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COMMUNITY PUBS MONTH - APRIL 2012

 Continually changing guest

ales and real ciders
 We are in the CAMRA

Good Beer Guide
 Take away hoppers for real

ales and ciders
 Traditional British Food.

Top Road, Wildmoor,
Nr Bromsgrove
B61 0RB
Tel: 0121 453 2696
www.wildmooroak.com

Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine
 Discount on meals for card-

carrying CAMRA members
 Walkers and coach parties

welcome

CARIBBEAN NIGHTS
visit our website for more news
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Support your local this April

Community Pubs Month
In April, CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale launches a
new national pubs campaign,
Community Pubs Month, to
champion local pubs which
are at the heart of countless
communities across Britain.
CAMPAIGN AIM
The aims of Community Pubs
Month are to increase footfall
in pubs, to encourage more
publicans to promote new or
existing events to attract further trade, and to spread
awareness of community
pubs throughout the media.
A website geared up to give
pubs free publicity through
listing any events licensees
have planned throughout the
month of April. More details
are available on the website
communitypubsmonth.org.uk
Pubs signing up to the
Month will be given free promotional material to help promote their events, whether it
be the regular weekly pub quiz
or a big one-off charity bash
to get the community together.

the real aim of Community
Pubs Month was to give a
window of opportunity for
hard working publicans to
promote any events they have
planned in April, and for
CAMRA to give them all the
help and support in terms of
publicity and increased trade.
TOUGH TIMES
It’s a tough time for pubs at
the moment as recently highlighted by CAMRA’s new pub
closure figures which show
that 16 pubs close across
Britain every week. This is
why CAMRA has put a large
amount of campaigning funds
into this initiative to help pubs
market themselves during
April.

LAUNCH DATE
Kicking off proceedings on
Monday April 2nd with Community Pubs Day, the day after
CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend
and AGM in Torquay, CAMRA
branches across Britain will be
organising a wide range of
events to promote their local
pubs during the Month, and
will be working in the lead-up
to April to ensure this first
year for the campaign is a big
success.
Tony Jerome, CAMRA’s
Head of Marketing, said that
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PROMOTE FOR FREE
As well as CAMRA branches
ordering promotional material
to maximise the exposure for
this new campaign in pubs
across Britain, pub licensees
can also order packs direct
from CAMRA. Available now,
Community Pubs Month packs
will include campaigning posters, beer mats, leaflets and
pump clip crowners. Pubs
interested in acquiring material for Community Pubs
Month can find out more by
visiting the dedicated website
at
communitypubsmonth.org.uk.

Book Review - Best Pubs

opportunity to
get out and
visit plenty of
Great British Pubs.
The guide is priced at
£12.99 for CAMRA members
or £14.99 for non-members
and available from
camra.org.uk/books

New Book Features County Pubs
A new guide featuring some a
Britain's greatest pubs includes no less than six
Worcestershire pubs.
GREAT BRITISH PUBS
Great British Pubs is a practical guide that takes you
around the very best public
houses in Britain and celebrates the pub as a national
institution. Every kind of pub
is represented in these pages
with categorised listings featuring full-colour photography
illustrating a host of excellent
pubs from the seaside to the
city and from the historic to
the ultra-modern.
COUNTY PUBS
The following pubs included

in the guide each get their
own page: Mug House, Bewdley, Cider House, Defford,
Walter de Cantelupe,
Kempsey, King & Castle, Kidderminster, Bell, Pensax and
the Coach & Horses,
Weatheroak.
ARTICLES
Articles on beer brewing, cider making, classic pub food recipes
and traditional pub
games are included to
help the reader fully
understand what
makes a pub ‘Great’.
Tours around some of
the pubs featured in
the book are also provided to give you the
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off the A38, the
logical next step
was to open a
Brewery Shop. He
said there were a
number of legal
and planning issues
to sort out, not to
Local Cider back on
mention a certain
amount of building
the bar
work, but they
A campaign started recently
hoped to be in
by Redditch and Bromsgrove Dave Neale, Steve Cooper from Tardebigge Cider, MP Sajid
business by Easter.
branch of CAMRA, asking Pub Javid, Andy Turner from Enterprise Inns and Lynne Laniosh
In addition to their
from CAMRA celebrate the return of local cider to the Cross Inn
Company Enterprise Inns to
own products, the
reconsider its decision to stop
intention is to stock beers
the licensee of the Cross Inn,
Real Ale arrives
from other brewers outside
Finstall from selling locally
the area as well as locally
The last bastion of keg only
produced cider has ended in
produced cider and perry.
beer in Catshill has had a
success for all parties.
For the Diamond Jubilee
change of management and a
Enterprise Inns had inBird’s are currently working
welcome change of policy in
formed Mr Neale that under
on a special celebratory brew
terms of real ale. The Plough
the terms of a new agreement
to mark the occasion. For
& Harrow now serves Sharps
he had to stop selling Tardefurther information, contact
Doombar along with a guest
bigge cider. This popular and
the brewery on 01527 889870.
from the Punch portfolio.
award winning traditional
Manager Sam Starsmore
drink, produced a short distold Pint Taken that the owntance from the Cross by Steve
ers (who own the White Hart,
Cooper, had been enjoyed at
Fernhill Heath) wanted real ale
the pub ever since licensee
served as soon as possible.
Dave Neale took the pub over
“We believe that you cannot
four years ago.
have a pub with out real ale.
Dave commented that loOur chef is a fan”. Sam also
cals and visitors were really
said that real ale now outsold
Sample our award
upset as they really enjoyed
drinks such as lager to belocally produced cider .
winning ales at:
come the biggest selling drink
CAMRA National Director,
in the pub. Not bad for a pub
THE PLOUGH
Brett Laniosh, who lives in
that only sold keg beer a few
Bromsgrove, contacted EnterShenstone
months ago.
prise Inns asking them to reWorcestershire
Shop talk
DY10 4DL
consider their decision and
Tel: 01562 777340
local MP Sajid Javid, on hearFollowing their successful preing the news, suggesting that
Christmas sales, Bird's are
Beer Garden, Real Fire
flexibility could benefit all
hoping to open a shop adjaTV for Sports, Morris Dancing.
parties.
cent to the brewery in Old
Following discussions a
THE SWAN
Burcot Lane in late Spring.
decision was reached that
Director Steve Hammond
High St
allowed the cider to again be
said, that Birds were very
Chaddesley Corbett
sold at the pub. Steve Cooper
DY10 4SD
pleasantly surprised by the
said it was great news for
Tel: 01562 777302
demand for their products in
customers and a victory for
the run up to Christmas and
Restaurant, Real Fire,
choice.
having a prime location just
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

Local
News
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Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.
We specialise in using real ales and ciders.
www.alewrightnow.co.uk
Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk
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Tel 07968 381890

Brian Partridge lists the delights of this town

Shrewsbury Treats
The old town of Shrewsbury is
a delightful place to explore.
Almost completely surrounded by the River Severn it
has, to a great extent, resisted
the invasion of modern times.
SIGHTS TO SEE
As you walk the narrow
streets and alleyways it is easy
to picture how it was hundreds of years ago. There are
a number of interesting
churches to view, including
the circular St Chad’s where,
in the churchyard, there is the
tombstone of Ebenezer
Scrooge left over from the
filming of ‘A Christmas Carol’
in 1984. The Abbey Church,
founded in 1083, is not a ruin
and has imposing Norman
arches. The castle, set in a
delightful public garden, merits a visit and houses the
Shropshire Regimental Museum. It is possible to take a
pleasant riverside walk around
most of the old town and on a
recent visit an otter was seen.
OLD TOWN PUBS
There are at least four pubs in
the old town that would qualify as ‘Little Gems’ in their own
right. These are the Admiral
Benbow and the Coach and
Horses both on Swan Hill, the
Nags Head in Wyle Cop and
the Three Fishes in Fish
Street. Also there are two
Wetherspoon pubs, one with
accommodation.
The range of beers available
is quite remarkable with ales
from Shropshire and Herefordshire in most of the pubs.
There is a good selection of
cider and perry on offer.
The Salopian Bar in Smithfield Road has an ever increasing range of Belgium, American and British bottled beers.

FOOD CHOICES
When it comes to food
you are spoilt for
choice. There are
plenty of pubs and
restaurants serving
good food plus Thai,
Italian and Indian one
of which is the oldest
in Shropshire. For fish there is
a Loch Fyne restaurant and for
gourmet food at a reasonable
price there is the Peach Tree
opposite the Abbey.
MORE HISTORY
Shrewsbury is not far from the
ten Ironbridge museums. If
you decide to visit the Blists
Hill Victorian Town you have
made a good choice because
opposite is the All Nations
pub, the home of the Shires

Brewery. You
may leave
your car at
the museum,
cross the
main road by
the footbridge
and you are
there. One of
the last four
brew pubs left
after the onslaught of the
big companies in the ‘60s the
All Nations is very friendly and
well worth a visit. An interesting selection of baps is served
to accompany the excellent
ales.
MORE DETAILS
There is plenty of accommodation in Shrewsbury and the
Visitor Information Centre will
give you some details and
send you a guide book. Tel
01743 281200.

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

This That T’other blond
3.7% ABV

Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale
with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt
balanced by
hops. A beer
for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases
delicate
Goldings
fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich, smooth
character
that is in a
class of its
own.

Seasonal beer:
Witches’ Brew 4.5%

Teme Valley Market March 11th, April 8th, May 13th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420
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Richard Scarth prepares for the Olympics this summer

On your Malts...
There is a glorious tradition
with the naming of ales that
picks up on our national humour and panache for a pun.
With the London 2012 Olympics just round the corner we
could be in for a great feast of
unique ale names to celebrate
this once-in-a- lifetime event
being staged in our country.
Last year we had the royal
wedding. Whatever had Kinver Brewery they got in mind
when they named their ale to
celebrate the royal wedding
weekend as “Kiss me Kate,
Kiss me Willy”? Yes, the ale
names seem to help us savour
the taste and sell the beer.
COMPETITION?
In many ways it calls for a

national CAMRA competition
for the best named ale, perry
or cider to commemorate the
London 2012 Olympics.
Even if it’s not a national
event, those many meetings
held over the spring and summer could help to give the
hundreds of breweries we are
now so lucky to have, some
ideas for a catchy title.
CHALLENGE
See if you can do any better
than these offerings from my
family over a recent Sunday
lunch.
Barley Made It; Belly Flhops;
CAMRA Finish; Pale Vault;
What’s Yoars, Porter Polo;
Perry Good Effort;
TriAleathon; Casket Ball
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RULES
The only rules are to keep
away from athletes’ names
and not to be too rude. The
London 2012 organisers have
strict rules on use of the five
Olympic Rings plus other
guidelines, so beware!
Having recently visited the
Olympic site, I vouch for the
fact that we are in for a great
spectacle. The London 2012
website has got details of
events across the country to
celebrate the games. From
July through to the Para
Olympic Games in early September there is going to be a
feast of events to join.
If you want to comment or
make suggestions go to
http://
london2012alenames.blogspot.com
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Editoreale
The next few
months look to
be really busy
for real drinkers
and CAMRA
members. Having
only recently got over the Redditch Beer Festival, planning for
Bromsgrove Beer and Cider
Festival is now in full swing with
much to be done to make the
tenth one a real ‘corker’! But
before that there is the first
Kidderminster sub-branch beer
festival in Stourport- on-Severn.
This is great news as the members in Kidderminster are very
keen to showcase their branch
area, so do pop along and support them at the end of May.
Before that there is the Members Weekend in Torquay. This
event gives CAMRA members
an opportunity to shape future
policy and the direction of the
Campaign. I really enjoy attending this annual event, meeting
like minded CAMRA members,
entering into lively debate and
seeing what the location has to
offer in the way of pubs, beer
and entertainment!
Do take part in the ‘Treasure
Hunt’ organised by Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA branch in
support of Community pubs
month in April. You might find a
treasure or two that you haven’t
been to before and there’s always the chance of visiting all
the pubs and winning entry and
some beer to Bromsgrove Beer
and Cider Festival!

The Old Cock Inn
77, Friar Street, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8EQ

GRAHAM & STUART WELCOME YOU

REAL ALES
£2.60 UPTO 4.5% ABV
£2.80 OVER 4.5%ABV
10% OFF ALL ALES FOR CAMRA MEMBERS
(CAMRA membership required)

T: 07864878406 E: pub@oldcockinn.co.uk W: oldcockinn.co.uk
Facebook: Old Cock Inn Droitwich

Have a great Spring!
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor
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Preparation and planning underway

Bromsgrove’s Tenth Festival
In July 2003 the first
Bromsgrove beer festival was
held, promising a range of 30
real ales and the judging of
the West Midlands Perry competition. Entry was just £2 for
non CAMRA members with a
refundable festival glass
priced at £1. The festival never
made it to the Sunday as it
was such a success that the
beer was all gone by the Saturday afternoon!
MEMORIES
The festival has gone from
strength to
strength and
grown in
size over
the last
nine years.

Often selling out before the
end, sometimes wet, once
very wet, but mainly very hot;
it has been a testament to the
dedication of CAMRA volunteers who have made it the
success it is today.
EVER POPULAR
This year sees members of
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA celebrate ten years of
the festival and planning is
well underway. This year’s
Bromsgrove Beer and Cider
Festival will take place from
Thursday June 28th to Saturday June 30th 2012 at
Bromsgrove Rugby Club,
Finstall, Bromsgrove B60 2HF.
The event promises to have
108 beers, featuring the ever
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popular LocAle section of
locally brewed beers and also
46 different Ciders and Perries.
ENTRY PRICES HELD
There may be tough economic
times around, but entry is just
£10. This includes entrance to
the festival at £3, a refundable
festival glass for £2 and £5
worth of beer tokens. CAMRA
members benefit from discounted entry.
FESTIVAL THEME
Avoiding any references to
this year’s Olympic activities,
the festival theme will be
based around the Austin 10.
For all festival information
go to the dedicated website
www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA award

The Fox Inn

Pub of the Season
A pleasant surprise was in
store for the Rose & Crown,
Feckenham during a summer
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA branch meeting in
August. Chairman Paul Richards presented licensees Matt
& Imelda Clarke with the Summer Pub of the Season Award.
SUCCESSFUL START
In 2010 they took over the

Chaddesley Corbett
FREE HOUSE
01562-777247
Three ever changing guest
real ales
Rose & Crown and have done
a fantastic job of organising
events such Fecken
Beer Fest and CAMRA
Mondays (50p off a pint
on the first Monday of
the month). They’re
always willing to try new
guest ales and are very
knowledgeable about
their beers. Congratulations to them both.

Over 1500 guest beers
over the last nine years!

Fun Quiz night every
Thursday
Traditional carvery &
home cooked specials

FREE HOUSE

REAL ALES:

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY
& Guest Beers
Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386
The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun
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Kidderminster CAMRA first Beer Festival

Stourport Here we Come
Kidderminster Sub-Branch
have been hard at work and
are pleased to announce that
their first Beer Festival will be
held at the Stourport Boat
Club, Dunley Road, Stourporton-Severn DY13 0AA. The
festival opens on Friday evening 25th May, closing on
Sunday 27th May 2012.
RANGE OF ALES
The festival will offer a fantastic range of up to 30 LocAles
and a small selection of ciders
and perries, all served at the
boat club on the riverbank of
the Severn. Food and soft
drinks will be on sale at the
Boat Club.

volunteers to help with the
festival, and also any local
businesses or individuals who
would like to offer sponsorship or support. For more
information and offers of help
please visit our new website
kidderminstercamra.org.uk to
keep up to date with the latest
news on the festival, pubs in
our area, meetings and local
awards.

The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £3.50
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
An award winning traditional pub that
offers a friendly atmosphere and staff
who are always pleased to see you.
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2011

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk

JOIN US
The beer festival committee is
keen to hear from potential

01905 770155
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Paul Richards invites all walkers

Rocklands Club

Rambale

Worcestershire is an excellent
county to go for a stroll in;
there are canals, rivers and
country pubs aplenty hidden
about our fine shire! As part of
a new campaign Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA are devising a series of Sunday pub
walks with the aim of visiting
some excellent countryside
establishments.
FIRST ATTEMPT
Our first ‘Rambale’ will take
place on Sunday 25th March
taking in parts of the Worcester to Birmingham Canal. We
will be meeting at the Queen’s
Head, Stoke Pound (B60 3AU)
from 11:30 am for a 4 mile
circular walk, visiting five pubs
en route.

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB
Tel 01527 544356

Now Serving a range
of Real Ales
including Bathams Best
Large and Small Function Rooms Available for
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc.
Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing & Ballroom.
Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences.
New Members and Families Welcome.
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John Maiden continues his cider journey

What is a Wassail?
Following on from my theme
in the last issue Pint Taken of
making cider in Worcestershire I was invited to partake
in a Wassailing ceremony in
the orchard which was featured.
PROTECT THE HARVEST
The word Wassail comes from
the Anglo-Saxon toast, wæs
hæl – which translates as, “be
thou hale” or “be in good
health” or literally, “good
health”. Wassailing has undeniable connections with the
Anglo-Saxon pagan ritual that
involves singing and drinking
the health of cider apple trees
in the hopes that they might
better thrive. The purpose is
to awake the cider apple trees
and scare away evil spirits to
ensure a good harvest of fruit
in the Autumn.

nearby. The band of
merry players led us
for three circuits round
the tree whence a
young boy or ‘Tom Tit’
stepping in for the
wassail Queen was
hoisted into the tree to
hang cider soaked
toast as a gift to the tree spirits. At this point a large Clayden Cup of cider was passed
round for all to sup and an
incantation was recited:
“Here’s to thee, old apple tree,
That blooms well, bears well.
Hats full, caps full,
Three bushel bags full, An’ all
under one tree. Hurrah! Hurrah!”
The assembled crowd then
sang and shouted and did

FORTIFIED
So, there we were, a band of
30-40 hardy souls gathered
one frosty evening in January
round a couple of glowing
braziers. We fortified ourselves with a warming soup
and hunks of bread which was
followed by a glass or two of
cider. A merry band of troubadours struck up a tune and
with lanterns lit, we made our
processional way to the orchard.
THE WASSAIL
There we came upon a tree
surrounded with bonfires the
purpose of which was a little
obscure but they provided
some light and a bit of warmth
and I’m sure they scared off
any evil spirits that lurked
15

bang drums and pot and pans
and generally made a terrible
racket until the gunsmen gave
a great final volley (which
made most of us jump)
through the branches to make
sure any evil spirits lurking
were sent packing. Then it
was back to the barn to eat,
drink more cider and sing a
few songs.
Here’s to a successful cider
apple harvest this year - Wassail

Mark Collinson reviews some excellent Birmingham pubs

Jewels in the Quarter
The destination for Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA branch
Christmas Social in December
was the Jewellery Quarter in
Birmingham. The starting
point at noon was the Old
Contemptibles, one of four
Nicholsons owned pubs in the
city centre, and we were
joined here by several young
members from other local
branches. Of the six beers on
offer, a particular highlight
was the Inveralmond Lia Fail.

was to host the West Midlands CAMRA regional awards
event. Of particular interest
here is the old drop forge
behind a glass case and the
upstairs rooftop garden area,
which is lovely for drinks in
the summer.

TRAM RIDE
We then took the tram up to
the Jewellery Quarter and the
first port of call was the Drop
Forge, a fairly recently opened
and tastefully refurbished
venue that later in December

Our next stop was the Jeweller’s Arms, a nice cosy pub
but where the choice was
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limited to Hobson’s Bitter.
Onward then to the Red Lion,
whose four beers available
included Warwickshire Darling
Buds, Toll End Ironmaster and
White Horse Village Idiot.
LISTED INTERIOR
The next venue was the Rose
Villa Tavern, which has a
listed interior and has just
been carefully renovated from
its previous jaded splendour
by the Thornbridge owned
Bitters and Twisted Venues,
that also owns two other pubs
in the City (The Jekyll and
Hyde and The Victoria). In
terms of architecture, there
are many hidden gems in the
Rose Villa Tavern, but the
stained glass windows are a

DOWNHILL
After the Brown Lion, it all
went downhill – to the Lord
Clifden, to be precise, which is
famous for its great garden
with urban art decor. Having

particular highlight.
The pub offers tasting trays,
which is becoming increasingly popular in pubs that
stock several real ales. As well
as trying some tasty Thornbridge Kipling and Lord Marples, stomachs were starting
to rumble and so it was also
time for a food stop. What a
great one it turned out to be.
Whether it was the pulled pork
sandwich, the braised beef or
the sausage and mash, all
were excellent and soaked up
the beer nicely before the next
leg of the journey.

hitting the City Centre again
were the Church Inn, and the
Actress and Bishop which, as
well as serving two real ales, is
also a popular local live music
venue. On this occasion The
Backyard Blonde proved to be
a very popular choice
amongst our group.
GREAT CAMRA GUIDE

sorted out the issues they had
experienced with their brewing equipment, on the day we
had the choice of their own
Urban Art Bar (UAB) Sarah’s
Ride, and the two guest beers
Wye Valley HPA and Salopian
Vortex.
Our last two venues before

One of the things that Birmingham CAMRA is very proud
about is that all of the pubs in
the Jewellery Quarter stock
real ale, and there have been
several pub conversions and
renovations since this part of
Birmingham started to reestablish itself. The local
CAMRA produced guide is an
essential companion for anyone looking to try interesting
pubs in this historic part of the
city.

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

BREWERY TAP
The next port of call was the
Brown Lion, which is the tap
for the local Two Towers
Brewery and the pub has recently been nicely refurbished.
Four beers were on offer on
this occasion including the
wonderful Jewellery Porter,
the Chamberlain Pale Ale,
Complete Muppetry and the
seasonal Livery Street Xmas.

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special
Live Music Friday Nights
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356
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Latest event news from Ali Fitton - local Young Members contact

Young Member Events
ALVECHURCH RAMBLE
Join us on Friday 9th March as
we ramble around Alvechurch. We meet at Redditch
railway station to catch the
8:30 pm train to Alvechurch,
Walk to the Crown Inn, then
the Red Lion, followed by the
Swan. Finally on to the
Weighbridge before last orders and get a train back to
Redditch around 11:15 pm.
CURRY NIGHT
Taking advantage of the Wetherspoon Curry Deal - meal and
a drink. Why not come along
to the Rising Sun, Redditch on
Thursday 12th April around
7:30 pm to eat at about
8:00pm. We will move afterwards on to a selection of

pubs in the town centre.
SOCIAL SUNDAYS
On the last Sunday of each
Month join us for Pool, Darts
and a quiz night around Headless Cross. Starting in the
Seven Stars from 8:00 pm
and moving on to the Gate
Hangs Well, where the quiz
starts at 9:30 pm.
These young member
events are open to all, regardless of age or CAMRA membership. For further details
and more events, check out
the Young Member’s web
page at www.rbcamra.org.uk
or e-mail ym@rbcamra.org.uk
or join our Facebook group,
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA Young members.

CAUSE AND EFFECT
Publican. YOUR DOG’S VERY FAT,SIR. PRAY WHAT DO YOU FEED HIM
ON?
Traveller. WELL, HE HAS NO REGULAR MEALS; BUT WHENEVER I TAKE
A GLASS OF ALE, I GIVE HIM A BISCUIT

The Chestnut Beer Festival 2012
Easter Weekend Thursday 5th April to Monday 9th April
Contact the Old Chestnut Tree for more details
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA festival news

No Cold Chill for Real Ale Fans
weight of a beer barrel, and
taking part in the charity tombola. The festival also encouraged sixteen people to join the
Campaign for Real Ale.

Snow and ice failed to keep
drinkers from attending Redditch’s 6th Winter Ale Festival.
Over 500 people came
through the door of the Rocklands Social Club; some visitors having travelled from as
far as Yorkshire & Devon.

PREPARATION

REGAL BLONDE WINNER
The event, which was organised and run by the Redditch
and Bromsgrove Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA), offered 33 beers
and a selection of cider and
perry for pub-goers to try.
Over two thousand pints
were served during the twoday festival; including Greene
King’s Suffolk Springer and
Kinver’s Shipwrecked & Over-

board. But the Beer of the
Festival Award went to Byatt’s
Regal Blonde, a strong golden
ale which was brewed in Coventry.
CHARITY SUPPORT
Generous drinkers helped to
raise almost five hundred
pounds for Macmillan Cancer
Support by donating leftover
beer tokens, guessing the
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Branch Chairman Paul Richards said: “It was great to see
so many people enjoying the
great taste of cask-conditioned
ale. Thank you to everyone
who supported the festival;
especially the team of unpaid
CAMRA volunteers who made
it all happen.”
The branch is now preparing for the tenth Bromsgrove
Beer Festival, which will take
place at Bromsgrove Rugby
Club, Finstall from 28th - 30th
June 2012

Find out more about prize winning pubs around the area

Become Treasure Seekers
To celebrate Community Pubs
Month this April, the Redditch
& Bromsgrove branch of
CAMRA is organising a Treasure Hunt covering 25 of the
best pubs within the branch
area.
INTERESTING FACTS
The Treasure Hunt will involve
visiting these pubs to find out
the interesting facts that can
only be discovered by following the clues. Details of the
participating pubs, clues and
what to do are available on
the Redditch & Bromsgrove
branch website,
www.rbcamra.org.uk

of complete correct answers
submitted. Prizes will comprise entry tickets and goodies
for the Bromsgrove Beer Festival which takes place at
Bromsgrove Rugby Club, Finstall at the end of June. More
details about the festival are
available on page 11.

GREAT PRIZES
There will be three prizes
awarded based on the number
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JUDGES DECISION FINAL
Answers can be submitted via
the website or completed
entry forms sent to Branch
Social Secretary Mark Collinson. The three lucky winners will be drawn out of a hat
and the judge’s decision is
final!
Good hunting and drinking!

MP secures ban, but sales jump

Totty Tipple
Slater's Ales, based in Stafford
saw sales of their award winning beer, Top Totty, jump
after it was withdrawn from
sale in the Strangers Bar,
Houses of Parliament.
VIRAL PUBLICITY
MP Kate Green, Shadow
Equalities Minister managed
to have it removed from sale,
despite not seeing the image
on display, as she complained
the pump clip was ‘offensive’.
The incident sparked worldwide publicity that has seen
demand for the
beer soar. Responses on Twitter inferred the
MP had no sense
of humour.

Church Street, Birlingham, Worcestershire WR10 3AQ
01386 750485
The Swan is a 500 year old black and white thatched free-house
Over 300 different beers sold every year
Two beer festivals a year in May and September with over 30 beers and ciders on offer
Freshly prepared English cuisine made from local produce ensures an ever changing menu
Beautiful beer garden and conservatory
Appears in the Good Pub Guide 2005-2011 and the last edition of
The Good Pub Food Guide
Menu Available: 12 noon - 2:30pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm except Sunday nights (drinks only!!)
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Adrian Stone works his way through six countries

A Whistle-stop Tour
When my phone rang in early
November my project manager stated “I’ve got just the
job for you”. I listened carefully and agreed to take the
challenge. Six Countries, Six
Capital cities and 42 days
work, to be completed in
about 26 days. I knew that
with this schedule my beer
hunting would have to be
carefully planned.
I studied flight schedules,
and scoured the net to find a
few little gems that I had not
visited before.
LONDON TO START
My first city was London, and
although there are some hidden gems around the city, I
took the easy option and spent

my evenings in a Fullers pub
that was next door to my
hotel.
DUBLIN NEXT
Off to Dublin next. When in
“Dub” I usually head straight
for The Porterhouse on Parliament St. This famous pub
sells a range of its own produced beers and lagers including one or two cask conditioned offerings, but this time I
decided to try a pub that was
recommended to me. I
jumped in a taxi and found
The Ginger Man, a lovely pub
in the city, named after a book
by J. P. Donleavy. This, as far
as I know, was the only outlet
in Dublin for craft beers from
The Franciscan Well Brewery

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4JH
Telephone: 01527 402299
Four ales on sale
Regulars:
Timothy Taylor’s
- Landlord
Sharps
- Doombar
Current guest ales:
Hobsons
- Mild
Oakham
- Citra
Opening times :

LISTED IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012

12pm till Late Mon to Fri except
Tuesday 5pm till late.
12pm till Late Sat & Sun.

Quiz Night

:

Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm
with Play Your Cards Right.

Live Bands

:

Saturday Nights - Telephone or visit
our Facebook page for details
www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage
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in Cork (which I have since
visited and will report on
maybe in a future report). The
bitters, Writers Red and Rebel
Red were sold only as keg
products here so I avoided
them, sticking to the keg, but
unfiltered, Friars-Weisse beer.
Refreshing and enjoyable but
the gas spoiled it.

The Ginger Man, Fenian Street, Dublin

AMSTERDAM
My next city was Amsterdam,
where it was easy to find
plenty of bars that offered a
great selection of bottled
beers (mainly Belgian). I was
lucky enough to stay in a fantastic hotel in Dam Square,
just around the corner from
one of the friendliest bars in
the city, Cafe de Dam (also
know as Louis’ Bar), this is
also promoted as the smallest
pub in the city. As a gentleman of large proportions, I
was advised not to use the
first floor toilets accessed only
via a tiny spiral staircase that
appeared not to be anchored
to anything. After every couple of beers, I made the short
trek back to the hotel lobby to
use the facilities.
ROME
Rome was my next stop, and
it proved a little more difficult
to source good beer, however
following some tips from the
hotel barman, I made my way
to Campo dei Fiori, where up a

cobblestone alley stands a
narrow bar called Open Baladin. This bar only serves Italian craft beers and boasts a
huge choice of 38 draught and
a complete wall full of bottled
beers. I chose to indulge in a

selection from the Biere de
Borgo brewery, regarded as
the house brewer for this bar.
I sampled a variety of their
delights ranging from light
pilsner style beers through to
a heavy trappist style ale, all of
which were excellent.

BERLIN
And now onto Berlin.
Sorry, but it was blooming
freezing, so I stayed in my
hotel during the evenings and
read a few books!
MADRID
Normal service was resumed
in Madrid, with a trip to
Cafeeke, a ‘Belgian Style cafebar’ that sells not only a wide
range of Belgian beers (up to
80 on draught including Trappist, abbey, wheat, and Lambic beers!), but was also the
only outlet in the city for the
Spanish Te Deum Brewery,
who produce a range of beers
in Belgian styles.
My evening was spent sampling their Light (Rubia) and
Cafeeke Pilsen, followed by a
couple of delightful Blanch
beers named Misty, then back
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to the
Te
Deum
Red
(Roja)
and
Dark
Negra).
Its not
advertised but if you are not as
greedy as me, you can try the
“Degustación de Cervezas” a
selection of 7 beers served in
more sensible sized sampling
glasses .
WARNING
Cafeeke is located in the heart
of the city at the foot of the
iconic Arco de Cuchilleros in
the south-western corner of
Plaza Mayor. One tip if you do
visit Madrid, watch your wallet, this city is rife with pickpockets both day and night.
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THE OLD OAK

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Winter award

Pub of the Season
In December the Redditch &
Bromsgrove Autumn Pub of
the Season award was presented to Jason Greenwood,
licensee of the Red Lion,
Bromsgrove by Chairman Paul
Richards.

Stonebow Road,

REFURBISHED

Drakes Broughton,

The pub has recently been
very tastefully refurbished and
now includes several comfortable Chesterfields, a striking
full wall picture of Bromsgrove

WR10 2AP
(01905) 840239
and a table in the shape of a
beer barrel at the back of the
pub.
It stocks a constantly changing range of up to seven beers
from Banks, Wychwood, Ringwood, Jennings and Marstons
and Jason is making a significant effort to showcase as
many different beers in the
range as possible.

 Traditional village pub
 Large enclosed beer garden
 Food available daily
 Home-cooked Sunday
lunches
(booking advisable)

 Outside bar now available
for your special occasion

The Hartlebury
The pub in the club
Open to members and non members
5 Real Ales
many from Cannon Royall Brewery & other local micros
from £2.40 per pint
Rooms available for functions or meetings
Open 4.00 – 11.00 Daily 12.00 – 12.00 Saturday & Sunday
Millridge Way, Hartlebury DY11 7TJ Tel: 01299 250252
(Down a narrow lane off Waresley Court Road)
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Quick Halves
 The featured pub on the front
of Pint Taken this edition is the
Swan Inn, Birlingham (near
Pershore). The pub building
dates back over 500 years.
Three (or four) changing real
ales are served, one usually
from Wye Valley. Food is
available. For more details see
page 498 of the 2012 edition of
the Good Beer Guide.
The Rousler Club, Victoria
Ground, Bromsgrove, home to
Bromsgrove Sporting Football
Club, now has a real ale on. At
present this is Wye Valley HPA.
Currently the club is only open
on match days.
 Lorenzo Richards from the
Wildmoor Oak, Wildmoor has
taken on the Queens Head,
Stoke Prior and has put a
manager in the pub. He plans to
build up real ale interest in the
canal side pub initially with two
real ales, one from Wye Valley.
Food will be a more traditional
theme with some Caribbean
favourites.

this venture. These things take
time, but the first test brew was
expected at the end of February.
 The Neville Arms, Astwood
Bank usually has two real ales
on and frequently not ones
normally seen in this area.
Recently available was Classy
Blond from Clare Brewery and
Red from Okells.
 The Anchor, Upton upon
Severn, has a change of
licensee and is now in the
hands of Guy Stephenson, who
own the Bell, St. Johns,
Worcester and several other
pubs in Evesham and Pershore.
It has been refurbished.

 The Navigation Inn, Stoke
Prior is currently closed whilst a
major refurbishment takes
place. It is anticipated it will
reopen in early March.
 The Vernon Arms, Hanbury is
currently closed for refurbishment. Indications are that that
the pub should be open by
Easter 2012.
 The Firefly, Worcester has
installed its own brewery kit. At
the time of going to press there
were no further details about
the type of ales anticipated from
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Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

BRIDGE END INN,
RUABON, WREXHAM
The Bridge End Inn, Ruabon
entered CAMRA’s history books
as the first ever Welsh pub to
win its National Pub of the Year
competition, having only been
re-opened by the current owners in March 2009. The owners
were praised by CAMRA members for restoring the pub’s
interior, and for introducing an
extensive real ale and cider
range.
BREWERY TOO
The Bridge End Inn was taken
over and revitalised by the
McGivern family in 2009, with
the pub earmarked as the ideal
premises for the family microbrewery, McGivern Ales.

01299
896677

GREAT CHOICE
Serving seven real ales and a
selection of local ciders at any
one time, the pub has stocked
real ales from over 100 breweries since opening, with particular emphasis on local produce. Other breweries from
north Wales, Cheshire and
Shropshire feature prominently at the bar.
WEEKEND VISIT
Ruabon railway station is just
a short walk away, making a
weekend visit by train an easy
option.
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Worcestershire CAMRA
Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and
2010
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Tina on: 07870 856316 )
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Tue 6 Mar
Tue 3 Apr
Tue 1May

Branch meeting - Blue Bell Inn, Kidderminster, DY10 2QQ.
Branch meeting - Rock Tavern, Stourport, DY13 9LR.
Branch meeting - Bell, Pensax, WR6 6AE.

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Paul on: 07974 889553)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Sun 25 Mar
Tues 27 Mar
Tues 24 Apr
Tues 22 May

‘Rambale’, starting at Queen’s Head, Stoke Pound B60 3AU 11am
Branch Meeting - Royal Enfield, Redditch B97 4QR (Theme Beer
Styles)
Branch Meeting - Country Girl, Stoke Prior B60 4AY (Theme Community Pubs Month)
Branch AGM - The Swan, Chaddesley Corbett DY10 4SD

Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
Wed 14 Mar
Wed 1 1 Apr
Wed 9 May

Branch Meeting - The Firefly, Worcester WR1 2SE
Social - White Lion , Upton-upon-Severn WR8 0HJ
Branch AGM - see website diary for venue details

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
Walsall Beer Festival
Town Hall, Walsall WS1 1TP
12-14 April 2012

Pint Taken is published by
the Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around
the county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken
for a year, send four C5
stamped addressed envelopes to Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,
B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk

Coventry Beer Festival
Coventry Rugby Football Ground, Butts Road Coventry CV1 3GE
13-14 April 2012
Stourbridge Beer Festival
Town Hall, Stourbridge DY8 1YE
26-28 April 2012
Kidderminster Beer Festival
Stourport Boat Club, Stourport -on-Severn DY13 0AA
25-27 May 2012
For more information on your local branch go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk

Items for publication should be sent by 30th April 2012
© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2012
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Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201
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And Finally...
New website design
proves a hit…
After many months in the
development and testing
stages, CAMRA’s brand new
website has finally been
launched.
NEW FEATURES
Gone are the orange and
brown colours and the somewhat confusing navigation
facilities. Some of the new
features are clearer navigation, better ‘Campaigning’
promotion, improved ‘Join
CAMRA’ promotion, clearer
promotion of the CAMRA
Shop and better promotion of
CAMRA’s Social Media with
clearer links to CAMRA’s Face-

book and Twitter facilities.
MEMBERS AREA
CAMRA member now receive
a ‘welcome’ message when
they sign in, highlighting all
important events happening
locally such as beer festivals!
There are also dedicated
areas for What’s Brewing,
BEER & The Campaigner.
These areas will be regularly
updated with Beer & Pub news
that members can follow.
FEEDBACK WELCOMED
Although in its early stages,
feed back is welcomed by the
designers to ensure that any
missing items or suggestions
are followed up, keeping the
site vibrant and informative.
To see all of the new features and explore the site visit
www.camra.org.uk and have a
look at the changes.

TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005
• 4 Real Ales always available
• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked homemade food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week
• Reservations accepted for
upstairs restaurant

Foregate Street, Worcester
Tel. - 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm
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The Weighbridge
Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ
0121 445 5111
Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11
Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub.
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.
(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 )
A selection of real ales from independent breweries
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk
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