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Pint Taken 
Summer 2011 

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter 

 

BROMSGROVE BEER FESTIVAL 30 JUNE- 2 JULY  WORCESTER BEER FESTIVAL 11-13 AUGUST 

In this Issue… 
 County prepares for two biggest beer festivals 
 Pub of the Year nominations for Worcestershire 
 National Club of the Year winner 
 Pubs to visit at home and abroad 
 Members’ Weekend roundup 

Vernon Arms, Hanbury 
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A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 
ciders. 
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 
 
Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 
     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. - 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  

Top Road, Wildmoor,  
Nr Bromsgrove 

B61 0RB  
Tel: 0121 453 2696 

 

www.wildmooroak.com 

• Continually changing guest 
ales. Real ciders.  

• We are in the CAMRA  
Good Beer Guide 

• Take away hoppers for real 
ales and ciders 

• Traditional British Food.  
Caribbean Specialities and  
International Cuisine. 

• Discount on meals for card-
carrying CAMRA members 

• Walkers and coach parties  
welcome  

BEER FESTIVAL 
8th, 9th and 10th July 
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CAMRA Members' Weekend 
and AGM 2011 was held at the 
Octagon Centre, Sheffield on 
15-17 April 2011, and success-
fully provided members with 
the opportunity to discuss 
future policy and direction, as 
well as being an event where 
members could socialise with 
friends, visit recommended 
pubs and go on organised 
trips. 

GREAT VENUE 

Sheffield proved to be a fan-
tastic choice of location for 
this year’s Members’ Week-
end. Sheffield is a city blessed 
with many fine pubs and a 
superb transport system to 
get those attending to them. 
With such a wide choice of 
pubs the members bar still 
offered an excellent selection 
of beer, cider and perry and 
was well attended after the 
formal business ended each 
day. 

DOWN TO BUSINESS 

Over the weekend the formal 
business took place. Members 
enjoyed a rousing welcome 
from the Mayor of Sheffield 
Councillor Alan Law JP. 
 The motions presented for 
debate provided lively enter-
tainment and were inter-
spersed with addresses from 
Chief Executive Mike Benner 
and Chris Holmes, Chairman 
and Chief Executive of Castle 
Rock Brewery and award pres-
entations.  

SPECIAL RESOLUTION 

 A special resolution pre-
sented by the National Execu-
tive to amend the Articles of 
Association of the company 

regarding types and levels of 
membership was defeated. 

ORDINARY MOTIONS  

In total there were 15 motions 
debated. Motion 1 to adopt 
the Internal Policy was 
passed, as was Motion 2 to 
adopt the External Policy. 
Motion 3 from the Kent Re-
gion to support the recent 
growth of real cider and perry 
flavoured with added fruit, 
spices and herbs was de-
feated.  
 Motions 4 to 6 were all 
passed, whilst Motion 7 re-
garding the power of the Plan-
ning Inspectorate to overturn 
local planning decisions 
should be limited to instances 
where the local planning deci-
sion was unreasonable or 
procedurally unfair. This was 
passed amended.  
 Motion 8 from the National 
Executive welcoming the rein-
troduction of guest beer rights 
by Enterprise Inns and Punch 
Taverns for some of their tied 
lessees was passed, but there 
was a belief that further 
change is necessary. The de-
bate during Motion 9 was 
quite heated regarding failure 
by the UK Government to 
introduce a genuine ban on 
the sale of alcohol at below 
cost in the off-trade. This was 
passed. 
 Motion 10 welcomed the 
UK Government’s decision to 
reduce excise duty for low 
strength beers, but believed 
the cut-off point is too low and 
felt that a more realistic figure 
should be sought. This motion 
was passed as was Motion 11 
calling for higher strength 

drinks (spirits) to be taxed at a 
higher rate per alcohol unit 
than lower strength products 
(beer).  
 Motion 12 wishing to en-
courage organisers of CAMRA 
beer festivals not to offer to 
the public, anything other than 
real ale, real cider and real 
perry was defeated amended. 
Whilst in a similar vein Motion 
12a was also defeated 
amended. This motion asked 
CAMRA not to enter into any 
further commercial, promo-
tional or recruitment arrange-
ments, apart from paid adver-
tising.  
  Motion 13 wanted CAMRA 
to work with other interested 
parties to quantify the differ-
ences in health terms between 
real ale and other ale prod-
ucts. Whilst an interesting 
subject, this was defeated. 
 Finally Motion 14 sought the 
reinstatement of the Public 
Transport Group with immedi-
ate effect. In a close vote this 
was passed. Full details of all 
motions can be found in the 
latest edition of ‘What’s Brew-
ing’ and on the CAMRA web-
site. 

NEXT YEAR 

The 2012 Members’ Weekend 
will take place from 30 March - 
1 April 2012 at the Riviera 
Centre, Torquay.  

Review of this year’s Members Weekend 

Splendid Sheffield  
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Dorothy Goodbody’s Imperial 
Stout is one of 14 beers which 
set sail in May on the 60ft 
clipper, Thermopylae, from 
the Thames through the Baltic 
and is due to arrive in Saint 
Petersburg in June. 

HERITAGE CELEBRATION 

This journey is a celebration of 
the Imperial Russian Stout 
heritage. Mini beer festivals 
will be held along the way, but 
the casks of Imperial Stout will 
be unbroached until they 
reach Saint Petersburg. On 
her journey Dorothy will visit 
Copenhagen, Stockholm, and 
Helsinki. 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

Wye Valley Brewery brewed 
Dorothy Goodbody’s Imperial 
Stout in 2010 to celebrate its 

25th year of brewing, said 
brewery Managing Director 
Vernon Amor ‘We are really 
excited to be sending Dorothy 
on The Great Baltic Adven-
ture, and we’re the only brew-
ery in the West Midlands to be 
setting sail. A trip like this 
hasn’t been attempted for 
centuries so it’s a unique op-
portunity to export some of 
our finest Dorothy Good-
body’s Imperial Stout.’  
 On arrival in Saint Peters-
burg, there will be a beer festi-
val and beer judging to cele-
brate a trip which has not 
been attempted for 200 years. 

DOROTHY EXCELS 

Wye Valley looks set for an-
other record year as at the 
recent SIBA Wales & West 
Region Beer Competition 

Award and travel news from Wye Valley Brewery 

Dorothy’s Stout Travels  

2011, Dorothy Goodbody’s 
Country Ale cruised home 
with Gold in the Premium 
Strong Bitters category.  

FURTHER AWARDS 

The judging took place at the 
Ludlow Spring Festival. Along 
with the gold, Wye Valley 
Brewery was also awarded 
three silvers for bottled beers 
HPA, Dorothy Goodbody’s 
Wholesome Stout and Doro-
thy Goodbody’s Country Ale. 
In addition, Wye Valley Bitter 
was also awarded bronze in 
the standard strength bitters 
category.  

Peter Amor whisks Dorothy off to 
London for her trip to Saint Petersburg  
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Local  
News 

Bronze award for 
Birds 
Heavy showers and leaden 
skies failed to dampen the 
spirits of local brewer Birds 
Brewery when they picked up 
a Bronze Award for their Black 
Widow stout at the SIBA 
Wales & West Region Beer 
Competition held at Ludlow 
Castle in May. 

ACHIEVEMENT 

Finance Director Steve 
Hammond said, "This is really 
a tremendous achievement for 
us. We have only been in busi-
ness for eighteen months, and 
this is the first competition we 
have entered. There were 
about 150 cask beers in 8 
different categories from 
brewers throughout the re-
gion, and while we thought 
we were in with a shout, the 
competition was pretty fierce. 
Recognition at regional level is 
a testament to the hard work 
put in by all connected with 
the brewery, but especially 
our Head Brewer, Ian Hughes." 

BLIND TASTING 

SIBA, the Society of Independ-
ent Brewers, organised the 
competition which was run in 
conjunction with the Ludlow 
Spring Food Festival, and 
included bottled as well as 
cask beers. 200 beers entered 
in 15 different categories, and 
judging was carried out by 
100 judges in a blind tasting. 
Steve added, "It is good to 

have something positive to 
celebrate after the recent in-
crease in beer duty which is 
putting further strain on an 
already embattled business 
sector. We hope to be able to 
build on this success and we 
aim to go one better next 
year!" 

On the up 
The autumn 2010 edition of 

Steve Hammond (right) receiving the Bronze 
Award from Barrie Sutherland of Spa Soft 

Pint Taken gave a depressing 
account of Catshill with only 
one (the Crown) of the five 
pubs in the village serving real 
ale. Things are looking up as a 
recent survey carried out in 
May found that every pub in 
the north Worcestershire vil-
lage apart from one is now 
serving cask beer and there is 
even going to be a Catshill 
beer festival. All great news 
for pub goers who like a de-
cent drop of beer or cider. 
The survey found the follow-
ing real ales on sale in Cat-
shill: Purity Mad Goose (Royal 
Oak), Greene King Abbot 
(Crown, Ivy Cottage), Greene 
King St Edmunds (Crown) and 
Marston’s Pedigree 
(Marlbrook). The owners of 
the Plough & Harrow said 
they were looking to introduce 
real ale in the future. 
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As the evenings get longer 
and the weather continues to 
improve it’s time to think 
about pleasant ways to relax 
and enjoy great real ales, ci-
ders and perries.  
 Details of the four CAMRA 
beer festivals local to the 
Worcestershire area are here. 

STRATFORD UPON AVON 

The fifth Stratford upon Avon 
Beer Festival will take place 
from 24 - 25th June 2011 at 
Stratford upon Avon Race-
course. There will be over 50 
ales accompanied by cider 
and perry. 
 The festival is open from  
2-11pm on Friday and from 
11am-11pm on Saturday. The 
festival will be hosting a round 
of the CAMRA West Midlands 
Beer of the Year competition 
and judging of the Strong 
Bitter category will take place 
on the Friday night. 
 Entry to the festival is free 
for card-carrying CAMRA 
members. A £10 entry pack-
age includes beer tokens, a 
commemorative glass and 
programme. Other facilities on 
site include food at all ses-
sions, live entertainment on 
Saturday and camping facili-
ties. Go to the website for 
more news.  
stratfordbeerfestival.org.uk 

BROMSGROVE  

Bromsgrove Beer and Cider 
Festival will run from 30 June - 
2 July 2011 at Bromsgrove 
Rugby Football Club, Finstall 
Park, Finstall, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, B60 3DH. 
 Over 100 real ales (served in 
pint, half pint and third meas-

ures) plus a good range of 
ciders and perries will be 
available. The festival is open 
from 7 - 11pm on Thursday 
for card carrying CAMRA 
members only, 5 - 11pm on 
Friday and from 11am - 9pm 
on the Saturday. Entry is just 
£3 (CAMRA members £1) 
which includes a programme 
and there is a £2 refundable 
deposit for a commemorative 
glass. The event will host the 
West Midlands Region Best 
Bitter of the Year Competition 
on the Thursday night. 
 The extensive grass areas 
allow everyone the chance to 
spread out, so why not bring 
your own gazebo and make a 
day of it! There will be a wide 
range of food available. For 
more details visit the website  
www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk 

HEREFORD 

Hereford CAMRA’s Beer on 
the Wye VII festival takes 
place from 8 July - 10 July 
2011 at Hereford Rowing Club, 
Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford 
HR4 0BE. Featuring 140 ales 
and 99 ciders and perries all 
from Herefordshire producers. 
 Opening times are 2 - 11pm 
Friday, noon - 11pm Saturday 
and noon - 5pm Sunday. Visit 
herefordcamra.org.uk/festival 

Round up of four local CAMRA beer festivals this Summer 

The CAMRA Festivals are Here! 
for more details. 

WORCESTER 

Worcester Twelfth CAMRA 
Beer, Cider and Perry Festival 
will be back this year from 11-
13 August on Worcester’s 
Pitchcroft racecourse. There 
will be over 200 ales and over 
100 ciders and perries from 
around the country with many 
coming from the three coun-
ties of Gloucestershire, Here-
fordshire and Worcestershire. 

As usual there will be a variety 
of food available.  
 The festival website pro-
vides full details of the festival, 
allows you to buy eTickets 
and provides information on 
how to get involved in the 
festival and take advantage of 
free entry. The festival is open 
5pm - 11pm Thursday and 
11am - 11pm Friday and Sat-
urday. Entrance packages start 
from £10 and include a souve-
nir glass and programme. 
Advance eTickets available, 
and recommended for Friday 
night, from the festival web 
site. For further Information 
and updates go to the website  
worcesterbeerfest.org.uk or 
call 08452 696859. 
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On a sunny Saturday earlier 
this year nine members from 
Worcester CAMRA branch 
caught the train to Kiddermin-
ster and on arrival the 292 bus 
pulled into the station fore-
court. Following a tour of 
downtown Kidderminster, this 
took us on towards Bewdley. 
The bus dropped us a few 
yards from our first venue on 
the Wribbenhall side of the 
river, the free house Old 
Waggon & Horses. We arrived 
well before the advertised 
opening time but after a few 
minutes sitting in the front 
garden the door opened and 
we were able to sample their 
regular Banks’s Mild and Bitter 
and Bathams Bitter plus 
Bewdley Worcestershire Way.  

REFRESHED 

Suitably refreshed we set off 
down the hill to the Black Boy 
Hotel. For those that do not 
know, the name refers to the 
exiled and apparently swarthy 
complexioned Charles II 
whose health was toasted as 
“The Black Boy across the 
Water” by Royalists wishing to 
confound Roundheads. The 
hotel is a pleasantly rambling 
place inside though we sat 
outside to sample Wye Valley 
HPA, Enville Ale and Green 
King Abbot. Probably because 
of the sunshine we saw no 
sign of the various ghosts by 
which the hotel is said to be 
haunted. Of course consum-
ing a lot more beer may help 
such sightings. 

LUNCH 

With the group now ready for 
a spot of lunch we moved on 

across the river bridge 
to the Mug House on 
Severnside North. On 
such a glorious day the 
riverside seating was 
all taken but we found 
a couple of tables in 
the very pleasant gar-
den where the good 
food was enjoyed with 
Worcestershire Way, MHB 
Priessnitz, HPA and Landlord. 

STEEP CLIMB 

We were ready for our next 
port of call, the second Black 
Boy pub in Bewdley and 
found at the top of Wyre Hill. 
This pub can be a heart 
pounding climb up from the 
town, so we took the bus! A 
short stroll took us to the pub 
with views over the Severn 
Valley and a pleasant spot to 
enjoy the Marston’s ranges 
available in this Banks’s pub. 
 A further walk down to the 
bottom of the hill brought us 
to the Woodcolliers Arms, a 
name that refers to charcoal 
burners. Beers available on 
the day at this free house 
were Kinver Brewery’s Edge 
and Sunarise plus a beer from 
Three Tuns Brewery.  

PIES AVAILABLE 

Our next port of call and the 
final Good Beer Guide pub 
was the Little Pack Horse 
along High Street, another 
interestingly rambling place, 
formerly part of Colm 
O’Rourkes Little Pub Company 
and still offering Desperate 
Dan Cow Pie for the seriously 
hungry! Here the Three Tuns 
beer was Solstice and shared 
the bar with Sharp’s Doom 

Bar and St Austell Tribute. 

NON TRADITIONAL 

A short walk past the Bewdley 
Brewery and brought us to a 
pub less than two years old 
called Arches. This is a very 
non traditional place, looking 
more café like from outside 
with heavy plain furniture 
inside apparently carved di-
rect from trees. This pub fea-
tures a very busy bar with five 
handpulls serving Enville Ale, 
Hobsons Mild, Twisted Spire, 
Sharp’s Doom Bar and Wye 
Valley HPA. This new and 
unusual venue could be one 
to watch. 
Our thanks go to Chris Gooch 
of Teme Valley Brewery for 
the advice to try Arches and 
also for suggesting visiting 
Tipplers in Load Street, an Off 
Licence with a fine selection of 
bottled beers and ciders. This 
shop was well positioned near 
our return bus stop.  

GOALS ACHIEVED 

A 292 bus duly returned us to 
Kidderminster and most im-
portantly direct to the station, 
avoiding the walk up Comber-
ton Hill.  
 This was an enjoyable day 
out to an interesting little town 
with a good range of pubs 
which were accessible by 
public transport, what more 
could you want? 

Worcester CAMRA members visit Bewdley 

Down Hill all the Way 
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Editoreale 
I note with interest 

that the Busi-
ness, Innovation 
and Skills (BIS) 

Select Committee 
is to re-open its 

enquiry into pubco’s. The BIS 
committee will examine 
whether the problems raised in 
previous parliamentary inquiries 
in 2004, 2009 and 2010 have 
been resolved or whether statu-
tory regulation is needed. 
 The committee will be consid-
ering a whole range of issues 
including whether the individual 
codes of practice introduced by 
pub companies are robust 
enough and if they are being 
complied with. Greg Mulholland 
MP believes that the major pub-
cos have failed to meet the 
criteria set by the BIS commit-
tee because they have failed to 
offer a free of tie option and a 
provision for licensees to offer a 
guest beer outside the tie.  
 It will be interesting to see if 
this time the committee do 
show they mean business. 
Hopefully the report, when pro-
duced, will show that the 
pubco’s codes of practice are 
lacking the content that has 
previously been requested and 
take action to ensure a guest ale 
provision is made outside of the 
tie arrangements. 
 
Congratulations to the produc-
tion team of Hereford CAMRA's 
newsletter ‘Hereford Hopvine’ 
in being presented with the 
runner up award in the CAMRA 
National Newsletter of the Year 
competition. 
 

Cheers, 
Charlie Ayres,  
Editor 

Rocklands Club 

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB 
Tel 01527 544356 

Large and Small Function Rooms Available for  
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc. 

Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing  & Ballroom. 

Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences. 

New Members and Families Welcome. 

Now Serving a range  
of Real Ales  

including Bathams Best 
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The May Day bank holiday 
weekend saw the 4th Long 
Itchington Beer Festival take 
place, and this year it was 
bigger and better than ever. 
Long Itchington is a small 
village near Southam in War-
wickshire that boasts six pubs, 
all of which take part in the 
annual beer festival. 
As well as having over 150 
different beers available, great 
food and entertainment rang-
ing from balloon art and face 
painting to folk music and 
tribute bands, the festival was 
also blessed with great 
weather and a Royal Wed-
ding! 

DESERVED REPUTATION 

Long Itchington is gaining a 
great reputation and this 
year's festival attracted visitors 
from across the country in-
cluding two coach loads from 
Liverpool!  
 Each pub provided a good 
range of beers and, although 
they couldn't all be on sale at 
the same time, wondering 
which new beer would be 
available the next time you 
visited the bar added to the 
fun. 

RELAXED DAY 

We visited the festival on bank 
holiday Monday which by all 
accounts was the quietest day 
of the weekend, but there was 
still plenty of beer to go 
around. Being used to attend-
ing and working at CAMRA 
organised beer festivals, it 
was a novel change to attend 
one that took place within a 
community, and enjoy stroll-
ing between the different 

pubs; there was even a horse-
drawn cart to take you be-
tween pubs if the walk was 
too much. 

COOPERATION 

The success of an event like 
this just goes to show that as 
we celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of CAMRA, the desire to 
partake of the abundance of 
real ales available these days 

is well and truly embedded 
within the public at large, and 
isn't just a "trendy fad" being 
promoted by CAMRA.  
 It also proves that coopera-
tion like this between local 
pubs is a great way to gener-
ate much needed extra in-
come and help to keep these 
pubs open in these hard 
pressed times. 

NEXT YEAR 

A great day out and May Day 
Weekend 2012 is already 
marked in my diary. 

A community festival with a difference 

A Tale of Six Pubs 
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Kidderminster CAMRA select their Pub of the Year 

The ‘Stars’ Shines 
Ye Olde Seven Stars were 
presented with the Kiddermin-
ster Branch Pub of the Year in 
April 2011.  

 HONOURED 

Mat Copeland was presented 
with the award and said he 
was honoured to have been 

selected, as both himself and 
the staff have worked hard to 
make Ye Olde Seven Stars, a 
welcoming, friendly pub with 
good ale.  

 DESERVED 

Tina Rutter (Vice-Chairman) 
said in presenting the award 

that it was a 
deserved win-
ner. The presen-
tation was well 
attended by 
both CAMRA 
members and 
many of the 
regulars. 
The pub goes 
forward to the 
next round of 
the competition. 
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www.the-weighbridge.co.uk 

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub. 
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.  

(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 ) 

A selection of real ales from independent breweries 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010 
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ 
0121 445 5111 

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11 
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11 

Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30 

the judges. Tim was delighted 
with the award and thanked 
his hard-working staff and the 
regulars for all their support. 
One of the locals had made a 
cake to commemorate the 
achievement.  

Determined CAMRA members 
braved the roads in May to 
present a framed certificate to 
the winner of the Redditch & 
Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of 
the Year Award 2011. An 
overturned lorry on the M5 
caused traffic chaos across 
Worcestershire but after a 
long delay members finally 
arrived at the Hop Pole, Droit-
wich for an award-winning 
pint. 

 IMPRESSED JUDGES 

Branch Chairman Paul Rich-
ards presented the certificate 
to licensee Tim Radley and 
praised the pub’s friendly 
atmosphere and great quality 
beer at a reasonable price; 
factors that much impressed 

 WORCESTERSHIRE  

The Hop Pole will now face 
the Plough, Worcester, Ye 
Olde Seven Stars, Kiddermin-
ster and the Fleece, Bretforton 
for the title of Worcestershire 
Pub of the Year.  

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA award  

Hop Pole is the Tops 

Below: Paul Richards presents  
the award to Tim Radley  

Above: Tim with some of  
the staff and regulars  
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What better way to do a pub 
crawl than on a bike, with less 
hassle over drinking and driv-
ing? Better still with a drinking 
partner. So it was that Helen 
and I tandemed down to Ox-
ford. If you pick your route 
carefully it’s only 67 miles and 
not too hilly until you hit the 
Cotswold Edge, a perfect way 
to build up a thirst! We’d 
booked a reasonably priced 
B&B on the Abingdon Road, 
the Sportsview Hotel, but if 
you really fancied posh then 
the Randolph Hotel is ‘only’ 
£250 a night!! 

GLORIOUS LOCATION 

And so, on the first evening, 
back up the Abingdon Road to 
the Head of the River, a 
Fuller’s house in a glorious 
location on the banks of the 

Thames. Sadly, this 
appears to be a restau-
rant masquerading as a 
pub. We were pounced 
on as soon as we 
walked in by a waitress 
who was insistent that 
we sat down and she 
would bring us the 
menus. On realizing that 
we weren’t sure that we 
wanted to eat in there, she 
lost interest. As soon as I saw 
burger and chips for £9.50, I 
knew we were moving on! 
Very nondescript ale, I didn’t 
even bother writing down 
what it was.  

MURAL 

Straight on then and the next 
pub found was the Hobgoblin 
with a fabulous Wychwood 
Hobgoblin mural at the back 
of the bar. The Hobgoblin on 
draught was a complete 
change from the bottled ver-
sion - much smoother. 
Brakspear’s Double Drop also 
went down excellently accom-
panied by an eclectic choice 
of folk rock and vintage pop 
music. 
 On again to the Old Tom. 
Apparently it’s most famous 
for its Thai food, but Helen’s 
sausage and mash and my 
spare ribs were both beauti-
fully presented and very tasty. 
It’s a Greene King house and 
the Sorcerer washed the food 
down lovely!  

NIGHTCAP 

Back to the B&B, stopping off 
at the Folly Bridge Inn for a 
nightcap, a Wadworth house 
featuring three handpulls, 
where we tried the Bishops 
Tipple and some 6X. I was 
looking forward to a full day 
tomorrow! 
 

WHAT BOAT? 

After the full works English 
breakfast lining to the stom-
ach, we walked into Oxford by 
going across to the Thames 
bank enjoying the expansive 
views across the lawns to the 
colleges with their ‘Dreaming 
Spires’, very ethereal. A wreck 
of a cabin cruiser came drift-
ing along on the current with a 
bloke sat on the front punting 
it along with a plank of wood. 
Ten minutes later, two police-
men on bicycles came thun-
dering down the towpath 
calling which way did that 
boat go? 

TRY SOMETHING NEW 

Far from the Madding Crowd 
was the Oxford CAMRA City 
Pub of the Year in 2009. Six 
handpulls and a clearly larger 
selection of guest ales than 
we’d seen so far, I always try 
to either go for Locale brews 
or beer I haven’t tried before, 
so an Orkney Dragonhead 
Stout and Halfpenny’s London 
Stone were sampled. 

LITERARY LUMINARIES 

On to the 
Eagle and 
Child. This 
house is 
owned by 
St John’s 
College 
and was a 
regular 

Kevin Ward and Helen Voyle travel in style by tandem 

A Bactrian to Oxford 
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meeting place for the 
‘Inklings’, Oxford literary lumi-
naries including CS Lewis and 
JRR Tolkien. Each pint of 
Cropton Yorkshire Warrior 
donates 14p straight into the 
Yorkshire Regiment’s benevo-
lent funds. Also, another 
Brakspear’s Double Drop to 
supplement the College prof-
its! 

DINNER IN A GLASS 

The Lamb and Flag next. It’s 
title is, apparently, the em-

blem of St John so, appropri-
ately enough, it is also owned 
by St John’s College. Eight 
handpulls included Palmer’s 
Vale Ale, Three Castles 
Pewsey, North Cotswold Cap-
puccino Stout (a dinner on its 
own according to Helen!) and 
Palmer’s Best.  

WHERE TO START? 

A visit to Exeter College, 
thence to 
the Turf 
Tavern and 
twelve 
handpulls 
to choose 
from. 
Where do 
you start? 
Milton 
brewery’s 
Tiki was 
only 3.8% but incredibly bitter 
–“That’ll sort your catarrh out” 
was Helen’s comment! White 
Horse Best smoothed the 

palate nicely! 

REFRESHED 

It was Merton College’s Foun-
der’s Day and I’d spotted that 
there was a special Choral 
Evensong, it would have been 
rude not to attend. And so, 

spiritually refreshed, to the 
Bear; dinner at this Fuller’s 
house, Chiswick Bitter and 
London Pride to wash down 
the food. 
 This shows just some of the 
massive selection of excellent 
ales that are available in Ox-
ford. Only 71 miles home… 
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Friar St, Droitwich 
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

An award winning traditional pub that 
offers a friendly atmosphere and staff 
who are always pleased to see you.  

 
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA  

Pub of the Year 2011 

www. 
thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 
 

01905 770155 

The  
HOP POLE 

This was 
more like it, it was like some-
one’s front room, with a bar 
and a wood fired pizza oven 
crammed in. How they fitted a 
microbrewery in here as well 
was anybody’s guess! This 
bar also sold a beautifully 
sweet Bohemian Pale Lager, 
of which I spent the rest of the 
evening sampling. The food in 
this homely bar was also 
worth a mention, with some 
fantastic sausage platters 
available offering a choice of 
six locally produced meat 
treats, with a selection of mus-
tards. Fed and watered, I re-
turned to my hotel a happy 
man. 

HUMAN FISH BEERS 

The following afternoon when 
work had finished I was wel-
comed back into the hotel by 
the concierge who asked 
about the previous evening’s 
excursion, and excitedly told 
me about a bar that he had 
found, within 200m of the 
hotel that sells beer from a 
very small brewery located in 
Slovenj Gradec in the north of 
the country. He explained that 
it was very rare to find this 
outside the two bars in its 
home town. My short walk 
was well rewarded, and a visit 
to Patricks Bar, (yes, unfortu-
nately an Irish 
theme pub) 
gave me the 
opportunity 
to sample 
Human Fish 
Beers.  
Simply 
named Pale 
and Red, 

My latest travels have taken 
me to the beautiful city of 
Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia. I 

have visited 
this city a 
number of 
times, but 

never been over excited by 
the two almost identical beers 
that are available in virtually all 
of the bars in the city.  

SEARCH IS ON 

Union Pivo and Lasko divide 
the drinkers of Slovenia, but 
having done a little homework 
I found out that since 2006 
they have been one and the 
same. That may explain the 
almost identical taste (or lack 
of it).  
 The concierge at my hotel 

displayed a genuine interest in 
my search for some craft beer, 
and promised to have some-
thing for me by the time I 
returned from my meetings. I 
was pleasantly surprised by 
the results. The concierge had 
prepared a small list of two 
establishments to visit, and 
also written instructions on 
how to find these places, in 
case of any confusion with 
taxi drivers. 

PURPOSE BUILT 

Both of these were outlets of 
the same independent brew-
ery, Kratochwill, so my first 

visit was to their new purpose 
built brewery and restaurant, 
situated at a huge retail park 
on the outskirts of the town. 
The set up was impressive 
with plenty of shining copper 
and steel, but felt rather im-
personal. The beer however 
was excellent; I indulged in a 
few glasses of Wheat Beer, 
then a few more of the malty 
Dark.  
On my way back to the hotel I 
headed for the second bar 
situated amongst a row of 
offices in Kolodurska, which I 
was told was the original 
brewery.  

FITTED IN 

Adrian Stone visits Slovenia 

A Couple of Pleasant Surprises 
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REAL ALES: 
FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY 

& Guest Beers 

 

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun 

FREE HOUSE 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant  
01564 823386 

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA  

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 
All Subject to Availability 

both of the standard beers 
were fresh and bursting with 
taste, resem-
bling German 
style beers. I 
was told that 
they also pro-
duce an Oat-
meal Stout, 
but this had 
sold out. The 
Human Fish Brewery was set 
up by an Australian and was 
oddly named after a strange 
blind reptile that lives solely in 
the caves at Karst. The staff 
and customers at this bar take 
beer very seriously and 
throughout the evening cus-
tomers brought in bottles of 
unusual beers for their drink-
ing buddies to taste and re-
view. Unfortunately despite 
dropping hints the size of 
nuclear bombs I was not in-

vited to join them. 

VIBRANT CITY,  
LITTLE BEER CHOICE 

The following week I found 
myself despatched to Istanbul, 
a vibrant city full of character 
and charm, but not much 
choice in beer. The city is 
completely dominated by 
Efes, the famous Turkish la-
ger, more suited to quenching 
beach thirsts than serious 
drinking. During numerous 
previous visits, this small but 
vital aspect has been more 
than compensated for by the 
wonderful architecture and the 
secret restaurants, hidden 
away from 
tourists 
underneath 
the  
Galata 
Bridge. 
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SUNDAY PUB FUN 

Join us on the last Sunday of 
every month at the Seven 
Stars in Redditch for our regu-
lar meet-up and pub crawl. 
We’ll be playing pool from 
8pm. 

 WOLVERHAMPTON 

Saturday 4 June: A womble 
round Wolverhampton. We 
make our annual visit to Wol-
verhampton Beer Festival 
sampling some of the 75 
beers ciders and perries avail-
able, followed by a visit to 
some of the city’s best pubs. 
Meet in the festival from 12 
noon or get in touch to make 
discounted travel arrange-
ments. 

 STEAK NIGHT 

Tuesday 19 July: Steak n Ale 
Night. Meal and pub crawl 
starting at the Golden Cross 
Hotel in Bromsgrove; 7.30pm. 

 STUDLEY 

Mon 29 August: Studley Se-
duction. Join us on a pub 
crawl around the Warwick-
shire village of Stud-
ley; a charming vil-
lage with eight pubs 
serving real ale. Meet 
at the Shakespeare 
Inn from noon (the 
247 bus from Red-
ditch stops right out-
side). 

 OPEN TO ALL 

Our Young Member 

events are open to all regard-
less of CAMRA membership. 
For further details and more 
events, check out the Young 
Member’s web-page at 
www.rbcamra.org.uk, e-mail 
ym@rbcamra.org.uk or join 
our Facebook group; Redditch 
& Bromsgrove CAMRA Young 
Members. 

Paul Richards has more dates for your diary 

Young Member Events 
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TALBOT INN 
Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 
www.talbotinn.net 

 

• CAMRA Pub of the Season 
Summer 2005 

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able 

• Large patio and garden 
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 
lunch time and evenings, 
seven days a week 

• Reservations accepted for 
upstairs restaurant 

THE OLD OAK 

Stonebow Road,  
Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 
(01905) 840239 

∗ Traditional village pub  

∗ Large enclosed beer garden 

∗ Food available daily 

∗ Home-cooked Sunday 
lunches  
(booking advisable) 

∗ Outside bar now available 
for your special occasion 

Regular changing guest ales 
including  

Wye Valley HPA, Butty Bach  
and Abbott Ale 

John Greaves, licensee of the 
Bell, Pensax was recently 
presented with the ‘Eyebrows 
of the Year’ award 2011 by 
dedicated members from the 
Pensax & District Branch of the 
Dreadlock and ‘Comb Over’ 
Association.  
 In accepting the award John 
said he was honoured.  
 The Bell beer festival runs 
from 24 - 26 June 2011. 

Licensee recognised 

New Award 
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Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 
 

01299 
896677 

 
 

 

Worcestershire CAMRA  
Pub of the Year  

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and 
2010 

West Midlands Region  
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 

 

At least five real ales, all from 
independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 
Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

The Mikron Theatre Company 
is celebrating its Ruby Anni-
versary this year and is putting 
together a “Beer Street” per-
formance to help celebrate 
CAMRA's 40th Birthday, show-
casing the history and enjoy-
ment of real ale and pubs.  

NARROWBOAT 

Mikron is a touring theatre 
company with a difference as 
they tour on narrowboat, 
Tyseley performing in every 
conceivable type of venue, 
reaching audiences that other 
companies cannot. Mikron has 
a reputation for tackling large 
scale subjects, turning history 
into vivid and dramatic enter-
tainment.  

PUBS AND BEER 

The lively show will tell 
you the story of pubs 
and beer, and the part 
that they have always played 
in society. The performance 
will set out to answer ques-
tions such as:  
Has the traditional pub man-
aged to survive as the social 
centre of a community in this 
age of pubco’s, trendy wine 
bars and chilled out cafe bars? 
How has the smoking ban 
affected pubs? 
How do we deal with the new 
generation of 'binge drinkers' 
and the associated health 
problems? 
The Northampton Mercury 
said;  
"Any pub regular, real ale en-
thusiast or just plain beer 
drinker would find plenty to 
appreciate in the show"  
 The performance is fast-
paced, full of fun and will in-
volve plenty of music and bar 
room chat. And do look out 
for the sympathetic reference 
to CAMRA. 

Mikron Theatre perform in Worcestershire 

Beer Street…a heady draught of  
people, pubs, brews and brewing. 

LOCAL PERFORMANCES 

Beer Street is being per-
formed at the Village Hall, 
Bishampton (7.45pm 29 July), 
Bridge, Tibberton (7.30pm 6 
August), Brandy Cask, Per-
shore (7.30pm 10 August), 
The Fold, Bransford, Worces-
ter (7.30pm 14 August), Camp 
House, Grimley (7.30pm 17 
August). For other perform-
ances go to 
www.mikron.org.uk.  



22 

Latest news on CAMRA’s showcase event of the year 

Great British Beer Festival 

for this year’s Festival rope 
drop on Tuesday 2 August, 
CAMRA is looking to give 
away 25 pairs of tickets to 
GBBF to beer drinkers old and 
new. To be in with a shout of 
winning a pair of tickets, 
please answer the following 
question correctly and submit 
your answer, name and ad-
dress to 
jon.howard@camra.org.uk by 
Friday 8 July 2011. Entries can 
also be posted to: Jon How-
ard, GBBF Comp, CAMRA, 230 
Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 
4LW. Competition question 
This year, CAMRA, the Cam-
paign for Real Ale is celebrat-
ing it’s… 
  
10th birthday 
40th birthday 
70th birthday 
 
Winners of the tickets will be 
notified by 15 July 2011. 

OPENING TIMES 

The Festival opening times are 
Tuesday 2 August 5 – 
10.30pm; Wednesday 3 Au-
gust to Friday 5 August noon – 
10.30pm and Saturday 6 Au-
gust 11am – 7pm. 
For further information on the 
Festival, go to the website 
www.gbbf.org.uk 

The Great British Beer Festival 
2011 (GBBF) at Earls Court is 
drawing ever closer, with 
CAMRA hoping for another 
record-breaking event! In 
2010, over 66,000 people at-
tended the five day extrava-
ganza, with over 1,000 
CAMRA volunteers giving up 
their time to make the Festival 
the biggest to date. 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

This year, Festival-goers 
should expect 700+ real ales, 
ciders, perries and foreign 
beers from around the world, 
with CAMRA claiming to have 
something to suit every 
drinker’s taste buds! To ac-
company this heady range, 
the Festival offers a great 
choice of food from traditional 

cuisine to classic pub snacks, 
unforgettable live music, a 
wide variety of pub games to 
occupy your time, and an 
array of tutored tastings from 
some of the leading authori-
ties in the beer world. 

PREBOOKING ADVISED 

Tickets for the event are now 
available and can be pre-
ordered for a discounted price 
from the ticketing website at 
www.seetickets.com/gbbf . 
With such demand at the door 
of Earls Court for tickets, pre-
ordering is a great way of 
ensuring you do not miss out 
on the Festival fun! 

WIN TICKETS 

While the British real ale, ci-
der, perry and foreign beer 
lists are being finalised in time 
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Prestigious award given  

Kinver wins 
After being judged as the best 
club in the CAMRA West Mid-
lands region, The Kinver Con-
stitutional Club, Kinver has 
been named as the CAMRA 
National Club of the Year, 

PRESENTATION 

The presentation took place 
during May, with a fantastic 
turnout of local members of 
the club and CAMRA repre-
sentatives from across the 
country.  
 In presenting this prestig-
ious award Ian Charlton from 
CAMRA’s Clubs Committee, 
praised the excellent quality 
and variety of ales on sale. He 
also described how the judges 
had found the atmosphere in 
the Club very welcoming. 

The  
Hartlebury 

 

The pub in the club 
 

Open to members  
and non members 

 

5 Real Ales 
from Cannon Royall Brewery 

from £2.40 per pint 
 

Rooms available for  
functions or meetings 

 

Open 4.00 – 11.00 Daily 
12.00– 12.00  

Saturday & Sunday 
 

Millridge Way,  
Hartlebury DY11 7TJ 
Tel: 01299 250252 
(Down a narrow lane off  

Waresley Court road) 

CAUSE AND EFFECT 
Publican. YOUR DOG’S VERY FAT,SIR. PRAY WHAT DO YOU FEED HIM 
ON? 
Traveller. WELL, HE HAS NO REGULAR MEALS; BUT WHENEVER I TAKE 
A GLASS OF ALE, I GIVE HIM A BISCUIT 
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA trip to Liverpool 

You’ll Never Walk Alone 
Earlier this year members 
from CAMRA’s Redditch & 
Bromsgrove Branch decided 
to add a little culture to their 
beer and pub research with a 
trip to Liverpool. Taking ad-
vantage of the £10 rover ticket 
from London Midland, the aim 
was to try out a number of 
pubs with listed or interesting 
interiors. 

SUSTENANCE 

The trail started at the Baltic 
Fleet, which brews beers on 
site under the same name, 
and we were kindly treated to 
a historical overview of the 
pub and surrounding area by 
the landlord. The beer selec-
tion was good including Sum-
mer Ale, Magna 800, Smoked 

Porter, Liverpool Wit a Wheat 
Beer, and Mine’s Wapping. 
The brewery in the cellar is 
apparently too small for 
guided tours, but the landlord 
plans to install a glass port 
hole in the floor so that people 
can at least view the interior. 
We decided to eat there, pro-
viding some sustenance for 
the research ahead, and both 
the service and the food qual-
ity were good. 

STUNNING 

Onwards then to the nationally 
famous and stunning listed 
interior of the Philharmonic. 
Owned by the Nicholson Pub 
Group (part of Mitchell and 
Butlers), who specialise in 
pubs with historic and unusual 

interiors, the whole experi-
ence was truly memorable. 
Even the gents toilets, decked 
out in the original pink marble 
and with original workings 
intact, was a rare treat. Sev-
eral beers were on offer, with 
Alton Pale Ale and George 
Wright Mark’s Mild both good 
examples. 

SNUG 

Next stop was the Roscoe 
Head with a nice selection of 
four or so well kept beers. 
Here the challenge was to see 
how many CAMRA members 
we could get into the very 
cosy snug, the answer be-
ing…about ten. Midway 
through the journey to the 
next pub we then made an 
unscheduled stop at the Dis-
pensary due to the fact that it 
looked interesting and historic 
in the Mersey Ale magazine 
that we had picked up at the 
Baltic Fleet. This had a good 
selection of beers, including 
Fernandes 99 Arches and 
Sadlers E Type Jag and a very 
interesting bar, albeit the big 
screen football experience 
may not have been to every-
one’s taste. 

LOG CABIN 

Moving on via the Globe and 
the Crown, which had inter-
esting interiors but not a par-
ticularly good beer selection, 
the next stop was the Ship 
and Mitre. A fairly uninterest-

Opening times:  12 till late Mon to Fri except Tuesday 5 till late.  
  9am till late Sat & Sun 
 

Quiz Night:        Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm 
                                With Play Your Cards Right. 
 

Live Bands:           Saturday Nights - telephone or check our  
 Facebook page  
 www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage 

Listed In Good Beer Guide 2011 

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,  
Worcestershire, B97 4JH 
Telephone: 01527 402299 

 
Four ales on sale  
Regulars 
Timothy Taylor’s- Landlord,  
Sharp’s - Doom Bar 
 
Guest Ales, currently  
Theakstons – Mild 
Thornebridge - Jaipur 

Food Now Being Served 
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ing and concrete clad building 
nestled close to the flyover 
promised nothing of the won-
derful treats that awaited 
within. The inside of the pub 
was almost like a huge log 
cabin and served around 14 
real ales from a central bar 
into the three or four rooms 
that made up the pub. What a 
great place to end up, but not 
if you’re driving! The very 
varied beer selection on offer 
here included Fuzzy Duck 
Tangerine Duck, Oxfordshire 
IPA, Coastal Transformer and 
Penzance Laitey Gold. Well it 
would have been rude not to 
try at least a couple! 

STEAM UP 

And just as we thought a quiet 
beer at the station would be 
our last order of the day, we 
stumbled across a beer festi-
val at the Head of Steam next 

Open 7 days a week,  
12pm - 12am 

Food served Mon - Sat 12pm - 
9pm 

Sunday roasts  12pm - 4pm 
  

3 real ales on rotation 
warm friendly atmosphere 

dog and walker friendly 
  

3 self contained B&B rooms 

Royal Oak 
Kinnersley 

   01905 371482 

to Liverpool Lime Street Sta-
tion. Curiously you get can 
straight onto the platform 
from the pub, but this means 
that you also need a code to 
get into the toilets! Within the 
little time remaining the dedi-
cated tasting team did its best 
to the seven or eight beers 
that were available, which 
included High House Farm 
Nel’s Bat, Hill Island Seven 
Hills and White Horse Dark 
Horse Porter.  
 All in all, a great day out 
with some excellent pubs and 
culture all rolled into one. 
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• The official opening of the 
Droitwich Canals take place 
from 1-3 July 2011. The open-
ing ceremony takes place on 
Friday at 2.00pm. There are 
events across the weekend in 
Vines Park, Droitwich highlight-
ing the completion of a 30 year 
campaign to restore the canals. 
A real ale bar will be available 
with entertainment on each 
evening from approximately 
7.00pm. For further details 
contact David Wheeler on 
07970711038. 
 
• Purity Brewery noted the sad 
passing of Tess, the dog 
otherwise known as “Ubu”. 
Tess, their own little farmyard 
legend and loyal brewery guard 

•The Victoria Inn, Barnt Green 
has reopened following a 
successful refurbishment. 
Redditch & Bromsgrove branch 
members were invited to the 
opening night in February to 
sample the ale by new landlord 
Lee and his team. The pub has 
cosy log fires throughout and a 
relaxing drinking area as well as 
a separate dining area. Three 
beers were on offer which 
consisted of Doom Bar, Pure 
Ubu and Abbot Ale, all of which 
were kept in great condition. A 
follow up visit in early May 
confirmed that this pub has 
gone from strength to strength 
and is worth a visit.  
 
• The Shakespeare, Studley 
now has permanent tenants 
from the West Midlands, both 
of whom are CAMRA members. 
Banks's Bitter will be a regular 
beer with two changing guests 
from the Marston’s range. 
 
• The Crown, Catshill will be 
holding a Locale Beer Festival 
from 29-31 July. As well as 
eight beers from Purity, Kinver, 
Enville and Wye Valley, five real 
ciders will be served. Opening 
times are Friday 4-11pm, 
Saturday 10am-11pm and if 
there is any left 12pm onwards 
Sunday. Food will be available 
throughout the event. 
 

Quick Halves 

The Anchor Inn 
Eckington 

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food 
Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation   

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches 
Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights   

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome 
  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk 
Tel: 01386 750356 

fell asleep in the sunshine 
recently.  
 
• The Red Lion, Bromsgrove is 
closed during May for major 
work including a new roof and 
repairs to the upper floors. 
The interior is being extended 
and the main room returning 
to a more traditional decor. 
The bar is being refitted with 
eight handpumps.  
 
• Spotted in Morrisons 
recently Thwaites ‘Old Dan’ a 
7.5% bottle conditioned ale, 
which promises to age further 
in time with its mellow fruity 
flavour rather like a vintage 
wine. 
 
• The Rose & Crown, Fecken-
ham now has three real ales 
from the Marston’s range and 
Thatcher’s Cider. 



27 

Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

 

Teme Valley Market June 12th, July 10th, August 14th 
 Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard  

First Midland Red route 420 

The Teme Valley 
Brewery 
The Talbot 
Knightwick 
Worcester 
WR6 5PH 

Tel: 01886 821235 
Fax: 01886 821060 
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk 

This That T’other blond 

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation 
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

Five bottled beers 
available 

THE VILLIERS HOTEL, 
CASTLE STREET, 

BUCKINGHAM 

Buckingham is a delightful 
town with a river flowing 
through it and many historical 
buildings. The local people are 
very friendly. 

HISTORIC CONNECTIONS 

The 400 year old Villiers Ho-
tel, situated right in the town 
centre, is a good place to stay. 
It has 46 rooms and plenty of 
parking spaces. The hotel 
started off as the Swanne 
upon the Hoppe and was 
variously named the Swan, 
the White Swan and the 
Swan and Castle until it be-
came the Villiers Hotel. This 
name derives from George 

Villiers, the 1st Duke of Buck-
ingham, who was a favourite 
of King James the First. Leg-
end has it that Oliver Crom-
well billeted troops there 
in1643 and there are other 
records of military occupation. 
Strange happenings and sight-
ings of ghostly apparitions 
occur even until the present 
day. The hotel rooms are spa-
cious and all facilities are high 
quality.  

TRADITIONAL 

There is a large restaurant 
where excellent food is 
served. The bar is a traditional 
pub bar. It has a stone flagged 
floor, a large open fire and 
bare wooden tables and 
chairs. There are four real ales 
on offer and on a recent visit 
these were Greene King IPA, 
Hookey Bitter, Wadworth 6X 
and Black Sheep Bitter. A 

Pubs worth seeking out 

Little Gems 

good range of bar food is 
available. 
 In 1894 the property was 
sold to the Aylesbury Brewery 
Company for £2080. It subse-
quently passed to the Abing-
don Brewery which later 
merged with Charles Wells of 
Bedford. 
 For anyone staying in the 
town it is worth visiting the 
Woolpack in Well Street a few 
minutes away from the 
Villiers. Here, also, will be 
found a fine range of real ales. 
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© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2011 

 

Pint Taken is published by 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  
Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 
real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  
Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 
for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-
lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  
Cookhill, Alcester,  

B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 
reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 
Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  
 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 
 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  
available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  
Council 

Trading Standards 
County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 
Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 
230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Items for publication should be sent by July 30th 2011 

Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  
All meetings start at 8 pm unless stated. 

 

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact David on: 07732 924616) 
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 

Tue 7 Jun Social meeting 7.45pm - Rose & Crown, Shrawley WR6 6TD fol-
lowed by New Inn, Shrawley WR6 6TE 

Thur 9 Jun Visit to Bewdley Brewery 7.30pm - Contact Tina for full details 
chairman@kidderminstercamra.org.uk cost £3.50 

Tue 5 Jul Social meeting 7.45pm - Bell, Pensax, WR6 6AE 
Tue 2 Aug Social meeting 7.45pm - Angel, Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 9EV 
  

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Paul on: 07974 889553) 
www.rbcamra.org.uk 

Sun 5 Jun Club of the Year Presentation - Barnt Green Social Club B45 8BT 
12.30pm. Please show CAMRA membership card on entry. 

Tue 28 Jun Branch Meeting - Bromsgrove Rugby Club, Finstall Park B60 3DH  
Tue 26 Jul Branch Meeting - Vine, Clent DY9 9PH 
Tue 23 Aug Branch Meeting - Rose & Crown, Feckenham B96 6HS 
 

 Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018) 
www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Wed 8 Jun Social survey - Rose & Crown, Tenbury Wells WR15 8HA 
Wed 22 Jun Social survey - travel by 362 bus (if still running in the evening) 

start at Anchor, Kempsey WR5 3NB 
Wed 13 Jul Social survey - Cross Keys, Bredons Hardwick GL20 7EE 
Wed 27 Jul Branch Meeting - Dragon, Worcester WR1 1JT 
Mon 8 Aug Beer Festival setup - Worcester Racecourse WR1 3EJ 
 

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313) 
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area 
 

CAMRA Beer Festivals 
 

5th Stratford-upon-Avon Beer & Cider Festival 
Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse, Stratford-Upon-Avon CV37 9SE 

24 - 25 June 
 

9th Bromsgrove Beer & Cider Festival 
Bromsgrove RFC, Finstall, Bromsgrove B60 3DH 

30 June - 2 July 
 

Beer on the Wye VII - Hereford Beer & Cider Festival 
Hereford Rowing Club, Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford HR4 0BE 

8 -10 July  
 

12th Worcester Beer & Cider Festival 
Worcester Racecourse, Worcester WR1 3EJ 

11-13 August 
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The Fox Inn  
Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 
01562-777247  

 
 

Three ever changing guest 
real ales  

 
 

Over 1500 guest beers  
over the last nine years! 

 

Fun Quiz night every 
Thursday  

 
Traditional carvery &  

home cooked specials 

 

 
 
 

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  
Give us a call.  

 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  
 

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890 

And Finally... 
The Day the Music 
died... 
One of the most unique sug-
gestions for what is killing 
pubs has been put forward in 
the South West CAMRA news-
letter, Pints West. Author 
Simon Rigby has postulated 
that a reason for a decline in 
pub going is, wait for it, - Digi-
tal Music. Apparently pubs 
that choose to attack its cus-
tomers with MP3 music are 
suffering because the effect of 
listening to non-analogue 
music is akin to being buzzed 
by a mosquito.  

VINYL LP COMEBACK 

Simon cites the example of 
pubs that have forsaken the 

CD and MP3 and instead gone 
for the more “revealing” na-
ture of the vinyl LP. The effect 
has been noticeable in ana-
logue friendly pubs such as 
the Bridge, Bristol where “The 
turntable is easily accessible 
to customers and a varied 
collection includes all-time 
classics from Hendrix, Floyd 
and the Doors”. “Pints of 
guest beers are gleefully con-
sumed.” The Bell, Bath hosts 
‘open decks’, ‘bring your own 
vinyl’ sessions and vinyl DJs. 
Rigby concludes, “Needless to 
say, both pubs have great 
selections of real ale”. Read 
the article at http://
www.camrabristol.org.uk/
news3.html 
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