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The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter FREE FREE 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

The Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) with over 110,000 
members had a rather unex-
pected new member join 
them at the recent Redditch 
Winter Ale Festival. Local MP 
Jacqui Smith and her husband 
Richard Timney joined to sup-
port their local CAMRA 
branch. 

INTEREST  

A big cheer went up when 
Jacqui rang the bell to show 
her support. As Jacqui spoke 
with bar volunteers and cam-
paigners, she was clearly in-
terested in saving the local 
pub. Their tipples included 
stouts and pale ales.  

LOCALE FEATURED 

Over 450 real ale fans at-
tended the festival at Bridley 
Moor Social Club over the two 
days, sampling a variety of 
real ales, ciders and perry. In 
particular the festival featured 
Locale real ales from Studley, 
Bromsgrove and Ombersley, 
with cider from Tardebigge. 
 Festival organiser Charlie 
Ayres said, “It was a fantastic 
festival and we’re delighted to 
welcome Jacqui and her hus-
band to a lively local group 
that is campaigning for real 
ale, real pubs and consumers’ 
rights. Having such a high 
profile figure show concern 
on issues about local brewer-

ies, community pubs and the 
beer duty is such a great sup-
port to our campaigns.” 

CHARITY BOOST 

This year’s festival 
charity, ‘Support our 
Soldiers’, raised £500 
through donations 
from the visitors.  
 In addition to beer, 
Winter Ale Festival 
goers were able to 
peruse two extraordi-
nary examples of 
Redditch's own Royal 
Enfield motorcycles, 
this year’s festival 
emblem, that were on 
display at the event. 

DIARY DATE 

Bromsgrove Beer 
Festival, will be held 
at Bromsgrove Rugby 

Doug Robinson with new members Jacqui Smith MP and Richard Timney 

Redditch Winter Ale Festival news 

Local MP Joins CAMRA 

Club, Finstall from 15th - 17th 
July 2010. 
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Friar St, Droitwich 
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

A traditional pub that offers a friendly 
atmosphere and staff who are always 

pleased to see you.  
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the 

charm that comes with a building that is 
over 300 years old.  

www. 
thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 
 

01905 770155 

The  
HOP POLE 

A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 
ciders. 
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 
 
Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 
     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. - 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  

Kidderminster sub branch 
enjoyed a relaxed evening at 
the Seven Stars, Kiddermin-
ster when they presented their 
Pub of the Season award.  
 Matt Coleman was de-
lighted to accept the award 
from Glenda Harvey in recog-
nition of the range of good 
beers on offer. Co-incidentally 
two brewers were in atten-
dance that evening, Chris from 
Sadler's and Gerald from Can-
non Royall. The Stars has five 
real ales on offer at any time 
and also Thatchers cider so it 
is well worth visiting. 

TAKE IN TAKE AWAY 

 Besides the ales the pub of-
fers drinkers the opportunity 
to bring in their own food 

from local takeaways and eat 
it on the premises. They pro-
vide plates, cutlery and condi-
ments and wash up after-
wards so you can enjoy your 
meal with a pint of real ale in a 
convivial atmosphere.  

HOSPICE SUPPORTERS 

They are also great supporters 
of Kemp Hospice and Matt 
recently had a close shave to 
lose his beard in a sponsored 
shave.  

Kidderminster CAMRA award 

Seven Stars success 
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Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

CAMRA encourages OFT to re-open enquiry 

Anti Competitive? 
CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale, has reached agree-
ment with the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT) to stay its ap-
peal to the Competition Ap-
peal Tribunal challenging the 
OFT’s initial response to 
CAMRA’s super-complaint in 
October 2009. CAMRA’s ap-
peal is now stayed until Sun-
day August 1st 2010 to enable 
the OFT to consider further 
evidence of anti-competitive 
behaviour by the large pub 
owning companies. The OFT 
will now conduct an open 
public consultation before 
reaching a final decision. 

RESTRICTING CHOICE 

CAMRA’s super-complaint 
argued that anti-competitive 

practices are inflating pub 
beer prices by around 50 
pence a pint, restricting con-
sumer choice and leading to 
chronic underinvestment in 
the nation’s pubs. 

 FAIR DEAL FOR  
CONSUMERS 

Mike Benner, CAMRA Chief 
Executive, said: ‘We are de-
lighted that the OFT has re-
sponded to our appeal by 
agreeing to conduct an open 
consultation and I encourage 
all parties to use this opportu-
nity to submit further evidence 
of anti-competitive practice. 
The consultation will lead to a 
new and final decision from 
the OFT. We are hopeful that 
on re-examination of the pubs 

market the OFT will decide to 
act against anti-competitive 
behaviour in order to deliver a 
fair deal for consumers.’ 
CAMRA’s fundraising appeal 
for the reform of the beer tie, 
will be suspended during the 
consultation period. The funds 
will be put towards CAMRA’s 
legal fees. CAMRA reserves 
the right to re-activate its ap-
peal should it be dissatisfied 
with the OFT’s final decision 
following the consultation. 
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 The licensee’s view from 

The other side of the Bar 
Your Name: Richard W 
Scott FBII. 
Your Pub and location: The 
Dodford Inn, Dodford, 
Worcestershire. 
What makes for a success-
ful real ale pub? Staff 
knowledge, its always good 
to see and hear staff ex-
plaining the beers to cus-
tomers, for example the 
flavours, colour and where 
the beer is brewed. A 
comfy atmosphere and a 
real fire go a long way to 
enjoying your tipple. 
CAMRA - help or hindrance? 
They put up a very good fight 
to save the Dodford Inn from 
the property developers but I 
have concerns about CAMRA 
being too close to a certain 

pub chain, but overall a great 
help. 
Most memorable event last 
year: Bonfire night, the re-
sponse from the public was 
fantastic. The pub having 
been closed we didn't know 

what to expect, but 
around 300 mums, 
dads and kids all had a 
great time and couldn't 
thank us enough. 
Biggest challenge 
facing pubs this year: 
I'll keep it short. Super-
markets and the power 
of large pub compa-
nies over tenants. 
Single wish for the 
future: The downfall of 
a large pubco. 
Favourite tipple: Any 

pale golden bitter between 
3.6% and 4.4%. 
Most enjoyable thing to do 
when away from the pub: 
Driving, walking, eating out 
with my wife Mini and/or a 
nice beach in Portugal. 

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. 
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.  

(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 ) 

A selection of real ales from independent breweries 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009 
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ 
0121 445 5111 

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11 
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11 

Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30 
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Local  
News 

BUSY TIMES AT  
CANNON ROYALL 

Following the change of own-
ership at Cannon Royall last 
year, plans have been an-
nounced for a new hot liquor 
tank to be installed. This will 
provide twice as much capac-
ity as the old tank. This will 
certainly make life a little bit 
easier for the brewers as the 
recently produced IPA has 
proved very popular and is 
now a regular brew.  
 In other news from the 
brewery, demand for their 
Christmas special called Mar-
ley's Ghost was high, with one 
pub apparently selling a firkin 
(nine gallons) in just 80 min-
utes. There is also a new brew 
due out shortly at 4.2% abv 
with malty undertones, a light 
hoppy finish and a rich rose-
wood colour. No name has 
formally been announced. 
 The brewery was also one 
of the main sponsors of the 
recent Redditch Winter Ale 
Festival. 

BROMSGROVE BEER  
FESTIVAL UPDATE 

The future of Bromsgrove 
Beer Festival 2010 looked 
uncertain when Redditch & 
Bromsgrove CAMRA beer 
festival committee members 
found their equipment storage 
arrangements were at risk. 
However investigations by a 
number of branch members 
enabled an alternative location 
to be found to the great relief 

of everyone. The Festival will 
take place at Bromsgrove 
Rugby Club from 15th - 17th 
July 2010. Visit the website at 
www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk to keep up to date with 
news and reviews of last 
year’s festival. 

PURITY EXPANDS 

Purity Brewery finished an-
other busy year by moving 
into a brand new, purpose 
built office building. The 400 
sq ft facility has been created 
at the brewery and boasts 
improved offices, meeting 
rooms, reception and a larger 
shop selling the brewery’s 
beers and merchandise. 

MUSEUM SAVED 

After an uncertain future the 
Coors Visitor Centre, formerly 
the Bass Museum, Burton on 
Trent is scheduled to re-open 

as the National Brewery Cen-
tre. The campaign to stop the 
closure of the visitor centre 
was hard fought, but now 
Burton will have a museum 
that reflects the importance of 
the brewing industry nation-
ally. The Brewing Centre will 
retain key elements of the 
existing facilities, ensuring the 
building’s historic aspects 
remain and is particularly 
promising for the White Shield 
Brewery that is based there. 

ARTHUR BATHAM DIES 

Arthur Batham, the man who 
was synonymous with Black 
Country brewer Bathams for 
60 years, has died aged 82. It 
was Arthur who devised the 
recipe of Bathams Bitter in the 
early ‘50s to satisfy the de-
mands of customers at a local 
pub.  
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Here’s a date for your diary, 
Saturday 8th May 2010. This is 
the day that Dudley CAMRA 
have selected for their annual 
Mild Day event. The aim is to 
encourage real ale drinkers to 
visit some of the many outlets 
selling mild in the Black Coun-
try.  

MIDLANDS FAVOURED 

CAMRA traditionally supports 
and campaigns for the contin-
ued production of mild ales. 
The style of beer is not univer-
sally produced across the 
whole country but tends to be 
the favoured drink of many in 
the West Midlands. Within the 
Black Country heartland there 
are many famous versions of 
mild ale from strong to weak 
and from very dark to almost 
pale. 

HISTORIC PAST 

CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide 
describes mild ale as “a beer 
with its roots in the 18th and 
19th Century, developed as a 
result of demand from drink-
ers - mainly from agricultural 
or industrial labour- for a beer 
that was sweeter, lighter in 
body and cheaper than the 
prevailing dark and heavily 
hopped porters and stouts of 
the time.” 

SARAH HUGHES 

Most mild ales these days 
tend to be weaker but the 
Black Country has its own 
unique strong mild from Sarah 
Hughes Brewery in Sedgley. 
Dark Ruby with a 6% abv has 
developed a cult following 
across the country. It can be 
found at the Beacon Hotel, 

Sedgley, the home of Sarah 
Hughes Brewery and in se-
lected free trade outlets. 

HOLDENS 

Holdens Mild is a totally differ-
ent type of drink with an ABV 
of 3.7%. It is available at the 
Park Inn, which is the brewery 
tap in Woodsetton, the Great 
Western, Wolverhampton and 
at nearly all of the 19 Holdens 
outlets throughout the West 
Midlands region. 

SADLERS 

On the south side of the Black 
Country you will be able to 
sample a mild from one of its 
newer breweries. Sadler's, set 
up in 2004, is in the centre of 
Lye, easily accessible by train 
from Birmingham Snow Hill, 
and its beers are available in 
the Windsor Castle Inn. 
Sadler’s Mild has a 4% abv. 

BATHAMS 

Not far from Lye is the Vine, 
more often known as the Bull 
and Bladder, the home of 
Bathams brewery. Whilst 
known for its Best Bitter, its 
Mild is only 3.5% abv. 
Bathams Mild is also available 
at the Britannia, Upper Gor-
nal, a national inventory listed 
pub because of the rear tap 
room with its wall mounted 
pumps. 

BLACK COUNTRY ALES 

Another of the stronger milds 
in the region comes from 
Black Country Ales. It’s Pig on 
the Wall Mild at 4.3% abv is 
brewed at the company’s 
brewery in Lower Gornal, 
behind the Old Bulls Head 
pub. Its availability across the 

Dudley CAMRA invite you to sample some Black Country hospitality 

Enjoy your Mild in May 
region is pretty widespread. It 
can be sampled at the Court-
house, Dudley near to the 
police station. 

OLDE SWAN 

Just outside of Dudley, in 
Netherton is the Olde Swan. 
Here you have the choice of 
two milds although both are 
very different. Olde Swan 
Original is an example of an 
almost extinct type of mild, a 
light coloured mild. Its 
strength is 3.5% abv. Dark 
Swan is a much more robust 
drink with an abv of 4.2%. 

PLENTY OF CHOICE 

The Black Country has a sig-
nificant number of freehouses 
and most of them support 
CAMRA’s Mild Month at some 
time during May often provid-
ing a Locale mild from brewer-
ies like Enville, Kinver, Church 
End, Toll End or Hobson’s. Try 
the Olde White Rose, Bilston, 
the Waggon and Horses, 
Halesowen, the Fountain, 
Lower Gornal or the Jolly 
Crispin, Upper Gornal for 
something a bit more unusual. 

GIVE MILD A TRY 

If this has whetted your taste 
buds head in to the Black 
Country on 8th May for a tour 
of some of these excellent 
pubs and try a selection of the 
finest mild ales that the Black 
Country has to offer. The 
event is planned to be done 
by bus and groups of five can 
travel on Travel West Mid-
lands buses for around £6.50. 
 For more details visit 
www.dudleycamra.org.uk 
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“Go compare! Go compare!” 
was a musical greeting that 
often assaulted your eardrums 
during a visit to the Brewers. It 
was one of Trevor’s favourites 
and, as with most of his other 
attempts to sing, that was it. 
You got the first line and noth-
ing else. A full verse? Forget 
it. Even a second or third 
stanza would often cause 
problems. But no-one cared. 
Just being in his company 
was pleasure enough. 

TRANSFORMED 

For this pleasure to be cur-
tailed by his sudden death on 
New Year’s night is hard to 
bear. During his five short 
years of tenure, Trev, in con-
junction with his partner Sue 
transformed the Brewers from 
a moribund desert into a thriv-
ing local. No matter that he 
had never run a pub before. 
No matter that his previous 
life had been spent doing jobs 
like window cleaning or 
kitchen work around industrial 
Britain. No matter that his first 
stab at being a landlord was to 
take place in a small village in 
one of the most picturesque 
parts of England. 

AWARD WINNER 

It was all part of the master 
plan. From having only two, 
maybe three, handpumps 
when he arrived he argued 
and cajoled his way over the 
years to get five more fitted. 
Out of his own pocket, he 
gutted the almost derelict 
garage by the side of the pub 
(the “Armpit”) and created a 
dining room, cum family 
room, cum meeting room… 
cum anything else you want 
room. He entered and won the 
Publican magazine’s competi-
tion for “Best Pub View in 
Britain”. This was followed not 

Tribute to licensee of the Brewers Arms, West Malvern by Andy Wood 

Trevor Marston  
long after by the “Best Coun-
try Pub” from Worcester 
CAMRA. Finally, as would be 
expected, but which gave 
Trev particular pleasure, came 
the inclusion of the Brewers 
Arms into the CAMRA Good 
Beer Guide. 

CHARITABLE WORKS 

Still it was not enough. Events 
– that’s what was missing! So 
it came to pass that firework 
displays, beer festivals, sum-
mer barbecues and live music 
on the patio were introduced 
into the pub calendar. And to 
stave off any possibility of 
boredom, Trev dedicated a 
chunk of his spare time and 
effort to all manner of charita-
ble undertakings: the village 
church, school and cricket 
team being particularly close 

to his heart. 

TRAGIC LOSS 

The loss of such a unique 
character is a tragedy that will 
be felt by many for several 
years to come. Has there ever 
been a pub landlord who 
worked harder to make his 
locals and visitors happy? Has 
there ever been a pub land-
lord who contributed more to 
their local community? Has 
there ever been a pub land-
lord who would willingly crawl 
on hands and knees up to the 
top of the Malvern Hills? Go 
compare! 
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Regular changing guest ales 
including  

Wye Valley HPA, Butty Bach  
and Abbott Ale 

• Wells Bombardier & chang-
ing guest ales. Real ciders.  

• We are in the 2010 CAMRA 
Good Beer Guide 

• Traditional British Food.  
Caribbean Specialities and  
International Cuisine. 

• New menu available 

• Discount on meals for card-
carrying CAMRA members 

• Walkers and coach parties  
welcome  

Cider & Beer Festival 
22nd - 25th July   
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Editoreale 
Before very long 

the prospective 
candidates of 
every political 

party will be 
knocking on your 

door trying to persuade you to 
vote for them in the hope that 
they will serve us well as our 
Member of Parliament. Arti-
cles in this edition from and 
about two of our local MPs 
show that support for CAMRA 
covers a wide and diverse 
audience.  
 Personally I don’t care what 
an individual’s politics are as 
long as they are prepared to 
get stuck in with the rest of us 
to ensure our nation’s pubs 
are supported in a fair man-
ner.  
 The Election Charter 
launched by CAMRA at the 
annual Parliamentary Recep-
tion earlier this year is all 
about supporting the 15 mil-
lion regular pub goers, the 
importance of community 
pubs, re-balancing alcohol 
taxation, reform of the beer tie 
and addressing issues of alco-
hol-related harm. I have my 
questions ready for the first 
knock on the door and will be 
very interested to see what 
response I get as every main 
political party candidate will 
be sent a copy from CAMRA’s 
Headquarters. I do hope they 
read it thoroughly!  
 
Finally don’t forget National 
Cask Ale Week 29th March to 
5th April - support our pubs! 
 
Cheers, 
Charlie Ayres,  
Editor 
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THE OLD OAK 

Stonebow Road,  
Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 
(01905) 840239 

∗ Traditional village pub  

∗ Large enclosed beer garden 

∗ Food available daily 

∗ Home-cooked Sunday 
lunches  
(booking advisable) 

∗ Outside bar now available 
for your special occasion 

News from the West Midlands Region CAMRA awards 

Winning Beers to try 
Presentation of certificates for 
West Midlands Beer of the 
Year 2009 took place at The 
Bartons Arms, Birmingham, 
on Monday 28th December. 
Presentation was also made to 
the winning cider and perry 
producers. This annual event 
was, as ever, very well sup-
ported by CAMRA members 
from the region, and our 
brewers of excellence. 

JUDGING AT FESTIVALS 

The competition initiates from 
information collected by 
Brewery Liaison Officers for 
the various breweries in the 
CAMRA West Midlands region 
(Shropshire, Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire, and West Mid-
lands). The beers are allocated 
to various ‘styles’ and nomi-

nated by CAMRA members at 
branch meetings. The formal 
judging of beers in each style 
is conducted at our beer festi-
vals throughout the year. This 
judging is done ‘blind’ (judges 
are not informed of the iden-
tity of any beers until the judg-
ing is concluded). 

TOP AWARDS 

Judging of the overall West 
Midlands Beer of the Year was 
hosted by Dudley Winter Ales 
Festival in November. The 
overall winners were: 
 
Gold Award: Beowulf Brewery 
- Finns Hall Porter. 
Silver Award: Beowulf Brew-
ery - Dark Raven;  
Bronze Award: Hobsons 
Brewery - Old Henry. 

 

FIRST PLACE WINNERS 

Mild: Gravediggers Mild, 
Church End. 
Bitter: Pure Gold, Purity. 
Best Bitter: Edge, Kinver. 
Strong Bitter: Old Henry, 
Hobsons. 
Golden Ale: Shropshire Gold, 
Salopian. 
Speciality Beer: Iceberg, Ti-
tanic. 
Porter:  Finns Hall Porter, Beo-
wulf. 
Stout: Titanic Stout, Titanic. 
Old Ale/Strong Mild: Dark 
Raven, Beowulf. 
Barley Wine/Strong Old Ale: 
Old Ale, Holdens. 
Real Ale in a Bottle: White 
Shield, Coors. 
Cider: Norman, Gwatkin. 
Perry:  Aylton Red & 
Blakeney, Gregg’s Pit. 

Rocklands Club 

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worc's B97 4LB 
Tel 01527 544356 

Large and Small Function Rooms Available for  
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc. 

Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing  & Ballroom. 

Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences. 

New Members and Families Welcome. 

Now Serving a range  
of Real Ales  

including Bathams Best 
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2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR 
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 

 WE SERVE  
 UP TO 

 14 REAL ALES 

5 REAL CIDERS 
& 

6 BEERS FROM THE CONTINENT 

WE’RE IN THE 
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 

WE PUT THE ‘ALES’ 
 INTO HALESOWEN 

FIND US 10 MINS WALK FROM 
HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE ON 

THE STOURBRIDGE ROAD  
(NO 9 BUS PASSES THE PUB) 

21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA award 

Pub of the Season 
On a crisp and cold Sunday 
afternoon in January, Red-
ditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA members braved the 
elements to visit ‘The Pub in 
the Field’, otherwise known as 
the Dodford Inn. Around thirty 
people were present to con-
gratulate landlords Richard 
and Mini Scott for winning the 
branch’s Winter Pub of the 
Season Award.  

COMMUNITY PUB 

The Dodford is a perfect ex-
ample of a community pub 
where locals can enjoy a good 
range of ales and ciders in a 
great pub atmosphere. Branch 
Chairman Paul Richards 
praised the efforts of the local 
community and fellow cam-
paigners to save the inn, 
which was initially under 

threat by property 
developers in 2006. 
Landlord Richard 
thanked the branch for 
their support, and later 
announced that the 
pub has big plans for 
their forthcoming 
birthday celebration in 
April. 
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CAMRA launched its Beer 
Drinkers and Pub Goers Char-
ter at its Annual Parliamentary 
Reception attended by over 
100 MPs, peers and special 
advisors.  

SUPPORT FOR THE  
PUB GOER 

CAMRA is asking current MPs 
and election candidates to 
commit to:  
1) Promote the interests of 
Britain's 15 million regular pub 
goers  
2) Champion the community 
importance of well-run pubs  
3) Support the re-balancing of 
alcohol taxation to protect 
well-run community pubs, 
small brewers and traditional 
cider producers  
4) Press reform of beer tie 
arrangements to ensure a fair 

deal for consumers, allow 
local brewers to sell their 
beers to local pubs and to 
deliver a sustainable future for 
Britain's pubs  
5) Seek to address issues of 
alcohol-related harm through 
a more targeted, nuanced 
policy approach that supports 
pubs which play a positive 

role in community life and 
provide a safe and responsible 
place to enjoy a drink  

SIGNED UP 

Signing up to the charter are 
Worcestershire’s MPs Peter 
Luff and Jacqui Smith who 
met up with CAMRA National 
Executive member Brett 
Laniosh.  

Brett Laniosh meets two of our local MPs who have signed up  

Support for Pubs 
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Brett Laniosh reviews the latest book by Pete Brown 

Hops and Glory 
Hops and Glory describes two 
beer journeys from Burton on 
Trent to Calcutta. One of the 
journeys is historic and is a 
tale of an important “semi-
mythical” beer called India 
Pale Ale. IPA today often re-
fers to a weak pale ale but in 
the late eighteenth century, 
the style was 6 or 7% in 
strength and very, very 
hoppy. It needed the strength 
and hop bitterness in order to 
stop the beer going off during 
the long sea journey – hops 
have a preservative quality 
and strong ales do last longer 
than weaker ones.  

FASCINATING TALE 

The tale of the famous ale 
from the beer capital of the 

world is a fascinating one and 
author Pete Brown tells it well. 
Running parallel to the factual 
history is a humorous journey 
in which the author recreates 
the 140 year old journey of the 
IPA. Pete Brown takes a cask 
(and a keg) of ale to India via 
canal boat, aircraft, sailing 
boat and cargo ship.  
 Hops and Glory is an enter-
taining and informative read 
which is the award winning 
author’s third novel. Rather co
-incidentally I happened to 
meet Pete at the launch of 
Wye Valley bottled HPA while 
I was reading his novel.  

CASK ALE REPORT 

As well as British Guild of Beer 
Writers Beer Writer of the Year 

2009, Pete Brown will be 
known to many as the author 
of the Cask Report released 
last year which identified the 
positive effect that real ale can 
have in countering pub clo-
sures. 
 Hops and Glory by Pete 
Brown (Panmacmillan, hard-
back £14.99). 
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Opening times:  12 till Late Every Day except 
    Tuesday 5 till late. 
 
Quiz Night       :        Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm 
                                   With Play Your Cards Right. 
 
Live Bands      :        Saturday Nights - call for details  

Listed In Good Beer Guide 2010 

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,  
Worcestershire, B97 4JH 
Telephone: 01527 402299 

 
Four ales on sale  
Regulars 
Timothy Taylor’s- Landlord,  
Greene King- Abbot Ale, 
 
Guest Ales, currently  
Cannon Royall – Fruiterers Mild 
Purity- UBU 

Michelle Luscombe BII Corporate Communications Manager speaks about the BII 

The People Behind the Pint 
While you’re supping your 
favourite pint in your local on 
a Friday night, do you ever 
really give much thought to 
the many cogs that turned 
within the licensed industry to 
bring that pint to your lips? 
No, we didn’t think so but you 
are probably aware that it’s a 
huge industry with many play-
ers. The British Institute of 
Innkeeping (BII), the profes-
sional body for the licensed 
retail industry, is one of them. 

OPPORTUNITY 

We’re grateful to the publish-
ers of ‘Pint Taken’ for an op-
portunity to tell you a little 
about BII – what we do, what 
we stand for and why it mat-
ters that we exist. 

PROFESSIONALISM 

As a professional body, the 
role of BII is to promote and 
encourage professionalism, 
responsible retailing practices 
and high standards across all 
operators in the trade. We are 
a membership body with 
around 13,500 members. 
Those people are mostly indi-
vidual licensees, like the land-
lord of your local. Some are 
managers working for bigger 
pub companies, others are 
tenants operating under a pub 
company lease and some are 
free traders who own their 
premises. 

WHAT DOES BII DO? 

In a nutshell, BII provides sup-
port. We won’t go into all the 

politics affecting the industry 
at the moment for fear your 
eyes will glaze over but suffice 
to say the combination of 
increased legislation; tax, duty 
and VAT hikes; a major Gov-
ernment spotlight on the 
working relationships between 
pub companies and tenants/
lessees and, of course, the 
recession has meant for chal-
lenging and unsettling times. 
It can be a lonely job running 
a pub and it’s not at all un-
common for licensees to feel 
a bit isolated so we’re here to 
offer a helping hand. 

STANDARDS 

It’s our job to be there for our 
members on a daily basis, all 
the while helping to raise and 
maintain standards so that 
you have all your expectations 
met when you walk through 
the door of a pub, bar or hotel 
and settle down with a nice 
pint at the end of a busy week. 

SUPPORT 

So, we’re busy doing our bit 
to oil the industry cogs with: 
• Business support 
• Legal, HR, health and hy-
giene and energy helplines 
• Motivational events up and 
down the country with highly 
qualified experts speaking on 
a variety of hot topics 
• A fantastic members’ maga-
zine packed full of ideas, inter-
views, advice and information 
from other licensees and in-
dustry operators 

QUALIFICATIONS 

A fundamental element to 
professionalism and business 
excellence is – you guessed it 
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Five bottle conditioned beers available  
Polypins available please phone for details 

The Teme Valley 
Brewery 
The Talbot 
Knightwick 
Worcester 
WR6 5PH 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk 

This That T’other blond 

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation 
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

 

Teme Valley Market March 14th, April 11th, May 9th 
 Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard  

First Midland Red route 420 

Tasting notes now listed on Cyclops www.cyclopsbeer.co.uk 

Seasonal Beer:  
Spring’s First 4.7% 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

– training and qualifications. 
Through our awarding body 
BIIAB we develop and certifi-
cate over 50 different qualifi-
cations relevant to this diverse 
industry of ours. That’s train-
ing for bar staff, kitchen staff, 
premises managers, licensees, 
door supervisors and many 
more. One of BIIAB's most 
widely taken qualifications is 
the BIIAB National Certificate 
for Personal Licence Holders 
(NCPLH) which is the market-
leading qualification that any-
one needs to pass in order to 
apply for a licence to sell alco-
hol in England and Wales. 

LICENSEE OF THE YEAR  

Our members display some of 
the best examples of entrepre-
neurial spirit and business 
acumen you will see and 
we’re very proud of them. We 
have a number of ways of 
rewarding this too, and the 
highest accolade is our BII 
Licensee of the Year Award. 
Every year the best of the best 
step forward to be counted 
and, after a very robust and, 
frankly, quite gruelling selec-
tion process, we award one 
outstanding operator (or 
sometimes a pair/team) with 
the prestigious title of BII Li-
censee of the Year. 

AMBASSADOR 

The title comes with high ex-
pectations; the winner be-
comes an ambassador for all 
that is great and commend-
able about the industry; pro-
fessionalism, responsible 
retailing, a commitment to 
staff training and develop-
ment, community involvement 

and being an all round good 
egg! We’re just about to an-
nounce the winner of the 2010 
competition but if you know of 
a licensee who deserves this 
title, tell them to enter next 
year. The details are on our 
website. 

LOOK FOR THE LOGO 

So, next time you’re in a pub, 
look out for our logo behind 
the bar or by the front en-

trance. You’ll know you’re 
visiting a great pub run by 
someone who’s well qualified 
and takes pride in what they 
do. 
 
Cheers! 

FIND OUT MORE 

To find out more about BII, 
call 01276 684449 or visit 
www.bii.org 
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The Anchor Inn 
Eckington 

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food 
Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation   

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches 
Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights   

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome 
  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk 
Tel: 01386 750356 

Wye Valley Brewery celebrate 

25 years 
2010 will be the 25th year of 
brewing for Stoke Lacy based 
Wye Valley Brewery, and they 
plan to celebrate by brewing 
even more excellent beer.  

MANY CHANGES 

Wye Valley Brewery has come 
a long way since Peter Amor 
started brewing on 8th March 
1985 in the old stable block at 
The Barrels, Hereford. Since 
then the brewery has moved 
to Stoke Lacy, increased its 
tied estate and invested in a 
state of the art bottling facility.  

LIMITED EDITION 

Wye Valley Brewery will start 
its 25th year on a high, with 
the launch of its popular cask 
beer HPA, in bottled format. 
Numerous other events are 
planned including the release 
of a special Limited Edition 
bottled beer in March and a 
race night at Hereford Race-
course in August where cus-
tomers and staff will celebrate 
the brewery’s 25th anniver-
sary in style with real music 
and real ale! Also, the brew-
ery’s Herefordshire barley 
project will be realised and the 
first all Herefordshire beer will 
be produced, using local hops 
and local barley.  

TEAM EFFORT 

Said Peter Amor, Chairman 
and founder of Wye Valley 
Brewery, ‘It is obviously very 
gratifying to have come this 
far. It really is a collective 
achievement and our success 
is down to the dedication of 
the whole team at the brew-
ery.’ 
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The Dodford Inn 
THE PUB IN THE FIELD! 

Richard & Mini Scott welcome you to their new venture 
 

• Four ever changing guest ales 
• Three real ciders available 
• Home cooked food 
• Camping and caravanning facilities 
• Occasional live music Thursday evenings  
• Regular Beer Festivals 
• Special evenings e.g. cheese and sausage nights 
• Walkers, ramblers, bikers, cyclists, dogs and horses all  

welcome 
• Real fire in the winter months 
 

Enjoy a relaxing pint in beautiful  
Worcestershire countryside 

www.thedodfordinn.com 
Whinfield Road, Dodford 

Bromsgrove 
01527 575 815 

Open 
Mon 5 - 11 

Tue - Sun: 12 - 11 
 

Food served 
Tue - Fri 12 - 2.30,  6 - 9 

Sat 12 - 9 
Sun 12 - 4 

Our young member events 
are open to all, regardless of 
age or CAMRA membership. 
For further details and more 
events, check out the Young 
Members’ web page at 
www.rbcamra.org.uk, e-mail 
ym@rbcamra.org.uk or join 
our Facebook group, Redditch 
& Bromsgrove CAMRA Young 
members. 

REGULAR DATE 

Every Sunday we visit pubs 
around Redditch to shoot 
some pool, play some darts; 
and most importantly; taste 
some ales! So why not join us 
on our pub game marathon? 
We meet in the Seven Stars, 
Headless Cross B97 4LB at 
8pm. 

 CELEBRATE  
CASK ALE WEEK 

Wednesday 31st March – Red-
ditch pub crawl. Join us for a 
marathon of darts, pool and 
even pinball as we visit the 
best pubs of the 
Headless Cross 
area. To win 
some fabulous 
prizes as part of 
National Cask 
Ale Week, meet 
in the Gate 
Hangs Well, 
Headless Cross 
B97 5ES at 8pm. 

CIDER RULES 

On Saturday 
24th April The 
Cider House 

Paul Richards says you are never too old to join in 

Young Member Events 
rules! Join us as we scout out 
the best cider pubs in Worces-
tershire. Meet at the Golden 
Cross, Bromsgrove B61 8HH  
at 10am. Booking is recom-
mended for this minibus tour.  
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Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 
 

01299 
896677 

 
 

 

Worcestershire CAMRA  
Pub of the Year  

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2009 
West Midlands Region  

Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 
 

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 
Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

tered area complete with late 
music license!  

OPEN DAY 

Punch are holding a Open 
Event at the pub on March 
10th to showcase the invest-
ment and the amazing oppor-
tunity this represents. For full 
details get in touch with Sandi 
in our recruitment team on 
0844 848 3269 or visit 
www.punchpubs.co.uk 

Advertisement Feature 

Run your own Pub? 
It is a rare occurrence that a 
venue with both a fantastic 
range of real cask ales and a 
live entertainment and music 
license comes along. And yet 
here we have exactly that! 
The Red Man, Kidderminster 
is a superb Pub Business Op-
portunity for someone who is 
passionate about live enter-
tainment, in tune with the 
music network and also un-
derstands the value and bene-
fit of the cask ale category. 

INVESTMENT MAKEOVER 

What’s more, Punch Partner-
ships have a fantastic invest-
ment of over £100,000 to give 
the venue a complete make 
over both internally and exter-
nally, where there is a shel-
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Peter Luff MP gives an insight into chairing Select Committee 

Business, Innovation and Skills 
I never thought the chairman-
ship of the Business Innova-
tion and Skills Select Commit-
tee would give me such a 
profile with the nations’ beer 
drinkers and innkeepers – but I 
suppose I should have real-
ised what taking on the Pub-
cos would mean! 

WIDE REMIT 

So I want to give you an in-
sight into the work I do as 
chairman of the committee at 
the House of Commons. The 
role of any select committee is 
to scrutinise a particular area 
of Government policy. The BIS 
Select Committee has a very 
wide remit shadowing Lord 
Mandelson’s super-
department and we have con-
ducted inquiries on a great 
range of issues, including, of 
course, the pub industry. 

CONCERNS OVER  
TREATMENT 

My Committee has had a long-
standing interest in the pub 
industry. In 2004, the Trade 
and Industry Committee pub-
lished a report on Pub Compa-
nies (Pubcos), having been 
alerted by constituents to 
continuing problems being 
experienced by lessees. In 
2008, we revisited the issues 
raised in that report. What we 
heard demonstrated to us that 
little, if any, progress had 
been made since that first 
report, despite undertakings 
by the industry to address its 
shortcomings and commit to 
change. We were also con-
cerned by a number of the 
rather colourful accounts we 
received of the treatment of 

The Fox Inn  
Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 
01562-777247  

 
 

Three ever changing guest 
real ales  

 
 

Over 1500 guest beers  
over the last nine years! 

 

Fun Quiz night every 
Thursday  

 
Traditional carvery &  

home cooked specials 

lessees by pub companies. 
We published our findings in 
May 2009. That report made 
some far reaching recommen-
dations, including making the 
use of restrictive covenants 
(preventing pubs from being 
sold on as pubs) illegal and 
giving the lessees the choice 
of being free of tie accompa-
nied by a fair rent review.  

LAST CHANCE 

It is usual for the Government 
to respond within two months 
of a select committee report’s 
publication but we asked Gov-
ernment hold back its re-
sponse. This was intended to 
give the industry one last 
chance to demonstrate that it 
could reform without Govern-
ment intervention.  

PROPOSALS 

Since publication of our Re-
port, there have been a num-
ber of industry driven propos-
als to improve self regulation. 
Last autumn, we tested these 
proposals when we took evi-
dence from the surveyors 
(RICS), the industry (BBPA) 
and the newly formed lobby 
group, the Independent Pub 
Confederation.  

POTENTIAL 

Now that the new industry 
code of conduct has at last 
been finalised, we hope to 
report soon on our findings. 
We are encouraged by a lot of 
what we have heard, but there 
is still some way to go. There 
is the potential for meaningful 
change and I am optimistic 
that it could be to the benefit 
of the consumer, the publican 

and the industry as a whole. 
However, we will not stop our 
scrutiny of the industry until 
that potential becomes a real-
ity.  

PROPER  
SELF REGULATION 

This really is the last opportu-
nity for the industry to provide 
proper self-regulation; if it 
passes up that opportunity, 
then I believe that Govern-
ment intervention will be the 
only option left. How wonder-
ful it would be if the industry 
made a success of its reforms. 
Then we could all concentrate 
on all the other important 
things that need to be done to 
ensure a thriving future for the 
pub industry. 
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TALBOT INN 
Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 
www.talbotinn.net 

 

• CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005 

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able 

• Large patio and garden 
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week 

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant 

Want to find Good Beer Guide pubs on your iPhone? 

There’s an App for That 
CAMRA is pleased to an-
nounce that the Good Beer 
Guide Mobile is now available 
for the Apple iPhone and iPod 
Touch – the perfect solution to 
pub-finding on the move.  

DETAILED INFORMATION 

Simple to use, Good Beer 
Guide Mobile provides de-
tailed information for all 4,500-
plus current Good Beer Guide 
pubs and initially costs just 
£1.19 for 30 days. You can 
then subscribe to the service 
for a whole year from within 
the application for £8.99.  

EASY TO DOWNLOAD 

For more details and 
download information go to 
www.camra.org.uk/gbgmobile  
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Ludlow Food Spring Festival offers plenty for visitors 

Judge for a Day 
Come and meet SIBA (Society 
of Independent Brewers, es-
tablished in 1980) brewers at 
the Ludlow Food Spring Festi-
val: Beer, Bangers & Bread! 
We will be celebrating the 
SIBA/ Ludlow Spring Festival 
at Ludlow Real Ale Festival 
2010 in the Festival Pub in the 
grounds of the historic Ludlow 
Castle, with 150 different ales, 
from independent brewers 
throughout Wales, the West 
and the Marches. Also ciders 
and fruit wines will be avail-
able. 

SECOND YEAR 

Now in its second year, the 
festival is going from strength 
to strength, playing host to the 
SIBA Wales & West Beer Com-

petition 2010 with a variety of 
classes being judged, fol-
lowed by an opportunity for 
the public to taste award win-
ning beers in a relaxed atmos-
phere. 
For information on opening 
times and ticket prices, please 
go to 
www.springevent.org.uk. 

JUDGE FOR THE DAY 

If you are over 18 and think 
you have what it takes to help 
judge the region’s best ales, 
or you would like to win 2 
tickets for the festival, you 
simply need to send your 
contact details, including 
postal address, with your an-
swer to the competition ques-
tion. Applications should be 

sent to BeerCompeti-
tions@SIBA.co.uk and the 
judges/ticket winners will be 
selected at random. The clos-
ing date is 6th April. Judges 
will need to be available at 
Ludlow Castle 10.30am to 
3pm on 7th May. Judges will 
also need to arrange their own 
transport and accommoda-
tion. Judges and ticket win-
ners will be contacted by 
email. 
For the chance to win, send 
your answer to the following 
question. Which anniversary 
will SIBA celebrate this year? 
A 20 years 
B 30 years 
C 50 years 
For full terms and conditions 
visit www.siba.co.uk/events/?
page_id=599 



24 

Last year the Worcester 
CAMRA Beer, Cider and Perry 
Festival ran a competition to 
win a day at the Wye Valley 
Brewery as 'Brewers for the 
Day'. The winner was Mike 
Herlihy and he thoroughly 
enjoyed helping out with 
brewing a batch of Butty Bach. 

CHANCE TO TRY 

Mike said, "My brother and I 
really enjoyed our day at Wye 
Valley Brewery. The staff were 
very friendly, and we learned 
a lot about the brewing proc-
ess. I look forward to the 
chance to try some of the beer 
that we helped to brew!" 

HELP APPRECIATED 

Wye Valley duty brewer Jamie 
said "I really appreciated their 

help with brewing Butty Bach, 
which will later be bottled." 

WORCESTER 2010 

This year the Worcester festi-
val will be held 12th-14th Au-
gust. Details of this years festi-
val and competitions will be 
available at www.  
worcesterbeerfest.org.uk 

Competition winner has a busy time at Wye Valley 

Brewer for the Day 

Mike and James enjoying the hops 
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CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale, has crowned the 
Kelham Island Tavern, Shef-
field, as its National Pub of the 
Year for 2009. 

 WINNER LAST YEAR 

Last year, the Kelham Island 
Tavern picked up the same 
award, making it the first pub 
in CAMRA’s history to win its 
most coveted accolade in 
consecutive years. Only two 
other pubs have ever won the 
award twice, the Fat Cat, Nor-
wich (1998, 2004), and the 
Swan, Little Totham, Essex 
(2002, 2005). 

 CRITERIA 

CAMRA’s National Pub of the 
Year competition analyses all 
the criteria that make a good 

pub including 
the quality of the 
beer, atmos-
phere, décor, 
customer ser-
vice, and all-
round value of 
the pub visit. 
The competition 
is overseen by 
CAMRA’s 110,000-strong 
membership. 

 OVERWHELMED 

Kelham Island Tavern licen-
see, Trevor Wraith, said: “We 
are once again overwhelmed 
at the judge’s results and de-
lighted to be awarded 
CAMRA’s top prize for the 
second year running. It’s truly 
a great achievement and 

something we never dreamt 
of when we first opened.” 

 RUNNERS UP 

 The National Pub of the Year 
runners-up were the Royal 
Oak Inn, Wantage, Oxon, 
OX12 8DF; the Crown Hotel, 
Worthington, Gtr Manchester, 
WN1 2XF; and the 
Royal Oak, Friday Street, West 
Sussex, RH12 4QA. 

Yorkshire pub judged best in Britain 

Kelham Island Wins Again  
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serving quality real ale can sign 
up to the scheme by visiting 
www.camra.org.uk/
discountscheme 
 
•  A warm welcome awaits 
those who venture to the 
Wyche Inn, Malvern from new 
hosts Tony Skelton and 
Stephanie Daly. They are now 
up and running with their guest 
beer range. Recently available 
were Kinver Crystal and 
Broughs Bitter. Plans are to 
feature more beers from both  
brewers, with Wye Valley HPA 
to follow soon after. Their 
commitment is to source all the 
guest beers from independent 
and micro brewers, local and 
nationwide. Hobsons Bitter and 
Malvern Hills Black Pear will be 
kept as their regular beers. The 
Wyche Inn offers superb views 
and is a great location for a pint 
after walking the Malvern Hills. 
 
• Jennings Brewery has 
started brewing its first batch of 
beer since the floods last 
November. 
 
• Being a CAMRA member 
does have other benefits. UK 
Boat Hire, Alvechurch, near to 
the Weighbridge, are offering 
10% discount to CAMRA 
members when they hire a 
canal boat for a holiday. UK 
Boat Hire with locations at 
Alvechurch and Worcester plus 
ten other starting points 
throughout the country gives 
you the chance to explore over 
1500 miles of waterways. More 
details at www.ukboathire.com 
 
 

• The Weighbridge, 
Alvechurch was recently voted 
as one of the six best canal-side 
restaurants, pubs and cafés in 
the country by Canalguide.co.uk 
a canal enthusiast website. 
 
• Sandy and Drew of the Mug 
House, Bewdley have taken on 
the Angel, also in Bewdley. 
They are in the process of 
refurbishing it and hope to be 
open around Easter. This new 
venture, which will run 
alongside the Mug House, will 
be more family orientated 
offering good food with a 
special welcome for families. 
The range of beers won't be as 
extensive as the Mug House but 
will no doubt be kept to the 
same high standard. Whilst all 
that is going on there will be a 
beer festival at the Mug House 
over the May Day bank holiday 
weekend starting at 6pm 30th 
April and on until 6pm 3rd May. 
 
• The Firefly, Worcester now 
has four ales available starting 
at £2 a pint and all from 
breweries within 30 miles of the 
pub in line with the CAMRA 
LocAle scheme. 
 
• CAMRA has launched a new 
initiative to help drive trade into 
community pubs by introducing 
a national real ale discount 
scheme for members. There are 
already pubs that offer CAMRA 
members a discount on ales but 
these are not always clearly 
promoted. CAMRA has 
produced free posters that offer 
space for pubs to write in the 
discounts they offer to card-
carrying members. CAMRA 
branch officials and any pub 

Quick Halves • The sudden closure of the 
Foley Arms, Malvern made 
the national press when 
despite residents still staying 
in the hotel it was closed by 
the owners and boarding up 
commenced. The future use of 
the 200 year old site is 
uncertain. 
 
• Concerns over the future of 
the Vernon Arms, Hanbury 
were allayed with new owners 
taking over and intending to 
invest in the premises.  
 
• Titlark's Traditional Cider 
Company, near Himbleton, 
Droitwich WR9 7JY, has 
recently opened offering a 
range of cider and perry. If 
visiting to purchase you will 
need to take your own 
containers. Call 01905 391498 
for more details. 

The Weighbridge 
Beer Festival 

 
Friday 14th &  

Saturday 15th May 
 

30 Beers, 10 Ciders, 
6 Perries & selection 

of fruit wines 
 

Opening times 
Friday 6pm - 11pm 

Saturday 12am - 11pm 

 More details at 
www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

Hot & cold food available 

Morris Dancing & Samba Band 
Saturday Lunchtime 
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Pubs worth seeking out 

Little Gems 
GALTON ARMS,  

HIMBLETON, 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

The Galton Arms is a little 
gem in our own area. This is a 
delightful pub with a tiled floor 
in the bar, partly carpeted and 
with exposed original wooden 
beams. A set of beams divides 
the bar and at one end there is 
an open log fire. 

HOSTELRY TO PUB 

The building dates back to the 
15th Century and was origi-
nally a hostelry with three 
guest bedrooms as the old 
London Road passed the front 
door. It became a pub in 
the1800's and was called the 
Harrow Inn. It was later re-
named after a local family and 

depicts their coat of arms on 
the pub sign. 
 At one end of the bar there 
is a small annex, with tables 
and chairs, for eating. How-
ever many people prefer to 
eat in the bar, especially at 
lunchtimes. The more formal 
restaurant is very pleasant and 
comprises two rooms with a 
short passage between them. 
Upstairs there is a function 
room that accommodates up 
to 45 people. The garden is 
half lawn and half paving. It is 
well set out for customers to 
enjoy their drinks outside in 
the summer. There is ade-
quate parking. 

FIVE REAL ALES 

There are usually five excel-
lent real ales available and 
include Banks's Bitter, 
Bathams Bitter and Galton 
Arms Pale Ale brewed by Wye 

Valley plus 
guest ales. 
Some of these 
are frequently 
from brewer-
ies not nor-
mally serving 
this area.  

FOOD AVAILABLE 

The food ranges from sand-
wiches to full meals, all of 
which is very good with some 
interesting choices. There is a 
changing specials board. The 
chef, Joe, has been there for 
two years. 
 The licensee, Terry, who 
has been there for ten years, 
ensures that all visitors re-
ceive excellent service, good 
beer and good food. 
 It is well worth making 
every effort to visit this pub 
where you will receive a very 
warm welcome. 

 

 
 
 

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  
Give us a call.  

 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  
 

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890 
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© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2010 

 

Pint Taken is published by 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  
Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 
real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  
Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-
lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  
Cookhill, Alcester,  

B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 
Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  
 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  
available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  
Council 

Trading Standards 
County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 
Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 
230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Items for publication should be sent by April 30th 2010 

Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated. 

 
Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Glenda on: 07728378892) 

www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 
Tue 16 Mar Kidderminster - Meet in King and Castle DY10 1QX 7.45pm 
Tue 13 Apr Bewdley countryside - Meet at Colliers, Clows Top DY14 9HA 

7.45 pm  
Sat 8 May Mild afternoon - Tour of country pubs serving mild. Mini bus & 

venues TBA. Contact Glenda 07728378892 
  

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Doug on: 07842 135354) 
www.rbcamra.org.uk 

Sat 20 Mar Social - Burton Beer Festival contact gez.quinn@sky.com for 
more details and travel arrangements 

Tue 23 Mar Branch meeting - Hop Pole, Droitwich WR9 8ED 
Tue 27 Apr Branch meeting - Bird in Hand, Stockwood B96 6SX (Theme 

Bromsgrove Beer Festival) 
Tue 25 May AGM - French Hen, Clent DY9 9PY  
  

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018) 
www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Wed 10 Mar Branch meeting - Morgan, Malvern WR14 3EQ  
Wed 14 Apr Branch meeting - Swan, Birlingham, WR10 3AQ 
Wed 12 May AGM - Plough, Worcester, WR1 2HN 
 

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313) 
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area 
 

CAMRA Beer Festivals 
 

Coventry Beer Festival 
Coventry Rugby Football Club Ground, Butts Road, Coventry CV1 3GE 

March 5th - 6th 
 

Burton Beer Festival 
Town Hall, Burton on Trent DE14 2EB 

March 18th - 20th 
 

Walsall Beer Festival 
Walsall Town Hall, Leicester Street, Walsall WS1 1AA 

March 25th - 27th 
 

Stourbridge Beer Festival 
Stourbridge Town Hall, Market Street, Stourbridge DY8 1YE 

April 29th - May 1st 
 

For more information on your local branch go to 
www.pinttaken.org.uk 
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PINT TAKEN (WORCESTERSHIRE) 
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And Finally... 
New Chair for 
CAMRA… 
Colin Valentine, former 
CAMRA National Vice-
Chairman and Branch Chair-
man of CAMRA’s Edinburgh 
and South East Scotland, has 
taken over the role from Paula 
Waters, who will remain on 
CAMRA’s board of Directors, 
the National Executive. 

 LEADERSHIP 

Mike Benner, CAMRA’s Chief 
Executive, said: ‘CAMRA has 
grown in stature since Paula 
Waters took over the position 
of CAMRA’s National Chair-
man in 2004, and through her 
leadership, CAMRA surpassed 
its 100,000 member mile-

stone, and has campaigned 
successfully on many levels to 
promote and protect commu-
nity pubs and local brewers 
and consumer rights. Her 
reign as Chairman over the 
past 6 years has seen a shift in 
the number of consumers 
trying real ale for the first time, 
a boom in the number of real 
ale brewers operating in the 
UK, and major changes to the 
pub industry, not least in the 
way pubs are now licensed 
and regulated. 

OVERWHELMED  

Colin Valentine, newly-
appointed CAMRA National 
Chairman, said: ‘I am over-
whelmed that my fellow direc-
tors have chosen me to lead 
the Campaign. I have a very 
hard act to follow having 
taken over from CAMRA's first 

female Chairman and I can 
only hope that, as CAMRA's 
first Scottish Chairman, I carry 
on the good work. Even with 
record number of members 
signing up, we still face chal-
lenging times and I aim to be 
as strong a champion of the 
pub-goer as Paula was.’ 

 HONOUR 

Paula Waters, CAMRA’s for-
mer Chairman, said, ‘It’s been 
an honour to serve CAMRA as 
its National Chairman and I 
thank our thousands of com-
mitted activists and my fellow 
National Executive members 
for their hard work and sup-
port. I rest assured that the 
Campaign will continue to 
thrive under the Chairmanship 
of Colin.’ 



31  

REAL ALES: 
FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY 

& Guest Beers 

 

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun 

FREE HOUSE 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant  
01564 823386 

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA  

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 
All Subject to Availability 
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