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Celebrate the best of Hereford and Worcestershire's CAMRA Beer Festivals

Summer Time Cheer is Here

CAMRA Beer Festival organisers and their committee members will be working hard over
the next few weeks to ensure
that visitors to the three main
CAMRA festivals in Hereford
and Worcestershire are in for
a good time.

and perry makers by visiting
one of the festivals. The anticipation is that with many people deciding to enjoy a holiday
in the United Kingdom this
summer the festivals will be
busier than ever.

ANTICIPATION

Organisers have confirmed
that preparations for the festivals in Hereford, Bromsgrove
and Worcester have included
placing orders for more beer,
cider and perry than in previ-

With so much gloom and
doom of late, what better way
to celebrate all that is truly
great about our brewing heritage and the skills of our cider

ORDERS ARE UP
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ous years and that more volunteers have already offered
their support to ensure a great
welcome awaits visitors both
old and new.
HEREFORD'S FIFTH
The Beer on the Wye V opens
on Friday 3rd July and runs
until Sunday 5th July. As in
previous years music and
entertainment will be available
throughout the weekend in
the marquee situated on the
Continued on page 15

Cy Day uses verse to recall a busy day out using the Metro

Midland Metrode
February 28th, sunny, with a
slight chill,
six members met at Birmingham Snow Hill,
to use the metro for a pub
crawl,
anticipating plenty of good
beer for all.
We began at Wolverhampton,
as far as we could go,
the brilliant Great Western
and Holden's Golden Glow.
The pub was packed out, a
sea of gold;
Wolves were at home, so we
were told.
Next was the Trumpet, Bilston, and Springhead Jack,
and we were joined by a seventh, to boost the pack.
Close by is the Olde White

Rose, a wonderful pub,
with CAMRA discounts and
quality grub.
Wednesbury Parkway, and
then a long trek,
to the Waggon and Horses thirsty as heck!
Home to Toll End brewery,
they make their own beer,
Ocker Ale and Coal 'ole gave
me plenty of cheer!
Another long walk from the
next metro stop,
the Coachmakers Arms was
more than a hop.
Enville, Phoenix IPA and sport
on TV,
watching England at cricket
and six nations rugby.
On to the Vine, we were in no
hurry,

only one beer, but very good
curry.
Slater's Owzat, and a saag
paneer,
more rugby to watch – England to cheer!
A gem of a pub, the Black
Eagle, Hockley,
was our next port of call, and
the last for me.
It's bad that Saturday, last
train is at 9,
when Monday to Friday 11 is
fine.
Lord Clifden, Church Tavern,
and Old Joint Stock,
were the pubs visited later by
the rest of the flock.
Having drunk their fill, and
time getting late,
they all went home, but the
day had been great.
(With thanks to my coorganiser, Dave Pritchard)

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ
0121 445 5111
Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11
Saturday 12- 4 & 7 - 11
Sunday 12 - 4 & 7 - 10.30

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub.
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served seven days a week.
(Special offers on Tuesdays & Wednesdays)
A selection of real ales from independent breweries
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005 & 2007
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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Brett Laniosh reports back from the CAMRA Members’ Weekend

Campaigning on the Coast
In April the CAMRA
(Campaign for Real Ale) Members’ Weekend and AGM was
held in Eastbourne and a number of members from Redditch & Bromsgrove and
Worcester branches attended
the event.
The Members’ Weekend
comprises a variety of social
and campaigning activities
and with over 850 members
present, is a great way to
meet others in CAMRA, find
out what is going on and influence policy.
BEER TAX
DEMONSTRATION
Highlights for this year included a beer tax demonstration at the picturesque and
historic Harveys brewery in
Lewes. Guest speaker Miles
Jenner (Harveys Brewery)
referred to the threat to the
British pub. This theme was
continued by the second
speaker Martyn Hillier who
took the opportunity to promote the idea of the “micropub”. Martyn runs the
Butcher’s Arms in Herne Bay,
the original micro-pub. The
micro-pub’s defining characteristic is a small (typically

single room)
specialist real ale
pub. Martyn
recommends
closed down
charity shops for
conversion as
these offer low
rents and are
easy to manage. Certainly
those attending Eastbourne
Members’ Weekend found the
talk enlightening and a welcome antidote to the negative
messages coming from the
pub trade.
NETWORKING
The beer exhibition, brewery
trips and pub crawls offered
those present an opportunity
to “network” with members
from all over the UK. Motions
for debate covered a wide
range of topics and themes.
These included the decision
by Carlsberg to close the historic Tetley Brewery in Leeds,
pub campaigning, the up and
coming Irish republic real ale
scene and the cask breather.
The latter is a device that allows cask beer to be kept
beyond its normal three day
shelf life.

Miles Jenner from Harveys and Paula Waters
CAMRA's Chairman highlight taxation on UK Beer

AWARDS
A number of awards
were presented including this year’s real ale
campaigner of the year
which went to John
Blake for his work in
setting up a very successful real ale festival
at Ascot racecourse.
More locally, congratulations go to Potteries
CAMRA (most improved
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website) and Shakespeare
CAMRA (most improved
newsletter – the excellent
Shakesbeer).
CAMRA members can find out
how the various motions fared
and download images and
resources relating to the
Members’ Weekend from the
volunteers area of
www.camra.org.uk
Next year’s event will be held
on the Isle of Man – see you
there?

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340
Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

The licensee’s view from

The other side of the Bar
Your Names: John and
Trudy Greaves.
Your Pub and location: The
Bell, Pensax.
What makes for a successful real ale pub? Good quality real ale served in a warm
and welcoming atmosphere
with an interesting selection
of local micros.
CAMRA - help or hindrance?
CAMRA have been very
supportive ever since we
arrived - ten years in August.
The Pint Taken magazine is
very well received and looked
for, it goes out really quickly.
It's a good way of keeping in
touch and customers bring in
CAMRA magazines from other
areas.
Most memorable event last

year: The annual beer festival
at the end of June is always a
good event but probably it
was being awarded Worcestershire Life Country Pub of
the Year as well as being Kidderminster CAMRA Pub of the
Year.
Biggest challenge facing pubs
this year: Trying to survive!
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Giving value for money in
a climate that's not very
helpful to small businesses. We try to support
local breweries whilst
being realistic about
prices.
Single wish for the future: Trudy: to retire to
Portugal! John: to stay in
the pub and be successful
for as long as I can.
Favourite tipple: John:
Beer is my favourite for starters, so many I can't pick just
one; Bathams when it's good.
Trudy: Timothy Taylors Best
Most enjoyable thing to do
when away from the pub:
Sleep! Lunchtime beer and
food at another real ale pub.

Local
News
BREWING RETURNS TO
STUDLEY
Weatheroak Ales have moved
to new premises in Studley. A
former laboratory at a small
industrial site has been refurbished to accommodate four
brewing vessels and other
brew related equipment.
David Smith and son Toby
have set up the five barrel
plant and will be brewing beer
for their off-licence at Alvechurch, local pubs and clubs.
Weatheroak Ales also supply
beer further afield using SIBA,
the national sales scheme, so
they should be kept very busy
at the new Studley brewery.
This isn't the first brewery at
Studley; in 1887 the 'J.
Thompson Brewery and Inn'
brewed beer under the slogan, ' sound and clear' at a site
adjacent to the Bell Inn, Alcester Road; now occupied by
the Co-op car park. At it's
height J. Thompson supplied
beer to six local pubs, five of
these were owned - the Barley
Mow, Coach and Horses,
Needlemakers, Turks Head,
Alcester, Bell Inn, Headless
Cross and the Throckmorton
Arms, Coughton which was
leased. In 1937 John Thompson died; his son carried on
the business until it was sold
in 1960 to Mitchells and Butler, Cape Hill, Birmingham.

Pershore the Angel Inn recently re-opened having undergone extensive refurbishment. Of Tudor origin and
constructed from old ship’s
timbers brought down the
river by boat, it is reputed that
the Angel Inn has been host to
Queen Elizabeth I and
‘highwayman’ Capt. Thomas
Dangerfield.

information hadbeen provided
regarding the viability of the
business as an existing public
house. The proposal conflicted with Policy CN 17 of the
Malvern Hills District Local
Plan. Whether an appeal will
be launched remains to be
seen.

MORGAN REFUSED

Prescott Ales is a brand new
brewery based in the centre of
Cheltenham and has launched
a range of three ales linked to
the famous Prescott Hill Climb
(Home of the Bugatti Owners
Club UK). The first three Prescott Ales are Hill Climb, Track
Record and Grand Prix. Each
has a unique Art Deco image
depicting
the golden
age of motor
sport.

The conversion of the Morgan, Malvern to four residential units has been rejected by
Council planners in Malvern.
The reason for refusal was
insufficient demonstration to
the satisfaction of the Local
Planning Authority that the
premises had been marketed
thoroughly to ascertain
whether the public house
could be retained as a building
in community service. Also no

ANGEL RE-OPENS
Situated in the high street and
overlooking the River Avon in
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NEW BREWERY LAUNCH
IN SOUTH MIDLANDS

Fancy a pint at the biggest pub in the world?

Great British Beer Festival
The Great British Beer Festival
(GBBF), Earls Court, is almost
upon us once again, celebrating some of the best real ales,
ciders, perries and foreign
beers from around the world.
60,000 people attended last
year’s showcase for British
real ale and over 1,000
CAMRA volunteers gave up
their time to construct the
bars, steward, and serve the
beer to name but a few roles.
TRUE SUCCESS
It is therefore no surprise that
GBBF organiser Marc Holmes
described the event as a ‘true
success for CAMRA and the
real ale and pub industry’.
As well as the variety of
beer on show, there’s plenty

THE OLD OAK

to occupy people at this year’s
Festival, with an array of traditional pub games, live music
and tutored beer tastings by
some of the industry’s leading
experts. The festival is also a
great opportunity to sample
some traditional pub grub and
a variety of foreign cuisine.
TUTORED TASTINGS
Tickets for 2009 are now available and can be pre-ordered
for a discounted price from
the ticketing website at
www.seetickets.com/gbbf.
With such demand at the door
of Earls Court for tickets, preordering is a sure fire way of
not missing out on the Festival
fun! Tutored tastings can also
be booked on this website. If
you would like to join some of
the beer world’s biggest
names such as Roger Protz,
Jeff Evans, Tim Webb, Melissa
Cole and Simon Jackson in a
tutored journey of taste and
variety, then pre-book as limited places get booked up
very quickly.
CELEBRATE OUR
HERITAGE

Stonebow Road,
Drakes Broughton,
WR10 2AP
(01905) 840239

∗ Traditional village pub
∗ Large enclosed beer garden
∗ Food available daily
∗ Home-cooked Sunday
lunches
(booking advisable)

∗ Outside bar now available
for your special occasion

The Great British Beer Festival
offers the chance for attendees to forget the credit
crunch blues and sample
some of the world’s finest
craft beer creations amongst
thousands of other likeminded individuals. Join
CAMRA at Earls Court in August for what promises to be
an unforgettable celebration
of Britain’s national drink!
For further information visit
the official GBBF website at
www.gbbf.org.uk
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OPENING TIMES
Tuesday 4th August 5pm to
10.30pm; Wednesday 5th to
Friday 7th 12noon to 10.30pm
and Saturday 8th 11am to
7pm
COMPETITION TIME!
CAMRA is offering the chance
to win 25 pairs of tickets to the
Great British Beer Festival at
Earls Court in August. For a
chance to win free tickets to
the Festival, answer the question below correctly and submit your answer, name and
address to:
jon.howard@camra.org.uk by
Friday July 10th 2009. Entries
can also be posted to
Jon Howard, GBBF Comp,
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St
Albans, Herts, AL1 4LW.
Winners of the tickets will be
notified by Friday July 17th.
Competition question
How many people attended
last year’s Great British Beer
Festival?
a)
20,000
b)
40,000
c)
60,000
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News from Kidderminster sub-branch

The Retired

Bewdley Festival
A festival to celebrate the reopening of Bewdley Museum
coincided with the annual
Mug House Beer Festival on
May Day Bank Holiday weekend. The Mug House had 15
different real ales served from
casks in the garden besides
their usual four on the bar.
MUCKLOW'S MILD
Bewdley Brewery introduced
their Mucklow's Mild at the
festival, a strong, sweetish
dark fruity mild with a hint of
liquorice with an ABV of 6%. It
was well received and sold
out by Saturday.
Also making their debut at
the festival were Severn Valley
Cider, a totally organic cider
brand sourced from apples

grown exclusively in the Severn Valley. The clear cider has
a dry taste and a honey colour
and is full of complex apple
flavours. There were also
seven other ciders on offer.
The festival was very well
attended with the garden, bar
and river frontage all being
well used. There were various
styles of musical entertainment over the weekend.

Soldier
Newtown Road, Link Top
Malvern WR14 1PD

The best
“smallest pub in
Malvern”
3 Real Ales
and more to come

FREE BEER
As part of the festivities Bewdley Brewery held two open
days where the public were
invited to visit the brewery,
see brewing in action, and
have a free sample of the
beer.

Meeting room available
contact Steve
Tel 07880 652317
Mon - Thu 5 - 11.30
Fri - Sun

12 - 11.30

Hollies Hill, Bromsgrove Road, Belbroughton, Stourbridge.
Booking Advisable.
Meals served all day (12 noon - 9pm)
Large beer gardens, Traditional guest ales, Extensive wine list.

Telephone:
01562
730 332
WWW.THE-FOUR-WINDS.CO.UK
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Worcester CAMRA promotes local brewers

It's Locale here!
The Worcester branch of
CAMRA is recruiting pubs to
take part in the Locale scheme
which promotes beers brewed
within 30 miles of the pub's
location.

scheme lets people know that
they can consistently get local
beers at the pubs which take
part and that those pubs are
supporting the local community and brewers.'

BENEFITS

GET ONE HERE!

The scheme is aimed at drawing customer's attention to the
benefits of local beers and
breweries not just in the quality and diversity of the product
but also the savings in transport costs and fuel.
Alan Grainger, Chairman of
Worcester branch said, 'I always look for local beers
wherever I go in the country,
but sometimes it's not easy to
find pubs which regularly sell
beers brewed nearby. This

The following pubs have
shown a commitment to join
the scheme by serving a locally brewed beer.
The Brewers Arms, West Malvern; the Bridge, Stanford
Bridge; Flyford Arms, Flyford
Flavell; The Fox, Monkwood
Green; the Galton Arms,
Himbleton; the Oak, Upton
Snodsbury; the Plough,
Worcester; the Nags Head,
Malvern Link and the Swan,
Newland.

The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £2.99
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
A traditional pub that offers a friendly
atmosphere and staff who are always
pleased to see you.
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the
charm that comes with a building that is
over 300 years old.

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155
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Editoreale
Spare a thought
for our American cousins as
legislators in
Oregon are proposing to raise
the beer tax from $2.60 per
US barrel to $49.60 a rise of
1,200%! At the same time,
another 23 states are looking
to increases as well, although
not necessarily by as much.
State beer taxes have not
been raised in some states for
the last 40 years. Sadly our
own Government just keeps
on raising them.
SIZE DOES MATTER
Armed with this piece of information I looked at the Oregon
beer market and discovered
that there are currently 60
craft brewers in the state of
Oregon. I wondered how
many we have around
Worcestershire and Herefordshire and counted 20, with at
least 60 across the West Midlands region. Just for comparison the area occupied by the
United Kingdom is roughly the
size of Oregon. Can you imagine only 60 craft brewers in
the United Kingdom?

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

This That T’other blond
3.7% ABV

Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale
with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt
balanced by
hops. A beer
for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases
delicate
Goldings
fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich, smooth
character
that is in a
class of its
own.

Seasonal Beers:
June - Haycocks 4.0%
July - The Dark Stranger 4.4%
Tasting notes now listed on Cyclops www.cyclopsbeer.co.uk

The Talbot - Knightwick
Worcester CAMRA Pub of the Year 2007
Teme Valley Market June 14th, July 12th, August 9th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420

EXPERIENCE
The conclusion of my research is that having great
brewers around us producing
beer styles for all tastes, we
should experience their skills
by visiting the Beer Festivals
that are taking place this summer across the County. I hope
you have a great time!
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA presents a new award

Club of the Year
Members of the Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA branch
recently attended Bromsgrove
Rugby Football Club to present Ron Titt, Operations Manager, with their Club of the
Year award.
SELECTION
The Club
was one of
several that
had been
'mystery
shopped' by
a team of
local branch
members to
judge the
quality of
the beers
available

and the welcome offered to
visitors.
The Club will now go forward to the next round to
decide this year's West Midlands Regional Club of the
Year winner. Currently this
title is held by the Somer's
Club, Halesowen.

21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN
2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR

WE SERVE
UP TO

14 REAL ALES
5 REAL CIDERS
&

6 BEERS FROM THE CONTINENT

WE PUT THE ‘ALES’
INTO HALESOWEN
FIND US 10 MINS WALK FROM
HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE ON
THE STOURBRIDGE ROAD
(NO 9 BUS PASSES THE PUB)
Presentation of the Club of the Year award to Ron Titt and members
of the Bar staff at Bromsgrove Rugby Football Club

WE’RE IN THE
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE

Regular changing guest ales
including
Purity Ubu, Enville
and Speckled Hen
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Promoting the Pub

Local Pubs
Week
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA has set a date for its
Local Pubs Week. It will be
from 19th to 26th July following on from the Bromsgrove
Beer Festival.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of holding a
Local Pubs Week are to raise
the profile and importance of
pubs in the community; to
encourage people of all ages
and backgrounds to use community pubs and visit the pub
more often than they currently
do and to encourage pubs to
organise events during the
week to entice more trade.
ACTIVITIES
The focus this year will be on
Redditch and the surrounding

area following recent announcements of the growing
Real Ale scene in Redditch.
Activities planned so far are
an Ale Trail by public transport, pub crawls and a presentation to a Redditch pub that
has shown commitment to
serving great Real Ale. It is
hoped to have more details in
the local press prior to the
event.
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Glenda Harvey reports on Kidderminster CAMRA's first brewery visit

A Kinver day trip
Kidderminster sub branch
recently organised their very
first brewery trip to the Kinver
Brewery in Kinver.
WARM WELCOME
At the brewery we were made
extremely welcome by the
Kinver brewers, Dave, Ian, Phil
and Dave's wife Carol and
were given the opportunity to
sample their Crystal Ale. We
split into two parties for the
informative talk about the
brewing process which Ian
delivered with great enthusiasm and passion, allowing us
to compare the different malts
and smell the hops.
MORE SAMPLES
After purchasing Brewery

shirts and spending a splendid
time there we all, brewers
included, carried on to the
Vine, Kinver where we sampled more well kept beers as
well as having lunch.
Following this tasty repast
we made our way to the Constitutional Club, Kinver where
another fine array of ten ales
awaited us. Everyone was in
extremely good spirits by this
time and the journey back to

the Bell, Pensax was enlivened by some singing and
much banter.
PLANS FOR MORE?
The day was rounded off at
the Bell where everyone
agreed I could organise a
'party' in a brewery! Many
thanks to the Kinver brewers
for an exceptional visit and to
Gerald for doing all the driving.

We have a passion for Real Ale and a beautiful setting for you to enjoy our
great Beers in!
We always have on offer our House Ale, the delicious light ale HPA and
two rotating guest beers.
Full details of our beers of the week may be found on our web site
www.queens-head-inn.co.uk
Our venue is available for weddings & functions and also has a
comprehensive bar and restaurant menu.
With our superb canal-side location and friendly team, the Queen's Head Inn
is the place to be this summer!
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Neil, Les and Sue Overton invite you to

The Defford Arms
UPTON ROAD, DEFFORD VILLAGE, WR8 9BD Tel: 01386 750378

Cask Marque Accredited

BII Registered
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open log fire
Family run
Landscaped beer garden
Annabel - the pub ghost
Rural pub
Traditional values

Open: Mon - Fri 12-2; 5-11 Sat 12-12 Sun 12-6

FOUR CASK BEERS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

s
ht Bas
Draug

Wye
Va

lley
B

Wells Bo
mb

itter

body
Dorothy Good
Golden Ale

Tayl
ors L
andl
ord
ardier

Valley
Wye

Fullers

London

HP A

Pride
Monday
Homemade curry and a pint night £4.95
Tuesday
Pies and a pint night £6.95

A good selection of
home cooked food

Saturday
Steak night
Sunday roast
Food served:
Mon-Fri 12-2, 5-9
Sat 12-9
Sun 12-4
14

Continued from page 1 banks of
the River Wye at Hereford
Rowing Club, Riverside
Meadow HR4 0BE. More details available at
www.herefordcamra.org.uk

7TH BROMSGROVE
BEER FESTIVAL
Despite the strange weather
conditions last year's
Bromsgrove Beer Festival was
a great success. To improve
on this the organisers have
ordered a larger marquee and
104 beers this year. Due to the
increasing demand for cider
and perry 36 different varieties
are being selected along with
a selection of fruit wines.
The Festival runs from
Thursday 9th to Saturday 11th
July with Thursday being a
CAMRA members only evening. Full details are available
on the website
www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk

10TH WORCESTER
CAMRA BEER, CIDER AND
PERRY FESTIVAL
Last year the Worcester Beer,
Cider and Perry Festival
proved to be more popular

than ever with 9,300 people
visiting the event, including Oz
Clarke and James May who
both joined CAMRA at the
festival.
This year over 10,000 attendees are expected to
celebrate the tenth anniversary festival that will be held
on a new site on Pitchcroft
racecourse which will mean
that people won’t have to
walk so far but more importantly it is on higher firmer
ground so the going will not
be soft this time! Another
change will be that the band
tent will be separate to the
main tent allowing people to
have a quiet pint or enjoy the
music. However, everything
else will be the same as
usual, a fantastic selection of
over 200 ales and 100 ciders
and perries, several fruit and
grape wines and a good selection of food and soft drinks.
To celebrate the tenth festival the organisers are
hoping to have on sale
the Champion Beers of
Britain from the last ten
years as well as all the
previous Champion
Beers of the Festival.
The festival will be
held from Thursday
13th to Saturday 15th
August with a selection
of blues, rock and folk
bands playing over the
Thursday and Friday
evenings, and all day
on Saturday. Plus, for
the first time ever, and
in conjunction with the
Worcester Festival, which
starts on the 15th August,
there will be a comedy act.
Advance tickets available, and
recommended for Friday
night, from the website
15

www.worcesterbeerfest.
org.uk and from Worcester
Live box office 01905 611427.

Uphampton Lane
Uphampton, Ombersley,
Worcestershire
Tel: 01905 620305
Home of Uphampton ales
from the
Cannon Royall Brewery
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE &
AWARD WINNER

Richard Reynolds of Barbourne Cider completes his

Diary of a Worcestershire Cider Maker
JUNE 2008
The Three Counties Agricultural Show held around midsummer in Malvern hosts a
great exhibition of cider and
perry which includes an international competition, displays
of traditional equipment, producer stands, and tutored
tastings for the general public.
All of this takes up one end of
the Severn Hall at the centre
of the showground and is
something that Barbourne
Cider is proud to be part of.
In 2008, we entered all
classes of the competition
along with 34 other producers
including the likes of Bulmers,
Westons and Hecks. In the
end we were pleased to win
2nd prize in the Dry Cider
Class and the overall prize for
Best in County for Worcestershire. For the duration of the
show we manned a stand
exhibiting our fayre in the
Food Hall and took great
pleasure in trying to quench
the thirst of the farriers, who
enjoyed quaffing pints of the
good stuff from dawn ‘til dusk.

AUGUST 2008
The third week in August signals the start of the annual
Worcester Beer, Cider & Perry
Festival held on the racecourse just round the corner
from us. The guys in charge
make a real effort, buying in a
huge range of products from
cider makers all over the
country; the festival goers do
this justice by draining the lot.
Before the festival starts, we
rack our draught ciders and
perries into tubs ready for

JULY 2008
In the height of the summer all
of our time is spent barrelling
up and delivering draught
cider and perry in five gallon
tubs to local beer festivals
such as CAMRA’s Bromsgrove
Beer Festival and serving our
loyal pubs such as the Plough
in Worcester and the Wellington in Birmingham. Cider and
perry still remain mysteriously
more popular in the summer
months.
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serving, some of our best stuff
is always kept in reserve for
this occasion. The tubs are
then delivered to the site in
time for the opening night on
Thursday where a congregation of local cider makers can
be found eyeing up the competition. In 2008 this really
turned out to be a 'Who’s
Who' of cider making in the
three counties, with all the
usual suspects enjoying some
gossip and a bit of good humoured banter.

Six Morris sides, beer, cider and a barbeque

“An essential
resource for
Pub Quizzes”

Dodford revels
After almost three
years of campaigning
the Dodford Inn. Dodford has finally reopened its doors to
visitors.

Create thousands of
original
questions on
International Units
and Symbols.
aA Gg kK TT

OVERWHELMED
Having had time to
plan for a quiet opening prior to the official
one, and expecting to
see a few visitors for the first
weekend they were open,
licensees Richard and Minnie
Scott were literally overwhelmed with the response
they received. For much of the
day the queue for the bar
commenced outside the front
door! But good weather, a
barbeque and entertainment
kept everyone in a festive
mood.

Dodford Inn has special
memories and for Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA members it was the location for
beer festivals in conjunction
with the Bromsgrove Folk
Club that led to the beginnings
of the Bromsgrove Beer Festival with the first one being
held in July 2003.

How many SI units
are named after
British scientists?
For details see:
www.simetricmatters.com
A Dictionary Of
International Units
by Philip Bladon
Av ai l ab l e fr om
Internet bookstores
and good bookshops

SPECIAL PLACE
Six different Morris and Appalachian dance sides performed
to the delight of visitors and
members of 'Fairfield Folk'
performed a number of songs.
For a number of people the

102 Mount Pleasant
Redditch
Worcestershire
B97 4JH
Telephone:
01527 402299

Four ales on sale
Regular Ales
Timothy Taylor’s - Landlord
Greene King - Abbot Ale

Current Guest Ales
Holden's - Golden
Glow
Purity - Pure Gold

Opening times:
12 till Late Every Day except Tuesday 5 till late

Cask Marque approved
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Paul Richards and the Young Members sample Coventry Beer Festival

Train to Coventry
On a strangely sunny morning
of the last day of British Winter Time several of us decided
to visit Coventry’s beer festival. We found ourselves a
very brisk train in Birmingham
and were soon arming ourselves with glasses and programmes. On the way to the
bar we met up with young
members from Stourbridge,
Birmingham and Wolverhampton branches. But before
we had a cosy catch-up it was
time for a beer!

dark,
rich and
slightly
sweet
beer at
4.8%. I
also
tried a
Cornish
mild
from
Coastal
brewery
called
Merry Maidens.

GET ME STARTED

FESTIVAL SPECIAL

To get me started I tried the
first beer I saw; which was
Reservoir Hogs, a light copper
ale from Hoggleys in Northamptonshire, before returning
for a chat. At this point we
noticed that the rugby club
was filling up quickly, so out
came the programmes as we
planned out the beers we
wanted to try.
Like many people I love to
try beers with wacky names,
so I picked out Blue Monkey
Golden Ale. However it was
not to be; as when I sought
out the beer a festival volunteer told me that others had
beaten me to it! So instead I
sampled a similar golden beer
that was nearby; called Six
from Breconshire Brewery.
This was very refreshing.

At this point we noticed that
the festival catering was rapidly running out of supplies,
and with only an hour of the
lunch-time session remaining
we took the opportunity to do
a bit of pub crawling, but not
before some Rhubarb and
Custard! This was a festival
special 5% pale ale from
Church End Brewery, and
despite the cloudiness it certainly had strong rhubarb
flavours. I decided to keep my
festival glass as a reminder to
myself to put the clocks forward the following day (the
logo was a pocket watch) but
unfortunately this plan didn’t
work!

NO LUCK
After braving the tombola and
winning only an extra go, I
decided to buck the golden
trend and try some milds. I
sampled an excellent premium mild from Leeds brewery called Midnight Bell, a

OPEN TO ALL
Every Sunday: Join us on our
pub game marathon as we
visit pubs around Redditch to
shoot some pool, play some
darts and most importantly
taste some ales! Meet in the
Seven Stars, Redditch at 8pm.
Our young member events
are open to all, regardless of
age or CAMRA membership.
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For further details and forthcoming events, check out the
Young Member’s web page at
www.rbcamra.org.uk, e-mail
ym@rbcamra.org.uk or join
our Facebook group, Redditch
& Bromsgrove CAMRA Young
Members.

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE
01299
896677
Herefordshire & Worcestershire
CAMRA Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004 and 2007
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA members try a new beer

Weatheroak Hill Award
On the same day that the
Bromsgrove Rugby Club presentation took place (see page
11), the Coach & Horses,
Weatheroak were holding a
beer festival. This seemed an
appropriate time to present an
award from the Redditch Winter Ale Festival as judged by
the visitors to the festival.
STUNNED
Brewer Mark Shepperd was
stunned when informed by
Gary Meads of the Coach &
Horses that one of his new
brews had delighted drinkers
so much it had been awarded
second place and Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA would
like to present him with an
award.

Mark Shepperd (centre) and Gary Meads with their first award

WEATHEROAK HILL
BITTER
The brew in question was
Weatheroak Hill Bitter, or WHB
as the locals prefer to call it.
Mark only commenced brewing on the new six barrel plant
late last year and with demand
for his beers being so great an
additional fermenter is due for
delivery soon.

RANGE
Weatheroak Hill Bitter (4.2%)
is part of a range of three ales
available from the Weatheroak
Hill Brewery. The other two
are Iknield Pale Ale (3.8%) and
Radford Ale (4.7%).
A more detailed report on
the Brewery is planned for
Pint Taken as soon as Mark
has time to spare!

• Traditional British Food
• Real Ales - Wells Bombardier &
guest beers
• Real Tardebigge Cider
• Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine
• Discount on meals for cardcarrying CAMRA members
• Walkers and coach parties
welcome

BEER FESTIVAL - JULY 3RD, 4TH AND 5TH
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New publication

Cider

CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, has released a new
book unearthing the secrets of
one of Britain’s most legendary craft industries, the production of cider and perry.
‘Cider’ is a lovingly-crafted
exploration into the world of
apples and pears, celebrating
some of the industry’s pioneering characters and events,
whilst travelling the length and
breadth of cider country to
form one of the most comprehensive cider and perry publications to date.
‘Cider’ is written, compiled
and visualised thanks to a
collaboration of leading experts on the subject, bringing
together freelance journalists,
producers and even self-

confessed enthusiasts
from the CAMRA membership!
Due to this panel of
knowledge, no stone is
left unturned for the
reader, with information
on where to find cider
retailers at home or
abroad, how to match
cider with food, and, as a
light-hearted aside, how to
produce your own cider
or perry!
Lavishly illustrated and
offering a true insight into
the world of cider and
perry making, it captures
some of the characteristics
that make this industry so
treasured.
Domestically, cider is currently undergoing a revival
and ‘Cider’ reports that in the
past five years, the number of

producers has blossomed and
more real cider and perry is
now being produced than 15
years ago.
'Cider' costs £14.99 and is
available from CAMRA website “shop.camra.org.uk”

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.
We specialise in using real ales and ciders.
www.alewrightnow.co.uk
Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk
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Tel 07968 381890

The Weighbridge
Beer Festival

Friday 5th &
Saturday 6th June
24 Ales
plus

Cider, Perry
& Fruit Wines
Opening times
Friday 5pm - 11pm
Saturday 11am - 11pm
Food available all day
Entertainment
Morris Dancing
Samba Band
Saturday from 12pm

The Fox Inn
Chaddesley Corbett

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Three ever changing guest
real ales
Over 1500 guest beers
over the last nine years!

Fun Quiz night every
Thursday
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special
Live Music Friday Nights
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356
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Quick Halves
• 2009 marks Mikron Theatre
Company's 38th year of touring.
Mikron is a small touring theatre
company who tour on
narrowboat Tyseley, through
the inland waterways of Britain
in the summer and by road in
the autumn months. This year’s
tour will include two venues on
the Worcester & Birmingham
canal. Tues 21st July 8pm the
Weighbridge, Alvechurch and
Thurs 23rd July 8pm the
Anchor Inn, Diglis Basin,
Worcester. The performance at
both venues is “Tales from the
Thames …journeys up and
down the riverbank.” Toad,
Ratty and Mole make way for
Itchington, Gert and Roly our
trio of brave misfits as they
make their way up the Thames
in 2009. Mr. Itchington Scratchit
and Miss Gert Oarswell and
Master Roly Rollox will entertain
us all with their tales from the
riverbank.
• The Barnt Green Inn now
has three cask ales available. As
well as the established Timothy
Taylor Landlord and Black
Sheep, you can now get Old
Speckled Hen. Why not make
an evening of it and visit the
Victoria (two cask ales) at the
other end of the High Street as
well? Find out more about the
Barnt Green Inn at
www.barntgreeninn.co.uk
• The Good Beer Guide listed
Red Man in Kidderminster has
sadly closed following the
departure of landlord Richard
after 23 years at the pub.
• A fine range of bottled beers,
many from local breweries, can

be found at
Hodge Hill Nurseries Farm
Shop, on the A456 between
Blakedown and Kidderminster.
They also hold the occasional
beer tasting days. Recently
Dave Carr from Bewdley
Brewery was there to showcase
his beers and to talk about the
brewery.
• Stourport British Legion have
a quickly changing guest beer
range with ales from local
breweries as well as further
afield. CAMRA members are
welcome at this lively and busy
club where beers from
Hobsons, Bewdley and Cannon
Royall all feature regularly.

holding its first beer festival
on the 3rd, 4th and 5th July.
The pub is also serving real
Tardebigge cider on
handpump. Finally cardcarrying members who are
dining at the pub are entitled
to a discount on their meals.
• The Lygon Arms,
Feckenham recently reopened under the control of
Rod Chamberlain of the
Woodland Cottage, Redditch.
A beer festival was held to
commemorate St George's
day, with more planned for
the future.
• The Firefly, Worcester has
been refurbished and the
number of real ales on hand
pump increased to three.

• At the northernmost tip of
Kidderminster CAMRA's area
and half into Shropshire (the
pub actually straddles the
county boundary) stands the
Red Lion, Shatterford on the
main Kidderminster to
Bridgnorth road. A good
selection of real ales are
available with Bathams being
regularly served.

• The bottled ale range in
Morrisons, Bromsgrove is
now up to 63 varieties
featuring several promotional
ones. A new guest Real Ale in
a Bottle ale is Thwaites very
Nutty Black, a bottle
conditioned version of their
cask ale. For more details
contact Lee Kiteley on 01527
576713

• Guinness Premiership club
Worcester Warriors have been
inundated with requests to
supply real ale at the club and
have now acted. Warriors have
teamed up with Malvern Hills
Brewery (MHB) to develop the
exciting Warriors Black Pear
which will be served in the
Clubhouse Bar on every match
day.

• The Salmon's Leap,
Worcester is no more. The
demolition took place during
April in preparation for
building work to provide
further sports facilities for the
Kings School, Worcester.

• There are a few changes at
the Wildmoor Oak, Wildmoor
near junction 4 of the M5
motorway. The pub will be
22

Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
LAMB,
EASTBOURNE
Situated in the Old Town in
Eastbourne, on the High
Street is the Lamb. The pub
dates from the 12th or 13th
centuries, with part of the
cellars dating
back to the 11th
century. The
Lamb is therefore one of the
oldest pubs in
England. It had
close links to
the neighbouring Norman
church and
numerous ecclesiastical links
with local mo-

nastic orders.

The
Talbot

HIDDEN SECRETS
Both the exterior and interior
are wonderfully antique. Ancient features include the well,
a secret passage, gargoyles
and a crypted cellar. The bars
are also ancient and unspoilt,
serving Harveys Best and
other beers from the Harveys
range.

Newlands (road),
Pershore
...plus one other
guest ale
always
available.

Homemade food served
lunchtimes,
Tuesday to Saturday,
and Wednesday evening
Sunday Roast 2 - 4 pm

Open fires and a friendly
atmosphere—just look out for
the resident mimicking ghost!
Mon - Thurs 12 —3, 5 —11;
Fri - Sun 12—11

01386 553575
WR10 1BW
the-talbot@tiscali.co.uk

Walter de Cantelupe Inn
Main Road
Kempsey
WR5 3NA
01905 820572

HEADLESS CROSS,
REDDITCH

Serving well-kept ales since 1991
including Cannon Royall King’s Shilling, Wye Valley Dorothy
Goodbody’s Golden Ale, Timothy Taylor Landlord and one
regularly changing guest ale
10 minutes walk from the River Severn

01527 550448

Up to three guest
beers including
Hobsons
Town Crier

Dogs welcome
Walled garden for drinking & eating
Very good food from soup and sandwiches to exciting dishes
using fresh local produce
Open Tuesday - Saturday Lunchtime & Evening
Open for food all day on Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays
(until 7:30pm)

www.walterdecantelupe.co.uk
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Ian on: 07818 401046)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Sat 13 Jun
Sat 27 Jun
Tues 14 Jul
25 - 26 Jul
Aug

Visit to Ludlow Brewery SY8 1DJ
Beer Festival and Presentation Bell, Pensax WR6 6AE 2.00pm
Bewdley crawl meet at Black Boy, Bewdley DY12 2UE 7.45pm
Beer Festival - New Inn, Shrawley WR6 6TE
Visit Worcester and Bewdley Beer Festivals - check website for
details

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Doug on: 07842 135354)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tues 9 Jun
Mon 6 Jul
19 - 26 Jul

Branch Meeting - Droitwich pub crawl (see website for details)
Branch Meeting - Bromsgrove Beer Festival Set up B60 3DH
Local Pubs Week - see website for details of events

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
Tue 9 Jun
Fri 18 Jun
Tue 14 Jul
Sat 25 Jul
Mon 10 Aug

Branch Meeting - Plume of Feathers, Castlemorton WR13 6JB
Visit Beer Festival Swan, Newlands WR13 5AY (ring for details)
Branch Meeting - Royal Oak, Kinnersley WR8 9JR
Coach trip to Sheffield and Peak district (ring for more details)
Beer Festival setup Worcester Racecourse WR1 3EJ

Shakespeare branch (contact Vaughan on: 01789 766644)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
5th Hereford Beer & Cider Festival
Rowing Club, Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford HR4 0BE
July 3rd - 5th
7th Bromsgrove Beer Festival
Bromsgrove RFC, Finstall, Bromsgrove B60 3DH
July 9th - 11th
10th Worcester Beer Cider & Perry Festival
Pitchcroft, Worcester Racecourse, Worcester WR1 3EJ
August 13th - 15th
For more information on these events go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
Items for publication should be sent by July 31st 2009
© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2009
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Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around
the county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send four C5
stamped addressed envelopes to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,
B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201

PINT TAKEN (WORCESTERSHIRE)
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And Finally...
Herefordshire cider
strikes gold!
CAMRA’s National Cider and
Perry Championships 2009
featured 24 ciders and 20
perries, selected from different regions throughout the
country, and assessed on
aroma, flavour, finish and
personal enjoyment.
DOUBLE AWARD
In the National cider category,
Gwatkin of Herefordshire won
the Gold for Yarlington Mill,
which the judges described as
a smooth and rich cider with a
spirit aroma and taste that
resonates with the taste buds
to surprise and delight.
The Championships proved
a doubly special occasion for

Gwatkin
cider, after
also picking up the
Bronze medal in the perry
category for their Blakeney
Red perry.
FULL RESULTS
The full results of the CAMRA
National Cider and Perry
Championships are:
CIDER
GOLD – Gwatkin, Yarlington
Mill; SILVER (Joint) – Orchards, Wye Cider; 0SILVER
(Joint) – Rosie’s, Triple D Cider
PERRY
GOLD – Broadoak, Perry; SILVER – Seidr Dai, Painted Lady
Perry; BRONZE – Gwatkin,
Blakeney Red Perry

TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available
• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week
• Reservations accepted for
upstairs restaurant
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FREE HOUSE

REAL ALES:

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY
& Guest Beers
Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386
The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun

Foregate Street, Worcester
Tel. - 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local brewery's.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm
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