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Pint Taken AWARD WINNING 

Summer 2010 
The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter FREE FREE 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

Worcestershire’s Premier CAMRA Beer Festivals ready for opening - See pages 16 & 17 

Let’s get the Party Started! 
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A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 
ciders. 
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 
 
Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 
     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. - 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  
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TALBOT INN 
Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 
www.talbotinn.net 

 

• CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005 

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able 

• Large patio and garden 
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week 

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant 

CAMRA members flock to the Isle of Man 

Members Weekend 2010 

The Teme Valley 
Brewery 
The Talbot 
Knightwick 
Worcester 
WR6 5PH 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk 

This That T’other blond 

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation 
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

 

Teme Valley Market June 13th, July 11th, August 8th 
 Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard  

First Midland Red route 420 

Tasting notes now listed on Cyclops www.cyclopsbeer.co.uk 

Seasonal Beers:  
nota bene 4% 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

Despite the attempts of a cer-
tain volcano in Iceland 799 
dedicated members from 
across the country attended 
the CAMRA Members' Week-
end and AGM at the Villa Ma-
rina, Douglas.  
 The event successfully pro-
vided members with the op-
portunity to discuss future 
policy and direction, as well as 
providing an opportunity for 
members to socialise with 
friends, visit recommended 
pubs and go on organised 
trips.  

NEWS ROUNDUP 

Guest speaker Dr 
Mike Cowbourne 
of Okells Brewery 
gave a potted 

history of the brewery, as 
well as detailing the history 
of brewing on the Island.  
 All 20 motions were de-
bated and the results can be 
viewed online at 
www.camra.org.uk 
 The two members' bars 
were busy at all times and 
served an excellent range of 
quality real ale, cider and 
perry. 
 Local pubs in Douglas and 
the rest of the island were 
frequently visited throughout 
the weekend and a number of 
organised trips to local brew-
eries took place. 

SHEFFIELD 2011 

Plans are already well ad-
vanced for next year’s event 

which will be held at the Octa-
gon Centre, University of 
Sheffield. With a fantastic 
selection of pubs, great trans-
port links and hopefully no 
active 
volca-
noes it 
should 
prove 
to be a 
great 
week-
end! 

Gheluvelt Gold 4% 
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 The licensee’s view from 

The other side of the Bar 
Your Name: Tony Skelton. 
Your Pub and Location: The 
Wyche Inn, 74 Wyche Road, 
Malvern, Worcestershire. 
What makes for a successful 
real ale pub? Serving a good 
selection of well kept real ales 
from local and other small 
brewers near and far, with a 
warm and friendly welcome to 
all our customers. A warm 
and friendly atmosphere goes 
a long way in a public house. 
CAMRA – help or hindrance? 
Being a CAMRA member I 
have to say yes. Being in-
cluded in the ‘Good Beer 
Guide’ would hopefully get us 
known to a wider audience. 
Most memorable event last 
year: Finding the Wyche Inn 

totally free of tie when up for 
lease. 

Biggest challenge facing 
pubs this year: Supermar-
kets selling cheap booze and 
business rates, fuel and utili-
ties always on the increase. 
Single wish for the future: 
That the Wyche Inn goes 
from strength to strength. 
Favourite tipple: Pale, light 
hoppy beers. 
Most enjoyable thing to do 
when away from the pub: 
Being new to the Wyche, 
Steph and I haven’t had the 
chance to get out yet, but I’m 
sure we will eventually walk 
the Hills and seek out other 
real ale pubs. I do try and get 
back to my home town to 

support my local football 
team, Stafford Rangers. 
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Local  
News 

Opening times:  12 till Late Every Day except 
    Tuesday 5 till late. 
 
Quiz Night:        Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm 
                                   With Play Your Cards Right. 
 
Live Bands:        Saturday Nights - call for details  

Listed In Good Beer Guide 2010 

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,  
Worcestershire, B97 4JH 
Telephone: 01527 402299 

 
Four ales on sale  
Regulars 
Timothy Taylor’s- Landlord,  
Greene King- Abbot Ale, 
 
Guest Ales, currently  
Cannon Royall – Fruiterers Mild 
Purity- UBU 

ROBIN HOOD RE-OPENS 

Drinkers of real ale had some-
thing to celebrate when the 
Robin Hood, Drayton re-
opened. Recently purchased 
from Punch Taverns by Gary 
Attwood, the pub has under-
gone extensive refurfurbish-
ment without spoiling the 
ambience.  

The bar has been extended 
into the old storeroom and a 
small passageway leads to the 
lounge which is unaltered. 
There are four real ales on tap 
with plans for two more and a 
real cider. Snacks are served 
and there are plans to serve 
cooked meals in future. Out-
side there is a paved patio and 

a large 
garden 
with a 
covered 
smoking 
area. The 
landlord 
John 
Kain has 
many 
years 
experi-
ence in 

the licensed trade having run 
real ale pubs in Stourport 
including the Rose & Crown, 
the Holly Bush and the Black 
Star. 

ANOTHER ONE LOST? 

Although not known as a real 
ale pub, the Sugarbrook, 
Bromsgrove is currently 
closed. Owners Enterprise 
have advertising banners out-
side the premises encourag-
ing people to consider a new 
career as a tenant. Recent 
reports show that in a declin-

ing beer and lager market, 
pubs offering real ale are 
more likely to be well sup-
ported than those that do not. 
Rumours that McDonalds may 
be interested in the site as a 
potential ‘drive through’ venue 
since withdrawing from the 
town several years ago have 
so far failed to be substanti-
ated. 

MONKEY HOUSE  
UNDER THREAT? 

If you're a fan, this summer 
might be your last chance to 
visit the Monkey House, Def-
ford, a much-loved haunt of 
cider drinkers. Apparently Gill 
Collins is considering closing 
the premises as she is finding 
it too hard to run the place on 
her own since Graham's 
death. Do make the effort to 
visit this summer. 

Recently re-opened Robin Hood, Drayton 

The Sugarbrook, Bromsgrove a sign of 
the times? 
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Many projects take a little 
longer than planned. The ex-
pansion of The Teme Valley 
Brewery from five barrel brew 
lengths to 15 barrels has taken 
nearly five years from the 
purchase of equipment to first 
brew. 

FLOODS AND SNOW 

The equipment saw many 
years’ hard work at the back of 
the Barrels in Hereford at the 
old Wye Valley Brewery. It’s 
new home in the old squash 
courts behind the Talbot in 
Knightwick was submerged by 
the floods in 2007 causing 
delays to the start of building 
work. The conversion finally 
began in May last year with 
the finishing touches applied 
in January 2010 in protracted 
arctic conditions. 

EASY ACCESS 

The new brewery has been 
designed to make life as easy 
as possible. Hygienic cladding 
for the walls and ceiling, resin 
sealed floor and plenty of 
space make daily cleaning 
tasks simple and straightfor-
ward. Forklift access makes 
movement of casks and bot-
tles simpler and safer. The 
mash tun and copper are 
safely isolated from the fer-
menting vessels and extractor 
fans will stop the brewhouse 
doubling for a sauna in the 
summer. 

MORE CONSISTENT 

I’m not certain why I thought 
everything would run perfectly 
from day one but, after a short 
bedding in process, brewing 
days run very smoothly. Espe-

cially if I can touch wood at 
regular intervals. The gas fired 
copper gives a much more 
vigorous boil, improving the 
extraction of flavour from the 
hops and helping to extend 
the shelf life of the beer. The 
bigger fermentation vessels 
have helped to make brewing 
more consistent. They also 
retain more of the complex 
flavours, giving the beer 
greater character. I can’t wait 
to see how the stronger beers 
turn out.  

NEW BREW 

The real test will be my first 
new brew. “nota bene” a 4% 
ABV beer, pale with a hint of 
ruby colouring gently hopped 
with Challenger for bitterness 

Chris Gooch tries to make his life easier 

Expansion at Teme Valley 

Rocklands Club 

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worc's B97 4LB 
Tel 01527 544356 

Large and Small Function Rooms Available for  
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc. 

Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing  & Ballroom. 

Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences. 

New Members and Families Welcome. 

Now Serving a range  
of Real Ales  

including Bathams Best 

and First Gold hops for aroma. 
It will go on sale in May and 
should be around all summer.  

OPEN INVITATION 

The new brewery makes it 
much easier to brew beer but, 
because we now produce 
three times as much, we are 
working harder to reach new 
customers and deliver the 
extra beer. I’m also keen to 
show off the hard work so 
please get in touch if you 
would like a brewery tour. 
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Results from the Reading Festival Cider and Perry awards 

National Champions 
The overall winners of the 
CAMRA National Cider and 
Perry Championships 2010, 
held annually at the Reading 
Beer and Cider Festival, Read-
ing, Berkshire were recently 
announced.  

CIDER 

The winner of the Cider Gold 
medal was Sandford Orchards 
Cider, (Crediton, Devon) de-
scribed as having a fruity 
aroma with wonderful honey-
suckle and banana notes, and 
a long, sweet aftertaste. 

PERRY 

The winner of the Perry Gold 
medal was Hartlands Farm-
house Perry, (Tirley, Glouces-
tershire) described as a beau-
tiful perry, well-balanced in 
aroma and taste, with a great 

combination of 
spice and sweet-
ness. 
 The Champion-
ships featured 24 ciders and 
24 perries, selected from dif-
ferent regions of the UK, and 
assessed on factors such as 
aroma, flavour, overall bal-
ance and finish by a judging 
panel consisting of publicans, 
drinks writers and CAMRA 
members.  

MORE DETAILS 

More information can be 
found at www.camra.org.uk/
cider  

 

WE’RE IN THE 
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 

WE PUT THE ‘ALES’ 
 INTO HALESOWEN 

FIND US 10 MINS WALK FROM 
HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE ON 

THE STOURBRIDGE ROAD  
(NO 9 BUS PASSES THE PUB) 

21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN 

2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR 
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 

 WE SERVE  
 UP TO 

 14 REAL ALES 

5 REAL CIDERS 
& 

6 BEERS FROM THE CONTINENT 
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Editoreale 
An interesting 

debate has 
been started as 
to why bottle 

conditioned 
British beer is not 

available in hotels, bars and 
events across most of the 
country yet so called ’designer 
lagers’ are. Perhaps it’s the 
fact that bottle conditioned 
beer cannot be ’swigged’ di-
rect from the bottle or have a 
piece of fruit rammed down its 
neck that is the issue? One 
commentator remarked that 
good bottled real ale in bottles 
comes in a thirst quenching 
pint size measure rather than 
tiny over priced chilly bottled 
lagers.  However more and 
more CAMRA beer festivals 
offer visitors the opportunity 
to try third pint measures and 
hence experience more of the 
products available without the 
volume. Perhaps that is one 
for our local brewers to think 
about and develop? 
 
There is a lot of activity 
around Worcestershire 
CAMRA branches as prepara-
tions for their beer festivals 
reach the last stages. Why not 
try one (or two) you won’t be 
disappointed! You’ll probably 
see me there with something 
light and hoppy in my glass 
although I do enjoy the fantas-
tic breadth of flavours in cask 
ales. There is certainly a beer 
for everyone. 
 
Have a great summer! 
  
Cheers, 
Charlie Ayres,  
Editor 
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Preparations for CAMRA’s 
flagship event, the Great Brit-
ish Beer Festival are very 
much underway, and already 
the event looks to be shaping 
up to be a huge success! 

DEMAND 

Such is the demand for quality 
real ale, cider and perry that 
advanced ticket sales are up 
by almost a third on last year. 
 Last year, the Festival at-
tracted a fantastic 64,000 peo-
ple, with drinkers keen to sam-
ple the 500 real ales, ciders 
and perries from across the 
UK.  

COMPETITION TIME 

For a chance to win 1 of 25 
pairs of tickets to the Great 
British Beer Festival 2010 just 
answer the following question 

Which brewery’s beer was 
crowned overall Champion 
Beer of Britain last year at the 
Festival? 
a) Greene King 
b) Rudgate 
c) Marston’s 
To enter simply send your 
answer by email to 
jon.howard@camra.org.uk 
with the title ‘GBBF 2010 com-
petition’. Please include your 
full name, contact telephone 
number, email address and 
address for delivery of tickets.  
 The closing date for entries 
is Monday July 19th 2010. 
Winners will be notified by 
Wednesday July 28th 2010. 

FESTIVAL DETAILS 

The Festival runs from Tues-
day August 3rd to Saturday 
August 7th and full details of 

opening times and everything 
to do with this year’s Great 
British Beer Festival can be 
found at www.gbbf.org.uk 

TICKETS 

Tickets for this year’s Festival 
can be purchased through the 
See Tickets hotline on 0844 
412 4640 or from the Festival 
website at www.gbbf.org.uk  

Britain’s biggest Festival planning is at an advanced stage 

Back With a Bang! 
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Regular changing guest ales 
including  

Wye Valley HPA, Butty Bach  
and Abbott Ale 

Wye Valley celebrate 25 years with a Stout 

Dorothy’s New Brew 
To celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of Herefordshire’s Wye 
Valley Brewery, Head Brewer 
Jimmy Swan has crafted a 
unique new beer: Dorothy 
Goodbody’s Imperial Stout. 

LOCAL INGREDIENTS 

This limited edition, bottle-
conditioned Imperial Stout is 
brewed with Herefordshire’s 
finest hops and Herefordshire 
malted barley, making it a 
truly local beer!  
 Wye Valley Brewery’s 
‘Herefordshire barley project’ 
was launched on 10th October 
2008 when the classic barley 
variety Maris Otter was 
planted at Upper Derndale 
Farm, in Canon Pyon. The 
barley was harvested on 25th 

July 2009, and 
malting followed 
at Warminster Maltings. The 
resulting Dorothy Goodbody’s 
Imperial Stout is the brewery’s 
first beer to contain all Here-
fordshire hops and Hereford-
shire barley.  

LIMITED EDITION 

This dark silky beer has sweet 
vanilla and toffee flavours, 
which give way to a delicate 
lingering hoppy character. The 
result is a warming, rich, full-
bodied stout that will improve 
with age.  
 Only 6,000 bottles have 
been produced and supplies 
of this 7.0% ABV beer can be 
obtained from Wye Valley’s 
Brewery Shop.  

The Fox Inn  
Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 
01562-777247  

 
 

Three ever changing guest 
real ales  

 
 

Over 1500 guest beers  
over the last nine years! 

 

Fun Quiz night every 
Thursday  

 
Traditional carvery &  

home cooked specials 
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REAL ALES: 
FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY 

& Guest Beers 

 

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun 

FREE HOUSE 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant  
01564 823386 

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA  

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 
All Subject to Availability 

The future of Kidderminster 
CAMRA sub-branch looked in 
some doubt when Glenda 
Harvey announced her inten-
tion of stepping down as sec-
retary and acting chair. How-
ever at a meeting held re-
cently at the King and Castle, 
Kidderminster, branch mem-
bers were invited to share 
their views on the way for-
ward and elect a new commit-
tee. 

GOOD START 

The meeting began, as all 
good meetings do, with a 
sampling of the ales on offer. 
Bathams Bitter and Cannon 
Royall King's Shilling came out 
as the favourites for the eve-
ning but all the ales were sam-
pled and those present agreed 

they were all kept to a high 
standard.  

SUPPORT 

Several committee members 
from the Redditch and 
Bromsgrove parent branch 
came along to the meeting to 
offer support and guidance. 
Paul Richards, chairman of 
Redditch & Bromsgrove took 
the chair for the meeting and 
the key responsibilities for 
branch officers were read out. 

REFLECTION 

Following a beer break, a chat 
and a chance to reflect, a 
number of Kidderminster 
members came forward to 
stand for the various positions 
in the branch. Each person 
was nominated and a vote 
taken and the new committee 

was formed. The new chair-
man is Nigel Rutter, with 
David Osborn taking on the 
role of secretary, and Laur-
ence Fisher elected to the post 
of membership secretary. 
Richard Purcell and Sarah 
Oxford were voted in as pub 
liaison officers. Glenda will 
remain as an advisor to the 
new committee. 

FUTURE DATES 

The new committee sug-
gested that future meetings be 
held on the third Tuesday of 
each month starting at 
7.45pm. The first meeting, on 
15th June at the Mug House, 
Bewdley, DY12 2EE, will give 
an opportunity for all mem-
bers to meet the new commit-
tee and hear about their ideas 
for future events.  

New committee for the Kidderminster CAMRA sub-branch 

ALL Change at the Top 
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The Anchor Inn 
Eckington 

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food 
Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation   

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches 
Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights   

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome 
  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk 
Tel: 01386 750356 

Hereford Beer Festival News 

Wye VI 

After making the news when 
last year’s festival sold out, the 
organisers of this year’s festi-
val promise 30% more beer! 

DIARY DATE 

The sixth Beer on the Wye 
festival will run from Friday, 
July 9th to Sunday, July 11th 
at Hereford Rowing Club, 
Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford. 
HR4 0BE. Full details are avail-
able on the Hereford CAMRA 
website 
www.herefordcamra.freeuk. 
com/festival.htm 

The Dodford Inn 
THE PUB IN THE FIELD! 

Richard & Mini Scott welcome you to... 
 

• Four ever changing guest ales 
• Three real ciders available 
• Home cooked food - The Black Rock Grill unique dining 

experience 
• Camping and caravanning facilities 
• Occasional live music Thursday evenings  
• Regular Beer Festivals 
• Special evenings e.g. cheese and sausage nights 
• Walkers, ramblers, bikers, cyclists, dogs and horses all  

welcome 
• Real fire in the winter months 
 

 

www.thedodfordinn.com 
Whinfield Road, Dodford, Bromsgrove 

01527 575 815 

Open 
Mon 5 - 11 

Tue - Sun: 12 - 11 
 

Food served 
Tue - Fri 12 - 2.30,  6 - 9 

Sat 12 - 9 
Sun 12 - 4 

Enjoy a relaxing pint in beautiful Worcestershire countryside 
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EIGHTH BROMSGROVE 
BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL 

The best ever range of beer, 
cider and perry at the eighth 
Bromsgrove Beer Festival 
2010! That’s the commitment 
from the organising commit-
tee for the festival. 

 Known to attract real ale 
lovers and people seeking an 
enjoyable day out in equal 
measure, Bromsgrove Beer 
and Cider Festival, now in its 
eighth year, is looking to build 
on previous successes. To 
mark the event, the logo fea-
tures our own Henry the 
Eighth! 

LARGE CHOICE 

Over 100 beers plus cider and 
perry will be available for visi-
tors to taste at the festival, 
which runs from Thursday, 
July 15th to Saturday, July 
17th at Bromsgrove Rugby 
Club, Finstall, Bromsgrove 
B60 2HF a short walk from the 
railway station. 

THIRD MEASURES 

This year, the festival aims to 
encourage visitors to sample 
the range of different styles 
that are available. These in-
clude delicate and refreshing 
perries made from orchard 
grown pears, tasty ciders, 
golden coloured and clean 
tasting pale ales, traditional 
bitters and dark, malty milds. 
The latter have recently seen a 
resurgence in popularity fol-
lowing CAMRA’s Mild in May 
promotion and this year’s 
event will be hosting the 
CAMRA West Midlands Mild 
of the Year competition. 

TRADE NIGHT 

Admission costs just £5 which 
includes a deposit for a com-
memorative glass and there is 
a discount for card-carrying 
CAMRA members. 
 Licensees and those in the 
trade are invited to attend the 
festival on a special trade only 
night, where CAMRA mem-
bers, licensees and brewers 
can discuss the positive bene-
fits of serving real ale and 
cider. Please email trade@ 
bromsgrovebeerfestival. 
org.uk to request tickets. 

OPENING TIMES 

Full opening hours are Thurs-
day 15th July 7-11pm (Card 
carrying CAMRA members 
and trade only); Friday 16th 
July 5-11pm and Saturday 
17th July 11am-11pm.  
 
For more information, please 
go to 
www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk 

The wait is nearly over for the start of the summer festival season 

Worcestershire Festivals Ready to Go! 
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ELEVENTH WORCESTER 
BEER, CIDER &  

PERRY FESTIVAL 

Last year saw another suc-
cessful Worcester Beer, Cider 
and Perry Festival with an 
attendance of 11,000 people 
and it is back again this year, 
bigger and better, from Thurs-
day, August 12th to Saturday, 
August 14th. There will be 
over 200 ales and over 100 
ciders and perries from 
around the country as well as 
fruit wines available. 

NEW LAYOUT 

Last year’s new layout and 
drier location on Pitchcroft 
racecourse received a lot of 
favourable comments and this 
year’s festival will follow the 
same format with a few 
tweaks to enhance the whole 
experience.  

ONLINE BOOKING 

In particular a new admissions 
process will be in place to 
reduce queuing. Visitors will 
be able to purchase an en-
trance package which covers 
admission and drink tokens 
for at least a couple of pints, 
or an admission only package 

if they already have drink 
tokens from a previous ses-
sion. Also, for the first time 
there is an eTicket facility 
available from the festival 
website which will guarantee 
entry to the specific session 
paid for. 

FACTS AT A GLANCE 

• Over 200 beers and 100 
ciders and perries plus fruit 
and grape wines.  

• Great selection of food and 
soft drinks.  

• Bands Thursday and Friday 
evenings plus all day Satur-
day. 

• Admission prices include a 
souvenir glass and pro-
gramme. 

• Advance eTickets available, 
and recommended for 
Friday night, from the 
festival web site. 

 
For more information visit 
www.worcesterbeerfest. 
org.uk  
Or call 08452 696859 
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Bob Norton on Highgate Mild 

True Winner 
Highgate Brewery was built on 
the site of an old sand pit in 
Walsall in 1898 by a wine and 
spirit merchant James 
Fletcher, who by 1939 built up 
an estate of 50 pubs in and 
around the Black Country.  

THREE TIMES 

Famed for brewing dark beers, 
Highgate holds the distinction 
of winning the International 
Brewing Awards with High-
gate Mild a record three times, 
together with a silver for good 
measure and more recently in 
2005 and 2008 The CAMRA 
Midlands Mild of the year. 
 The efforts of James 
Fletcher did not go unnoticed 
and in 1939 Mitchells & Butlers 
of Birmingham, (ultimately 
becoming Coors) bought the 
company which continued to 
thrive on production of its 
dark beers until the early 
1970’s when lighter beers 
became more popular. In 1995 
the brewery was bought out 
and regained its independent 
status. 

DAVENPORTS AT HOME 

Today Highgate not only still 
brews its prize-winning mild 
using the same traditional 
brewing methods and only the 
finest of raw materials, but 
now also brews a range of 
Davenports guest ales having 
acquired the rights to the 
brand in 2003.  
 More recently the Daven-
ports famous “Beer at Home” 
delivery service has been re-
launched. You can see what’s 
on offer by going to 
www.davenportsbeer.co.uk  
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Our young member events 
are open to all, regardless of 
age or CAMRA membership. 
For further details and more 
events, check out the Young 
Members’ web page at 
www.rbcamra.org.uk, e-mail 
ym@rbcamra.org.uk or join 
our Facebook group, Redditch 
& Bromsgrove CAMRA young 
members. 
Every Sunday, join us on our 
pub game marathon as we 
visit pubs around Redditch to 
shoot some pool, play some 
darts and most importantly, 
taste some ales! Meet in the 
Seven Stars at 8:00 pm. 

 JUNE EVENTS 

Thursday 3rd June, Redditch 
curry and pub crawl. Join us 

at the newly opened 
Royal Enfield for a curry 
before embarking on a 
tour of Redditch pubs. 
(The full Wetherspoon's 
menu is also available 
for those who aren't 
keen on curry). From there 
we'll head onto other Redditch 
pubs such as The Queen's 
Head, Golden Cross, and 
Woodland Cottage. Meet in 
the Royal Enfield (Lloyds/the 
old Chicago Rock), Unicorn 
Hill, Redditch B97 4QR at 
7:00pm, or join us later if 
you'd just like to come along 
on the pub crawl.  
 
Saturday 5th June, trip to 
Wolverhampton Beer Festival. 
With over 100 beers, ciders, 

Paul Richards says you are never too old to join in 

Young Member Events 

and a bottled beer bar at the 
Civic Halls; it’s got to be 
bostin! Meet at the Welling-
ton, Birmingham B2 5SN at 
11:00 am to catch a train to 
Wolverhampton.  

JULY EVENTS 

Thursday 29th July, 
Bromsgrove curry and pub 
crawl. Similar to the June 
crawl, meet at the Golden 
Cross Hotel, Bromsgrove B61 
8HH at 7:30 pm. From there 
we’ll be moving onto other 
Bromsgrove pubs. 
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The Dodford Inn celebrates in style 

First Year Success 
A weekend of celebrations at 
the Dodford Inn, Dodford 
marking the first anniversary 
of re-opening started with a 
presentation from one of the 
leading individuals in the 
‘Save the Dodford’ campaign, 
which helped rescue the pub 
from redevelopment. 

SUCCESSFUL 

Mark Haslam, CAMRA’s Real 
Ale Campaigner of the Year 
for 2010, presented the pub 
with a special award to mark 
the first year of successful 
trading.  
 Having gone through sev-
eral years of uncertainty at the 
hands of property developers, 
the pub re-opened under the 
ownership of successful licen-

sees Richard and Mini Scott in 
April 2009. 

THRIVING 

One year later, the Dodford is 
a thriving community local, 
having recently won a CAMRA 
local pub of the season award, 
and providing a vital outlet for 
local brewers, with four dedi-
cated hand pumps for locally 
produced beer. 
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Friar St, Droitwich 
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

A traditional pub that offers a friendly 
atmosphere and staff who are always 

pleased to see you.  
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the 

charm that comes with a building that is 
over 300 years old.  

www. 
thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 
 

01905 770155 

The  
HOP POLE The Worcester and Malvern 

branch of CAMRA has 
awarded Pub of the Year to 
the Brewers Arms, West Mal-
vern. The photograph shows 
branch chairman Simon Wise-
man presenting the award to 
landlady Sue Adamson.  

REASON 

With a fine selection of well 
kept ales and an incredibly 
welcoming atmosphere of a 
village pub the Brewers pro-
vides an excellent reason for 
taking a walk on the Malvern 
Hills. 

MEMORY 

CAMRA members and locals 
alike are grateful that Sue is 
maintaining the range and 

quality of ales introduced by 
her partner Trevor who so 
sadly died on New Year’s Day. 
 Customers can drink to his 
memory with a pint of Trevor, 
a new 4.6% ABV stout brewed 
by the Malvern Hills Brewery 
and dedicated to him. 

Worcester CAMRA presentation 

Pub of the Year Award 
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www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. 
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.  

(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 ) 

A selection of real ales from independent breweries 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009 
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ 
0121 445 5111 

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11 
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11 

Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30 

Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

The Greyhound, Rock Hill, 
Bromsgrove was recently 
presented with the ‘Pub of the 
Season’ award by Paul Rich-
ards, chairman of the branch.  

RECOGNITION 

The award was presented to 
manager Mandy Frizzell and 
her team. Paul said the award 
was given in recognition of 
the quality of the real ales on 
offer and the impact that 
the pub had had on the 
local community.  
 The CAMRA award 
for the Greyhound com-
plements the growing 
success the pub has 
enjoyed since re-
opening late last year, 
following its closure in 

January 2009.  

TRANSFORMED 

Refurbished throughout and 
co-owned by Gianni  
D’Aniello and Chris Long, who 
also own the Queen’s Head 
Inn, Stoke Pound, the Grey-
hound has been transformed 
into a great place for local 
people to eat and drink. 

Redditch & Bromsgrove Award Presentation 

Pub of the Season 
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The Vernon Arms, Hanbury is 
a 17th century Grade 2 listed 
building. It is deceptively large 
and has great potential al-
though, in parts, it is quite run 
down having had no major 
renovation since 1971. Last 
November it, together with 26 
acres of land, was bought 
from Admiral Taverns by Dar-
ren Aston. Darren knows quite 
a lot about pubs because he 
sells them for Pubcos to pri-
vate individuals. Long may 
that continue.  

INSIDE RENOVATIONS 

To get up and running, the bar 
has been renovated including 
a wood burning stove and a 
floor of Devon slate. There is a 
lounge and three more rooms 

 

 
 
 

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  
Give us a call.  

 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  
 

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890 

will be opened shortly. The 
bar will then be slightly altered 
and an extra handpump 
added to the three already 
there.  

LOCAL ALE AND FOOD 

The beers on sale at present 
are from Wye Valley and Can-
non Royall. The aim is to 
eventually sell between four 
and eight real ales. There is 
also cider from Thatchers. 
 A good range of food is 
served including various cur-
ries, a chilli, Italian pastas and 
traditional pub grub. With 
Sunday lunch served between 
12 noon and 6:00pm. The 
food is all freshly cooked and 
none is microwaved. 

Brian Partridge reviews a pub that was nearly lost 

Building for the Future 

FUTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

The outside areas are being 
tidied up and there will be a 
pleasant garden with a stream 
running through it. 
 Because of all the work 
going on and the cottage be-
hind the pub being made hab-
itable, opening times are be-
ing restricted at present. 
These will be revised when 
some of the work is com-
pleted. The pub has a car 
park, the public areas in use 
are spotlessly clean, the beers 
are delicious and the staff 
delightful. Well worth a visit! 
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Letters 

Dear Pint Taken, 
 
“Why Britain Isn’t Great Any-
more” 
 
I heard this week that Alistair 
Darling borrows £1 in every £4 
that he spends. This shows a 
huge lack of self- sufficiency. 
Yet for years the Labour Party 
has promised assistance to 
small businesses to develop 
increasing the domestic eco-
nomic position. No doubt 
many new businesses have 
been set up with governmen-
tal help. But what happens 
after this. 
 My wife and I bought our 
pub seven years ago. Over 
these years we have worked 
extremely hard to develop and 
increase the turnover of this 
business. We have battled 
through the smoking ban, the 
numerous tax increases on 
alcohol, the increases in the 
minimum wage, the huge 
increase in costs due to the 
new licensing laws, plus many 
other smaller charges. We 
employ on average 22 people 
which contributes to the gov-
ernments coppers through 
PAYE and National Insurance.  
Even through all that we have 
managed to create a popular 
village pub which is very 
much a part of the local com-
munity. Our turnover is not 
big, £280,000 after VAT is 
excluded. But the government 
seems to think that that turn-
over is high enough to re-
cently increase our business 
rates by 250% and remove 
our rural rate relief.  

It takes all sorts to  
campaign for real ale… 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Don't just think about it... 

 The moment a business 
starts to show any sign of 
growth, the government 
wants its cut. Thus there are 
no incentives for small busi-
nesses to develop. I would be 
better off financially by sack-
ing all my staff, reducing my 
offer and just trickle along 
quietly. Britain is not going to 
be Great again if everyone 
follows this business model.  
There are a lot of small busi-
nesses of similar size to ours 
in all areas of industry which 
could be the foundation of the 
redevelopment of this coun-
try’s economy. But if the gov-
ernment continues to stifle 
these enterprises before their 
full potential, Britain’s depend-
ence on other country’s more 
developed economies will 
grow to their benefit, not ours. 
  

Nicholas Carson 
The Swan Inn 
Birlingham, Worcs 
 
 
This letter was recently sub-
mitted to the Daily Telegraph 
by Nic. Ed 
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• Birds Brewery have launched 
the latest beer in their range. 
Called Thunderbird, it is a 
slightly darker brew than 
Ashborough Pale and Gold with 
an ABV of 3.8%. 
 
• The Little Lark, Studley is 
holding two further themed 
food nights. Wednesday 9th 
June is a Moroccan night and in 
celebration of Bastille Day, 14th 
July, there will be a decidedly 
French theme. For more details 
call 01527 853105 or visit the 
pub. 
 
• Following the success of 
their Easter beer festival, the 
Old Chestnut Tree, Lower 
Moor, Pershore will be holding 
another festival from Friday 
10th - 12th September 2010. 
With ten ales and a selection of 
ciders, this indoor event will 
also feature entertainment on 
Saturday night and possibly 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
• There may be a future for the 
recently closed Foley Arms 
Hotel, Great Malvern. Plans 
have been submitted to Mal-
vern Hills District Council by J D 
Wetherspoon. The application 
and plans proposed are for 
alterations to the ground floor 
and basement areas in this 
listed building. 
 
• Older readers may remem-
ber a local commentator of 
local Worcestershire pubs 
called Bob Backenforth. Articles 
by him were published in the 
early 1980’s in the Worcester 
Source. However he has 

• The award winning Bell, 
Pensax will be holding their 
annual Beer and Cider Festival 
on the 25th - 27th June. Featur-
ing more than 70 real ales over 
the weekend as well as real 
cider and perry. There is a £2 
charge for a commemorative 
glass. All day barbeque and 
food plus live music will feature. 
Opening times are Fri 5-11, Sat 
12-12 and Sun 12-10.30 
 
• A range review at Morrisons, 
Bromsgrove has added two 
more bottle conditioned ales to 
their portfolio. The new addi-
tions are Worthington White 
Shield and Thwaites Very Nutty 
Black. For more details contact 
Lee Kiteley in store or call 
01527 576713. 
 
• The JHS Brewery is now fully 
operational at the Fox Inn, 
Hanley Broadheath, Tenbury 
Wells. Visitors are very wel-
come. 
 
• More good news for Red-
ditch drinkers as two more pubs 
in the district are serving real 
ale and cider. The Jolly Farmer, 
Woodrow Drive, Woodrow has 
two real ales and a real cider, 
which are changing each week. 
The Duck Pond, Pheasant Lane, 
Oakenshaw, has Deuchars IPA 
and is looking at putting on 
another beer soon. 
 
• A music evening at the King 
and Castle, Comberton Hill, 
Kidderminster raised £900 for 
victims of the recent Haitian 
earthquake. It featured local 
bands  and further charity gigs 
are planned to take place at the 
pub during the year. 

Quick Halves 

THE OLD OAK 

Stonebow Road,  
Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 
(01905) 840239 

∗ Traditional village pub  

∗ Large enclosed beer garden 

∗ Food available daily 

∗ Home-cooked Sunday 
lunches  
(booking advisable) 

∗ Outside bar now available 
for your special occasion 

returned and is revisiting the 
pubs that remain from his past 
musings. In all he visited 211. 
The current edition features 
the New Inn, Claines, Worces-
ter. For those who are inter-
ested Bob’s real name is Bob 
Blandford and for more online 
news and details visit  
www.wo-wwwww.co.uk 
 
• The winner of this year’s 
CAMRA National Club of the 
Year is the Rushden Historical 
Transport Society’s Social 
Club, Rushden, Northampton-
shire NN10 0AW 
 
•CAMRA has written to the 
new Prime Minister, seeking 
the appointment of a Minister 
for Pubs. The appointment 
would help boost the protec-
tion of pubs, which play a vital 
role in the economic, social 
and cultural life of the nation. 
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Pubs worth seeking out 

Little Gems Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 
 

01299 
896677 

 
 

 

Worcestershire CAMRA  
Pub of the Year  

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2009 
West Midlands Region  

Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 
 

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 
Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

HALFWAY HOUSE, 
FLESHMARKET CLOSE, 

EDINBURGH 

This has to be a ‘must see’ 
pub if ever you are visiting 
Edinburgh. The Halfway 
House takes a little bit of ex-
ploration as it is tucked away 
down one of Edinburgh’s Old 
Town ‘closes’.  

TINY 

The pub is very cosy, full of 
character and a firm favourite 
with real ale enthusiasts from 
all over the world. Although 
the interior is tiny a lot is 
packed into a small space. The 
current owners have run it 
since the early 1990’s and a 
very warm welcome awaits 
those that venture in.  

MEMORABILIA 

Up to four real ales are avail-
able from smaller Scottish 
breweries on a regularly 
changing basis and of course 
a range of malt whiskies too. 
 Home-cooked food is also 
available for most of the day. 
With railway memorabilia 
adorning the walls this little 
gem will occupy a very pleas-
ant hour or more.  
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© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2010 

 

Pint Taken is published by 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  
Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 
real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  
Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-
lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  
Cookhill, Alcester,  

B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 
Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  
 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  
available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  
Council 

Trading Standards 
County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 
Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 
230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Items for publication should be sent by July 31st 2010 

Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated. 

 
Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact David on: 07732 924616) 

www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 
Tue 15 Jun Branch meeting - Mug House, Bewdley DY12 2EE.  
Tue 20 Jul Branch meeting - Mug House, Bewdley DY12 2EE followed by 

Little Pack Horse, DY12 2DH and Woodcolliers Arms, DY12 1DG. 
*Last bus to Kidderminster 11.38pm from Load St., Bewdley. 

Tue 17 Aug Branch Meeting - Olde Seven Stars, Kidderminster DY10 2BG 
  

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Doug on: 07842 135354) 
www.rbcamra.org.uk 

Tue 22 Jun Branch meeting - Coach & Horses, Weatheroak Hill, B48 7EA 
Mon 12 Jul Beer Festival set up Bromsgrove Rugby Club B60 3DH 
Tue 27Jul Branch Meeting - Ladybird Inn, Bromsgrove, B60 2DZ 
  

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018) 
www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Tue 9 Jun Branch meeting - Talbot, Knightwick WR6 5PH 
Wed 23 Jun Social - Galton Arms, Himbleton WR9 7LQ 
Sat 26 Jun Afternoon Walk from Malvern over the hills to Brewers Arms and 

Chase Inn, return by train 
Sat 24 Jul Black Country minibus trip 
Mon 9 Aug Beer Festival set up Worcester Racecourse WR1 3EJ 
 

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313) 
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area 
 

CAMRA Beer Festivals 
 

4th Stratford-upon-Avon Beer & Cider Festival 
Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse, Stratford-Upon-Avon CV37 9SE 

June 18th - 19th 
 

Beer on the Wye VI - Hereford Beer & Cider Festival 
Hereford Rowing Club, Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford HR4 0BE 

July 9th - 11th  
 

8th Bromsgrove Beer & Cider Festival 
Bromsgrove RFC, Finstall, Bromsgrove B60 3DH 

July 15th - 17th 
 

11th Worcester Beer & Cider Festival 
Worcester Racecourse, Worcester WR1 3EJ 

August 12th - 14th 
 

For more information on your local branch go to 
www.pinttaken.org.uk 
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• Wells Bombardier & chang-
ing guest ales. Real ciders.  

• We are in the 2010 CAMRA 
Good Beer Guide 

• Traditional British Food.  
Caribbean Specialities and  
International Cuisine. 

• New menu available 

• Discount on meals for card-
carrying CAMRA members 

• Walkers and coach parties  
welcome  

Cider & Beer Festival 
22nd - 25th July  

And Finally... 
Glassing… 
Beer writer Pete Brown re-
cently used his blog  
petebrown.blogspot.com to 
challenge reports in the media 
that 87,000 glassing injuries a 
year take place. As a conse-
quence newspapers pro-
nounced the 'death of the pint 
glass' and its replacement with 
plastic or polycarbonate, hav-
ing in Pete’s words “pictures 
of flowers on to calm every-
one down.” 
 Researching Home Office 
figures Pete could only come 
up with a figure of 5,000 inju-
ries. The question is where did 
the other 82,000 come from? 

TROUSERS 

The Royal Society for the Pre-

vention of Accidents reports 
that 40,000 people are injured 
in accidents in the pub. So 
should pubs be banned? 
Hardly - people might go 
home instead, and that's far 
more dangerous - 100,000 
people injure themselves each 
year trying to assemble furni-
ture, and last year there were 
5,310 accidents involving 
trousers! 

GOVERNMENT FOCUS 

Home Office data shows that 
2% of all pub-goers are in-
volved in any kind of assault 
each year. 43% of these as-
saults are described as 
'grabbing or pushing'. Only 
16% of assaults result in cuts 
of any kind. Around two thirds 
of victims in alcohol-related 
assaults describe themselves 
as being affected 'not at all' or 
'just a little'. Only 4 -10% in-

volve glasses or bottles, the 
vast majority involve fists, feet 
or blunt instruments. So why 
such a huge focus on the pint 
glass? Why has the govern-
ment spent so much time and 
money on something that, 
while horrific for those ex-
posed to it, affects fewer peo-
ple than those hurting them-
selves trying to put together a 
self assembly wardrobe? 

DUBIOUS DATA 

Pete concluded “Now we've 
established that those are 
actual figures, and that no one 
in the media or the Home 
Office seems to know what 
this 87,000 figure is or where 
it came from, and that 87,000 
is actually sixteen times higher 
than the REAL Home Office 
figure, go back and read those 
newspaper quotes on stats 
again.” 
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