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Pint Taken
Summer 2012

The Worcestershire County CAMRA Newsletter

BROMSGROVE BEER FESTIVAL 28-30 JUNE WORCESTER BEER FESTIVAL 16-18 AUGUST

In this Issue…

 Save the Great British Pint
 13th Worcester Beer, Cider and Perry Festival News
 Award Winning Pubs
 New Worcester Brewery Opens
 Chester Pubs Review

Coach & Horses, Weatheroak
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Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30

Great Value Lunches - £3.50
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus

guest ales

An award winning traditional pub that
offers a friendly atmosphere and staff
who are always pleased to see you.

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2011

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.

co.uk

01905 770155

The
HOP POLE

It’s time to save your pint and
fight back against this year’s
budget which saw the Govern-
ment continue its damaging
policy of the beer duty escala-
tor.

CALLING ALL PUB GOERS

Every year beer tax increases
by 2% above inflation mean-
ing your pint in the pub costs
you 5 - 10p more. This mount-
ing pressure is contributing to
the closure of 16 pubs every
single week.

CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, is calling all beer
drinkers and pub goers to sign
an online E-Petition today by
visiting www.camra.org.uk/
saveyourpint. 100,000 signa-
tures are required to trigger a

Complete the E– Petition and help to campaign for our Pint

Duty Escalator Damaging Pubs
high profile Parliamentary
debate and put pressure on
the Government ahead of the
Budget in 2013. Currently
40,000 people have signed up.

NEED YOUR HELP

To stand a chance of doing
this we need your help in
reaching as many people as
possible. So please sign the
petition and then spread the
word.

CAMRA has free advertising
materials to take down to your
local to join the campaign. To

get a pack for your pub simply
send an email to
claire.cain@camra.org.uk to
order free beer mats and post-
ers. Each pub pack contains
five A4 posters and 100 beer
mats. Please let Claire know
how many pubs packs you
would like.

CALL TIME

With around £1 in every pint
sold going to the Treasury in
beer duty and VAT, it’s time to
save your pint and call time on
the beer duty escalator!
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101 BEER DAYS OUT

This is the perfect handbook
for the beer tourist wanting to
explore beer, pubs and brew-
ing in the UK.

From brewery tours to rail-
ale trails, beer festivals to hop
farms, brewing courses to
historic pubs, Britain has a
huge variety of beer experi-
ences to explore and enjoy.
It is packed with additional
details, including local accom-
modation and other nearby
attractions. There is some-
thing for every taste from pub
crawls and beer festivals to
family-friendly museums and
activities. All entries include
details of opening times,
transport links and entry fees.

Priced at £10.99 for CAMRA
members or £12.99 for non-
members.

SOUTH EAST PUB WALKS

This book helps you see the
best of the South East corner
of England whilst never stray-
ing too far from a decent pint.

Including carefully chosen
walks, which take in some of
the most interesting and his-
toric local landscapes of the
South East, special feature
boxes give detailed insights
into fascinating local places

and their history. There is
useful transport and accom-
modation information and
public transport suggestions.
With Ordnance Survey map-
ping, concise route informa-
tion and detailed pub listings
you are never far from the
area's finest real-ale watering
holes. Priced at £7.99 for
CAMRA members or £9.99 for
non-members.

Both titles are available
from the CAMRA shop
camra.org.uk/books

New books from the CAMRA shop

Latest Releases
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Local
News

Brewery Tap for
Weatheroak Brewery
Owners of the Weatheroak
Brewery have announced that
they will be opening a Brew-
ery Tap House in Studley.

In association with Enter-
prise Inns they have secured a
tenancy agreement which
enables them to supply a se-
lection of cask conditioned
beers plus wines and spirits.
The pub formally known as
the Nags Head is to be re-
named as Victoria Works in
acknowledgement of its prox-
imity to the Royal Victoria
Works, the site of the disused
needle works on the opposite
side of the road and the loca-
tion of the Weatheroak Brew-
ery.

The brewery, established in
1998 in the hamlet of
Weatheroak, on the outskirts
of Alvechurch, moved to its
new larger site in 2008 where
it continued to produce beers
to supply about forty outlets
within a thirty mile radius. In
due course the brewery plans
to offer visits to the site, by
appointment, for organised
parties.

The pub plans to sell the full
range of Weatheroak products
including its award winning
Victoria Works Ale, winner of
Champion beer of Warwick-
shire 2010/2011 plus guest
beers, mainly from local brew-
eries.

Toby Smith, joint licensee,

said in a statement that they
were very pleased with the
outcome of negotiations with
Enterprise Inns and that they
hoped they could turn around
the fortunes of the pub and
build a new and lasting rela-
tionship with its neighbours
and welcome visitors from
further afield.

It is planned to carry out
some refurbishment of the
pub. Sadly the off-license in
Alvechurch will close, but a
take away service from the
pub will be introduced.

The hand over is planned
for late May and it is intended
that beer will be flowing for
the Jubilee Bank Holiday
weekend.

Shock Closures
Having only recently cele-
brated the third anniversary of
re-opening, the doors are

currently closed at the
Dodford Inn, Dodford. In a
short statement the raising of
VAT to 20%, the recent
budget increases and bad
weather were issues that had
contributed to the decision,
with the final straw a 40% rent
rise. Also, in closing the Dod-
ford Inn said they were sorry
to have to do this, but busi-
ness had been so slow they
could not continue to make
ends meet.

At the same time the Coun-
try Girl, Sharpway Gate and
the Greyhound, Rock Hill,
have closed. Both are Enter-
prise Inns. Poor trading condi-
tions and supply issues have
been cited as reasons for clo-
sure. In the meantime Enter-
prise Inns have reported a 5%
increase in pre-tax profits to
£64m for the six months to the
end of March 2012.
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TALBOT INN
Chaddesley Corbett

01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

• CAMRA Pub of the Season
Summer 2005

• 4 Real Ales always avail-
able

• Large patio and garden
• Freshly-cooked home-

made food available
lunch time and evenings,
seven days a week

• Reservations accepted for
upstairs restaurant

Top Road, Wildmoor,
Nr Bromsgrove

B61 0RB
Tel: 0121 453 2696

www.wildmooroak.com

 Continually changing guest
ales and real ciders

 We are in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide

 Take away hoppers for real
ales and ciders

 Traditional British Food.
Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine

 Discount on meals for card-
carrying CAMRA members

 Walkers and coach parties
welcome

BEER FESTIVAL
13th - 15th July

Visit our website for more news

The judging of the National
Cider and Perry Champion-
ships 2012 was held at Read-
ing Beer & Cider Festival in
early May.
The Gold Cider award for the
National Champion Cider of
2012 went to Cornish Or-
chards from Duloe near
Liskeard, Cornwall for their
Farmhouse Cider. This the
judges described as ‘a very
light and easy drinking cider,
well balanced, and packed
with flavour ’.

AWARD WINNERS

The Gold Perry award for the
National Champion Perry of
2012 went to Dennis Gwatkin
of Abbey Dore, Herefordshire
for his Blakeney Red Perry.

The judges described this as
having ‘a sweet aroma, with a
wonderful elderflower and
spirit taste, and a satisfying
bite in the finish.’

TRY SOME

I’m hoping to get both of
these for the Worcester Beer
Cider& Perry Festival on
Worcester Racecourse from
16th to 18th August. You’ll be
able try them and see if you
agree with the judges!

John Maiden in search of supplies for Worcester Festival 2012

Cider Award News
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The Great British Beer Festival
(GBBF) is back at Olympia for
2012 and with the event draw-
ing ever closer, CAMRA is
calling on all beer drinkers to
put the Festival’s dates in their
diaries!

SUIT ALL TASTES

This year, Festival-goers
should expect 800+ real ales,
ciders, perries and foreign
beers from around the world,
with CAMRA claiming to have
something to suit every
drinker’s taste buds! To ac-
company this heady range,
the Festival offers a great
choice of food from traditional
cuisine to classic pub snacks,
unforgettable live music, and
a wide variety of traditional
pub games.

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

Tickets for the event are now
available and can be pre-
ordered for a discounted price
from the GBBF website at
www.gbbf.org.uk/tickets

With such demand ex-
pected at the doors of Olym-
pia for tickets on the day, pre-
ordering is a great way of
ensuring you do not miss out
on the Festival fun!

COMPETITION TIME

While the British real ale, ci-
der, perry and foreign beer
lists are busily being finalised
before the Festival opens on
Tuesday 7th August, CAMRA
is looking to give away 25
pairs of tickets to the festival
to beer drinkers old and new.
To be in with a shout of win-
ning a pair of tickets, please
answer the following question

correctly and submit your
answer, name and address to
jon.howard@camra.org.uk by
Friday 6th July 2012. Entries
can also be posted to Jon
Howard, GBBF Comp,
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St
Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW.
The competition question is:-
Which brewery’s beer was
crowned Supreme Champion
Beer of Britain at the Great
British Beer Festival last year?
a) Crouch Vale
b) Mighty Oak
c) Fuller’s
Winners of the tickets will be
notified by Friday 13th July
2012. Good Luck!

FESTIVAL OPENING TIMES

Tuesday 7th August 5pm –

Forget the Olympics come to the great British Beer Festival

Return to Olympia

10.30pm; Wednesday 8th
August – Friday 10th August
12 noon – 10.30pm; Saturday
11th August 11am – 7pm.

MORE INFORMATION

For further festival information
please visit www.gbbf.org.uk
The venue details are:-
Olympia, Hammersmith Road,
London, W14 8UX.



8

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA members go sampling

Out in Warwick For a Pie And a Pint
On a Saturday in early March
Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA set out by minibus to
Warwick, having been invited
by Mark Shepherd (formerly at
the Weatheroak Hill Brewery
near Alvechurch) to visit the
Old Pie Factory Brewery. Mark
has been helping owner Tim
Underwood set up the brew-
ery, which will supply the Old
Fourpenny Shop near the
racecourse and the Case is
Altered. The Old Fourpenny
Shop was our first port of call
and had five hand pulls, which
on the day included RCH IPA,
RCH Pitchfork and Weatheroak
Victoria Works.

DREAM PROJECT

The brewery is the dream

project of Tim Underwood,
who owns Underwood’s Wine
Merchants next door.

A visit here is also not to be
missed as the wine showroom

features vintage cars (another
one of Tim’s passions). The
name of the brewery comes
from the Fleur de Lys pies that
used to be made nearby, with
the brewing equipment made
to Mark’s own designs by a
company in Sparkbrook.

UP ON THE ROOF

Mark has also been brewing
here for his own Rock and Roll
brewery, but this is shortly re-
locating to the Lamp, Digbeth
to become what is believed to
be the country’s first rooftop
brewery. Mark will continue to
help out at The Old Pie Fac-
tory as required.

EXCELLENT ALE AND PIES

Our visit to the brewery was
the highlight of the day – the
beer flowed freely and con-
sisted of the Old Pie Factory
(OPF) Bitter and a very pleas-
ant but as yet unnamed dark
brew with a working name of
Dark Thing. Excellent food
was kindly provided by Tim
Underwood and included pie
to die for from a local butchers
and two specially prepared
curries. We wish Mark and
Tim well in their ventures and
are most grateful for their
generous hospitality.
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GOOD HOPE

Next on our tour was the Cape
of Good Hope, which is a cosy
pub by the canal stocking four
real ales and two ciders. One
of the real ale pumps perma-
nently features the house beer
Two Locks which is specially
brewed for the pub by Church
End Brewery. On the day the
other beers on offer included

The Chestnut Beer Festival 2012

Bank Holiday Weekend Thursday 23rd to Monday 27th August

Contact the Old Chestnut Tree for more details

Hook Norton Hooky Bitter and
Wye Valley Butty Bach.

NEGOTIATIONS

Last on our list was the Wild
Boar, which is the Slaughter-
house brewery tap with nine
hand pulls. On the day these
included Slaughterhouse Wild
Boar, Boar D’Eau, Saddleback
and Pacific Pale Ale, along

with Tiger and Sunchaser
from Everards. All specials for
Slaughterhouse are brewed
here using a four barrel plant,
which started brewing in
January 2011. We liked it so
much we brokered some extra
time with the coach driver. All
in all a good end to a great
day and one that has put War-
wick on the map as an ale trip
venue.
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Editoreale

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food
Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356

Pint Taken has
become an ar-
chived docu-
ment! Under the

Legal Deposit
Libraries Act 2003

and the Copyright and Related
Rights Act of Ireland, The British
Library has the right to receive
one copy of every publication
distributed in the United King-
dom or Republic of Ireland,
within one month of publica-
tion. Legal deposit for printed
books and papers has existed in
English law since 1662. It helps
to ensure that the nation’s pub-
lished output (and thereby its
intellectual record and future
published heritage) is collected
systematically, and as compre-
hensively as possible, both in
order to preserve the material
for the use of future generations
and to make it available for
readers within the designated
legal deposit libraries. If you are
interested in more details, visit
the British Library website and
look in the ‘about us’ section for
legal deposit.

There have been a number of
recent pub closures around the
county. It is sad news for the
community, the staff and the
licensees who have committed
time and money to ‘their’ pub.
Please sign the e-petition to
ensure the matter gets fully
debated in Parliament. It takes
very little time to do. Full details
on page three.

See you at Bromsgrove Beer &
Cider Festival!
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor
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Kidderminster sub-branch of
the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) recently presented
their Pub of the Year Award
for 2012 to the Anchor, Caun-
sall. The presentation was
made to landlord Pete Green
in the packed bar, which re-
sounded to the enthusiastic
cheers of regulars and visi-
tors.

FANTASTIC REAL ALES

At the award Branch Chair-
man, Nick Yarwood, said that
the Anchor was renowned for
its community atmosphere; its
famous cobs, which people
travel for miles to enjoy; lively
banter and of course consis-
tently fantastic real ales. He
went on to say that the pub is
a great credit to landlord and
landlady Pete and Jeanette

Green and a deserving winner
of the award.

GOOD OLD DAYS

Pete and Jeanette have con-
tinued to fly the family flag at
the Anchor after Pete's grand-
father, Ralph Barker, took
charge in 1927 and bought it
outright for £1,800 in 1936.
The pub is a testament to the
‘good old days’ when Ralph
introduced his own range of
Worthing beers and kept pigs
in the back garden!

BEER IN THE BLOOD

The interior has barely
changed since those days and
Pete is still using the same
tables and chairs his grandfa-
ther bought in the 1920's. "I've
got beer in my blood," said
Pete. "My dad Jim also owned

Kidderminster CAMRA Presentation

Pub of The Year Accolade

the Red Lion, Cookley and this
is always something I've
always wanted to do."

FAMILY HISTORY

Pete and Jeanette took over
from Ralph in 1973, purchas-
ing the pub in 1991, bringing
the family's regime up to 85
years. Pete said: "I don't think
Grandad would see many
changes if he saw the place
now. The pub has stood the
test of time and people are still
as friendly."

Nick presenting the award to Pete Green
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A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.

Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am

Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm

Foregate Street, Worcester

Tel. - 01905 22373

Cask Marque Approved

The last brewery in Worcester
ceased trading in 1996, which
given the city’s long history
with the selling of hops was a
crying shame.

BACK ON THE MAP

But now Worcester is back on
the brewery map with the
recently opened Firefly Brew-
ery whose first brew was a
hoppy 4% pale ale made with
Maris Otter, Carapils and Vi-
enna malts plus a little torri- fied wheat and hopped with

plenty of Columbus, Cascade
and Simcoe hops!

STATE OF THE ART

Matt Pugh, the owner and
brewer has had state of the art
brewing kit shipped in from
the states, which could easily

Bill Ottaway visits a new brewery

Brewing Again in Worcester

fit into any keen home brew-
ers garage! Matt intends to
brew a variety of beers, from
pale ales to stouts, for sale at
the Firefly, Worcester and
occasionally at the Hand in
Glove, Worcester as well as
the odd beer festival. Currently
the brewery can produce 18
gallons of ale a week but Matt
has already found that de-
mand is so great he is going to
have to expand the brewery to
double its output!

Matt with the new brewing kit

The fermenting vessels
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Church Street, Birlingham, Worcestershire WR10 3AQ
01386 750485

The Swan is a 500 year old black and white thatched free-house

Over 300 different beers sold every year
Two beer festivals a year in May and September with over 30 beers and ciders on offer

Freshly prepared English cuisine made from local produce ensures an ever changing menu

Beautiful beer garden and conservatory

Appears in the Good Pub Guide 2005-2011 and the last edition of
The Good Pub Food Guide

Menu Available:  12 noon - 2:30pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm except Sunday nights (drinks only!!)

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE

01299
896677

Worcestershire CAMRA
Pub of the Year

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and
2010

West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007

At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries

Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available

Lunchtime Specials

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11

Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

The Belbroughton Social Club,
Belbroughton was the location
for the presentation by Redditch
& Bromsgrove CAMRA of their
Club of the Year award 2012.

MORE PUB THAN CLUB

Chairman Paul Richards
presented the award to Paddy
Eades, Secretary and Licence
holder for the Club. Paul said
that seven clubs had been
shortlisted for the competition

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Annual Award

Club of the Year

Paddy proudly displays the Club of the Year award

and that the judges had de-
scribed the Belbroughton
Social Club as a worthy win-
ner, ‘being more like a pub
than a club and offering great

value for money’.

FANTASTIC

Paddy, who had dedicated
35 years to the club, said it
was fantastic to receive the
award and thanked his hard
-working team of Gemma
de Boeck, Stewardess and
Claire Bayliss and Russell
Booth, bar staff.
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Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone

Worcestershire
DY10 4DL

Tel: 01562 777340

Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St

Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD

Tel: 01562 777302

Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

The Firefly, Lowesmoor,
Worcester has been awarded
the title of Worcester CAMRA
branch Pub of the Year 2012

and the Dragon, Tything,
Worcester has received the
runners up award.

HIGHEST AWARD

The Pub of the
Year award is
the highest pos-
sible award that
the Worcester
CAMRA branch
can hand out.
Each year nomi-
nations are put
forward and
each pub is
judged on the
quality of the
real ale that they
sell. The Firefly
will now be en-
tered into the

Worcester CAMRA branch award presentation

Pub of The Year 2012

Teme Valley Market June 10th, July 8th, August 12th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard

First Midland Red route 420

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk

This That T’other blond

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

3.7% ABV
Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale

with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt

balanced by
hops. A beer

for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases

delicate
Goldings

fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich, smooth

character
that is in a
class of its

own.

Six bottled beers,
Souvenir glasses and

gift packs available for
Father’s Day 16th June

Simon Wiseman (Worcester CAMRA Branch Chairman),
Matt Pugh (Licensee) and Gav Tams (Manager)

West Midlands level of the
competition, which will ulti-
mately lead to the national
winner.

EXCELLENCE

Bill Ottaway, Worcester
CAMRA branch press officer
said “The Worcester branch
area is fortunate to have many
pubs selling excellent real ales
and each year the local branch
members send in their votes
for the top real ale pub in the
branch. This is an excellent
achievement for the Firefly
and I hope they do well in the
higher levels of this competi-
tion.”
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One upside to working in
North Wales over recent years
has been staying in Chester. In
particular staying at the Mill
Hotel, a lovely family run
venue that is legendary for its
wide range of real ales.

There are four regular ales,
including Coach House Pre-
mium and Phoenix Corn Mill
Bitter plus five constantly
changing guest beers and a

guest cider.
The restaurant serves excel-

lent reasonably priced food
and a treat not to be missed is
the barge cruiser called L’Eau
T’Cuisine that takes you one
way up the canal for the
starter, and then the other way
up the locks for your main
course and dessert. The Mill is
the main sponsor of an annual
beer festival at Frodsham
rugby club, with typically 100
ales available and on the
Thursday evening there is a
popular yard of ale competi-
tion.

DOWN THE CANAL

Another excellent location just
down the canal is the Old
Harkers Arms, which is part of
the Brunning and Price chain.
Originally a canal front ware-

house, work commenced in
1985 to convert it to the pub it
is today. Permanent beers are
Brunning and Price Original
and Weetwood Cheshire Cat,
with six constantly changing
guests. Harkers, as it is
known, also does very good
food in an ‘olde worlde’ at-
mosphere, where the high-
lights are the many bookcases
and the wooden ceiling in the
main bar area made out of
port wine boxes. Harkers
holds a popular annual pie
and ale festival, which in 2011
featured previous Great British
Beer Festival medal winners.

EXPANDING ALE SCENE

The great thing about Chester
is that the real ale scene is
continually expanding, with a
good example the Canalside
pub next to the Old Harkers
Arms. The Canalside stocks
five constantly changing real
ales and often features several
from the same brewery as a
sort of ‘mini festival’.

However, the best thing is that
it has its own micro-brewery

The Old Cock Inn
77, Friar Street, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8EQ

GRAHAM & STUART WELCOME YOU

REAL ALES
UPTO 4.4% ABV £2.60
OVER 4.5%ABV £2.80

10% OFF ALL ALES FOR CAMRA MEMBERS
(CAMRA membership required)

T: 07864878406 E: pub@oldcockinn.co.uk W: oldcockinn.co.uk

Facebook: Old Cock Inn Droitwich

Mark Collinson on an aspect of working away from home

Chester’s Choice



17

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4JH
Telephone: 01527 402299

Four ales on sale
Regulars:
Timothy Taylor’s - Landlord
Sharps - Doombar

Current guest ales:
Hobsons - Mild
Oakham - Citra

Opening times : 12pm  till Late Mon to Fri except
Tuesday 5pm  till late.
12pm  till Late Sat & Sun.

Quiz Night : Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm
with Play Your Cards Right.

Live Bands : Saturday Nights - Telephone  or visit
our Facebook page for details
www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage

LISTED IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012

in the heart of the pub for all
to see. It started operation in
November 2011 and is called
Swifty’s after the owner Gary
Swift who also runs the Eaton
Hotel above the pub. Recent
brews include Swifty’s Golden
Glow and Swifty’s Barley Mo.

LIVE MUSIC

Sticking with the canal side
theme, any visitor to Chester
shouldn’t miss visiting Tel-
ford’s Warehouse, Canal Ba-
sin, Tower Wharf. This makes
for a lovely place to have a
beer in the summer, and Tel-
ford’s stocks three constantly
changing guest beers and a
guest cider. Live music lovers
should be aware that they
have shows every week, and
typically feature a well-known
artist once a month, with pre-
vious visitors Thea Gilmore,
Martyn Joseph and Glenn
Tilbrook (the former Squeeze
front man). The concert venue
is intimate and a nice eve-
ning’s combination is to eat in
the very good restaurant up-
stairs.

HERITAGE AWARD

Located roughly half way be-
tween the Mill and Telford’s is
Lower Bridge Street. Okells
Brewery, from the Isle of Man,
has opened a pub called the
Bear and Billet, which typi-
cally stocks two Okells and
four changing guests in a

lovely wood panelled pub.
Just up the road is The Spit-
ting Feathers Brewery Tap,
which has been converted
from an old Jacobean hall with
a very high ceiling and walls
hung with tapestries. At its
opening it won the English
Heritage award for the best
pub conversion and stocks
seven constantly changing
ales, of which two are usually
from Spitting Feathers in
nearby Waverton and a guest
cider. A regular favourite is the
very smooth Old Wavertonian
Stout.

TWO MORE

Two other pubs should be
added to the discerning real
ale drinker’s trail. The Pied
Bull, local 2011 CAMRA Pub of
the Year, stocks six changing
guest ales, with two or three
of these brewed on the prem-
ises. Recent examples include
Bull’s Hit and Bull Dozer. Re-

cently the Runcorn Brewery
Blue Ball has opened a pub
called KASH near the railway
station. This stocks its own
beers and has two changing
hand pulls with names such as
Spank Industrial IPA and Laid
Back Lucille. Unusually, they
also sell cooled versions of
their beers and have recently
installed mini brewing equip-

ment where people can learn
how to brew their own beer.

With such a wide choice of
great real ale venues it would
be rude not to pay Chester a
visit!
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WOLVERHAMPTON

A social trip to Wolverhamp-
ton Beer Festival on Saturday
16th June. We aim to arrive in
Wolverhampton just after
noon. The festival takes place
at the Wulfrun Hall and the
plan is to have a few drinks or
helping with the festival be-
fore going on a small pub
crawl around 3pm.

BROMSGROVE

A Young Members gathering
at Bromsgrove Beer & Cider
Festival at Finstall Park,
Bromsgrove on Saturday 30th
June. This is planned as a
small social gathering at the
festival to have a chat about
the different real ales and
styles and maybe a blind tast-

ing session also.

CURRY CRAWL

Young Members Curry Night
Bromsgrove on Thursday 26th
July. Meet in the Golden
Cross, Bromsgrove at 7.30pm,
enjoy a few pints with a curry
of your choice and afterwards
sample a few more of the
pubs in Bromsgrove High
Street.

WORCESTER

A joint social with Worcester
young members at Worcester
Beer Festival on Saturday 18th
August. Travel by public trans-
port, either train from
Bromsgrove to Worcester
Foregate Station, 144 bus
from Bromsgrove, or 350 bus
from Redditch. Meet up at

Latest event news from Ali Fitton - local Young Members contact

Young Member Events

www.the-weighbridge.co.uk

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal-side pub.
Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.

(Lunchtime 12 - 2, Evenings 7 - 9 )

A selection of real ales from independent breweries

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2012
Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ
0121 445 5111

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11
Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11

Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30

The Weighbridge

festival for around 12.30 pm
and have a few drinks at the
festival, afterwards a small
social around some of the fine
pubs in the city.

OPEN TO ALL

Our Young Member events
are open to all regardless of
CAMRA membership. For
further details and more
events, check out the Young
Member’s web-page at
www.rbcamra.org.uk, e-mail
ym@rbcamra.org.uk or join
our Facebook group; Redditch
& Bromsgrove CAMRA Young
Members.

SUNDAY PUB FUN

Join us on the last Sunday of
every month at the Seven
Stars in Redditch for our regu-
lar meet-up and pub crawl.
We’ll be playing pool from
8pm.
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Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?
Give us a call.

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.

www.alewrightnow.co.uk

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890

CAMRA members, Morris
Dancers, Amateur Dramatic
Players and a large number of
locals converged on the prize
winning Weighbridge, Alve-
church public house to join
landlord and landlady, John
and Jayne Humphries in cele-
brating being at the pub for
ten years.

MARCH 2002

The duo actually took over the
licence in late March 2002 and
over the last decade have won
many awards for their excel-
lent beers and ciders, and
have been judged local
CAMRA Pub of the Year win-
ners on several occasions in
that period.
During the Anniversary cele-

brations, Paul Richards,
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA Chairman, an-
nounced that the pub had
been judged the winner of
Redditch & Bromsgrove
CAMRA’s Pub of the Year
award for 2012.

SPECIAL BREWS

A celebratory buffet was pro-
vided by Jayne and entertain-
ment was provided by the
Aelfgytha Border Morris side.
Two special beers were

brewed for the occasion.
Weatheroak Brewery brewed
a special called 10 Years at the
Weighbridge, and Kinver
Brewery came up with Three’s
Company. The supplied pump
clip for Three’s Company fea-

tured photographs of John,
Jayne and Assistant Manager
Chris.

CONGRATULATIONS

Two other beers compli-
mented the specials, Spring
Tide from Beowulf Brewery
and White Fire from Sadlers
Brewery. A large raffle was
held with a myriad of prizes,
all donated by suppliers to the
pub for charity.

Well done, John and Jayne,
here’s to the next 10 years!

Celebration time at the Weighbridge, Alvechurch

Ten Years of Fun!

Paul Richards proposes a toast to John and Jayne
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Worcester CAMRA Thirteenth Beer, Cider and Perry Festival

Bring on The Good Weather
The regions’ biggest CAMRA
festival will this year be held
from Thursday16th – Saturday
18th August at its usual site on
Worcester’s Pitchcroft Race-
course.

FROM NEAR AND FAR

The festival’s winning formula,
which has seen it grow year
upon year with 12,000 people
attending last years event, will
once again be bringing over
200 ales and over 100 ciders
and perries from the local area
and afar to delight your taste
buds. Including ales from
Worcester’s recently opened
and only brewery, The Firefly
Brewery.

ROCK LEGENDS

Bands are still being booked
to play on the Thursday and
Friday evenings and all day
Saturday. There will be a
mixed variety of Rock, Soul,
Blues, Folk and Jazz including
1960’s rock legends The
Move, who will be performing
on the Friday evening.

CATERING

Returning this year is the
Flaming Cactus shiny Ameri-
can Airstream trailer serving
Mexican food as well as
Koompir serving Mediterra-
nean style Baked Potato.

For the first time the Race-
course’s own caterers will be
providing a variety of tradi-
tional foods, including the
good old curry.

Beery bits and bobs will also
be returning with a vast selec-
tion of weird and wonderful
beer related merchandise.

FULL DETAILS

The festival website pro-
vides full details of the festi-
val, allows you to buy
eTickets and provides infor-
mation on the very reason-

able spon-
sorship op-
portunities
available
starting from
£40 (ex
VAT), which
allows you to display your
banner at the festival site and
includes two festival tickets –
an absolute bargain!

GET INVOLVED

If you would like to get in-

What Over 200 beers and 100 ciders and perries plus
fruit and grape wines.
A good selection of food and soft drinks.
Bands Thursday and Friday evenings plus all
day Saturday.

When Thursday 16th August 5pm to 11pm
Friday 17th and Saturday 18th August 11am to
11pm.

Where Pitchcroft Racecourse, Worcester, WR1 3EJ.

Admission
Price

Tickets on the door or in advance from the
festival website.
Entrance is £5 except for after 5pm on the
Friday when it is £7.
CAMRA members receive £2 of drink tokens at
the token desk on production of a valid
membership card.
Admission prices include a souvenir glass and
programme.
Advance eTickets available, and recommended
for Friday night, from the festival web site.

Further
Information

www.worcesterbeerfest.org.uk
08452 696859

FESTIVAL FACTS AT A GLANCE
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volved in the fun and
excitement of this truly
tremendous festival, please fill
in the volunteers form on the
festival web site (address in
‘facts at a glance’ or contact
Mark on 01905 745157.
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CAUSE AND EFFECT
Publican. YOUR DOG’S VERY FAT,SIR. PRAY WHAT DO YOU FEED HIM
ON?
Traveller. WELL, HE HAS NO REGULAR MEALS; BUT WHENEVER I TAKE
A GLASS OF ALE, I GIVE HIM A BISCUIT

The Hartlebury
The pub in the club

Open to members and non members
5 Real Ales

many from Cannon Royall Brewery & other local micros
from £2.40 per pint

Rooms available for functions or meetings
Open 4.00 – 11.00 Daily 12.00 – 12.00 Saturday & Sunday

Millridge Way, Hartlebury DY11 7TJ Tel: 01299 250252
(Down a narrow lane off Waresley Court Road)

Rocklands Club
59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB

Tel 01527 544356

Large and Small Function Rooms Available for
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc.

Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing  & Ballroom.

Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences.

New Members and Families Welcome.

Now Serving a range
of Real Ales

including Bathams Best
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THE OLD OAK

Stonebow Road,
Drakes Broughton,

WR10 2AP
(01905) 840239

 Traditional village pub

 Large enclosed beer garden

 Food available daily

 Home-cooked Sunday
lunches
(booking advisable)

 Outside bar now available
for your special occasion

A warm winter’s welcome was
given by Lin Smith and her
staff to customers at the
Bramley Cottage, Redditch.
Over the last two years the
range of cask ales at the pub
has built up from three to five
handpumps, and the pub is
taking full advantage of the
Ember Inn’s rotating
beer selection.

COMMITMENT

With a pint of Adnams
Sole Star, at just 2.7%
ABV in hand, Chairman
Paul Richards presented
Lin with the Redditch &
Bromsgrove Winter Pub
of the Season Award for
its improved commit-
ments to real ale.

PROMOTIONS

The pub also runs a cask ale
promotion on Mondays after
5pm where all pints are just
£2.50, as well as a good value
food menu. Watch out for
guest beers from Wye Valley
Brewery and Meet the Brewer
nights.

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA winter award

Pub of the Season

Lin Smith presented with the award by Paul Richards
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The last Sunday in March saw
the inaugural Redditch &
Bromsgrove Rambale – a sim-
ple concept, go for a nice walk
in the country and stop at a
few pubs on the way. Due to
the vagaries of the English
weather, we were able to also
enjoy some very pleasant
‘t-shirt’ weather for the time of
year!

TEN START OUT

Ten of us started out from the
Queens Head, Stoke Pound
where we set off up the canal
before heading off across
country encountering our first
of many stiles before reaching
the Gate Hangs Well, Wood-
gate. We stopped for a swift
drink, a half of Wye Valley

Gez Quinn puts on his boots and goes for a ‘rambale’

Drinking With Stile
HPA and having enjoyed the
views from outside the pub
we carried on to our next des-
tination.

CROSS COUNTRY

Travelling once again across
country we encountered sev-
eral more stiles as we walked
from field to field. It was good
to see that all of these stiles
were in good working order
and several appeared to have
been recently refurbished, so
making an outing like this
much easier.

It wasn’t long before we
reached our next destination,
the Country Girl on the Han-
bury Road where the beers on
offer were Wye Valley HPA
and Sharps Doombar. The

Country Girl has had a some-
what chequered past recently
and since our visit the pub has
closed again.

EXTRA STOP

Feeling a bit cocky now, we
decided to add an extra pub to
our itinerary and headed off in
the direction of the Bowling
Green in Shaw Lane. This
turned out to be the longest
leg of the day, but even so this
is a fine old Banks’s (now Mar-
stons) pub serving the usual
Marstons range and living up
to the old Banks’s slogan of
being ‘Unspoilt by Progress’.
Appropriately it has a bowling
green at the rear and had a
nice homely feel.

We now left our cross coun-
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REAL ALES:
FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY

& Guest Beers

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun

FREE HOUSE

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

try jaunt and returned to the
canal tow path, sharing it with
several families on bikes, an-
glers and others enjoying the
unseasonably warm weather.

SUN TRAP

Our next destination was the
Boat and Railway on the junc-
tion of Westonhall Road and
Shaw Lane, another Marstons
pub where we enjoyed an-

other couple of halves along-
side the canal which proved to
be a veritable sun trap.

SUSTENANCE

On the home stretch now we
headed on towards the Navi-
gation on Hanbury Road, this
stretch of the tow path isn’t as
pleasant as the previous
stretch since there’s a lot of
industry here but it’s a nice

direct route. The
Navigation has
had a recent refur-
bishment and also
provided some
welcome suste-
nance for those
that needed it in
the form of some
very tasty hot beef
rolls. Three beers
were on offer in-
cluding Wye Val-

ley HPA. I opted for St Austell
Tribute, which was in very
good order.

BACK TO THE START

The last leg of our jaunt
brought us back to the Queens
Head where we were able to
finish our day’s journey with a
very acceptable pint of Moor-
house’s Blond Witch.

So, after walking seven
miles and visiting six pubs,
everyone agreed that it had
been a great day out and were
looking forward to the next
one.

NEXT RAMBALE

The next Rambale is planned
for July 22nd when we are
planning to walk around the
villages of Dodford, Bourne-
heath and Catshill. See the
diary on page 28 for more
details.Some of the walkers by the Worcester & Birmingham canal
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is ‘Goldrush’ in time for the
Olympics. Diamond Queen will
be available for the festivities,
with Goldrush scheduled for the
first week in July.

 Kidderminster CAMRA have
awarded their Spring Pub of the
Season award to the Hollybush
Inn, Stourport. Landlady
Maggie Smith and her barman
Rob run a very lively commu-
nity pub with a choice of six real
ales.

 The Feckenham Cricket Club
Pavilion on Mill Lane (off the
square) has been completely
refurnished and is now selling
two real ales to the public at
£2.50 a pint. The beer range

 The Nevill Arms, New End,
Astwood Bank has become a
real Locale Pub. The pub is
owned by Mitchells and Butlers
but Andrew, the leaseholder,
has persuaded them to allow
him to sell local ales. There is
always a beer from Weatheroak
and Purity plus Timothy Taylors
Landlord. The full ranges of ales
from the local breweries are
presented consecutively and at
times go so quickly that emer-
gency replacements are called
for. The pub also has an
excellent varied menu.

 Another pub, where real ale is
outselling everything else, is the
Little Lark, Studley. There are
four handpumps in use. One
always has Adnams Bitter and
other beers on recently were
Wye Valley HPA, Timothy
Taylors Landlord and Wells
Bombardier.

Wye Valley Brewery have
expanded their portfolio of pubs
by adding another in Glouces-
ter. The Old Pelican is a tradi-
tional city centre pub, with an
enclosed garden, located just
off Cathedral Close.

 Bird’s Brewery is closer to
opening a retail outlet at its
premises in Old Burcot Lane,
Bromsgrove. Planning permis-
sion and the granting of an ‘off’
licence, means that they are
now in a position to steam
ahead with the necessary
conversion work. Opening looks
likely to be mid-July. Bird’s is
bringing out an addition to its
range with the introduction of
‘Diamond Queen’ to celebrate
the jubilee. Also in development

Quick Halves varies but regularly features a
guest from Wye Valley
Brewery. Opening times
Wednesday – Friday from 5pm
and from1pm Saturday and
Sunday.

 The Village Shop in Fecken-
ham now stocks a range of
local bottled beers and ciders
including Purity, Hogans,
Barbourne, Woods and
Creative Brewing. Run by
volunteers, the shop also has
a coffee shop and is commit-
ted to selling as much local
produce as possible.

 The Inn, Stonehall (formerly
the Fruiterers) near Kempsey,
has been closed as a pub and
restaurant. Until further notice
it is available only for events
such as parties and recep-
tions.
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Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
BEAR AT THE
SWAN’S NEST

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

The Bear at the Swan’s Nest
might be a bit of a mouthful but
for anyone looking for a decent
drink in Stratford upon Avon
this should be near if not at the
top of your list.

The Bear is a rectangular bar
with comfortable seating and is
part of a large hotel, hence the
two part name. Dismiss any
concerns about being adjacent
to a hotel as the Bear is
definitely a pub with pub values
- great real ale, great
atmosphere and good value
food. The latter point is
important, the last two times
we’ve eaten here we’ve had the
mouth-watering homemade

curry which is excellent value
at £8.50. The competitive
(especially considering the
location) pricing continues
with the real ales with house
beer Hook Norton ‘Bear’ Best
Bitter priced at £2.75 a pint.
The other seven real ales
include Old Hooky, again from
Hook Norton, Marston’s EPA,
Wye Valley Butty Bach and
Hobson’s Town Crier. Sadlers
and Bird’s are usually
featured. On our visit
highlights were Everard’s
Sunchaser, a pale beer emi-
nently suited for the curry and
a superb Sadlers Double IPA
at 8.5%. A real cider/perry is
served and on our visit this
was Gwynt Y Ddraig Two
Trees Perry.

The Bear has won Pub of
the Season from the local
Shakespeare CAMRA branch

and is listed in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide.
More information from
www.thebearfreehouse.co.uk
where you can find the menu
as well as current and forth-
coming real ales. The Bear is
located adjacent to the River
Avon on the south side of the
A3400 bridge.
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© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2012

Pint Taken is published by the
Redditch & Bromsgrove, Kid-

derminster and
Worcester branches of the

Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)

www.pinttaken.org.uk

8500 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around the

county of Worcestershire.

The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not

necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.

To subscribe to Pint Taken for a
year, send four C5 stamped

addressed envelopes to
Subscriptions,

14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,

B49 5JU

Contributions, letters, pub re-
ports and news are always wel-

come. Please write to
Pint Taken,

3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,

B60 2LP

email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk

Advertising rates are
available from:

advert@pinttaken.org.uk.

Worcestershire County
Council

Trading Standards
County Hall

Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards

CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,

St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201

Items for publication should be sent by 31st July 2012

Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Tina on: 07870 856316)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk

Tue 12 Jun Branch meeting - Station Inn, Farfield, Kidderminster, DY10 1UG
Tue 3 Jul Branch meeting - The Swan, Kidderminster, DY10 1DE
Tue 7 Aug Branch meeting - The Yew Tree, Kidderminster, DY10 2RU

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Paul on: 07974 889553)
www.rbcamra.org.uk

Tue 26 Jun Bromsgrove Beer Festival Volunteers Meeting - Bromsgrove
Rugby Club, Finstall, B60 3DH

Sun 15 Jul Cider Pub of the Year Presentation - Wildmoor Oak, Wildmoor,
B61 0RB, 12.30pm

Sun 22 Jul Rambale walk starting at The Crown, Catshill, B61 9LE, 11.30am
Tue 24 Jul Branch Meeting - Alvechurch Sports & Social Club, Alvechurch,

B48 7LD (Meet the Brewer)
Tue 28 Aug Branch Meeting - Ring o’ Bells, Droitwich, WR9 8HD ( Quiz Night)

Worcester branch (contact Simon on 01684 563857)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk

Sat 7 Jul West Midlands Regional Meeting - Hartlebury Royal British
Legion, Millridge Way, Hartlebury, DY11 7TJ, 12 noon

Mon 13 Aug Beer Festival setup - Worcester Racecourse, WR1 3EJ, 9am

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk

Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
6th Stratford-Upon-Avon Beer & Cider Festival

Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse, Stratford-Upon-Avon CV37 9SE
8-9 June 2012

10th Bromsgrove Beer& Cider Festival
Bromsgrove RFC, Finstall, Bromsgrove B60 3DH

28-30 June 2012

Beer On The Wye VIII
Hereford Rowing Club, Greyfriars Avenue, Hereford HR4 0BE

6- 8 July 2012

13th Worcester Beer, Cider & Perry Festival
Worcester Racecourse, Worcester WR1 3EJ

16 - 18 August 2012

For more information on your local branch go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
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And Finally... entation of tee shirts and com-
memorative glasses from
Redditch Winter Ale Festival
2012. Titanic Brewery had
been one of the main spon-
sors of the event where a
nautical theme had been cho-
sen.

Don’t Forget…

www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.uk

01684 439104

A Titanic presenta-
tion…
A few days after the 100th
anniversary of the tragic sink-
ing of the Titanic, representa-
tives of Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA met up
with Ian Hughes from the Ti-
tanic Brewery at the Stour-
bridge Beer Festival. The occa-
sion was marked by the pres-

Lee Kitely with Ian Hughes



31



32


