
1 

Pint Taken AWARD WINNING 

Winter 2009/10 

 

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter FREE FREE 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA preparations well in hand 

Fourth Festival for Redditch  
Preparations are once again 
well in hand for the fourth 
Redditch Winter Ale Festival 
which will be held at the Bri-
dley Moor & Batchley Social 
Club. 

DIARY DATE 

Local Redditch residents and 
visitors from further afield will 
need to update their new dia-
ries as the festival will take 
place over 22nd & 23rd Janu-
ary 2010, with the opening 
times 6-11 pm (Friday) and 11-
11 pm (Saturday). 

SUCCESS 

Last year's festival was a great 
success, and encouraged 
more pubs in the Redditch 
area to stock at least one cask 
ale. The organisers noted the 
many positive comments 
made by visitors to the festival 
in 2009 and have incorporated 
these into their plans. Working 
in conjunction with the Club, 
hot and cold food will be avail-
able to compliment the real 
ales and cider on offer. 

LOGO 

This years logo has been cho-

sen to reflect the history sur-
rounding the Royal Enfield 
motorcycle production that 
took place in Redditch until 

1971. Although now produced 
in India, Royal Enfield is the 
oldest motorcycle company 
still in production in the world. 
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THE OLD OAK 

Stonebow Road,  
Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 
(01905) 840239 

∗ Traditional village pub  

∗ Large enclosed beer garden 

∗ Food available daily 

∗ Home-cooked Sunday 
lunches  
(booking advisable) 

∗ Outside bar now available 
for your special occasion 

REAL ALES: 
FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY 

& Guest Beers 

 

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun 

FREE HOUSE 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant  
01564 823386 

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA  

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 
All Subject to Availability 

Earlier this year Drew and 
Sandy of the Mug House, 
Bewdley, celebrated after 
being awarded Kidderminster 
CAMRA's Pub of the Season 
award. They won the award 
after CAMRA members voted 
for their consistently well kept 
ales, many from local micro 
breweries and for their annual 
beer festival held over the 
spring bank holiday.  

SUPPORTER 

Drew is a supporter of 
CAMRA and always has four 
real ales on offer, with beers 
from Bewdley and Wye Valley 
usually available. In addition 
to good beer the pub serves 
excellent food and a visit to 
their restaurant is well recom-

mended. To the rear of the 
pub they have an attractive 
beer garden with a covered 
area and a pool with fountain. 
Alternatively there is seating 
available at the front of the 
pub on the banks of the River 
Severn. 
 Branch members spent a 
convivial evening at the Mug 
House while presenting Drew 
and Sandy with the certificate. 

Kidderminster CAMRA award 

Mug House Triumphs 

Drew and Sandy and their award with Ian 
and Glenda from Kidderminster CAMRA 
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Cask Ale sales lifeline for pubs 

Britain's National Drink 
Cask beer is Britain's national 
drink - a living, fresh, flavour-
some product that sits at the 
heart of British pub culture. 
Real ale is outperforming the 
beer market and growing, with 
cask ale sales increasing by 
one per cent over the last 
year. 

BUCKING THE TREND 

The findings of the latest Cask 
Report, written by Pete Brown, 
suggests that real ale drinkers 
could be helping pubs to 
climb out of the recession, 
with cask ale bucking the 
trend of a declining beer mar-
ket. The report, commissioned 
by leading bodies in the indus-
try including CAMRA, has 
reinforced the continuing ren-

aissance of ale. 

FACTS 

The report highlights that 
3,000 new pubs stocking cask 
ale over the last twelve 
months to June 2009 and 
growth in attendances at beer 
festivals. These increases 
have been seen at the larger 
festivals such as CAMRA's 
Great British Beer Festival, but 
there are now over 150 local 
and regional festivals around 
the UK, with an estimated total 
attendance of over 500,000.  

VARIED EVENTS 

A growing number of pubs 
are organising their own beer 
festivals and benefitting from 
an increase in turnover. Cask 

beer is also 
increasingly 
seen at mu-
sic festivals, 
food festi-
vals and 
sporting 
events.  

CASK ALE WEEK 

In April 2009 the first ever 
National Cask Ale Week took 
place helping to drive interest 
in cask ale and encourage 
more people into pubs. This 
event will be repeated over 
the Easter period from 29th 
March to 5th April 2010. 

MORE DETAILS 

For more details go to 
www.caskreport.co.uk or visit 
www.camra.org.uk 
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 The licensee’s view from 

The other side of the Bar 
Your Name: Trevor Marston 
Your Pub and location: The 
Brewers Arms, Lower Dingle, 
West Malvern 
What makes for a successful 
real ale pub? Serving a choice 
of well kept real ales from 
both local and more distant 
breweries, and providing a 
relaxed, welcoming atmos-
phere in which to enjoy them. 
CAMRA - help or hindrance? 
The adverts and articles in the 
Pint Taken and Hereford Hop-
vine magazines are particu-
larly useful to a semi rural pub 
like the Brewers. Maybe 
CAMRA members do not give 
the same attention to rural 
pubs as those in towns, but 
you can’t get the local group 
out when they do have a night 

out here, they enjoy it so 
much. 
Most memorable event last 
year: We have held many 
village events here but the 
highlight was the annual beer 
festival with 400 visitors on 
the Saturday night; the big-
gest event since the Nigel 
Kennedy concert in support of 

the pub following the fire. 
Biggest challenge facing pubs 
this year: Low priced alcohol 
in supermarkets, pub com-
pany rents and beer prices, 
the smoking ban. 
Single wish for the future: 
Independence for every land-
lord through ownership of 
their pubs and freedom to 
source beers. 
Favourite tipple: My favourite 
tipple is Carling Black Label; 
my favourite real ale is Wye 
Valley HPA. 
Most enjoyable thing to do 
when away from the pub: 
Playing golf, watching Tam-
worth Football Club, escaping 
on holiday and relaxing in 
other people’s pubs just 
watching people. 

We have a passion for Real Ale and a beautiful setting for you to enjoy our 
great Beers in! 

We always have on offer our House Ale, the delicious light ale HPA and 
two rotating guest beers. 

Full details of our beers of the week may be found on our web site 
www.queens-head-inn.co.uk 

 
Our venue is available for weddings & functions and also has a 

comprehensive bar and restaurant menu. 
 

With our superb canal-side location and friendly team,  
the Queen's Head Inn is the place to be! 
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Local  
News 

NEW BROMSGROVE 
BREWERY 

After rumours of a new brew-
ery in Bromsgrove in the last 
edition of Pint Taken, Bird's 
Brewery, a six barrel micro-
brewery, has commenced 
operations from premises 
situated in Old Burcot Lane, 
Bromsgrove.  
 Head Brewer, Ian Hughes, 
formerly landlord of the Hop 
Pole Inn and latterly the Lady-
bird Inn, both in Bromsgrove, 
previously operated his own 
micro-brewery, Red Cross 
Brewery, from outbuildings at 
his home. 

 The brewery's first ale has 
been named 'Ashborough 
Pale' or A.P. for short, and 
draws its name from the fact 
that the brewery is sited on 
land belonging to Ashborough 
Farm, itself mentioned in the 
Doomsday book. 
 Ashborough Pale is light 
gold in colour with a crisp dry 
taste and hoppy aroma. It is 
brewed using floor malted 
Maris Otter Malt and the fla-
vour comes from Admiral and 
Fuggles hops, both grown in 
Worcestershire. With an abv 

of 4.0%, this is a medium 
strength ale designed for 
easy, but responsible, drink-
ing. 
 Ashborough Pale can be 
found in the Ladybird Inn, 
Aston Fields; the Admiral 
Rodney, Berrow Green; the 
Galleon, Fowey; the Royal 
Inn, Parr and the Steps House, 
Stourport. 
 A slightly stronger darker 
brew Ashborough Gold (4.5%) 
will be available soon. 

VERNON ARMS  
FOR SALE 

Hanbury residents are being 
asked to rally round and save 
the only pub in their village 
before it’s bulldozed to make 
way for houses. Paramount 
Investments owners of the 
Vernon Arms, Hanbury an-
nounced there had been a lot 
of interest from property de-
velopers in the £500,000 pub, 
which comes with grounds 
totalling around 26 acres.  
 The historic pub, named 
after the aristocratic Vernon 
family who lived in Hanbury 
Hall, dates back more than 
150 years. At the moment, 
temporary tenants are running 
the pub until a buyer can be 
found.  
 The Vernon Arms’ situation 
is similar to that of the Dod-
ford Inn which was saved and 
re-opened in April after a two-
year campaign by local resi-
dents backed by CAMRA. The 
concern is that with substan-
tial ground around the pub 
more interest will be shown in 
changing the use of the site. 

SUN INN SAVED 

The Sun Inn, Leintwardine 
appears to have a brighter 
future. Gary Seymour, who 

runs the Fiddler's Elbow chip 
shop next to the pub, has 
teamed up with Nick Davis of 
Cleobury Mortimer-based 
Hobsons Brewery to buy the 
pub and secure its future. 
Hobsons is home to many 
award-winning beers, includ-
ing 2007's Champion Beer of 
Britain, Hobsons Mild.  
 It is the intention to retain 
the pub's character, whilst 
placing it on an economical 
footing, but without spoiling 
what is clearly a unique pub. 

END FOR  
BLUE BEAR 

News has reached Pint Taken 
that the Blue Bear Brewery, 
Kempsey has gone into liqui-
dation. Martin Lloyd Morris, 
landlord at the Walter de 
Cantelupe, Kempsey, who 
recently entered into an agree-
ment to sell Blue Bear beers 
recently confirmed the news 
to local Worcester CAMRA 
members. 

NEW GAS TAVERN TO 
FACE DEMOLITION 

Worcester CAMRA members 
are currently campaigning 
against the closure and pro-
posed demolition of the New 
Gas Tavern, Malvern. Plans 
have been submitted to rede-
velop the site to provide retail 
and restaurant, café or hot 
food takeaway space. 
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Now in its 37th year, the Good 
Beer Guide is fully revised and 
updated, with details of more 
than 4,500 pubs across the 
country serving the best real 
ale.  

FULL DETAIL 

It contains complete details 
for urban and rural pubs, giv-
ing details of food, opening 
hours, beer gardens, accom-
modation, transport links, pub 
history, disabled access and 
facilities for families this is the 
definitive guide to finding the 
perfect pint.  
 The informative features 
section, with articles on pubs, 
beer and brewing, as well as 
beer festival listings will help 
plan your days out. Whilst the 

All the information you will need for a great day out 

Good Beer Guide 2010 
unique brewery section listing 
all the breweries in the UK - 
micro, regional and national - 
that brew real ale, with tasting 
notes will help you decide on 
that perfect beer. 

NEW TECHNOLOGY 

CAMRA's Good Beer Guide 
POI file allows users of Tom-
Tom, Garmin and Navman sat-
nav systems to see the loca-
tions of all the Good Beer 
Guide pubs and plan routes to 
them. The file is simple to 
install and use and full instruc-
tions are provided.  
 Finally Good Beer Guide 
Mobile makes the ideal com-
panion to the printed Good 
Beer Guide. Wherever you 
are, or wherever you are go-

ing, get information on local 
Good Beer Guide pubs and 
beers sent direct to your mo-
bile phone.  

GREAT GIFTS 

Each of these make a great 
Christmas gift and are avail-
able from CAMRA's on-line 
shop. For more details, prices 
and information go to 
shop.camra.org.uk 
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The popularity of the Worces-
ter CAMRA Beer, Cider and 
Perry festival was once again 
proven with almost 11,000 
people attending. This was an 
increase of more than 20% on 
last year and as a result the 
bars closed an hour earlier on 
the last day due to the de-
mand for the beer, cider and 
perry. 

POSITIVE RESPONSE 

Few will forget the sight of the 
racecourse under many feet of 
water two years ago, or the 
urgent need for duckboards to 
stop the site sinking into the 
ground last year. But with the 
rain staying away for the first 
time in several years it was a 
fantastic festival. This was the 
first time that the festival had 
been sited on a different part 
of the racecourse and there 
were many really positive 
comments in support of the 
new site and layout. One area 
singled out was the separate 
band tent. 

FANTASTIC TURNOUT 

In August 2008, the atten-
dance was 9,300 and the festi-
val committee budgeted for 
up to 10,000 people to attend 
this year, but with the dry 
conditions even more people 
came. The Saturday session 
was 45% up on last year and 
as a result it was realised an 

early closure was inevitable as 
the festival was being drunk 
dry. For the statisticians, dur-
ing the time the festival was 
open over 30,000 pints of 
beer, cider and perry were 
drunk and the cider bar had to 
be replenished on the Satur-
day morning. 

CELEBRITY GUEST 

Last year Oz Clarke and James 
May attended the festival 

whilst making a televi-
sion documentary, 

and this year saw the Chef 
Valentine Warner, who cur-
rently has a program on BBC2, 
attend the festival and take 
part in the judging of the Cider 
and Perry of the festival.  

AWARD WINNERS 

The winning cider was Oliver's 
Dabinett and the perry Gwynt 
y Ddraig Malvern Hills. The 
beer of the festival was Oak-
ham JHB. 

Festival Organiser Bill Ottaway reviews the 2009 festival 

Worcester Festival Success 
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There are lots of great gifts 
available this year from 
CAMRA, including great value 
gift membership packs and 
further reductions off a wide 
range of books. Why not save 
the hassle of wandering the 
shops and shop online at 
shop.camra.org.uk 

STOCKING FILLERS 

To see what great books are 

on offer browse the stock-
ing fillers section. There is 
a range of titles from as 
little as £4.00 and there are 
many books to chose 
from. 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP 

To purchase CAMRA 
membership as a gift check 
out the gift membership 
packs. Gift packs can include 
the Good Beer Guide 2010, or 
just membership and there is 
even a life membership pack! 

BEER CLUB 

The CAMRA Beer Club offers 
a selection of carefully se-
lected bottle conditioned ales 
delivered direct to your door 
on a bi-monthly basis. The 

selection can be either a 20 or 
12 bottle case, with discounts 
and special offers during the 
year. The 20 bottle case selec-
tion includes six different ales 
with two extra specially se-
lected ones and each case 
comes with full tasting notes. 
 When joining the club you 
commit to a minimum of three 
deliveries. Then sit back and 
wait for you selection to arrive 
- it's that simple! 

Gift ideas from CAMRA this Christmas 

Something for Everyone 

• Wells Bombardier & chang-
ing guest ales. Real ciders.  

• We are in the 2010 CAMRA 
Good Beer Guide 

• Traditional British Food.  
Caribbean Specialities and  
International Cuisine. 

• New menu available 

• Discount on meals for card-
carrying CAMRA members 

• Walkers and coach parties  
welcome  
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Editoreale 
Perhaps it's a 

thing that you 
notice as you 
get older, but 

doesn't time fly! 
I am amazed to 

think that ten years ago we 
were all concerned about the 
Millennium bug and the effect 
it would have. Fortunately it 
was an issue that didn't really 
cause too many problems. 
This only came to me as I was 
leafing through some back 
issues of Pint Taken.  
 The 1999/2000 Winter edi-
tion of Pint Taken was a 
twelve page newsletter that 
featured news on the Millen-
nium edition of the Good Beer 
Guide and an article on the 
stranglehold the big brewers 
(Scottish Courage, Bass, Whit-
bread and Carlsberg-Tetley) 
had on the market with their 
movement towards easy-care 
nitrokeg beer.  
 Nearly a decade later their 
world has changed and so has 
ours. The recently published 
Cask Report shows the impact 
that real ale has had on the 
pub market, particularly 
helped by regional and micro-
breweries. It is very satisfying 
to note that breweries referred 
to such as Weatheroak Ales 
and Cannon Royall are suc-
cessfully producing excellent 
ale ten years on. 
 May I be the first to wish 
you a very merry Christmas 
and good fortune in the next 
decade. 
 

Cheers, 
Charlie Ayres,  
Editor 
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It takes all sorts to  
campaign for real ale… 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Don't just think about it... 

Colin Scrivener comments on Good Beer Guide selection 

Make your Vote Count 
Many members of CAMRA 
look forward to receiving the 
new edition of the Good Beer 
Guide every autumn. Quite 
often there is surprise at some 
of the pubs in their locality 
that are included whilst others 
that they enjoy are not.  

ANNUAL EVENT 

The thorough process to se-
lect pubs in each region is 
started at the end of the previ-
ous year and the final selec-
tion made at a branch meeting 
in early Spring. As the main 
point of the selection is the 
quality of the beer it can only 
be based on the information 
given to the committee by 
members. 

SCORING SYSTEM 

Historically most branches 
had some form of scoring 
pubs, but in 2003 a National 
scheme was devised that 
rated the beer quality in a 
simple scale. Originally this 
was done by filling in paper 
“stubbies” which were sorted 
and the scores credited to the 
appropriate pub. Now with the 
coming of the computer age 
the system has been put on 
line with the facility to score 
beers added to the local 
branch site and there is also a 
separate site so that you can 
score pubs visited nationwide.  

TRUE PICTURE 

When it comes to selecting for 
the Good Beer Guide CAMRA 
branches can analyse the data 
collected over the year so as 
to present as true a picture as 
possible.  
 

RIGHT TO HAVE A SAY 

Many years ago, on reaching 
the age of 21, I was given the 
franchise and have always 
considered that the right to 
vote for the directions of gov-
ernment should be exercised. 
When I joined CAMRA I wel-
comed the ability to help with 
decision making by scoring 
the beers in the pubs I used.  

OPINIONS COUNT 

When scoring on the branch 
members site there is the 
facility to click onto all the 
scores recorded in the current 
year, which can be very useful 
to see if my friends felt the 
same way about a particular 
beer as I did. I’d like to take 
this opportunity to encourage 
every CAMRA member read-
ing this to submit an National 
Beer Scoring Scheme (NBSS) 
score every time they visit a 
pub because more scores 
from more members means 
we are able to highlight the 
best beer in the county. 

CONTRIBUTE 

So come on all of you. I am 
sure that nowadays most have 
computer access. Please add 
your scores by going to 
www.beerscoring.org.uk. If 
you’ve not logged in before, it 
only takes a few seconds to 
create a log-in. Redditch and 
Bromsgrove branch members 
can also log their scores by 
going to www.rbcamra.org.uk 
and clicking on members’ 
area. Again registering for the 
site is really easy. It is the only 
way a true record of the qual-
ity of beer in pubs can be 
made and you may be sur-

prised and pleased if your 
local makes an entry in the 
Good Beer Guide.  

BECOME A MEMBER 

If you’ve read all this and you 
are not a CAMRA member 
then influencing the best pubs 
for the Good Beer Guide is 
another incentive to join, so 
head to www.camra.org.uk/
joinus now. For more informa-
tion on the NBSS go to 
www.camra.org.uk/nbss   

The Fox Inn  
Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 
01562-777247  

 
 

Three ever changing guest 
real ales  

 
 

Over 1500 guest beers  
over the last nine years! 

 

Fun Quiz night every 
Thursday  

 
Traditional carvery &  

home cooked specials 



12 

 

 
 
 

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  
Give us a call.  

 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  
 

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890 

 

2006 COUNTY PUB OF THE YEAR 
2008 BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 

 WE SERVE  
 UP TO 

 14 REAL ALES 

5 REAL CIDERS 
& 

6 BEERS FROM THE CONTINENT 

WE’RE IN THE 
CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 

WE PUT THE ‘ALES’ 
 INTO HALESOWEN 

FIND US 10 MINS WALK FROM 
HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE ON 

THE STOURBRIDGE ROAD  
(NO 9 BUS PASSES THE PUB) 

21 STOURBRIDGE RD, HALESOWEN 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA award 

Pub of the Season 
Members of Redditch & 
Bromsgrove CAMRA recently 
presented their summer Pub 
of the Season Award to Gianni 
D'Aniello and his team at the 
Queens Head Inn, Stoke 
Pound. 

QUALITY 

Presenting the award, Branch 
Chairman Paul Richards com-

mented on the excellent selec-
tion and quality of the real ales 
on offer. He also made men-
tion of the difference that real 
ale was making to pubs who 
continued to promote it. 

SUCCESS STORY 

Gianni was delighted to re-
ceive the award and thanked 
the hard work and passion 

that had been put in by 
his whole team to make 
the Queens Head the 
success it has become.  
The pub offers more 
than just food and drink 
with community events 
and activities such as 
Salsa classes and regu-
lar speed dating 
events. 
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An occasional review of pubs around the County 

Down Your Way 
Clent and its environs are 
famous for the rolling hills that 
lie to the north of the county. 
They comprise Walton Hill and 
Clent Hill separated by St 
Kenelm’s Pass, named after 
the medieval saint who was 
murdered nearby in the ninth 
century.  
 The area also has some fine 
pubs and a survey earlier this 
year found a good selection of 
beer. (Please note that many 
of the beers below are guests 
and therefore will change).  

LYTTLETON ARMS 

This is an upmarket restaurant 
with a very smart lounge bar 
which is open plan with mod-
ern and comfortable seating. 
The prices are reasonable 
considering the décor. Mar-
ston’s Pedigree, Taylors Land-

lord and Purity Mad Goose 
were being served. 

FRENCH HEN 

A short distance down the 
road, this former Mad 
O'Rourke's pub now has a 
French theme. It has plenty of 
rooms and is well propor-
tioned with an extensive patio 
and garden. Live jazz is fea-
tured in the front bar. Wye 
Valley HPA and Enville Ale 
were on good form. 

HILL TAVERN 

The closest pub to the hills 
themselves, this pub was 
modernised some years ago. 
Theakston BB was on offer. 

FOUNTAIN 

Further down the hill lies the 
Fountain, a Marstons gastro 
pub with a lounge bar divided 

into three areas. The pub offer 
three thirds for £3. The beers 
were Marstons Bitter, 
Jennings Lakeland Stunner 
and two other guests. 

VINE 

A true pub, comfortable and 
cosy with a meandering 
lounge and alcoves. Adnams 
Bitter, Jennings Cumberland 
and real Thatcher’s Cider were 
available. 

BELL & CROSS 

Actually in the hamlet of Holy 
Cross, this pub is listed in 
CAMRA’s national inventory 
due to it’s unspoilt interior. 
There are five small rooms 
each having an individual 
character. Banks’s Bitter, Tay-
lors Landlord and Enville Ale 
were sold at premium prices. 
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Friar St, Droitwich 
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

A traditional pub that offers a friendly 
atmosphere and staff who are always 

pleased to see you.  
Enjoy the rustic oak beams and the 

charm that comes with a building that is 
over 300 years old.  

www. 
thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 
 

01905 770155 

The  
HOP POLE 

Regular changing guest ales 
including  

Wye Valley HPA, Butty Bach  
and Abbott Ale 

Leading Beer Writer Launches Online Beer Resource 

Inside Beer 
Award-winning beer writer 
Jeff Evans is the brains behind 
a new website dedicated to 
the wonderful world of beer.  

GLOBAL COVERAGE 

Inside Beer is aimed at beer 
lovers both in the UK and 
overseas, with its mix of 
breaking news, essential facts 
and topical features. Regular 
items recommending the best 
places to drink, classic beers 
and new releases are joined 
by insights into breweries, 
book reviews and a retro sec-
tion, exploring events that 
have shaped the brewing 
world in years 
gone by. In-
valuable infor-
mation, such 

as listings of excellent beer 
shops around the world, a 
calendar of festivals and 
events, and major awards 
results, will add another di-
mension to the innovative site. 

VALUABLE ADDITION 

Jeff, an eight-times editor of 
the Good Beer Guide and a 
former Beer Writer of the 
Year, is confident that Inside 
Beer will prove to be a valu-
able addition to the online 
beer community for both con-
sumers and those involved in 
the trade. For more details go 
to www.insidebeer.com 
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Kidderminster CAMRA tour the Cotswolds 

Cotswold Carouse 
Kidderminster sub branch had 
another fantastic day visiting 
the Cotswolds and tasting 
some splendid ales. It was a 
super, sunny autumn day and 
the trip began early for our 
first visit to Stanway Brewery 
– a brewers treat as usually no 
visits are arranged.  

FANTASTIC SETTING 

The setting was absolutely 
superb and it was fascinating 
to see the old wood fired 
boiler still being used today. 
Alex Pennycuick gave us a 
very informative talk telling us 
about the history of the brew 
house as well as his way of 
brewing. It was great to be 
able to taste his beer in such 
historic surroundings and to 
enjoy the sun as well. A su-
perb start to the day. 

STOW ON THE WOLD 

Following this we went to 
Stow on the Wold and parked 
at the Bell where we sampled 
their beer (and some had 
food) before letting the coach 
party loose on the town with 
the instructions to be back by 
a certain time. The Queen's 

Head with it's 
Donnington 
beers was a very 
popular destina-
tion and we 
soon made our-
selves at home 
enjoying some 
lively banter 
with the locals 
and even sing-
ing 'Happy Birthday' to the 
barmaid and her twin. 

TRUE COTSWOLD PUB 

Our next stop was meant to 
be the final destination – the 
Bakers Arms, Broad Camp-
den, a fantastic Cotswold pub 
at its best. We had a choice of 
several beers and settled in 
for a jolly session. Some of 
the ladies in the party tried to 
bring some refinement to the 
day by partaking of afternoon 
tea – well, apple pie anyway! 
While several of the group sat 
outside enjoying the sun oth-
ers settled themselves in the 
bar and were soon chatting to 
the locals and discussing the 
beer quite merrily. 

BEER FESTIVAL 

 We had intended to wend 
our way home from here but 
found we were virtually pass-
ing a beer festival at the 
Swan, Birlingham and felt it 
our duty to support such a 
noble venture, consequently 
we found ourselves in the 
garden of the pub supping 
beer and generally having a 
fine time. 
 After one or two drop off 
points on the way back we 
finished the day where we had 
begun – the Bell at Pensax - 

and it seemed only polite to 
partake of a libation or two 
while we were there. Every-
one had enjoyed the day and 
were already asking to be 
included in the next trip when-
ever that might be. Many 
thanks to the driver, especially 
for his skilful three point turn 
in a narrow country lane! 
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Opening times:  12 till Late Every Day except 
    Tuesday 5 till late. 
 
Quiz Night       :        Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm 
                                   With Play Your Cards Right. 
 
Live Bands      :        Saturday Nights - Tel for Details  

Listed In Good Beer Guide 2010 

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,  
Worcestershire, B97 4JH 
Telephone: 01527 402299 

 
Four ales on sale  
Regulars 
Timothy Taylor’s- Landlord,  
Greene King- Abbot Ale, 
 
Guest Ales, currently  
Cannon Royall – Fruiterers Mild 
Purity- UBU 

CAMRA launches new logo 

Cider Here 
The number of pubs selling 
real cider and perry is increas-
ing, and to help pubs promote 
these fantastic products 
CAMRA has produced a new 
window sticker.  

EASY TO IDENTIFY 

The sticker shows that real 
cider is available in a pub and 
will en-
courage 
greater 
aware-
ness of 
cider and 
perry.  
Look out 
for it as 
you visit 
your 
local. 
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Promotional day in Redditch 

Learn More 

Serving well-kept ales since 1991 
including Cannon Royall King’s Shilling, Blue Bear beers, 

Timothy Taylor Landlord and one regularly changing guest ale 

Walter de Cantelupe Inn 
Main Road 
Kempsey 
WR5 3NA 

01905 820572 

10 minutes walk from the River Severn 

Dogs welcome 

Heated shelter for non-smokers and smokers alike 
Crackling log fire in angle nook fireplace 

 

Very good food from soup and sandwiches to exciting dishes 
using fresh local produce 

Tuesday - Saturday Lunchtime & Evening 

Sunday traditional lunch and bar snacks 12 - 3, 6 - 9 

www.walterdecantelupe.co.uk 

Five bottle conditioned beers available for Christmas  
Polypins available please phone for details 

The Teme Valley 
Brewery 
The Talbot 
Knightwick 
Worcester 
WR6 5PH 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk 

This That T’other blond 

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation 
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

 

Teme Valley Market December 13th, January 10th, February 14th 
 Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard  

First Midland Red route 420 

Tasting notes now listed on Cyclops www.cyclopsbeer.co.uk 

Seasonal Beer:  
Talbot Porter 4.4% 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

Members of Redditch and 
Bromsgrove branch pro-
moted real ale and CAMRA 
in a slightly different way by 
running a stall to promote 
volunteer activities at Red-
ditch market. 

ALE FREE 

Branch chairman Paul Rich-
ards organised the event and 
along with other members 
festooned the stall with 
CAMRA promotional materi-
als such as leaflets and pub 
information. The only thing 
that was wasn’t present were 
any drinks but this didn’t 
stop lots of onlookers visit-
ing the stand to see what 
was going on. 

CREATED INTEREST 

Paul was pleased with how 
the day went, “It was great 
to see members of the pub-
lic interested in the work we 
we do and although it wasn’t 
our aim, we even signed up 
some new members!” 

DIFFERENT SAMPLES 

Local brewery Purity sup-
plied samples of malt, hops 
and yeast for visitors to 
smell and taste. In addition, a 
superb picture display by 
Dave Morton (Pubs Officer) 
showcased current Good 
Beer Guide pubs in the area 
and also the pubs which 
have been lost forever. 
 This all helped to make for 
a busy day and a different 
type of event to that which 
CAMRA normally runs to 
promote pubs and real ale. 
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The Anchor Inn 
Eckington 

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food 
Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation   

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches 
Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights   

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome 
  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk 
Tel: 01386 750356 

Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

Regional CAMRA announcement 

Awards 
After several months of judg-
ing by CAMRA members 
across the West Midlands, 
Mike Harker, West Midlands 
Regional Director, announced 
the winners of the coveted 
Pub of the Year, Club of the 
Year and Cider Pub of the 
Year awards. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

The Cock Hotel, Wellington, 
Telford TF1 2DL 

CLUB OF THE YEAR 

Kinver Constitutional Club, 
119 High Street, Kinver DY7 
6HL 

CIDER PUB OF THE YEAR 

Coopers Tavern, 43 Cross 
Street, Burton upon Trent 
DE14 1EG 



21 



22 

Paul Richards with an update for members young and old 

Young Member Events 
Our events are open to all, 
regardless of age or CAMRA 
membership. For further de-
tails and more events, check 
out the Young Member’s web 
page at www.rbcamra.org.uk, 
e-mail ym@rbcamra.org.uk or 
join our Facebook group, Red-
ditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 
Young members.  
 Our regular weekly event is 
our Sunday pub game mara-
thon as we visit pubs around 
Redditch to shoot pool, play 
darts, and taste some ales! 
We meet in the Seven Stars at 
8pm each Sunday night.  

FESTIVE FUN 

We will be in festive mood on 
Saturday 5th December with a 
Stourbridge Pub Crawl hosted 

by young members from 
Stourbridge and Halesowen 
CAMRA. This pub crawl dem-
onstrates the quality brews 
that Stourbridge, Lye and 
Halesowen have to offer. We 
will meet at Stourbridge Bus 
Station at noon and will visit at 
least seven pubs. We will be 
using the number 9 bus, so an 
all-day travel ticket is recom-
mended. Or, for £5.20, you 
can get an N-card ticket to 
cover trains as well. 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER 

Thursday 10th December is 
the date for a real Christmas 
Cracker. Come and join us for 
Turkey & Tinsel as we round 
up the year with a Christmas 
dinner and pub crawl! With 

turkey and all the trimmings 
and real ale galore, followed 
by a crawl of local Redditch 
pubs (with thanks to our 
driver!), join us at 6:30 pm at 
the Rising Sun in Redditch. 
Please get in touch to confirm 
your attendance as we need 
to book the Christmas meal in 
advance. 

PLANS FOR 2010 

There will be more events 
planned throughout 2010. If 
you have any suggestions for 
a trip or would like to organise 
one then please get in touch.  
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TALBOT INN 
Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 
www.talbotinn.net 

 

• CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005 

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able 

• Large patio and garden 
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week 

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant 

Bill and Pam Baker journey to the hosiery City 

Leicester by Train 
There is an excellent rail ser-
vice from Birmingham New 
Street to Leicester and the 
journey only takes a little over 
30 minutes, so we set out 
armed with our Senior Rail 
Cards, a time table and a 
healthy thirst for something 
different and some good ale. 

BREAKFAST STOP 

On arrival, we left the station 
and found the ubiquitous 
Wetherspoon’s in Granby 
Street, impressively named 
the Last Plantagenet for the 
usual budget breakfast. This 
provided a firm foundation 
and a good basis for a day’s 
survey of the other hostelries 
in the City. We then explored 
the excellent market re-
nowned for its great fresh fish 
and vegetable stalls and yet 
another Wetherspoon’s estab-
lishment, the Corn Market. 

SERIOUS START 

Our first serious call was at 
the Ale Wagon, not far away 
in Rutland Lane. This is a well 
preserved 1930s style pub 
which is the brewery tap for 
the local Hoskins Brothers 
brewery. There was a friendly 
welcome in this well patron-
ised bar with its original oak 
panelled walls and eight local 
ales dominated by Hoskins 
very palatable brews. 

VERITABLE FEAST 

Our next move was to explore 
the Indian quarter along Bel-
grave Road situated to the 
North of the city centre be-
yond the large Burley’s Fly-
over. Here we found what we 
were looking for, a large num-

ber of Indian vegetarian res-
taurants recommended by the 
Vegetarian Eater’s guide. We 
selected the excellent Shar-
milee which provided good 
value tasty Thali meals. Spicy 
foods always enhance the 
thirst and suitably refreshed 
we caught one of the many 
buses back to the City.  
 On arrival we were pleased 
to come across a lively small 
beer festival at the Criterion, 
Millstone Lane which normally 
specialises in Oakham ales, 
but was hosting a mini-festival 
of beers from Sussex includ-
ing the famous Dark Star Hop-
head ale amongst the 30 plus 
beers on offer. On a normal 
day will you will find a choice 
of twelve varied well kept ales. 

RELAXED ATMOSPHERE 

Our third excellent hostelry 
was the unusually named Out 
of the Vaults, King Street and 
New Walk. Here we found a 
further eight pumps and en-
joyed some excellent Oakham 
ales. The two that really in-
spired were White Dwarf and 
Inferno. Incidentally Inferno 
was the silver medal winner at 
the SIBA East Region beer 
competition earlier this year, 
no wonder it was so good! 
 The pub has a very quiet 
and relaxing atmosphere as 
befits its location in a very 
beautiful part of the City. It lies 
at the beginning of the famous 
New Walk. This pedestrian 
route, laid out in 1785 by 
Leicester Corporation, took us 
past some very impressive 
Edwardian residences and the 
City’s museum toward the 
station. 

VERY ENJOYABLE 

Waiting for our train back to 
Birmingham and eventually 
home to Worcestershire we 
agreed that we had had a 
most enjoyable day out in an 
attractive Midlands City.  

MULTI EVERYTHING 

Already famous for its hosiery 
industry and its recent sport-
ing achievements with various 
shaped balls, we found an 
atmosphere of multi ethnic 
harmony where excellent food 
and more importantly great 
ale is readily available to sat-
isfy one’s inner needs. 
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The Dodford Inn 
THE PUB IN THE FIELD! 

Richard & Mini Scott welcome you to their new venture 
 

• Four ever changing guest ales 
• Three real ciders available 
• Home cooked food 
• Camping and caravanning facilities 
• Occasional live music Thursday evenings  
• Regular Beer Festivals 
• Special evenings e.g. cheese and sausage nights 
• Walkers, ramblers, bikers, cyclists, dogs and horses all  

welcome 
• Real fire in the winter months 
 

Enjoy a relaxing pint in beautiful  
Worcestershire countryside 

www.thedodfordinn.com 
Whinfield Road, Dodford 

Bromsgrove 
01527 575 815 

Open 
Mon 5- 11 

Tue - Sun: 12 - 11 
 

Food served 
Tue - Fri 12 - 2.30,  6 - 9 

Sat 12 - 9 
Sun 12 - 4 

The restored Glasgow is a 
very interesting city with free 
museums, monuments, fash-
ionable shops and of course 
real ale pubs in the Good Beer 
Guide (GBG). 
 The Babbity Bowster, 
Blackfriars Street, named after 
an 18th century Scottish 
dance, has basic accommoda-
tion and is in a quiet, pedes-
trianised area within walking 
distance of the city centre. 
There are many good eating 
places in the area and another 
good pub, the Blackfriars, Bell 
Street is worth a visit. 

TAKE THE BUS 

A good way to see the city is 
to take the Tour Bus from 
George Square. This costs just 

£10 for a 2 day hop-on hop-off 
ticket (£8 seniors). There is an 
informative commentary.  

CULTURE 

Using this bus you can reach 
the Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
and Museum, which will take 
most of the morning to view. 
For lunch follow the main road 
downhill to Partick Cross 
where you will find the Three 
Judges, 2008 Pub of the Year. 
The beer range is eight chang-
ing real ales and a cider. They 
don’t sell food but you may 
take your own. There are sev-
eral sandwich shops nearby. 
 There is another GBG pub 
near the museum in Byres 
Road called Tennents. After 
refreshment, walk back up the 

Brian Partridge gives a brief outline of places to visit 

A Few Things to do in Glasgow 
hill to the Museum of Trans-
port. This is a superb museum 
with many different forms of 
transport represented. 
 Another interesting place to 
visit is the Royal Highland 
Fusiliers Museum in Sauchie-
hall Street. This is a short walk 
from another excellent pub 
called the Bon Accord, North 
Street. Here you will find up to 
10 real ales, real cider and a 
fine selection of malt whiskies. 

A FEW SUGGESTIONS 

These are just a few sugges-
tions of what to do in Glas-
gow. Of course there are 
many more attractions and 
about a dozen more GBG 
pubs. Enjoy yourselves. 
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CAMRA Members’ Weekend and AGM advance news 

Isle of Man 2010  
Preparation is now well under 
way for the 2010 CAMRA 
Members’ Weekend and 
AGM, which will be held at the 
Isle of Man’s Villa Marina com-
plex. The weekend will com-
mence on Friday 16th April 
and end mid-afternoon on 
Sunday 18th April 2010.  

OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS 

The weekend is open to all 
CAMRA members, and is an 
opportunity for them to dis-
cuss future CAMRA policy and 
direction, as well as a chance 
to socialise with friends and 
other CAMRA members.  
 The weekend gives mem-
bers the opportunity to review 
what has been happening at 
branch, regional and national 
level over the past year and 
have a say in reviewing cam-
paigning themes and help to 
form policy. Of course there is 
also the need, like any organi-
sation, to meet the formal 
requirements of an AGM, 

including the presentation of 
accounts. But there is always 
the chance to meet up with 
CAMRA members from 
around the country, and get to 
know the National Executive 
and HQ staff members more. 

PLANNING STAGE 

Trips for the weekend are still 
in the planning stages, but it is 
proposed that there will be 
trips to all three of the island’s 
breweries: Okells, Bushys and 
Old Laxey. Traditionally, these 
trips have been run on the 
Friday and Saturday evenings 
of the weekend, but for this 
year only the trips are being 
scheduled for the week run-
ning up to the weekend, as 
well as throughout the week-
end itself. 

PRE-REGISTER 

There are also plans to organ-
ise various other trips giving 
members the opportunity to 
see more of the Island.  
It is now possible to pre-

register to attend the 
Members’ Weekend by 
going online to the 
CAMRA website 
www.camra.org.uk and 
following the link from the 
Members’ Weekend 
pages. Further informa-
tion about the weekend 
can also be found in 
‘What’s Brewing’ and 
online, and there will be 
regular updates in the run 
up to the weekend.  
All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend, 
whether this is their first 
or fifteenth Members’ 
Weekend, and it promises 

to be an enjoyable and infor-
mative few days. The Mem-
bers’ Weekend is just one of 
the benefits of joining 
CAMRA, so if you are not a 
member, why not join today 
by completing the form in this 
magazine, or by going on-line 
to www.camra.org.uk and 
clicking on ‘Join Us’. 
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increasing demand for cider 
and perry. The Weighbridge, 
Alvechurch has made changes 
to the bar layout by adding a 
fifth handpump to incorporate a 
changing traditional cider or 
perry. 
 
• The Morgan, Clarence Road 
Malvern will be running a 
brewery trip around Wye Valley 
Brewery on the evening of 
Tuesday 19th January. The cost 
will be £7.50 but includes 
transport, beer sampling and a 
hot supper on return to the 
Morgan. The trip will leave the 
pub at 6.15 pm. For more 
details contact the Morgan on 
01684 578575. 
 
• The White Lion, Astwood 
Bank was taken over about six 
months ago by Laura Hambling 
and her partner, Lee Hadden. 
Laura used to work at Studley 
Cricket Club. The pub has a 
comfortably furnished bar and 
pleasant lounge. There is a 
darts room off the bar. The 
large garden has four pigmy 
goats to entertain the children. 
There is a function room, that 
may be hired, and themed 
music nights are held. A skittle 
alley is also available. The beers 
on offer are Banks’s Bitter and 
Original. Both were in excellent 
condition on a recent visit. They 
hope to introduce a guest ale as 
demand permits. There is an 
extensive very reasonably 
priced menu, which includes a 
chilli, a curry and, unusually a 
stew with dumplings. The chef 
is introducing more fish and 
extending the range of fresh 
vegetables. The food is 95% 

• Mark Giles the landlord of 
the Plough, Far Forest has 
recently had his Casque Mark 
update and was awarded 100% 
on all ales. This mainly food led 
pub has four real ales from local 
breweries including Woods, 
Purity and Enville. Mark said, 
"We may be a few pence over 
the odds but you can rest 
assured it's always a good pint". 
 
• The Horse and Jockey, Far 
Forest is currently closed, 
boarded up and for sale. It was 
recently broken into, as also 
was the Forresters, Callow Hill. 
 
• The Swan, Kidderminster 
town centre, a Punch Tavern, 
has four well kept real ales 
mainly from larger breweries. 
On offer recently were beers 
from Hook Norton, Greene King 
and Wychwood. 
 
• During a recent branch crawl 
of Droitwich pubs, Redditch & 
Bromsgrove branch members 
were disappointed to note that 
the Ring o’ Bells on Holloway 
failed to serve any cask beers. A 
change of licensee has resulted 
in a policy review and real ale is 
now served at the pub. 
Arrowhead from local brewery 
Cannon Royall has been 
spotted. 
 
• The Rose and Crown, 
Webheath, Redditch now has 
three real ales available on 
handpump. Recently spotted 
were Spitfire, Bitter and 
Twisted, Lancaster Bomber, and 
Brew 11. 
 
• Several pubs around the 
area are responding to an 

Quick Halves locally sourced. The pub dog 
is a black Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier, who is likely to lick 
you to death. In the week the 
pub is open 2-11pm and  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
12 noon until late. 
 
• Highgate Brewery, Walsall, 
which went into administra-
tion earlier this year with 
excise duty debts to the tune 
of over £1 million is back in 
business and continuing to 
brew. A 'pre-pack' deal for 
£80,000 by two property 
developers, Simon Toon and 
David Lindol, has ensured the 
future of the business. The 
new company, Highgate & 
Davenports Brewery Limited, 
is still brewing on the 
Sandymount Road site, 
producing the same volume 
and range of beer. 
 
• The Wishing Well, 
Bromsgrove was recently 
closed for a refit. The minor re
-fit has opened the bar area 
up. As the pub specialises in 
music at the weekends a 
dance floor has been created 
for those who wish to dance 
the night away! 
 
• Mike Johnson, owner of 
the Ross-on Wye Cider and 
Perry Company at Broome 
Farm, Peterstow, Hereford-
shire has been named by 
CAMRA as the winner of this 
year's Pomona award. He was 
singled out particularly for his 
work in 
nurtur-
ing new 
talent in 
the 
cider 
world. 
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Pubs worth seeking out 

Little Gems Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 
 

01299 
896677 

 
 

 

Worcestershire CAMRA  
Pub of the Year  

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2009 
West Midlands Region  

Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 
 

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 
Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

THE NEW INN,  
WATERLEY BOTTOM, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

The New Inn is set deep in the 
folds of a scenic Cotswold 
valley near to the tiny hamlet 
of Waterley Bottom. Once a 
19th century cider house fre-
quented by mill workers, part 
of the pleasure of visiting this 
particular pub is the journey 
there. 

ADVENTURE 

Leaving Dursley follow the 
signs for Wotton-Under Edge 
and North Nibley and look out 
for signs to Waterley Bottom. 
Just when you think you may 
have missed it and are lost, 
there are small signposts that 

will guide you to this quaint 
200 year old Inn surrounded 
by gardens and rambling 
woods. 

WIDE RANGE 

Regular beers on sale come 
from Cotleigh, Bath Ales, 
Greene King and Wye Valley. 
The two guest ales usually 
change weekly. Real cider and 
perry from Westons is also 
available. 
 Although the owners insist 
they are 'just a pub' a wide and 
varied selection of high quality 
home-cooked meals using 
locally sourced ingredients is 
served lunchtimes and eve-
nings except Mondays. 

CIDER PUB AWARD 

The New Inn has previously 
been Gloucestershire 
CAMRA's Cider Pub of the 
Year 2007.  
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Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated. 

 
Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Ian on: 07818 401046) 

www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 
Wed 9 Dec Kidderminster walk - Meet at King and Castle DY10 1QN 7.45pm 
Wed 27 Jan Cookley & Caunsall crawl - Meet at Anchor, Caunsall DY11 5YL 

7.45pm 
Wed 17 Feb Stourport & area crawl - Meet in Holly Bush, Stourport DY13 9AA 

7.45pm 
See website for more details 

  

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Doug on: 07842 135354) 
www.rbcamra.org.uk 

Tue 8 Dec Branch meeting - Queen's Head, Stoke Pound B60 3AU (Theme 
GBG Selection) 

Mon 28 Dec Regional Awards Presentation - Barton's Arms, Birmingham B6 
4UP 12 noon 

Tue 26 Jan Branch meeting - Meadow Farm, Bordesley, Redditch B98 9BJ 
Tue 23 Feb Branch meeting - Bromsgrove Golf Club, Bromsgrove B60 1LD

(Theme GBG Shortlist) 
 

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018) 
www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Wed 2 Dec Branch Meeting - Retired Soldier, Link Top, Malvern WR14 1PD 
Sat 12 Dec Social - Afternoon/Evening trip to Victorian Pubs in Birmingham 
Wed 13 Jan Branch Meeting - Plough, Worcester WR1 2HN 
Sat 23 Jan Social - GBG Surveying trip (ring for details) 
Sat 6 Feb Social - GBG Surveying trip (ring for details) 
Wed 10 Feb Branch Meeting - The Firefly, WR1 2SE 
 
  

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313) 
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area 
 

CAMRA Beer Festivals 
 

Redditch Winter Ale Festival 
Bridley Moor & Batchley Social Club, Redditch B97 6HS 

January 22nd - 23rd 
 
 

National Winter Ales Festival 
Sheridan Suite, Oldham Road, Manchester M40 8EA 

January 20th - 23rd 
 

For more information on these events go to 
www.pinttaken.org.uk 

© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2009 

 

Pint Taken is published by 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  
Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 
real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  
Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-
lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  
Cookhill, Alcester,  

B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 
Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  
 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  
available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  
Council 

Trading Standards 
County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 
Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 
230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Items for publication should be sent by January 31st 2010 
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PINT TAKEN (WORCESTERSHIRE) 
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A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 
ciders. 
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 
 
Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 
     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. - 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  

And Finally... 
Policy review... 
The Monster Raving Loony 
party has outlined their plans 
to deal with so-called binge 
drinking. The party have 
stated that they have always 
been in favour of 24 hour 
opening for pubs allowing 
licensees to “to be open at the 
best times for them rather 
than fixed times”. Eminently 
sensible, the policy moves 
into more familiar territory, 
“We will NOT ban happy 
hours. We will extend our 
Loony Party policy “PAY FOR 
TWO.. GET ONE” to all pubs.  

New measures... 
In an announcement reminis-
cent of the plans above, a new 
imperial measure is planned 

to be introduced next year. A 
two-thirds of a pint measure is 
to join the half and full-pint 
measures in pubs and clubs. 
 The suggested addition 
comes after members of the 
pub trade called for more 
flexible measures for draught 
beer and cider, particularly 
ones with a higher alcohol 
content.  
 Science and Innovation 
Minister Lord Drayson said: 
"There is no question of re-
placing the British pint, but 
introducing the option of a 
new imperial measure is good 
news for consumers, provid-
ing them with more choice." 
 Strangely no mention has 
been made of the existing 
third of a pint measure, which 
can be found in use at many 
CAMRA beer festivals, where 
it has proved popular with 

festival goers. The third meas-
ure allows drinkers to sample 
a wider selection of beer, ci-
der or perry whilst continuing 
to promote sensible drinking. 
Several pubs, such as the Old 
Contemptibles, Birmingham 
also provide third pint glasses 
in the same way. 
 Trade response to the pro-
posal was mixed, with con-
cerns that a new measure 
could be confusing to con-
sumers and bar staff alike. 
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www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. 
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served seven days a week.  

(Special offers on Tuesdays & Wednesdays) 

A selection of real ales from independent breweries 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009 
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ 
0121 445 5111 

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11 
Saturday 12- 4 & 7 - 11 

Sunday 12 - 4 & 7 - 10.30 
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