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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA celebrate success of their Eighth Festival

Big Hit for Henry
Bromsgrove Beer and Cider
Festival was declared a resounding success with 2275
visitors attending over the
festival weekend. So successful in fact that all the beer,
cider, perry and fruit wine was
finished by 9:00 pm on the
Saturday night
One couple enjoyed them-

selves so much that a proposal of marriage was made
and accepted!
FESTIVAL FACTS
Over 100 real ales (that is six
and a half thousand pints)
were served plus over 2000
pints of cider and perry. The
Beer of the Festival was Kinver

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA’s very
own Henry VIII - Richard Scarth

Decapitated, followed by
Bathams Mild and Black Hole
Milky Way. The Cider of the
Festival was West Croft
Janet’s Jungle Juice. Seventy
four new CAMRA members
signed up and kind hearted
visitors donated over £430 to
the festival charity, The Alzheimer's Society.
NEXT YEAR PLANNED
Next year’s event will be held
from 30th June to 2nd July
2010.

CAMRA slams January VAT rise

Tax Hike May Cause Problems for Pubs
CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, predicts that the
impact of a VAT hike to 20%
in January 2011 will force the
rate of pub closure to increase
above the current devastating
rate of 39 a week.
£1 TAX PER PINT
Mike Benner, CAMRA Chief
Executive, commented that in
the New Year many pub goers
will be hit with a VAT increase
that will push up the combined taxation on a pint of

beer to over a pound!
This is compounded by the
knowledge that the increase
will cause yet more well-run
community pubs to shut their
doors unless the government
acts. Relentless tax increases
on the nation’s pubs are contributing to pub closures, job
losses and a decline in community spirit.
The announcement of a
review into alcohol pricing
and taxation this autumn gives
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the government an opportunity to avoid the harm that this
VAT increase will impose on
pubs.
PRESSING
CAMRA will be pressing for
targeted measures to support
well-run community pubs.
These measures could include
a new class of business rate
relief for community pubs and
a compensatory reduction in
beer duty.

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.
We specialise in using real ales and ciders.
www.alewrightnow.co.uk
Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk
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Tel 07968 381890

CAMRA announces Champion Beer of Britain

Midlands Brewery Wins
BEST MOMENTS

After a year of local tasting
panels and regional heats
leading up to the finals,
CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, announced that Castle Rock (of Nottingham) brewery’s Harvest Pale was
crowned the ‘Best Beer’ in
Britain at the Great British
Beer Festival, Earls Court,
London.

Chris Holmes, Castle Rock
brewery Commercial Director,
said that the brewery had won
dozens of awards over the
past five to six years, but the
best moments had been since
the new brewer, Adrian
Redgrove, who started four
years ago, began producing
high quality, consistent beer.

SUPREME

TREBLE CAPACITY

The Nottingham brewed real
ale was judged the Supreme
Champion over a host of other
finalists in seven different beer
categories (Bitters, Best Bitters, Strong Bitters, Golden
Ales, Milds, Winter Beers, and
the Speciality class), including
beers from both small microbrewers and large regional
brewers.

Over the last 18 months the
brewery has been brewing at
capacity and because of the
success and popularity of
Harvest Pale, a new brew
house will open soon that will
treble the capacity of Castle
Rock.
With Castle Rock brewery

REFRESHING BEER
Roger Protz, of the final judging panel, praised the overall
winner saying that against
intense competition from
eight other brilliant beers,
Castle Rock Harvest Pale
stood out and was the unanimous choice of all the judges
for its great blend of tangy
hop and juicy malt. It is a wonderfully refreshing and complex beer.
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securing the Gold award for
2010, this year’s Silver went to
Timothy Taylor brewery’s
Landlord, whilst the Bronze
award went to Surrey Hills
brewery’s Hammer Mild.
CATEGORY WINNERS
Best Bitter: Landlord, Timothy
Taylor. Bitter: PG Steam,
RCH. Mild: Hammer Mild,
Surrey Hills. Strong Bitter:
Jaipur IPA, Thornbridge.
Golden Ale: Harvest Pale,
Castle Rock. Bottled: Admiral
Ale, St Austell. Speciality:
Chocolate Orange Stout, Amber. Winter: 1872 Porter, Elland

The licensee’s view from

The other side of the Bar
pantomime.
Biggest challenge facing
pubs this year: Making a
profit in the current economic climate. This has
been a hard recession. We
need to see our customers
more often.
Single wish for the future:
For more people to rediscover the welcoming atmosphere in the great British
pub.
Favourite tipple: Banks’s
Mild.
Most enjoyable thing to do
when away from the pub:
Gardening, amateur dramatics, spending time with my
granddaughter and relaxing
in the sun.

Your Name: Rupert Bowden
Your Pub and Location: The
Talbot, Chaddesley Corbett,
Worcestershire.
What makes for a successful real ale pub? Good beer;
customers like a well kept
pint. Making people welcome is also important so
that they have an experience
that they enjoy.
CAMRA – help or hindrance? CAMRA helps by
promoting the idea of good
beer and pubs which is in
the interests of licensees.
This is a good thing at the
moment.
Most memorable event last
year: Playing the part of an
ugly sister in the village

• Wells Bombardier & chang-

ing guest ales. Real ciders.
• We are in the 2010 CAMRA

Good Beer Guide
• Traditional British Food.

Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine.
• New menu available
• Discount on meals for card-

carrying CAMRA members
• Walkers and coach parties

welcome
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Local
News
LION ROARS AGAIN
The previously Punch Taverns
owned Lion Inn, Clifton upon
Teme is now a free house in
the hands of Steve Hickman
and Andy Probyn. Steve has
formerly run the Eagle Vaults
and the Cardinals Hat,
Worcester plus ten years at
the Red Lion, Malvern, while
Andy is landlord of the Bull
Inn, Fernhill Heath. The building, some parts of which date
to the 13th century, is undergoing an extensive refurbishment inside and out aimed at
preserving all the original
features but with new heating,
cellar, kitchen and toilets.
Currently open for drink sales
only, work is expected to be
completed for September.
Four hand pulls will be available with a Wye Valley beer
and couple of guests. The
owners are aiming for a
‘proper village pub’ with quality locally sourced food at
affordable prices, and of
course quality real ales.

spearheading the campaign
supported by Walsall CAMRA
(Campaign for Real Ale) and
the Walsall Civic Society as
well as a Facebook group with
over 1600 members.
The campaign has also
attracted the interest and support of local press and media,
including Professor Carl Chinn
MBE, who accepted honorary
membership of the 'Friends of
Highgate Brewery' during a
recent live radio interview.
Interest has also been shown
by Stone Brewing Company
from Escondido, California as
a possible purchaser. The
Stone Brewing Company is
looking for a site to brew in
the United Kingdom or
Europe.
The primary objective of the
Friends’ campaign is to see
the brewery prosper under the

HIGHGATE CLOSURE
For the second time in around
a year Highgate and Davenports Brewery in Walsall has
closed. This time with the loss
of all jobs. The Friends of
Highgate Brewery have organised several public meetings
and generated lots of support
to save the history and heritage of this iconic Victorian
tower brewery, as well as the
beer it produces. They are
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ownership of a responsible
brewer with good business
practices.
CANNON ROYALL
Cannon Royall brewery has
had a profitable first year under new ownership and increased the availability of it’s
ales. It has also hosted a number of brewery tours for local
CAMRA groups and others.
However, a recent boiler malfunction meant that three
brews were lost and they are
now working hard to catch up
with demand.
PLANNING REFUSED
The proposal by Tesco to
demolish the New Gas Tavern, Malvern has been refused
on the grounds that the loss of
this community facility would
be contrary to Policy CN17 of
the Malvern Hills District Local
Plan.

CAMRA shareholders

Kidderminster CAMRA

Investment Club

New Faces

Have you ever wished that
you owned part of a brewery
or one of the many pub chains
now in existence? The
CAMRA Member's Investment
Club turns that wish into a
reality and, as company shareholders, helps to make a difference to policies introduced
by their directors. The Club
has been investing in breweries since 1989 and has approximately 4,000 members.

£5 to £83 per month with an
annual maximum of £1,000.
The funds are invested in a
wide range of companies
including Black Sheep, Marstons, Greene King, Fullers
and Youngs, together with a
few overseas companies. The
Club is also increasing its involvement with the ever increasing micro-brewery sector.

ELIGIBLE

The Club has its own web site,
www.CMIC.uk.com where
more details can be found
including trips, other events
and the AGM which is normally held in June each year,
usually in Nottingham.

To be eligible to join the Club
one has to be a CAMRA member. Investment can be from

MORE DETAILS
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After a request for more volunteers to ensure the continuing growth of Kidderminster
CAMRA, the new committee
were out in force toasting their
appointment.
Seen from left to right are
Laurence, Glenda, Sarah,
Nigel (chairman), David
(secretary) and Richard.
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Colin Scrivener says that meetings can be fun

An Excellent June Meeting
On a beautiful summer evening we met at the Coach &
Horses, Weatheroak for the
June Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA meeting. The pub
was quite busy so, as it was a
warm evening, we sat round a
group of tables at the bottom
end of the lawn for the meeting, enjoying the view and the
sunshine.
BUSINESS OVER
Even with a beer break, so
that we could enjoy more of
the range of ales, the business
was soon finished. It was then
announced that Mark Shepherd from the Weatheroak Hill
brewery wanted us to sample
some of his IPA that had been
brewed with different yeasts.
Needing no second bidding
we all trooped into the brew-

ery and duly sampled the two
brews and made our comments.
WELL PREPARED
Mark had laid out a food table
with a selection of crisps, pork
pie slices, biscuits, a cheese
board, pickled eggs and pickled onions for all to sample.
Mark also has an amazing
CD collection and a good
sound system and there was
some classic rock music playing. We had a superb time
looking at the brewery, enjoying the food all washed down
with excellent ale, chatting
and listening to a varied selection of music until quite late.
Many thanks must go to
Mark for his generous hospitality and the pub for hosting
the meeting.

Mark demonstrates one of the tools of his
trade, gifted to him by his grandmother

MISSING OUT
What better way could there
be of spending a summer
evening. Those members who
do not come to meetings don't
know what they are missing.

FREE HOUSE

REAL ALES:

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY
& Guest Beers
Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386
The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun
8
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Editoreale
It’s surprising
how much we
all take for
granted, sunny
summer
weather, great
real ale every time you visit a
pub and the internet for example. Everyone’s got it? Not
quite!
I took the opportunity to
holiday in mid France, whilst
preparing this edition of Pint
Taken. Realising that much of
what I needed was on another
computer, I knew that dial up
(remember that?) would not
give me the speed I needed to
get it, I was directed to a local
internet café that offered free
wireless access so things
were back on track. As a result
I had to agree to some sightseeing. Through the power of
Google I found the Brasserie
de Bellefois near Poitiers and I
suggested a trip.
The visit was interesting
and several ‘bieres artisanales’
were sampled and purchased
for later consumption. The
brewery also has a restaurant
attached to it and good food
and drink are combined to
great effect.
My point is that if we do
take things for granted and
assume everything will always
be there - it won’t! So don’t
ignore your local pubs, give
them your support, as this
year they will need it more
than ever.
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor

New Guide from CAMRA Books

Edinburgh Pub Walks
Edinburgh Pub Walks, by
CAMRA author Bob Steel, is a
lovingly illustrated, practical
pocket-sized guide to the most
iconic pubs in Edinburgh and
the surrounding area, taking in
25 town, country and coastal
walks, from the best of the
Royal Mile, to the Dunbar
Coastal Trail, 25 miles from
the centre of the city.

top views and superb architecture of the capital. Highlighted on each route are key
cultural attractions, recommended pubs, and access to
public transport facilities, with
trails intertwined to allow
more intrepid walkers to undertake longer routes through
Edinburgh and the surrounding areas.
GREAT VALUE

OLD AND NEW
The guide is divided into two
manageable sections –
‘Edinburgh Old and New’ and
‘Beyond the Fringe’ – Steel’s
trails perfectly capture Scottish heritage, allowing the
reader to experience the city
using short, simple routes
which take in the historic hill-

Edinburgh Pub Walks is out
now, priced £7.99 for CAMRA
members and £9.99 for nonmembers. The title is available
from the CAMRA shop and all
good retailers. ISBN: 978-185249-274-8

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4JH
Telephone: 01527 402299
Four ales on sale

Regulars

Timothy Taylor’s- Landlord,
Greene King- Abbot Ale,
Guest Ales, currently
Cannon Royall – Fruiterers Mild
Purity- UBU

Listed In Good Beer Guide 2010

Opening times:

12 till Late Every Day except
Tuesday 5 till late.

Quiz Night:

Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm
With Play Your Cards Right.

Live Bands:

Saturday Nights - call for details
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Redditch & Bromsgrove Award Presentation

The
HOP POLE

Pub of the Year
Local CAMRA members and pub regulars
were present at the
recent Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year award
presentation to the
Weighbridge, Alvechurch.
CONSISTENT
Paul Richards, Branch Chair
on presenting the award to

Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £3.50
licensees John and Jayne
Humphries commented on the
consistent quality of the ale,
community involvement and
good food as reasons for the
judge’s decision. The pub will
go through to the County
round of the competition.

Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
A traditional pub that offers a friendly
atmosphere and staff who are always
pleased to see you.
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the
charm that comes with a building that is
over 300 years old.

COMMENDED
Other pubs commended by
the judges were the Plough,
Shenstone, the Coach &
Horses, Weatheroak and the
Hop Pole, Droitwich.
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www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155
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Worcester CAMRA Award presentation

Town Pub of The Year
In addition to the Worcester
branch Pub Of The Year
award, the branch also
presents an award for the
Town Pub of The Year. This
year the accolade went to
Matt Vernon, landlord of
the Plough, Worcester.
THIRD TIME
Simon Wiseman, Chairman
of the Worcester CAMRA
branch, on presenting the
award said this was the
third time that Matt has
received a CAMRA award
for the excellent ales he
served.
The Pub of the Year
award went to the Brewers
Arms, West Malvern as
reported in the last edition
of Pint Taken.

The Fox Inn
Chaddesley Corbett
FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Three ever changing guest
real ales
Over 1500 guest beers
over the last nine years!

Fun Quiz night every
Thursday
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials
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Martin Hancox finds volunteering can be fun

Festival First Time
After visiting Stratford Beer
Festival and going to a recent
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA Branch meeting at the
Coach & Horses, Weatheroak,
where a request for help was
made, I felt I had something to
offer and wanted to become
more involved. Therefore I put
my name forward to join the
Branch committee and also
this year’s festival volunteer
team.
MANY HANDS
My involvement with
Bromsgrove Beer Festival
started a few weeks prior to
the opening date when I was
asked to help by sending out
the complimentary trade tickets to local breweries and

pubs.
My next involvement was
assisting with the setting up of
the marquee on the Sunday
prior to the Thursday opening
and due to work commitments
was able to help out on the
Monday and Tuesday as well.
OPENING NIGHT
HIGHLIGHT
Thursday soon arrived, which
was CAMRA members night. I
found this a very enjoyable
evening and Friday was very
busy from 7pm onwards,
which made the evening fly
by.
However the highlight for
me on the Friday night was
the young couple who decided to get engaged at the

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340
Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

Martin hard at work during the Festival

festival!
GREAT EXPERIENCE
As with all of the other voluntary work I do I found that the
more I got involved the more I
enjoyed it and I got to make a
lot of new friends. I would say
to any CAMRA members who
did not help at the festival,
next time do as I did jump in
with both feet and enjoy the
experience!

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

The Teme Valley Brewery presents
The Green Hop Beer Festival
at The Talbot Hotel, Knightwick WR6 5PH.
Friday 8th October (11am - 11pm)
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th (11am - 6pm)
Teme Valley Market 11am - 1pm Sunday
Seasonal Beer: Gheluvelt Gold 4%
Brewed with Worcestershire Cascade hops to celebrate the
renovation of Gheluvelt Park in Worcester.
Also available in bottles.
Teme Valley Market September 12th, October 10th, November 14th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420

14

Kidderminster Branch Award Presentation

Pub of the Year
The Bell, Pensax showed once
again why it was selected as
Pub of the Year for the Kidderminster Branch area. Not only
does it excel at the real ale it
provides, but it gives customers the whole package; real
ale, a warm and friendly welcome and excellent well
priced food.

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

of the highlights of the pubs’
calendar.
UNDERSTAND
Once you have sampled one
or more of the excellent ales
on sale you can understand
why this establishment wins
this prestigious award again
and again.

Worcestershire CAMRA
Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2009
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials

SUCCESS
The award was presented by Kidderminster Chairman
Nigel Rutter to John
and Trudy Greaves at
their annual Beer
Festival, which, again
was a huge success.
The well attended
event is always one

01299
896677

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202
Presentation by Nigel to John and Trudy Greaves
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Catshill Survey finds disappointing results

Five Pubs - One real ale!
CATSHILL REVISITED
A few years ago Pint Taken
had a feature on the pubs of
this North Worcestershire
village that lies to the North of
Bromsgrove. A survey carried
out in late July sought to find
out what was happening in
terms on the local real ale
scene. Sadly the results were
disappointing in all but one
pub.
THE CROWN,
STOURBRIDGE ROAD
A Punch Taverns road house
with two large open-plan
rooms. The front room is
more akin to a bar with large
screen TV and pool table. The
other and larger room combines eating, dining and music
at busier times – there is a
large and varied blackboard
menu. There is a good, childfriendly garden to the rear.
Plenty of events such as poker
and quiz nights and fun days.
Greene King Abbot ale is
served. A second pump
serves either real cider such
as Westons Old Rosie or a
beer from the Punch portfolio.
Open 12-11.
Real Ale Rating

THE PLOUGH & HARROW,
STOURBRIDGE ROAD

THE IVY COTTAGE,
GIBB LANE

The last time this smart and
popular Punch Taverns eating
house was surveyed, it didn’t
sell any real ales and it still
doesn’t. Old Speckled Hen
was tried but didn’t sell after
initial interest. This is a surprise given the fantastic increase in popularity of real
beer over the last few years. A
U-shaped lounge surrounds
the bar. A garden to the side.
Open lunchtimes (not Sat) and
evenings.

Located in the centre of the
village and close to the shops,
the Ivy has changed hands a
number of times. Two rooms,
there is a smart bar area with
pool room to the side. The
other room is a newly opened
Indian restaurant. On the day
of the visit the newly advertised real ale (Wells Bombardier) was off. Open 11-12.30
Sun 12-11.

Real Ale Rating

Real Ale Rating
THE ROYAL OAK,
BARLEY MOW LANE
The Oak has a long single bar
with a pool table to the side. A
restaurant area is to the rear.
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The last time the pub was
surveyed it served Banks’s
Bitter and Mild (Original)
and both were in good
condition. Since then the
pub has changed hands a
number of times and for a
short time even tried to
operate as a US style food
house. The pub lease was
up for sale at the time of
the survey and the rather forlorn handpumps were sadly
dispensing nothing. Hopefully
a new owner will improve
things. Open 12-11.
Real Ale Rating
THE MARLBROOK,
BIRMINGHAM ROAD
It was hoped that the dismal
record of four pubs and one
cask beer would improve at
the final stop but sadly this
proved not to be the case. The
last time the Marlbrook Toby
Inn was surveyed no real ales
were being served but Fullers

FOOTNOTE

and other beers have been
spotted since then. On this
day however the turned round
pump clips (M&B Brew XI and
Marstons Pedigree) showed
that the beers were not on.
Lots of people eating at this
large road house that does
accommodation would no
doubt have appreciated a
decent drink but sadly like us
they were denied the opportunity. Open 11-11.
Real Ale Rating
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Without doubt, unlike the
rest of the country, Catshill
has gone backwards in
terms of real ale availability
with only one real ale being
found in five pubs. The good
news is that only a short
distance away the pubs of
Bournheath, Fairfield and
Wildmoor are offering good
quality real ales.
TOP TIPS FOR CATSHILL
(AND OTHER) PUBS
• One well kept real ale is
much better than two or
more beers that are on sale
for more than three days.
• Don’t put on real ale for a
session if you haven’t tried
it.
• Make sure staff know what
real ale is – a number of pub
staff offered us Smoothflow
or keg beers and clearly had
no idea what real ale was.
• If you are new to real beer,
try one of the modern
golden ales to attract lager
drinkers. These might sell
more than a traditional
stronger or brown beer.
• Always make sure at least
one well-kept real ale is on
sale. Customers are put off
when beer is indifferently
kept or not consistently
available.

Paul Richards updates what the young members have planned

Young Member Events
Welcome to the Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA Young
members update page! Here
we show you that real ale is
enjoyed by people from all
sorts of backgrounds. You
don’t have to be a member to
enjoy a good pint; all you
need is a thirst for a good pub
atmosphere.
REGULAR DATE
Young member events happen all over the country, and
include regular meetings as
well as working socials at beer
festivals and pub crawls.
Every Sunday - Pub Game
Social crawl starting at The
Seven Stars, Birchfield Road,
Redditch from 8pm.
Join us for some traditional

pub fun every Sunday from
8pm. Whether you're a diva on
the dartboard or just a plonker
on the pool table you will be
most welcome. It's also a
chance for young members to
catch up and discuss future
events over a couple of pints.
There's even a pub quiz for
those who want to rack their
brains. Meet us at the Seven
Stars, we'll be on the pool
table, ready and waiting!
LATEST NEWS
Thu 9 Sept: Steak Night at The
Dodford Inn (B61 9BG), 8pm:
Cook your meat on the Black
Rock!

(B97 4QR), 7:30pm followed
by pub crawl.
Sat 30 Oct: Social Trip to Birmingham Beer Festival, meet
at the Wellington (B2 5SN) at
10:30 am.
Thu 14 Oct: Curry Crawl at
The Royal Enfield Redditch
(B97 4QR), 7:30pm followed
by pub crawl.
Sun 29 Nov: South City Crawl
and Carvery starting at the
Golden Cross, Redditch at 12
noon. Dining approx 3:30pm
at The Black Horse, Northfield
B31 2QT.

Thu 14 Oct: Curry Crawl at
The Royal Enfield, Redditch

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ
0121 445 5111
Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11
Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub.
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.
(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 )
A selection of real ales from independent breweries
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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Adrian Stone sets off on a desert adventure

The Travels Resume!
After a quiet start to the year
(apart from my silver wedding, my son’s 21st, my
daughters wedding, my parents golden wedding, and my
grandmothers 100th birthday)
it was with joy in my heart that
I started my travels once
again. Although as a beer
lover, the choice of destination was concerning. I was
heading on a double trip to
Morocco and Tunisia, so what
I’d lose in beer quality, I would
gain in sunshine.

couple of each of these I met
up with my chauffeur Hadj,
who I have used for a number
of years, to brief him on the
weeks work. Once done, I
asked him about finding some
other brews. He explained that
there was nothing else apart
from imported lager anywhere
in the city. I resigned myself to
a week beer-free, and went to
bed that evening praying that
Tunisia would be better, although I didn’t hold out much
hope.

MARRAKESH

TUNIS

My first stop was the insanely
vibrant city of Marrakesh,
although the pilot had different ideas and joined a strike
by landing the plane in Casablanca, leaving his passengers
to endure a three hour drive
through the desert on a hot,
sweaty bus.
On arrival at my hotel, a
beautiful five star marble palace, I was more than ready for
a beer, and headed for the
hotel bar. There was a choice
of only three beers available,
Flag Special, Heineken and
Casablanca all very similar,
and totally lacking in flavour
and depth. The only plus side
were that they were super
cold which helped against the
40 degree heat.
After forcing myself to try a

My week in this city got off to
a great start with me completing most of my work in three
days and leaving the following
two for beer hunting. My
driver had told me that there
was a brewery in the tourist
resort of Hammamet, so with
this information we headed
south along the coast.
My expectations were not
that high, but when I arrived at
the Brauerie de Berberes, and
saw the coppers gleaming in
the open plan bar, I got a little

sickly and smelled strongly of
caramel, although much better
than the standard Celtia beer
sold throughout the country.
However the third was a fine,
fruity and aromatic Weissbeer.
TALKING SHOP
While talking to the brewer
and being shown around his
set-up, he mentioned another
new micro- brewery just one
mile away. I thought it would
be rude not to try it whilst
there, and headed towards the
Yasmine Beach Resort, where

the lucky holidaymakers are
treated to not only a top class
resort but excellent beer. They
usually produce five beers but
only three were available,
although all three were so
enjoyable I was forced to retry them. Again my favorite
was the wheat beer.
MEET THE BREWER

excited. Situated on a town
square, just outside the medina, this German style brasserie offered a choice of three
beers. Two of them were not
particularly memorable, a
Helles light lager and a Dunkel
( dark lager) that was far too
19

If you find yourself lucky
enough to be on holiday in
Hammamet, head down to the
Boulevard de Promenade, and
introduce yourself to the
brewer. He will be more than
happy to show you around.
After a most enjoyable beer
hunting day, I was driven back
to my hotel, while I slept solidly dreaming of my next trip.
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John West reviews a new pub

Revved Up?
The Royal Enfield, Redditch
opened earlier this year in the
former Danilo Cinema that had
been converted into a Chicago
Rock Café by the previous
tenants. Sadly there is nothing
left of the Art Deco cinema
interior but a classic motor
cycle is prominently displayed
above the former stage area
hence the new name.
ORIGINAL FEATURES
The main frontage has been
retained along with its leaded
light windows above the original canopy. The main island
bar is situated where the projection rooms for the downstairs cinemas were formerly
situated. The décor is fresher
than the Rising Sun down the
road; the latter is looking
much worn and in need of
refurbishment and members
may prefer the Royal Enfield
for this reason.
BEER CONDITION
The beer was kept in good
condition in the first few
weeks of opening, but I have
returned a beer recently even
though they have Cask Marque accreditation. One of the
beers was very cold, so there
may be problems to sort with
temperature control in the
cellar.
FRIENDLY STAFF
The premises are now a
Lloyds No 1 and they have big
screens and music. The staff
are friendly. There is a patio
outside the main entrance for
smokers and a lounge area
inside the re-created 1930
entrance doors giving a view
up Unicorn Hill. There are
plenty of seating bays giving a
more private space whilst still
feeling part of the social
scene. It is worth a visit.
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Worcester CAMRA tribute

THE OLD OAK

Kim Dowling
Tragically Kim Dowling the
landlady at the Cricketers,
Worcester died suddenly at
the age of 52 on the 11th June
2010 from a heart attack and
pneumonia. She was a big
supporter of the Worcester
CAMRA branch and Worcester
Beer Festival providing meeting facilities and sponsoring
the festival.
AWARD WINNER
Kim took over running the
Cricketers from her late father
and quickly increased the real
ales available from one to
four, which were served at
such a high quality that the
Cricketers appeared in the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide and
shortly before her untimely
death she received an award
from Punch Taverns for the

Best Kept Cellar in the Midlands.

Stonebow Road,
Drakes Broughton,

PROUD
Kim’s favourite pastimes were
cooking and cricket and she
was often down at New Road
watching Worcester play as
well as getting new cricketing
memorabilia to hang on the
walls in her pub.
Kim was very proud of her
village pub in the city.
Kim leaves her husband
Adrian, a sister Karan, daughter Emma, son Mark and
grandchildren Daisy-Mai, aged
five, and Charley, aged six
months.

WR10 2AP
(01905) 840239

∗ Traditional village pub
∗ Large enclosed beer garden
∗ Food available daily
∗ Home-cooked Sunday
lunches
(booking advisable)

∗ Outside bar now available
for your special occasion

Rocklands Club
59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worc's B97 4LB
Tel 01527 544356

Now Serving a range
of Real Ales
including Bathams Best
Large and Small Function Rooms Available for
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc.
Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing & Ballroom.
Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences.
New Members and Families Welcome.
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The latest edition packed with information

Good Beer Guide 2011
Now in its 38th year, the Good
Beer Guide is fully revised and
updated, with details of more
than 4,500 pubs across the
country serving the best real
ale. From country inns to urban style bars and backstreet
boozers, Britain's original
number one, independent
guide to good beer and good
pubs is available to pre-order
now. Completely revised and
updated each year by
CAMRA's 110,000 members
up and down the country, this
is the definitive guide to finding the perfect pint.
URBAN AND RURAL
The guide contains approximately 4,500 full pub descriptions for both urban and rural
pubs. Entries give details of
the beers served, food, pub

history, architecture, transport
links, beer gardens, accommodation, disabled access
and facilities for families. It
also has a comprehensive and
unique 'Breweries Section',
and listings of CAMRA awardwinning pubs and beers.
INDEPENDENT
The Good Beer Guide is completely independent. There are
no entry fees for listings, and
every pub is checked many
times a year by discerning
local CAMRA members. The
latest edition is published on
16 September 2010 and is
available at £10 for CAMRA
members or £15.99 for nonmembers.
BUY DIRECT
Buying direct from CAMRA

rather than other retailers
enables CAMRA to invest
directly into campaigning for
real ale, community pubs and
drinkers’ rights.
Visit http://shop.camra.org.uk
for more details.

Regular changing guest ales
including
Wye Valley HPA, Butty Bach
and Abbott Ale
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Letters
Dear Pint Taken,
An issue that my wife and I
have had since recently returning from six years living in
France to care for my mother
is how many pubs do not let
you take a dog in. They often
cite "we serve food" or just say
no. They often look startled
when I say thanks but we'll go
elsewhere. Often we do not
go back again even without
the dog.
In France I can take my dog
almost anywhere, even smart
restaurants and certainly
nearly every bar.
Frankly, I think a pub that bans
dogs isn't a proper pub and
arguments that they are dirty
or breed disease don't wash children are far better at that (I
have lost count of the viruses I
have picked up from my family & friends kids) and yet they
are allowed in.
I have discovered a web site
www.doggiepubs.org.uk
There are others but this one
covers a lot in our area and is
growing. I have added some
of the pubs below already.
Many pub owners don't advertise that they welcome dogs
and their owners. Perhaps
CAMRA could gather information on dog friendly pubs locally so that the pub owners
can increase their trade and
people like me won't waste
too much time on pubs that
don't want our business.
So far my list of good pubs
local to me that allow dogs is:-

Dodford Inn, Dodford
Coach & Horses, Weatheroak.
Kings Arms, Ombersley
Talbot, Knightwick

The Weighbridge
Beer Festival

Regards
Geoff & Teresa Miller
Perhaps we need an extra
symbol to add to the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide? Ed

It takes all sorts to
campaign for real ale…

Friday 22nd &
Saturday 23rd
October 2010
Good selection of
Beers, Ciders,
& Perries
Opening times
Friday 6pm - 11pm
Saturday 12am - 11pm
Hot & cold food available

Don't just think about it...

Nailers, Bournheath
New Inn, Bournheath
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More details at
www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

Quick Halves
• After being closed for a
number of months, the Rose
and Crown, Severn Stoke has
now reopened serving a good
range of real ales and home
cooked food, open all day every
day. Licensees Jane & Rob
Costall are keen to promote real
ale.
• The Red Lion, Bromsgrove
has reopened with a new
Landlord. Local Bromsgrovians
Jason and Gabriella Greenwood
are now in charge.
• The Firefly, Lowesmoor
Worcester has added another
hand pump making a total of
five ales available.
• The Penny Black, Kidderminster is now being run by new
licensee Paul Bailey who has a
keen interest in real ale.
• A new pub has opened in
Rowney Green Village Hall,
Redditch called the Goat &
Trousers. It is open on Friday
evenings 6.30 - 11.00 serving
Weatheroak ales.
• The Crown, Bransford Road
Worcester is currently closed,
with the windows and doors
covered by metal shutters.
Rumours are that it is being
purchased with a view to
redevelop the whole site and
build student flats.
• The Angel, Worcester
(formally known as the Five
Ways Hotel) has opened in
Angel Place after a much
needed rejuvenation providing
a bright relaxing bar with five
hand pumps consisting of four

ales and one serving Weston's
cider.
• The Wishing Well,
Bromsgrove is currently under
the control of a temporary
operator. Punch are seeking a
new licensee for this popular
pub after the previous business
went into liquidation.
• The Royal Oak, Hallow is
closed. There is a sign from
Enterprise Inns on the door
saying they have re-entered the
premises and the lease is
terminated.
• Going drinking in Great
Malvern? Then pop into the
Great Malvern Hotel and show
your CAMRA card for 20p off
the price of a pint, and 10p off
the price of a half.
• There is a new pub in Broad
Street, Worcester. It's called AIR
with the sub-title of "the essence of life". The owners
describe it as a cafe bar but it
has three hand pumps and
currently has a Wye Valley and
a Purity beer on. A third may
come on depending on trade.
There is a nightclub in the
basement.
• The Mount Pleasant, London
Road Worcester is to become a
free house. The bar is to be
moved and made larger with
more hand pulls.
• The Sugarbrook, Bromsgrove
has re-opened after rumours of
a change of use. Sadly real ale
is still unavailable.
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21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN
2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR

WE SERVE
UP TO

14 REAL ALES
5 REAL CIDERS
9 BELGIAN BEERS
WE PUT THE ‘ALES’
INTO HALESOWEN
10 MINS WALK FROM HALESOWEN
TOWN CENTRE
Hot food available soon
WE ARE IN THE
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE

TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available
• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week
• Reservations accepted for
upstairs restaurant

Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
THE STAN LAUREL INN
ULVERSTON
Ulverston is a lovely little town
and is a good base for visiting
the Lake District. Bird watching on Walney Island and two
steam train experiences are
within an easy drive.
BIRTHPLACE
The town is noted for being
the birthplace of Stan Laurel,
who was christened Arthur
Stanley Jefferson. The Stan
Laurel Inn is obviously named
after the great man. It has a
pleasant, comfortable bar with
black wooden beams, a log
burning stove and is decorated with Laurel and Hardy
memorabilia. There is a long

bar with six hand pulls, one of
which always features a beer
from The Ulverston Brewing
Company and Thwaites Original is a fixture. The other four
pumps have ever changing
ales, mainly from local breweries. All were in excellent
condition on a recent visit.

and Wednesday.
The pub has three bedrooms,
a double en suite, a triple en
suite and a single with a separate shower and WC. At present the rate is £30 per person
per night. There is adequate
parking and an outside seating
area.

FOOD AVAILABLE

NOT TO BE MISSED

The dining room is more modern and there is a pool and
darts room with tables and
chairs. Food is served Tuesday to Sunday, lunchtimes
and evenings with 32 covers
in the bar and 22 in the dining
room. A full range of food is
offered, including excellent
sandwiches, Famous Fish and
Chips and Old Favourites all
comprising generous portions. There is a 2 for 1 offer
on main courses on Tuesday

Trudi and Paul Dewer run the
pub, all the staff are pleasant
and the locals create a very
friendly atmosphere. Anyone
in the area should make a
point of visiting this pub as it
is an experience not to be
missed. Further details are in
the current Good Beer Guide.
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact David on: 07732 924616)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Tue 21 Sep
Tue 19 Oct
Tue 16 Nov

Station Inn, Kidderminster, DY10 1UG followed by The Railway
Train, Offmore Road. DY10 1SA
A tour of Stourport, starting at the Hollybush, DY13 9AA
Woodcolliers Arms, Bewdley, DY12 2AU and Angel Inn, Load
Street, DY12 2AW.

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Paul on: 07974889553)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tue 28 Sept
Tue 26 Oct
Tue 23 Nov

Branch Meeting - Meet the Brewer Night - Dodford Inn, Dodford
B61 9BG
Branch Meeting - Quiz Night - White Hart, Redditch B97 5EJ
Branch Meeting - Greyhound, Bromsgrove B61 7LR

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
See website for updates and details of all events

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
Harbury Beer Festival
Village Hall, South Parade, Harbury CV33 6RX
September 3rd - 4th
Bridgnorth Beer Festival
Severn Valley Rail Station, Bridgnorth WV16 5DT
September 17th - 19th
12th Solihull Beer Festival
Royal British Legion, Union Street, Solihull B91 3DH
October 1st - 2nd
Birmingham Beer Festival
Second City Suite, 100 Sherlock Street B5 6LT
October 28th - 30th
25th Dudley Winter Ales Fayre
Dudley Concert Hall, St James Road DY1 1HP
November 25th - 27th
For more information on your local branch go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
Items for publication should be sent by October 31st 2010
© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2010
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Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around
the county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send four C5
stamped addressed envelopes to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,
B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201

PINT TAKEN (WORCESTERSHIRE)
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And Finally...
Lose weight with
Beer - it’s true…
CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, and the Beer Academy, have come together to
highlight that beer, when
drunk in moderation, can help
you lose weight, cut alcohol
consumption, and more generally, help supplement a
healthy lifestyle. New research
released showed that 34% of
men and 29% of women incorrectly believed that beer
contains more calories than
other alcoholic drinks.
REPUTATION
For years beer has been
blighted by a reputation for
being more fattening than

other alcoholic drinks when in
reality the exact opposite is
true. The major source of
calories in any alcoholic drink
is the alcohol itself, and because beer is the drinks category with the lowest average
alcohol content it is also lowest in calories. Beer also contains no fat or cholesterol and
very few free sugars. For
someone looking to lose
weight, swapping their glass
of wine for a beer every day
would not only reduce their
weekly alcohol intake by
seven units - but also cut out
more calories than are burned
off during a typical 30 minute
jog!*
MYTH BUSTED
The great news is that the
myth of the beer belly can be
finally laid to rest. As a low

alcohol drink, beer can supplement a healthy lifestyle if
consumed in a responsible
manner. Also as a quality
product, beers, whilst low in
alcohol, are still packed with a
fantastic amount of flavour.
Two of the last four Champion
Beer of Britain winners at the
Great British Beer Festival
have been Milds, traditionally
weighing in at around 3.5%
ABV, therefore in no way does
less alcohol translate into less
flavour.
So next time you are questioned about the effect of a
glass of real ale on your body
just remind people research
has shown it to be good for
you - in moderation.
*Based on Food Standards
Agency Calorie Calculatorwww.eatwell.gov.uk

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special
Live Music Friday Nights
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356
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The Dodford Inn
THE PUB IN THE FIELD!
Richard & Mini Scott welcome you to...
• Four ever changing guest ales
• Real cider always available
• Home cooked food - The Black Rock Grill unique dining
experience
• Campers and caravanners welcome
• Live music Friday evenings
• Regular Beer Festivals
• Special evenings e.g. cheese and sausage nights
• Walkers, ramblers, bikers, cyclists, dogs and horses all
welcome
• Real fire in the winter months

Open
Mon 5 - 11
Tue - Sun: 12 - 11
Food served
Tue - Fri 12 - 2.30, 6 - 9
Sat 12 - 9
Sun 12 - 4

Enjoy a relaxing pint in beautiful Worcestershire countryside
www.dodfordinn.com
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove
01527 575 815

Foregate Street, Worcester
Tel. - 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm
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