 

Containers available. 
 

Draught cider from Biddenden plus bottled Westons 
Gluten free beer from Guinness 

Selection of wines & spirits 
Good range of bottled British beers 

 

e-mail: dave@weatheroakales.co.uk 
 

North Worcestershire's only Real Ale Off Licence 

Herefordshire Group wins prestigious award 

Pomona award 

01386 553575 
WR10 1BW 

the-talbot@tiscali.co.uk 

The 
Talbot 

Open fires and a 
friendly  

atmosphere—just look out for the 
resident mimicking ghost! 

Newlands, Pershore 

Mon-Thurs 12 —3, 5 —11; Fri-Sun 12—11. 

 Homemade lunches  
 Sunday Roast    

Roast 
night! 

...plus one other 
guest ale 

always 
 available. 

Each year during National 
Cider Month in October the 
Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) gives the coveted 
“Pomona Award” to a group, 
individual or business that 
works toward establishing real 
cider and perry as a premium 
product. On 17th October 
2007 the award was presented 
at Haywain Barn, Hellens, 
Much Marcle, to The Big Ap-
ple Association, a Hereford-
shire based group dedicated 
to promoting English or-
chards, apples and cider.  

FAMILY FARMING 

The Big Apple Association 
was set up in 1989 to promote 
small scale family farming in 
Herefordshire. The group 

networks with local farmers 
and cider producers to pro-
duce a programme of annual 
events celebrating all aspects 
of apples and orchards.  

DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS 

Gillian Williams, CAMRA’s 
Chair of Cider and Perry Cam-
paigning, said: “The Pomona 
Award is only given to those 
who have shown an unwaver-
ing dedication to promoting 
delicious real cider and perry. 
Despite the fact that The Big 
Apple Association is a small 
community organisation, run 
entirely by volunteers and 
with very limited outside fund-
ing, they have enjoyed tre-
mendous success in promot-
ing cider making in their area 

and are 
worthy 
winners 
of the 
Pomona Award.” 
Secretary of the Big Apple 
Association, Jackie Denman, 
added: “Each one of us in-
volved with the committee of 
the Big Apple Association in 
our corner of Herefordshire is 
absolutely thrilled to hear that 
CAMRA has picked us out to 
receive their coveted Pomona 
Award. Our work locally since 
1989 parallels what CAMRA’s 
Cider and Perry Committee 
has been working for nation-
ally. So we’re especially proud 
that they have recognized us – 
thank you CAMRA.” 
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The Anchor Inn 
Eckington 

Real Ales & Ciders     Excellent Food 
Bar     Lounge     Restaurant     Accommodation     

Pensioners Lunches Wednesday     Sunday Lunches  
Thursday Steak Special     Live Music Friday Nights     

Large Car Park     Coaches Welcome 
  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk 
Tel: 01386 750356 

Local  
News 

 WEIGHBRIDGE NEWS 

The end of September was 
the date set for the departure 
of John and Jayne Humphries 
from the Weighbridge, in 
Alvechurch, to the Royal Oak 
in Studley. However a change 
of plans now sees them re-
maining where they are, and 
in celebration of this a further 
handpump has been installed 
on the bar, bringing the total 
to three. 

BRANDY CASK LATEST 

As promised in the last edition 
here is the latest news on the 
Brandy Cask in Pershore. At 
the planning meeting held at 
the end of August Wychavon 
planning committee refused 
permission for change of use 
on three counts, and ap-
proved the listed building 
consent application. An ap-
peal against these decisions 
may follow in the future. 

GATE HANGS WELL SOLD 

In a short statement, Neil 
McMahon, owner of the Gate 
Hangs Well at Woodgate an-
nounced that he had sold the 
pub to Enterprise Inns. “I am 
sorry that this has happened 
so quickly, but the offer was 
too good to refuse” he said, “I 
would like to thank all my 
customers and Redditch & 
Bromsgrove CAMRA for all 
their support during my time 
as licensee.” Pint Taken un-
derstands that the arrange-
ment for ‘Scoop’ and ‘Duck & 

Cover’ brewed under the 
Bricktop Brewery name by 
Weatheroak Ales will con-
tinue, and that these beers will 
still be available at the Gate 
Hangs Well. 

FESTIVAL CANCELLED 

The Redditch CAMRA Beer 
Festival which was planned to 
be held in January 2008 has 
been cancelled. The Redditch 
2007 Festival held at the be-
ginning of the year attracted 
over 500 visitors and raised 
over £250 for Macmillan Can-
cer Support. Unfortunately 
there were a limited number 
of members who were willing 
to form the Redditch 2008 
Festival Committee. Area Or-
ganiser Charlie Ayres said: 
“Without more members be-
ing involved at the planning 
and preparation stage and 

volunteering for the positions 
on the festival committee, it 
becomes very difficult to stage 
events of this nature.” He 
added, “I urge real ale fans in 
Redditch to get involved with 
the local branch to ensure the 
viability of future events”. 

LIVE & LET LIVE 

The Live & Let Live - a unique 
and much-cherished pub on 
Bringsty Common, closed 
since 1997, re-opened its 
doors on the 22nd November 
to much rejoicing by locals. 
Located three miles east of 
Bromyard in Herefordshire, 
the pub has the accolade of 
now being the only thatched 
pub in Herefordshire! Local 
ales feature strongly. Consid-
eration is being given to hold 
a joint beer festival with 
CAMRA in 2008.  
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HEADLESS CROSS, 

REDDITCH 
  

01527 550448 
 

Up to three guest 
beers including  

Hobsons  
Town Crier 

Colin Scrivener explains why he enjoys small beer festivals 

Little is good! 
Early in September Bel-
broughton village school held 
a beer & cider festival to raise 
money for themselves. The 
advance publicity in the local 
press was very good and I 
decided to go there on the 318 
bus from Bromsgrove.  

FAMILY EVENT 

Arriving in the village I fol-
lowed the signs for the short 
walk to the school and went to 
the entrance in the large mar-
quee. The entrance package 
cost £10.00 for which I was 
given a pint glass and a strike 
card worth £6.00. If you have 
never been to a beer festival 
at all, strike cards are a simple 
way of paying for your beer 
upon entering a festival, with-
out having to hunt around for 
change each time you want 
another drink. I find it speeds 
up getting served too!  
 There were twenty four 
beers, almost all of which 
were from local breweries, 
with just one cider. In a further 
marquee there was a wine 
and soft drinks bar while a 
food stall supplied snacks. The 
sitting area was quite busy 
with families enjoying the 
sunny afternoon. 

GOOD SELECTION 

Fortunately the pint glass was 
also lined to serve half pints 
so having made my first 
choice I went and chatted to 
Doug Robinson (Redditch & 
Bromsgrove CAMRA’s Mem-
bership Secretary) who had 
set up his membership stand 
there. Quite a few people en-
quired about joining and by 
the end of the afternoon Red-

ditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 
had four new members - well 
done Doug! 
 The five beers that I tried 
were all in excellent condition. 
The beer selection was very 
good with most styles and a 
wide range of strengths. All 
too soon I had finished my 
card and it was time to go 
back to the village to catch the 
bus home. It had certainly 
been a very enjoyable after-
noon out and those who did 
not go missed a splendid little 
festival. 

LOCAL TRANSPORT 

Two weeks later there was 
another small beer festival, 
this time organised by John 
and Jayne at the Weighbridge 
in Alvechurch. Several of us 
caught the bus from 
Bromsgrove to Longbridge 
and then took the train to 
Alvechurch which worked 
quite well. On the covered 
stillage behind the building 
there were twenty two beers 
from a national spread of 
breweries and six ciders 
mainly from Gwatkin. Here 
again £10.00 gave one a re-
fundable glass and £8.00 
worth of strike card. I chose 
the half pint glass and started 
with Tring brewery's Mansion 
Mild.  

EXCELLENT CONDITION 

A group of our members 
stood and chatted by the bar 
while sampling the stock 
which covered most styles 
and strengths. Tasty food was 
supplied by Jayne from the 
kitchen and I found the bacon 
brunch delicious. One beer 

had not settled but all the 
others were in excellent con-
dition perhaps topped by 
Crouch Vale Brewer's Gold. As 
often happens at beer festivals 
the time seemed to pass very 
quickly and we had to catch 
our return transport after a 
thoroughly enjoyable after-
noon. 
 Personally I find these small 
festivals more enjoyable than 
the large ones having a more 
intimate atmosphere. Pro-
vided the beer range has been 
well planned two dozen beers 
can provide something to 
please all tastes. 
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FREE HOUSE 
HOME OF THE 

WEATHEROAK ALES: 
Light Oak 3.6% 

Weatheroak 4.1% 
Redwood 4.7% 

& Seasonal Special  

OTHER REAL ALES: 
Hobsons Town Crier 

Hobsons Best 
Purity UBU 

& Guest Beers 

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 
All Subject to Availability 

 
 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant 01564 823386  
Freephone: 0800 0195 175 

Tel: Brewery 0121 445 4411 

 

Now open 11.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun 

It takes all sorts to  
campaign for real ale… 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Don't just think about it... 

CAMRA membership presents 

Gift Ideas 

Looking for something differ-
ent to buy friends and family 
this Christmas? CAMRA has 
put together a great selection 
of CAMRA Gift Membership 
packages for you to choose 
from. CAMRA will also enter 
every Gift Membership pack-
age that you buy into a prize 
draw. Two lucky winners will 
win either a 12 bottle case of 
Woodforde’s Nelson’s Re-
venge or an 18 pint Beer Box 
of the same beer. 

RANGE OF PACKAGES 

 This year the gift member-
ship packages available range 
from standard membership at 
£22 to packages including the 
Good Beer Guide 2008 at 
£32.99, or a package including 
membership and the culinary 
book Appetite for Ale for 
£36.99. 

TO ORDER 

 Please call 01727 867201 or 
visit www.camra.org.uk/shop 
today and order your Christ-
mas Gift Membership pack-
age. 
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Steve and Lesley 
welcome you to the 

Robin Hood 
 

Open for food and real ales 
 
 
 

Three real ales including London Pride, Black Sheep, 
plus Addelestones Cider 

 
Large grounds and children’s play area 

 
 

Drayton Road, Drayton, 
Nr Belbroughton DY9 0BW 

 
01562 730255 

Food served  
Mon to Sat 12 - 2;  5.30 - 9  

Sunday 12 - 7 
 

Garden to rear, Tables to frontage 
 

4 cask ales (2 changed every week) 
E.g. Theakston Best Paradise Ale, 

Courage Directors, Bateman's  
Maypole, Hydes Dr's Orders, Taylors 

Landlord, Bulmers Still Cider 
Fresh ground coffee 

 
Function room with separate bar 
Conservatory overlooking garden 

Car park 
 

 Open all day every day from 11am 
approx, sometimes a bit earlier. 

Worcestershire’s Historic Pubs 

New Pub guide 

 

Running a real ale 
event such as a beer 

festival? 
 

Are you planning to 
hold a beer festival, or 
actually having one at 
your pub and would 

like everyone to know 
about it ? 

 

Contact:  
editor@pinttaken.org.uk  
by January 2008 with the  
details to publicise your  

event in the next edition of 
 

Pint Taken 

PUB BEER FESTIVALS 

PUB BEER FESTIVALS 

With well over 500 establish-
ments to choose from, in this 
quintessentially English 
county with its centuries-old 
traditions of hop-growing, 
cider-making and brewing, 
selecting sixty of Worcester-
shire's historic pubs for special 
mention was never going to 
be an easy task.  

PRIME EXAMPLES 

This book by Keith Turner and 
Jan Dobrzynski includes prime 
examples of riverside pubs - 
the famous Severn 'mug 
houses' - wayside inns, canal 
and railway pubs, and home-
brew pubs, as well as the 
mainstay of every community, 
the local. Each establishment 
listed is unique in its own very 

special way.  

FULLY RECOMMENDED 

All have been visited and re-
visited, and are fully recom-
mended to anyone in search 
of good beer, cider and food, 
a great atmosphere, a slice of 
Worcestershire history - and 
the odd quirk, curiosity, witch 
and ghost or two. 
 For more details go to 
www.tempus-publishing.com 
or call 01453 883300. 
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Ian Stevenson completes his look at Real Ale in a Bottle 

Good, bad and In-between 
I was recently asked by a 
friend on what not to buy, and 
I thought, how on earth does 
one advise on a negative! We 
all criticise some beers, and 
some richly deserve it, but to 
say to someone ‘don’t buy 
that’ because you don’t like it 
is a bit questionable to say the 
least.  

BE OBJECTIVE 

In my view it is wrong to con-
demn an ale based solely on 
personal preferences. In con-
trast - to recommend some-
thing which is subsequently 
disliked by your friends, well 
that’s just sport and only puts 
one’s judgement up for scru-
tiny! 
 I was originally thinking 
about doing a list of good, not 
so good, and in-between, but 
that would be in direct conflict 
with what I advocate. So in-
stead, I am going to outline 
my alternative way to choos-
ing a beer. Don’t take it too 
seriously - although I do! 

MY OLD METHOD 

I used to study the label look-
ing at any combination of the 
OG (original gravity), ingredi-
ents, the lyrical description, 
brewery and brewer, place of 
origin, ‘best by’ date, price, 
size of bottle, colour of label 
and even the name! I do admit 
to having chosen by silly 
name in the distant past, 
though rarely did the flavours 
match up to the descriptions 
and that is something that I 
still find occasionally. 

NEW METHOD 

I now consider who is joining 

me, what are we doing, what 
am I in the mood for, have I 
had it before, the county, the 
brewery, is it a ‘stickie’ (see 
Pint Taken Spring 2007) and 
value for money. I have dis-
covered a lot more interesting 
ales by not selecting seri-
ously! This method does 
seem to generate a much 
greater diversity. 

LOOK FOR THE LOGO 

I do tend to look for RAIB (real 
Ale in a Bottle) logo first now, 
and bottle conditioned next, 
but will quite happily consider 
pasteurised beers for a very 
solid reason. Some of the 
strange flavours found are just 
not available in any other for-
mat. One example that springs 

to mind was King Cnut from 
St Peter’s Brewery in Suffolk. 
It is no longer brewed, but 
was made from nettle and 
juniper. I was one of a small 
band who liked that ale a lot.  

BE WARNING 

On reading a label from a well 
known brewery, I was con-
templating the contents, no-
ticed that the description was 
vague, and was rounded off 
with a comment on how the 
high alcohol content (6% ABV) 
added to the flavour. 
Hmmmm, not a measure I 
use. 
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Editoreale 
Last October I 
had the oppor-
tunity to attend 

the annual 
awards lunch 

held by CAMRA to 
celebrate the Champion Beer 
of Britain. 
 This year’s presentation 
took place at Lord’s Cricket 
Ground in London, and as a 
bit of a cricket follower I was 
keen to go along.  
 We started with pre-lunch 
drinks and a tour of the 
ground. The tour included the 
Long Room with its stirring 
history of the ground and past 
players, the home players 
dressing room, the Ashes 
museum and the impressive 
Media Centre. This was fol-
lowed by lunch, with each 
course being served with two 
award winning ales. At my 
table were representatives 
from York brewery and we 
enjoyed their Centurion's 
Ghost with the main course. 
 The presentation of awards 
took place after lunch and it 
was great to see Nick Davis 
collect his award for Hobsons 
Mild as the Champion Beer of 
Britain 2007. Graham Gooch 
OBE was the after dinner 
speaker, regaling us with 
plenty of anecdotes from his 
cricketing career. 
 My party rounded off the 
evening watching England's 
victory over France in the 
Rugby World Cup. It was a 
great end to a wonderful day!  
 
Merry Christmas and cheers, 
 
Charlie Ayres, Editor 

The Great Malvern Hotel is conveniently located to the Theatre and 
therefore specialises in pre & post Theatre meals.  

The service and style of food has an emphasis on  
value for money and a relaxing style of eating.  

Where possible we use local produce, this includes items such as the 
award winning sausages from Malvern Country Meals, and all the fruit & 

vegetables come from Birmingham market each morning.  

We also enjoy serving local and interesting beverages. Our entries in the 
Good Beer Guide since 2002 are a credit to the local beers & ciders of the 

area. We are open to the public for breakfast, lunch and evening meals 
from Monday - Saturday.  

Phone 01684 563411 for reservations. 
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73 High Street 
Bromsgrove 

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA  
Pub of the Year  
2003 and 2004 

 

Regular Beer Festivals Held 
 

The little pub with the big welcome 

• Up to seven real ales 

changing daily 

• Newly refurbished 

• Smoking area 

• Home-made, home-

cooked food every  
day (except Sunday) 

• Curry night each  

Monday 5 - 8 pm 
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Six Worcester pubs, never 
before listed, have made it 
into the prestigious Good Beer 
Guide 2008. Published each 
year by CAMRA the award 
winning Good Beer Guide 
contains over 4,500 full entries 
of Britain’s best beer and pubs 
complete with beer listings, 
opening hours and pub food 
information. The unique brew-
eries section provides com-
prehensive information on 
more than 600 breweries, 
from micro to massive. To-
gether with The Berkeley 
Arms in St Johns and The 
Dragon Inn in the Tything, the 
six in the guide for the first 
time are: 

CRICKETERS 

The Cricketers in Angel 
Street, just off the main street 
beside McDonalds, is a wel-
coming singe-room pub de-
scribed by the Landlady as ‘a 
village pub in the heart of the 
city’. Four real ales are rotated 
regularly and there is a tradi-
tional cider tucked away in a 
tub under the bar. As you 
would expect from the name, 
there is a wealth of cricketing 
memorabilia on the walls – 
gathered over 25 years, the 

Continued on page 17 

collection includes dozens of 
signed bats, photographs and 
paintings from the county and 
national sides. Lunchtime 
meals are served. 

NEW INN 

The New Inn in Ombersley 
Road is on the northern out-
skirts of the city and located 
near to the terminus of the 32 
bus, which sadly only runs 
until 7pm. It is one of the more 
attractive examples of Mar-
ston’s architecture and well 
worth a visit. As well as two 
Banks’s beers there are three 
ever-changing guest beers 
from the Marston’s portfolio 
which of course includes 
Jennings. Good quality home 
produced food is served all 
day plus a roast on Sundays. 
Patio heaters and umbrellas, 
and a fairly large garden, pro-
vide accommodation for fami-
lies and smokers. 

PLOUGH 

The Plough in Fish Street, 
next to the Fire Station. In 
2005 a planning application to 
convert this Grade II listed pub 
into offices was successfully 
overturned since which time it 
has gone on to win the cov-
eted Worcester CAMRA 
branch pub of the year award. 
Six real ales and a traditional 
cider are usually available with 
the emphasis on local brew-
ers. Two rooms with original 
features either side the bar 
provide the accommodation 
with an upstairs function room 
and a small patio with umbrel-
las for the better weather and 
smokers. Good food made 
with local produce is served at 
lunchtimes. 

POSTAL ORDER 

The Postal Order in Foregate 
Street almost next to Foregate 

Street Railway Station is a 
classic Wetherspoon’s pub 
housed in the former city tele-
phone exchange. The beers 
from local micros predomi-
nate with monthly mini-
festivals held showcasing a 
local brewery’s beers. A mini-
mum of six real ales can be 
found at anytime plus two 
traditional ciders: Weston’s 
Old Rosie and Vintage Or-
ganic, which are kept in tubs 
in the ‘fridge behind the bar. 

John Maiden explains why these pubs are in the 2008 Good Beer Guide 

Six of the best... 
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CAMRA’s Community Pubs 
Week runs from 16th to 23rd 
February 2008. CAMRA is 
changing the focus of its week 
of action to help raise the 
profile and importance of 
pubs in the community and 
encourage people of all ages 
and backgrounds to use com-
munity pubs more. 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL PUBS 

Why not make the most of 
Community Pubs Week by 
taking part in I Spy? As well as 
certificates, there are a num-
ber of prizes to be won. Sim-
ply visit Worcestershire pubs 
in February 2008 and com-
plete as many of the chal-
lenges as you can. The chal-
lenges can be found on the 

centre pages or downloaded 
from www.pinttaken.org.uk. 
Bronze (10-19), Silver (20-26) 
and Gold (27+) certificates will 
be awarded depending on 
how many challenges you 
complete. Completed forms 
should be posted by March 
20th 2008 to: I-Spy,  
132 Farren Road, Northfield, 
Birmingham, B31 5HN. 

PRIZE DRAW 

All entries received will be 
entered into a draw for a 
chance to win one of the fol-
lowing prizes (kindly donated 
by the businesses indicated): 
Six bottles of real ale (Teme 
Valley Brewery), a meal for 
two (Swan, Birlingham), four 
free pints of real ale 

Worcestershire CAMRA branches have set some challenges 

I-Spy prizes! 

(Weatheroak ales), a meal for 
two with drinks (Weighbridge, 
Alvechurch), Food or drink to 
the value of £10 (Talbot, 
Knightwick). Entries are only 
valid when they are signed by 
a member of the bar staff and 
note that a pub can only be 
entered for a maximum of 
three challenges.  
Our thanks to the sponsors 
above. 
So go and get spying! 
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On a gloriously hot day at the 
end of August, a small group 
of Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA members set off for 
Belbroughton. The reason was 
the Pub of The Season pres-
entation to The Four Winds at 
Hollies Hill. 

STOPS ALONG THE WAY 

Using the local 318 bus ser-
vice we got off near the Bell 
on the A491 dual carriageway, 
and made our way to the pub 
for our first drink. Walking on, 
our next stop was the Holly 
Bush.  
 We then crossed the road 
for the main event at the Four 
Winds - I hadn’t visited this 
venue for more than 30 years! 
Then it was a restaurant, now 

it is arguably as much a pub 
as a restaurant, although 
given it’s location, attracting 
drivers is still key to it’s sur-
vival. It is owned by Enter-
prise Inns, and licensee 
James Judd has been there 
for about 2 ½ years.  

GREAT SELECTION 

There were four beers avail-
able on the day of our visit. 
We sampled Wadworth 6X, 
Hobsons Town Crier and Wye 
Valley Summer of ’69, with the 
‘guest’ beer being Otter Ale. 
James told us that the 6X is 
‘pretty permanent’, and that 
the Town Crier is a regular 
guest, adding that all his ales 
sell well. After enjoying the 
excellent food it was time to 

head for home. 

TRANSPORT HOME 

We had to go into Belbrough-
ton to catch the bus home and 
strolled down into Belbrough-
ton village. We took advan-
tage of the bus timetable and 
popped into the Belbroughton 
Club and the Talbot. Our 318 
home was on time and we 
concluded an enjoyable day 
with a brief stop at the Red 
Lion in Bromsgrove. 

Cy Day carries out his last duty as Chairman  

Pub presentation 

Presentation of the award 

Hollies Hill, Bromsgrove Road, Belbroughton, Stourbridge. 
 

Booking Advisable.  
Meals served all day (12 noon - 9pm) 

Large beer gardens, Traditional guest ales, Extensive wine list. 

WWW.THE-FOUR-WINDS.CO.UK 

Telephone:  
01562  

730 332 

Copy of Winter07 08.pub 
page 16

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

Sunday 02 December 2007 10:48



17 

Good value meals are served 
all day every day with break-
fast from 9am to a late supper 
up until 11pm. Closing time is 
normally midnight Sunday to 
Thursday and 1am Friday and 
Saturday. It can get very busy 
on Thursday to Saturday eve-
nings. A small smoking area 
has been constructed in a 
covered yard at the rear.  

SARACEN’S HEAD 

Continued from page 12 The Saracens Head on the 
edge of the city centre is lo-
cated just north of the impres-
sive Crown and County Courts 
building, the Shire Hall. It is a 
two-roomed pub with a cen-
tral bar. Access is via a cov-
ered cobbled yard that serves 
as an outside drinking and 
smoking area. Up to eight real 
ales are usually available but 
due to only having four hand 
pumps on each bar, each 
pump normally has two pump 
clips which means a chosen 
beer can be served from the 
other bar. There is a skittle 
alley which doubles as a func-
tion room; food is served at 
lunchtimes. 

WINNING POST 

The Winning Post about a 
mile north of the city centre in 
Pope Iron Road is a cosy back-

street single-room pub near to 
the racecourse but at the 
other end to the winning post! 

It is one of the few outlets for 
Cannon Royall beers, which 
are stocked regularly together 
with guest beers which rotate 
every six weeks. Sports TV 
features large but there is a 
well-stocked bookshelf for 
those who prefer a good read; 
the garden has heaters for 
cooler evenings and smokers. 
Lunchtime food is served. 

Copy of Winter07 08.pub 
page 17

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

Sunday 02 December 2007 10:48



18 

THE BOAT & RAILWAY 

Best Traditional Canalside Pub in the area 

Shaw Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove 

♦ Open all day – everyday!! 

♦ Carvery and restaurant 

♦ Traditional pub lounge 

♦ Canalside terrace (rain or shine) 

♦ Banks’s Original, Bitter; Marstons Pedigree plus 
weekly changing guest beers 

For bookings or more  
information call  

Rachel or Tony on  
01527 831065 
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Sample the hospitality of Cardiff 

Members’ weekend 2008 

CAMRA Members’ Weekend, 
due to be held in Cardiff from 
Friday 18th to Sunday 20th 
April promises to be one of 
the best yet. 

FORMAL BUSINESS 

The event will incorporate 
CAMRA’s Annual General 
Meeting, when essential for-
mal business will be carried 
out. It will also help set 
CAMRA’s future policy. Apart 
from the big, set piece de-
bates, there will be smaller, 
less formal gatherings where 
members who feel uncomfort-
able addressing large audi-
ences can also have their say. 
The venue will be Cardiff’s 
magnificent City Hall, located 
in the landscaped surround-
ings of Cathays Park on the 
edge of the city centre. On-site 
will be the members’ bar, in 
effect a beer festival held in 
the same venue as the prestig-
ious Great Welsh Beer and 
Cider Festival. 

CITY OF CHANGE 

Older members might recall 
the 1978 CAMRA AGM held at 
the same venue, although 
unfortunately the members’ 
bar then had to be located 
elsewhere. Cardiff has 
changed enormously during 
the intervening thirty years 
having become a major tourist 
destination as well as retaining 

its attractions for real ale 
drinkers. 

FINE SHOPPING 

Just five minutes from City 
Hall is the Castle, dating back 
to Roman times but flamboy-
antly restored during the Vic-
torian era in a uniquely colour-
ful and ornate style. Also close 
by is the shopping centre, 
famous for its Victorian ar-
cades containing many fine 
little shops. 
 A little further away is Car-
diff Bay. Construction of the 
barrage has transformed this 
area into a large freshwater 
lake with much of interest to 
see and do.  
 Beerwise, Cardiff remains 
dominated by Brains. Since 

the last AGM in Cardiff, Brains 
have moved to a larger site, 
previously occupied by Bass, 
on the edge of the city centre. 
Visits are planned here on the 
Friday afternoon. 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 

 Brains dominate the tradi-
tional pub scene in Cardiff but 
a good number of pubs, par-
ticularly on the western edge 
of the city centre, add to the 
choice. There are also many 
pubs worth visiting in the 
valleys just inland from the 
city, and in the rural areas 
around Cardiff. Trips will be 
run to some of these pubs and 
to local breweries.  
 With new hotels opening 
almost constantly in Cardiff, 
there is plenty of choice of 
accommodation, from five star 
right down to simple B & B. 
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Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

Glenda Harvey provides a more detailed view on pubs to visit in Bewdley 

Beer in Bewdley 
Although there are plenty of 
reasons to visit Bewdley, my 
main object in going there is 
for the beer! These are my 
favourite pubs to visit – 
though I’m willing to try out 
any others you may recom-
mend! 

FIRST STOP 

On the way in from Kidder-
minster, on the aptly named 
Kidderminster Road, is the 
Wagon and Horses. A former 
Banks’s pub it has three inter-
connecting rooms all served 
from one bar. The Bathams 
here is well worth stopping off 
for and I thoroughly recom-
mend popping in here on your 
way into (or out of) Bewdley, 
it’s a good start (or finish) to a 
Bewdley trip. 

UP AND DOWN 

Next on my list is the Black 
Boy on Wyre Hill and well 
worth the heart thumping walk 
up the steep hill. The landlord 
has won numerous cellar 
awards and these are dis-
played on the walls of the first 
room you enter on arrival. The 
bar in here is actually the side 
hatch access to the bar itself, 
so if you’re into bar leaning go 
into the back room. Although 
this is a Banks’s pub (not usu-
ally one of my favourites) the 
beer here is superb and the 
guest is always in tip top con-
dition.  
 Back down the hill, right at 
the bottom on Welch Gate, is 
the Woodcolliers Arms. This 
pub is undergoing a revival 
under the new landlords with 
plenty of events being adver-
tised such as a Tuesday night 

pub quiz, a jazz night on the 
first Wednesday in every 
month and several brewery 
visits. The menu has Russian 
overtones as the landlady is 
from Latvia and the beer is 
always well kept, usually with 
more choice nearer the week-
ends. The beers are mostly 
from local breweries such as 
Wye Valley, Woods, Sadlers, 
Hobsons, Blue Bear and Lud-
low. Open fires keep the place 
warm in winter and they have 
accommodation for anyone 
wishing to stay. Their Russian 
chef is named Boris Rumba 
and is Cordon Bleu trained, so 
try out the food as well. 

RIVER VIEWS 

Another food pub is the Little 
Pack Horse. This is a former 
Mad O'Rourke's and still re-
tains some of the quirky fea-
tures – look out for the hoof 
prints leading to the bar. If you 
just want a drink I’d advise 
you to go early as later on it 
can be crowded with diners. 
There are usually a couple of 
beers on in here worth trying 
so a visit wouldn’t go amiss. 
Sadly the George Hotel is 
boarded up and looking a bit 
sorry for itself, (I used to love 
going in there), but I haven’t 
heard what Wetherspoons are 
doing with it. However the 
Mug House by the side of the 
river is as vibrant as ever. The 
beers here are always well 
kept, Wye Valley HPA is usu-
ally on as well as other local 
brews. This is a comfortable 
pub but it can get crowded on 
weekend evenings. The rear 
garden is delightful in the 
summer while indoors there’s 

an open fire and a good at-
mosphere and you get to walk 
by the river as well! 

TAKE AWAY TOO 

If you want to take beer home 
with you try Tipplers on Load 
Street. This small off licence is 
a haven for at home drinking 
selling an excellent range of 
bottled beers and ciders as 
well as beer and cider on 
draught. They sell two pint 
and four pint containers so it’s 
easy to have a carryout. 
There are other fine hostelries 
in this riverside town but 
these are my favourite. Check 
them out, I’m sure you won’t 
be disappointed. 
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Letters 21 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, HALESOWEN 
0121 550 4989 

 

INDEPENDENT FREE HOUSE 
CAMRA  

WEST MIDLANDS REGION 
PUB OF THE YEAR 2006 

 
 

14 REAL ALES 
CHANGING EVERY DAY 

 

2 BELGIAN BEERS 
 

Open:  
Mon - Sat 12-11,  

Sun 12-10.30 
 
 

EVERY DAY is a BEER 
FESTIVAL at THE WAGGON 

 
THE ‘WAGGON’ puts the REAL 

ALES  
into  

HALESOWEN 

WAGGON & HORSES 

 

Teme Valley Market December 9th, January 13th, February 10th 
 First Midland Red route 420 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced 
by hops. A 

beer for the  
connois-

seur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

The  Talbot 
Knightwick 
Worcester 
WR6  5PH 

Seasonal Beers:  
Talbot Porter 4.4%ABV 
Hearthwarmer 6% ABV 

This That T’other blond 
4.4% ABV 

A rich, 
smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers  
accomodation and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients. 

Dear Sirs, 
Reference the feature on the 
Brandy Cask pub in Pershore; 
Wychavon Council are guilty 
of hypocrisy on this one! Why 
some years ago did they give 
planning permission for hous-
ing - with the emphasis on the 
elderly - in the next door 
neighbour’s garden knowing 
that Spencer was putting on 
live Blues, Jazz and Folk music 
in his back garden and on the 
patio in summer, notably at 
the beer festival; and when 
the inevitable first complaint 
came in, served Spencer with 
a noise abatement order?  
No music in or out and the 
viability much affected. Why 
WAS this development al-
lowed? A pension for the 
owner, which Wychavon, 
having helped kill Spencer’s 
business, now want to deprive 
him of? I speak as someone 
who played at the pub, and 
others in Pershore, regularly a 
few years ago. 
 As for CAMRA, I understand 
very few of the moaning 
members live in or near Per-
shore and probably visited the 
pub less than me until this 
business came about! What is 
CAMRA policy on Wether-
spoon’s ‘big barn, cheap beer, 
no atmosphere’ pubs - can 
Worcester give me an answer, 
I can’t get one from Glouces-
ter!  
 In places the size of 
Worcester, Kidderminster, 
Cheltenham and Gloucester 
town pubs can survive with a 
Wetherspoon’s on their door-

step; but in Evesham there is 
no doubt the Olde Swanne 
has had an effect; Tewkesbury 
is to follow, and potential and 
existing live music venues are 
lost also. I visualise CAMRA 
propping up a Wetherspoon’s 
bar, working their way along 
the eight handpumps whilst 
complaining about the prices 
at the little pub down the road 
who keeps two or three real 
ales well but can’t compete 
with a conglomerate. Perhaps 
Worcester CAMRA would like 
Wetherspoon’s to take over 
the Brandy Cask? If they are 
so concerned why don’t THEY 
make Spencer an offer he 
can’t refuse to run it as a pub 
themselves? 
 
Bill Pullen 
Tewkesbury 
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Uphampton Lane 
Uphampton, Ombersley, 

Worcestershire 
Tel: 01905 620305 

 

Home of Uphampton ales 

from the  

Cannon Royall Brewery 
 

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE & 
AWARD WINNER 

including 
the beer for around 15 years. 
Don't panic though the Bathams 
is safe, but the Everards beers 
have gone. The Beacon has 
been changed to Green King 
IPA. The third beer initially was 
Old Speckled Hen, but recently 
this has been replaced with 
Wye Valley HPA. 
 
• At the International Beer 
Challenge 2007 awards 
ceremony in London, Purity 
Pure UBU was officially named 
one of the World’s 50 Best 
Beers. Sales Director Paul 
Halsey said, “As a relatively 
young company we are all 
hugely pleased with this 
massive achievement. The team 
has worked really hard to 
develop a premium quality 
product and we are thrilled that 
our hard work and dedication 
has paid off.”  
 
•  The Wildmoor Oak near 
Catshill has changed hands and 
real ale has reappeared. Jules 
Richard who now runs the pub 
wants to place more emphasis 
on home cooked food and is 
keen to promote real ales. She 
and her staff have attended the 
well regarded cask manage-
ment course run by Hereford-
shire's Wye Valley brewery. 
Recent ales include Wells 
Bombardier, Hook Norton Bitter 
and HPA from Wye Valley. Real 
cider may appear in the future. 
 
• Sadly the Plume of Feathers 
in Castle Morton is currently 
closed, possibly until the spring. 
The landlord cited the poor 
summer trading conditions for 
this unhappy state of affairs. 

• The Green Man in The 
Tything, Worcester has had a 
name change and is now called 
the Marwood. It is not known if 
this is after the last functioning 
hangman in Worcester. 
 
• The Star in North Malvern, a 
recent new entry to the Good 
Beer Guide, has just changed 
hands. Michael Choi has sold 
up and moved on but word 
from the bar staff - who are still 
there as usual - is that he retains 
an interest in the business. The 
new owner has indicated that 
there are at present no plans to 
change the business.   
 
• The recent talk to raise funds 
for Multiple Sclerosis held at the 
Red Lion, Bromsgrove on 28th 
September raised £415.08 for 
J.A.Y.S.  
 
• The Bush, St Johns, 
Worcester has changed hands. 
The new landlord and landlady 
are Paul and Anne who used to 
run the Blue Bell at Callow End. 
 
• Ian Stevenson’s Virtual Pint 
campaign raising money for 
Motor Neurone Disease 
Association closed on Friday 
2nd November reaching a 
staggering £4304.99 in total. 
The original target of £2000 was 
reached on 31st August. Ian will 
shortly be presenting a cheque 
to the Association, and wishes 
to thank everyone who donated 
a virtual pint or two. 
 
• The Huntsman (Green 
Street) has changed the beer 
range. Quite radical for a pub 
that hasn't changed anything 

Quick Halves 

Friar St, Droitwich 
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £2.99 
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach 

plus guest ales 
 

A traditional pub that offers a friendly 
atmosphere and staff who are always 

pleased to see you.  
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the 

charm that comes with a building that 
is over 300 years old.  

www. 
thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 
 

01905 770155 

The  
HOP POLE 
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TALBOT INN 
Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 
www.talbotinn.net 

 

• CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005 

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able 

• Large patio and garden 
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week 

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant 

The Fox Inn  
Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 
01562-777247  

 
 

Permanent real ales include  
Malvern Hills & Theakstons 

Best Bitter plus an ever 
changing guest ale 

 
 

Over 250 guest beers  
over the last 3 years! 

ALSO 

Traditional Thatcher’s  
Dry cider  

Traditional carvery &  
home cooked specials 

Scarfield Wharf 
Alvechurch 
Worcestershire 
 

0121 445 5111 

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

FREE HOUSE 
 

Enjoy lunch or an evening 
meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. Home cooked 

meals and bar snacks served daily.  
Resident & Guest Ales 

 (Sandwiches only on Tuesday & Wednesday) 
 

Redditch & Bromsgrove  
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005 

Glenda Harvey finds a great pub 

Little Gems 
QUEEN’S ARMS, 

BLEADON  

One Sunday we were travel-
ling back from Cornwall along 
the M5 and wanted a break for 
a midday meal. After search-
ing the GBG for easy access 
pubs from the motorway we 
came off at Junction 23 head-
ing for West Huntspill on the 
A38. However, the first pub 
we tried, the Crossways Inn, 
was so crowded we couldn’t 
get on the car park so we then 
tried the Royal Artillery Arms. 
This served cracking beer but 
wasn’t set up for food so 
armed with the GBG and a 
map and we found the entry 
for the Queen’s Arms at 
Bleadon (page 411). This time 

I phoned ahead and a very 
helpful lady gave us all the 
information we needed and 
even reserved a table for us. 
We found it quite easily and 
were so glad we did. What a 
gem! It’s a Butcombe brewery 
pub and the beers are served 
by gravity from the barrels 
behind the bar. The three we 
tried (Bitter, Blond and Gold) 
were all excellent and the food 
was very fine indeed. There 
were beer related sayings and 
mottos stencilled around the 
walls to keep us amused and 
all the staff were pleasant and 
friendly.  
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And Finally... The Manor Arms  
at Abberley 

Right on the Worcestershire Way   
CAMRA Member Offer  

25% Off Mon-Thu Night 
Accommodation 

 

A traditional country village inn 
with ingle nook fireplace & indi-
vidually furnished accommoda-

tion. Restaurant and bars serving 
quality home-cooked food.  

Friday fish night, Mon curry night   
Ales include - Hooky Bitter,  

London Pride, Wye Valley HPA, 
Flowers IPA,  

Timothy Taylors Landlord 
 

Large patio and garden 10 ensuite 
letting rooms available.  
Netherton Lane,  

Abberley Village, Worcs.  
WR6 6BD  

TEL. 01299 896507 
 

www.themanorarms.co.uk 

We’ve got over 20 years 
experience in your type of 
business. 
  Monthly bookkeeping  
  final accounts  
  payroll bureau 
  Stocktaking  
  vat returns   taxation 
  Business plans  
  raising finance 
  Legal services 
  health & safety 

 
ring paul evans  on 

01299 406025 
for a quotation &  

details of a free holiday 

 
 

Licensed Trade  
Accountants Limited 

Bridge House, Riverside North, 
Bewdley, DY12 1AB 

Employ Licensed Trade  
Accountants – The Specialists  

to do your Accounts. 

 

THE TALBOT 
KNIGHTWICK 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR6 5PH 

 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 

Email: info@the-talbot.co.uk 

For further information and details of Christmas and  
New Year Menus please visit our website  

www.the-talbot.co.uk  

Presents for the evening of Friday 28th December and for  
Saturday 29th December while stocks last 

6 HAND PULLED ALES 
Cannon Royall  - Winter Ale 

Hobsons - Old Henry 
Sarah Hughes - Snowflake 

Kinver - Winterale 
Mighty Oak - Bingle Jells 

Teme Valley Brewery - Hearthwarmer 
Supported by a hearty menu (featuring no turkey whatsoever!) 

The Talbot @ Knightwick  
Home of The Teme Valley Brewery 

Fuzzy Logic 
Whether or not they ever see 
the light of day, it can’t be 
denied that some of the best 
ideas in human history have 
been formed over a pint in the 
pub. The Campaign for Real 
Ale (CAMRA) has published 
Fuzzy Logic, a collection of 
these weird and wonderful 
revelations, and author Tom 
Waine is looking for the Great 
British public to submit their 
own “eureka” moments. 
Some of the ideas in Fuzzy 
Logic include:  
The cheese Easter Egg. For 
those who prefer savoury to 
sweet, try this egg-shaped 
cheesy treat. 
Telescopic heel stilettos. La-

dies, never fear that agonising 
walk home from the pub 
again, with these ingenious 
and (possibly) stylish collapsi-
ble high heels. 
The human catflap. Never get 
locked out in the cold again.  
 Fuzzy Logic author Tom 
Waine said: “Ever since there 
have been pubs, people have 
talked a load of nonsense in 
them. Every day of every 
week, pub geniuses across the 
land sit in the comfort of their 
local, dreaming up schemes to 
make a quick buck. 
“I’ve been extremely fortunate 
to witness some truly magnifi-
cent tosh being talked in pubs 
all around the country, and the 
best ideas are all gathered in 
Fuzzy Logic. Other pub gen-
iuses can log their ideas at 
www.pubideas.com.” 
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Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated. 

 
Kidderminster sub-branch (07818 401046) 

Sat 12 Jan Regional Pub of the Year Presentation - Bell, Pensax WR6 
6AE 12 noon 

  
Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (07842135354) 

Tue 11 Dec Branch meeting - Unionist Club, Bromsgrove B61 7JS (GBG short-
listing) 

Sat 15 Dec Social event - Studley crawl 12 noon (Christmas Social) 
Tues 8 Jan Branch Meeting - Weighbridge, Alvechurch B48 7SQ (Bromsgrove 

Beer Festival Planning) 
Tues12 Feb Branch Meeting - Old Cock, Droitwich WR9 8EQ, 8pm (GBG Se-

lection) 
 

 

Worcester branch (01684 573018) 
Sat 8 Dec Black Country Trip - Highgate brewery Tour (booking essential)  
Tue 11 Dec Festive branch meeting - The Saracen's Head, Worcester WR1 

1HD 
Tue 18 Dec Social event - Huntsman, Kempsey WR5 3QB 
Fri 21 Dec  Christmas social - Worcester & chinese meal at Angel Chef - meet 

at Plough, Worcester WR1 2HN 
Sat 12 Jan West Malvern social - meet at Brewers Arms WR14 4BQ 
Tue 15 Jan Branch meeting - The Cricketers, Angel St, Worcester WR1 3QT 
Tue 19 Feb Branch meeting -  The Dragon, The Tything, Worcester WR1 1JT 
 
  

Shakespeare branch (01789 778726) 
Covering Evesham area 

 

CAMRA Beer Festivals 
 

National Winter Ales Festival 
New Century Hall, Manchester 

January 16th - 19th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
For more information on these events go to 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2008 

 

Pint Taken is published by 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  
Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 
real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  
Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-
lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  
Cookhill,  
Alcester,  
B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 
Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  
 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  
available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Hereford & Worcester  
Trading standards: 

28-30 Foregate Street, 
Worcester, WR1 1DS 

Tel: 01905 765373 

CAMRA Ltd: 
230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 

Items for publication should be sent by January 31st 2008 
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PINT TAKEN (WORCESTERSHIRE) 
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Voted '2005 Midland Mild of the year' CAMRA, '2004 Mild of the year' SIBA and three times winner 
at the International Brewing Awards. judges from around the world agree that Highgate Dark Mild 
is big on taste. 
 
We've been producing ales from the nations heart for over 100 years. Small enough to keep in 
touch with our drinkers, but big enough to serve leading pub compa-
nies across the UK.  
 
This is one instance where bigger is better. 

No. 4 The Trinity, 
Worcester 

WR1 2PN 
 

Open 7 days a week 

Note: 
1. Bring this advert to the shop and 

receive 10% discount on purchases 
of three bottles (cider/perry) or 
more. Valid until 31/12/2007. 

2.  We can also supply wholesale. 
 
Please contact: info@trinitynews.co.uk  

Bottled ciders and perries from 
Burrow Hill, Dunkertons, Gregg’s Pitt, 
Knights, Norbury’s, Oliver’s, Sarah’s 

and Sheppy’s in stock 
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