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KIDDERMINSTER CAMRA BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL, 23RD - 25TH MAY 2013

Foregate Street, Worcester
Tel. - 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm
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CAMRA members celebrate success

What a Fantastic Day!
Over 1000 CAMRA (Campaign
for Real Ale) members, publicans and brewers descended
on Parliament last December
to ask their MP to support the
campaign to scrap the beer
duty escalator.
GROUND BREAKING
12/12/12 was a groundbreaking moment in CAMRA’s 40
year campaigning history, but
it is not yet over. The next
critical stage will be the Chancellor’s budget statement this
March, when we find out what
response the Chancellor,
George Osborne, makes to
CAMRA, the British Pub industry and to taxpayers over this
beer tax.
THANK YOU

GREAT
ORGANISATION
Feedback from those
who travelled to the event and
met with their MP spoke of a
well organised event that
showed how strong feeling is
about the beer duty escalator
and the effect it is having on
pubs.
MPs commented how
aware they were of the passion that was shown and the
strength of feeling. Many MPs
have not signed the early day
motion and continue to follow
the Party line on the subject;
but others are supporters and
several have joined CAMRA as
a result of the campaigning
action!

CAMRA representatives
thanked everyone who took
the time to travel to Westminster in a bid to save their pint.
A big thank you also went to
all those who took part in the
virtual lobby, with over 1000
emails sent to MPs. There was
also an unprecedented number of tweets and messages
showing support for the campaign.
RESPONSE
So far CAMRA has secured
107,000 signatures on the
Government e-petition, one of
the highest responses ever!
Nearly 60 MPs have spoken
out in favour of scrapping the
escalator and many of these
met with their constituents
during the mass lobby. But
with 18 pubs closing weekly it
is important to maintain the
pressure on Government.
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TREATED TO A PINT
There was disappointment for
some who made the journey
as they did not get to meet
their particular MP at the
House of Commons, but a
number of participants did
have the opportunity to speak
to their MP and get invited
into the Strangers Bar and
sample the ale available.
CAMRA members commented
that ‘strangers’ are sadly not
permitted to buy drinks, hence
the smiles on many faces
when they were photographed
with their MP!
There is more feedback and
pictures on page 24.

Worcester Branch commemorative presentation

The Len Irving Half Pint Trophy
In December members of the
Worcester branch of CAMRA
gathered at the Wyche Inn
high above Great Malvern to
commemorate a dear friend
and fellow member who
passed away last year.
MODERATE MAN
Len Irving lived just down the
road from the pub and frequently sampled the beers and
food that Steph and Tony
offer. The beer was always
taken in half pints. Len was
known for this, a moderate
man in all ways who wanted
to try as many of his old favourites and any new offerings
as was sensible!
MEMORY ALIVE
The branch took some time

after Len's sad passing to decide how to keep his memory
alive, but finally settled on
presenting a half pint tankard
to a pub, club or brewery that
Len would have admired and
enjoyed. There was no better
choice for the first recipient
than the Wyche Inn.
PROMINENT POSITION
Simon Wiseman, chairman of
Worcester CAMRA , presented
landlord Tony Skelton with the
trophy at the convivial gathering and it now hangs in a
prominent position over the
bar where Len spent many
happy hours. We all plan to
visit it from time to time!
FURTHER AWARDS
We have invested in a small
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Tony receiving the trophy from Simon

series of the Trophy and plan
to make further awards where
the Branch thinks appropriate.

Local
News
Up for auction

Worcestershire. Pubs aren’t
just about serving food - they
provide vital community facilities and should be preserved
at all costs.”
Paul went on to say: "We
hope that the new owners will
choose to continue to run
these businesses as pubs so
that local people have a great
venue to visit for a pint.”

Bromsgrove Festival
work begins
The eleventh Bromsgrove
Beer & Cider Festival will be
held at Bromsgrove Rugby
Football Club, Finstall from
Thursday 4th - Saturday 6th
July 2013. Planning for the
event is in its early stages, but
the organisers are working to
make it another great weekend celebrating a great selection of real ale, cider and
perry.
During the last ten years the
festival has had a range of
themes, each supported by a
festival logo. The committee
has already got lots of ideas
for the event and a logo! More
details will be in the summer
edition of Pint Taken, but in
the meantime make a note of
the dates in your diary.

Two local North Worcestershire pubs have been recently
offered for sale at auction
by owners Enterprise. The
two popular country locations have experienced
several changes of ownership in the last few years.
The Country Girl,
Sharpway Gate and the
Queen’s Head, Stoke
Pound are popular destinations with unique features where good real ale
and food have previously
The Country Girl, Sharpway Gate, before auction.
been served.
The Queen’s Head is located on the Worcester and
Birmingham Canal and a great
destination for boaters in
search of refreshment after
negotiating the famous Tardebigge flight of locks. The guide
price was £395,000 and included the pub, restaurant, car
park and living accommodation.
The Country Girl is situated
in a prime location on the
Hanbury Road between Stoke
Prior and Hanbury. Set in almost three acres of land, the
guide price was £295,000 and
Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
included the pub, restaurant
area, car park, and living acBar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
commodation.
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Paul Richards, Chairman of
Thursday Steak Special Live Music Friday Nights
the Redditch & Bromsgrove
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
branch of CAMRA (Campaign
for Real Ale), said:" We are
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
deeply concerned about the
Tel: 01386 750356
decline of rural pubs in

The Anchor Inn
Eckington
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Led by Mark Collinson, four intrepid explorers head west

Lounging Around Ledbury
One fine day in the quiet period between Christmas and
the New Year, four intrepid
explorers went out for a day
trip to Ledbury. Recommended as a good place to
sample a few jars, Ledbury
didn’t disappoint as it offered
a wide range of pubs to suit
every taste – all within a reasonably easy walking distance
from the train station.

REFURBISHED
First up was the Horseshoe, a
tastefully refurbished pub with
its own open fired pizza oven
and preparation area which
was unusually situated inside
the main room itself. Decent
Wye Valley Butty Bach and
HPA were on offer, although
the pub is clearly more orientated towards food.
And so it was with the
Seven Stars which had a wide

range of food choices displayed on large chalk boards,
but with a more diverse beer
range comprising Ringwood
Best Bitter, Jennings Lakeland
Gold and Banks’s Bitter. This
was a very cosy pub and a
very relaxed place to eat.
HIGHLIGHT
Our next venue was a marvellous Wadworth’s pub called
the Talbot, which boasted a
wonderful central circular bar
(serving two rooms) with four
real ales comprising Horizon,
6X, Henry’s IPA and the excellent Old Timer, a classic winter
warmer that is normally quite
hard to find. A major highlight
in this pub is the Old Oak Dining Room on the right as you
go in, which has wonderful
dark oak panelling and an
ornately carved mantelpiece.

TRADITIONAL
The next port of call was the
Brewery Inn, which is tucked
away down a little side street.
This is a traditional oak
beamed pub with a nice
walled garden and three separate rooms, the most enchanting of which is called the
Squitter Bar with its own open
fire. This particular word had a
certain connotation prior to
the visit, but apparently it is
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local slang for nonsense, with
the idea clearly being that all
of the armchair politicians and
amateur philosophers
should gather in one part of
the pub and leave everyone
else to it. Although the
range of beers was limited
to Banks’s Bitter and Marston's Bitter, these were well
kept and it was a pleasure to
trade stories with some of
the regulars.

draped with (what we can only
assume) are the aforementioned hops.

BEST UNTIL LAST

HOPS EVERYWHERE
Next along the trail was the
Feathers Hotel on the High
Street, which was serving
Malvern Hills Black Pear, Fullers London Pride and Sharps
Doombar. The hotel itself had
a very pleasant Olde Worlde
reception area, but the most
interesting feature was The
Fuggles Restaurant which was

the pub. So instead we
headed for the Retreat, a
charming back street local that
was serving Wye Valley Butty
Bach and Bitter and, interestingly, a medium cider from the
local Ledbury Cider and Juice
Company.

QUICK RETREAT
The original intention had
been to then visit the Royal
Oak, but unfortunately
(especially for the principal
guest) there was a wake that
was due shortly after the time
that we showed up and they
were not letting anyone into

And so, saving the best real
ale selection until last, we
ambled along to the Good
Beer Guide listed Prince of
Wales. This boasted seven
handpumps from a diverse
range of breweries which on
the day included Butcombe
Bitter, Otter Bitter, Wickwar
Cotswold Way and Herefordshire Pale Ale. The pub has
three cosy rooms and a nicely
enclosed beer garden.
All in all a great recommendation for a day out!

See website
for
more details
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Kidderminster CAMRA second Beer Festival

Putting Their Stamp on it
For the first time in many a
long year there’s a CAMRA
beer festival being staged in
Kidderminster - home of the
originator of the Postage
Stamp, Sir Roland Hill, and
that is celebrated in the distinctive festival logo.
NEW VENUE
The venue is the superb and
historic Town Hall in the centre of Kidderminster
where more than forty
real beers, ciders and
perries will be available.
To whet visitors’
appetites there will be
some of the more unusual beers from local
breweries and also
from Yorkshire - home

of many fine and distinctive
ales. The objective is to offer
ones that are not commonly
seen so that drinkers can savour something a little different, leaving refreshed and
inspired to encourage their
local pub to be adventurous in
what it offers and also to encourage greater use of local
pubs through appreciation of

ENTERTAINMENT
Musical entertainment will be
provided on the Friday evening along with a special beer
tasting discussion for those
under the age of thirty to learn
more about the variety in our
brewing heritage.
Food and refreshments will
also be available, and transport links are excellent with
the main railway station just
ten minutes walk away. The
main bus stops and taxi rank
are just outside.

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4JH
Telephone: 01527 402299

OPENING TIMES

Four ales on sale
Regulars:
Timothy Taylor’s
- Landlord
Sharps
- Doombar
Current guest ales:
Hobsons
- Mild
Oakham
- Citra

the delights of real beers and
ciders.

LISTED IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012

Doors open to the public on
Thursday 23rd May at 6pm,
Friday 24th May at 11am and
Saturday 25th May at 11am.
CAMRA members and Trade
preview is on the Thursday at
4pm.
HELPFUL VOLUNTEERS

Opening times :

12pm till Late Mon to Fri except
Tuesday 5pm till late.
12pm till Late Sat & Sun.

Quiz Night

:

Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm
with Play Your Cards Right.

Live Bands

:

Saturday Nights - Telephone or visit
our Facebook page for details
www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage
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The event is being arranged
and staffed entirely by volunteers with support from CMS
(loan of transport), the Town
Hall and Wyre Forest District
Council (publicity) and local
Brewers - in particular Bewdley Brewery, Cannon Royall
Brewery, Kinver Brewery and
Attwoods Brewery.
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Editoreale
The weather has
been very varied, the Chancellor has yet to
announce what
his plans are for the
Beer Duty Escalator and now
there may be horsemeat in the
‘traditional’ pub pie - it has been
a harsh few months for the pub
trade. Around Worcestershire a
number of pubs have closed
down, with some being offered
for sale at auction.
But there is always brighter
news! The recent Redditch Beer
Festival was a great success,
with an excellent range of ales
and there are also many local
CAMRA festivals on over the
next few months. The CAMRA
National Pub of the Year, the
Baum, Rochdale has been announced and looking at it I think
it is definitely worth a visit!
At the recent West Midlands
Regional Awards Presentation
at the Bartons Arms, Birmingham, as well as awards for the
top ales brewed in the West
Midlands, there was a presentation to Pint Taken for being a
finalist in the West Midlands
CAMRA Magazine of the Year
competition. My thanks go to
the dedicated team that support
me as Editor and you all for
submitting articles - please keep
them coming!
This has been a busy time of
the year for your editor as the
arrival of our first grandchild,
Isabelle, has certainly kept me
well and truly entertained!
Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor
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Bewdley Brewery success at the Strangers Bar

Worcestershire Way Sells Out
Bewdley Brewery's Worcestershire Way bitter proved to be
a sell-out in the Strangers Bar,
House of Commons, Westminster earlier this year.

offered as a guest, was involved in a debate in the
House at the time and was
disappointed not to be able to
join in the celebration.

FASTEST SELLING

SCRAP IT!

The popular local ale was one
of the fastest selling guest
beers on the bar in recent
times. Four casks were in the
cellar at the beginning of the
week and it was so popular
with MPs and guests that one
had to be held back for the
Wednesday visit by the team
from Bewdley who met with
Andrew Griffiths, MP for Burton & Uttoxeter.
The MP for Wyre Forest,
Mark Garnier, who had helped
to arrange for the beer to be

Andrew Griffiths was the promoter of the debate in December on scrapping
the Beer Duty
Escalator. The
Chancellor,
George Osborne,
has yet to confirm
if the Government
is to take action to
scrap the annually
increasing duty on
pints bought in
pubs which is
contributing to
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pub closures and damaging
the industry.
HARD AT WORK
Seen at the Strangers Bar are
Christine Carr, Tim Wilkins,
Dave Carr and pulling a pint of
Worcestershire Way is Andrew Griffiths MP.

Brian Partridge visits Bruges, Belgium and a Brewery

De Halve Maan
Belgium has over 1000 distinctive individual beers and each
is served in its own unique
glass. For someone visiting
the delightful city of Bruges a
brewery tour is a must.
ONLY REMAINING
De Halve Maan, The Half
Moon, family brewery has
been active since 1856, when
it was founded by Henri Maas
on a site that has had brewing
connections since the 16th
Century. It is today the only
remaining brewery in the centre of Bruges.
INFORMATIVE
The brewery visit was very
informative about the four
beers brewed here, followed

by a museum tour
showing artefacts no
longer in use. The
brewery had its own
maltings until 1960.
INTERESTING
Particularly interesting was a flat, open
cooler made of copper, where the wort
cooled from 100° C
to 60° C before going by tube to a
second cooler below. It then went to a
fermenter and finally
to a maturing tank.
Beers are matured
for six or more weeks depending upon their style. Three
million litres of beer are

brewed per annum.
BEER STYLES
The four beers brewed are
Brugse Zot Blond ABV 6%,
Brugse Zot Dubbel ABV 7.5%,
Straffe Hendrik Tripel ABV 9%
and Staffe Hendrik Quadrupel
ABV 11%. Four different malts
are used, two blond and two
dark plus a secret ingredient!
PLEASANT
The brewery tavern is a pleasant place to drink and to take
lunch. Brewery visitors are
treated to a complimentary
33cl glass of the Blond. Our
guide, Marleen said that a 33cl
glass should have 30cl of beer
and 3cl of froth – don’t complain, this is normal. All the
beers were lovely.
GREAT DESTINATION
Bruges is a wonderful place
for a holiday so go but don’t
miss the brewery at Walplein
26. Guided tours start at 11am
daily, last around 45 minutes
and cost 7€
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA presentation

Snow Didn’t Stop us
The weather certainly played
its part when it came for Redditch & Bromsgrove branch to
present their Winter Pub of the
Season Award. Five brave
CAMRA members trekked
through the snow on a wintery
Sunday to present the Dodford Inn, Dodford with their

certificate.
VITAL SERVICE

Branch Chairman Paul Richards said that in a time when
rural pubs are struggling to
attract customers and make
ends meet, it was great to
hear that the Dodford was
providing vital services
to the local community.
Licensee Sam Davis
was delighted with the
award and thanked
everyone for supporting the pub. As well as
serving food, the Dodford offers four real
ales including Holden’s
Golden Glow and three
Celebrating in the snow. Sam (centre) with the award. guest beers.

The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £3.50
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
An award winning traditional pub that
offers a friendly atmosphere and staff
who are always pleased to see you.
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2011

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155

Worcestershire’s hidden gem


Rediscover a ‘REAL’ pub



Modern British menu



Locally sourced produce



Good Beer Guide 2012 & 2013
The Old Chestnut Tree Inn, Lower Moor, WR10 2NZ
Tel: 01386 860380
www.oldchestnuttreeinn.co.uk
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Rochdale family-run pub celebrates success

National Pub of The Year
The Baum, Rochdale, Lancashire has been crowned the
best pub in Britain by CAMRA,
the Campaign for Real Ale.
CONVERTED SHOP
The building, which sits next
door to the Pioneers Museum,
which is the original Co-op
store, has only been a pub for
around 30 years and was converted from Morris’s Hardware
Store in the 1980’s. The pub
name Baum is pronounced
‘Bome’ as in ‘Home’.
FAMILY TEAM
Simon Crompton, one of the
owners, started work in The
Baum in 1993 and became
manager in 1994. In 2005,
Simon and his wife Heidi, who
co-owns the business, bought

the pub just two days after
having their first child.
PLENTY OF CHOICE
The Baum has eight handpumps, one dedicated to cider, and a large variety of

continental bottled beers.
Excellent food includes vegetarian dishes, with a tapas
menu available throughout the
week. There is an upstairs
dining / function room. The
large rear garden, over looked
by a conservatory, contains
two full-size pétanque pistes.
BRILLIANT

The Old Cock Inn
77, Friar Street, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8EQ

GRAHAM & STUART WELCOME YOU

REAL ALES
UPTO 3.6% ABV £2.65
4.0% - 4.4% ABV £2.75
OVER 4.5%ABV £2.85

CAMRA’s Pubs Director,
Julian Hough offered his congratulations to Simon, Heidi
and all of the staff at The
Baum on winning CAMRA’s
national award. He said the
close to town pub has a winning formula which is well
supported by customers and
advised everyone to visit and
experience what a brilliant pub
it is.
FINALISTS

10% OFF ALL ALES FOR CAMRA MEMBERS
(CAMRA membership required)

E: pub@oldcockinn.co.uk W: oldcockinn.co.uk
T: 07864878406 or 01905 770754
Facebook: Old Cock Inn Droitwich
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The three other finalists were
the Bridge End Inn, Ruabon,
Wales LL14 6DA (last year’s
winner); the Conqueror Alehouse, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11
9LR and the Tom Cobley Tavern, Spreyton, Devon EX17
5AL (a previous National winner).

Kidderminster CAMRA local award

Pub of The Season Award
At the Mug House, Bewdley
celebrations started early for
landlord Drew Clifford as he
scooped the prestigious local
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) Pub of the Season
Award.
CONSISTENT QUALITY

MORE THAN A PUB
Located on the River Severn,
the Mug House dates back
over 192 years, but as originally intended by its first licensee, John Smith, the pub has
remained a social centre of the
community.

In presenting the
award, Kidderminster
CAMRA Chairman
Nick Yarwood said
that the Mug House
consistently offered
top quality real ales
as well as being a
friendly community
pub. The award recognizes its popularity
and commitment to
great local beers.

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE
01299
896677
Worcestershire CAMRA
Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and
2010
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202
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Mark Collinson reports on a CAMRA social trip to Nottingham

The Fellowship of The Ale
Some time ago helpers who
had worked at Bromsgrove
Beer Festival enjoyed a day
trip to Nottingham. The trip
was very well supported and
the venue a popular choice,
being well known amongst
itinerant beer lovers as having
an excellent selection of pubs.
FOUR ZONES
The City has been divided into
four zones in keeping with
their main attractions or histories, with the two of most
interest for real ale fans being
the Castle Zone and the Royal
Zone. The local Nottingham
CAMRA Branch has produced
a very good guide to the City,
which by pub identifies the
beer range, the food options,
whether a CAMRA discount is
offered plus any other interest-

ing features. The guide served
us well during the day and did
not lead us astray. A bit like
Tolkien’s ‘Fellowship of the
Ring’, everyone started together and finished together
but with a few different adventures in between. This report
is about the pathway that one
band of enthusiasts followed
during the day.
LEGENDARY
The trip started out at the
legendary Vat and Fiddle, the
Castle Rock brewery tap, so
called because it is located
opposite the tax office. With
eleven beers on offer, including William Bendigo Thompson Celebration Ale, Midnight
Owl and Preservation Fine Ale,
the day was off to an excellent
start. Several people also had

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

a ‘second breakfast’ enjoying
one of the pub’s justifiably
popular cobs.
CANALSIDE FEATURES
Onward then to the Fellows
Morton and Clayton, which
stocked three ales including
Mallard Brewery Duck and
Dive and Nottingham Brewery
James Fellows Legacy. Next
to the Fellows, Morton and
Clayton is the Canalside, a
remarkable pub (also owned
by Castle Rock brewery) which
is built over the canal and has
an internal bridge that takes
you from the entrance to the
bar. There are two actual canal

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk
www.temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

This That T’other blond
3.7% ABV

Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale
with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt
balanced by
hops. A beer
for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases
delicate
Goldings
fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich, smooth
character
that is in a
class of its
own.

Seasonal Beer - Reveille 4.3%
Our first Stout!
The All Saints' Beer Festival at The Talbot
Open all day 8th - 9th March & 11 - 4pm 10th March.
20+ beers from around the UK
Teme Valley Farmers Market at the Talbot Mar 10th, Apr 14th, May 12th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420
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boats inside the pub, and the
range of five beers included a
very pleasant stout called
Castle Rock Tern. Several of
the group also ate here and
said that the food was good.
FAMOUS INN
One of the most famous pubs
in Nottingham Ye Olde Trip to
Jerusalem, is reputed to be
the country’s oldest inn. The
pub is literally cut into the rock
on which the Castle is built. As
well as being very traditional
in all areas, the pub also includes some very interesting
features such as shafts that

the circular room was fitted
out with lovely wooden panels and renaissance style
murals that had been made
to look old by distressing the
paint work. With eight beers
available, there was something to suit all tastes, with a
particular highlight the Doctor Morton’s Rubrication.
were apparently used to draw
beer up to the Castle, a Maltings Room that was part of the
old castle Brewhouse, and a
chair which was supposed to

Don’t sit on the Chair!

get women pregnant if they
sat on it. Four beers were on
offer including Nottingham
Brewery’s A Knight’s Tale and
Hardy and Hanson’s Olde Trip.
MORE MODERN
Although much more modern,
the next venue called the Rotunda was intriguing in its
own way. You had to go up
winding stairs to get to the bar
and, once there, the whole of

BRANCHING OUT
It was at this point that our
party branched off and made
for some of the pubs a little
further out, with the aim of
walking off the food and then
circling back to the rendezvous point back at the Vat and
Fiddle. First on the list of venues visited was the Organ
Grinder, the first pub to be
opened by the Blue Monkey
brewery and showcased four
of their own beers, including
Guerrilla Stout, Evolution and
four guest ales. This pub was
interesting because they had a
competition going on to name
the next beer, and it was a
wrench to have to leave. We
then moved on to the Sir John
Borlasse Warren. This nice
Everards pub stocked four
beers from the range, including Tiger and the lovely stout
called Pitch Black. The rooftop
garden here was a particular
highlight and must be great in
summer.
MARKETING ALE
The next stop on our trail was
the Ropewalk, which was a
freehouse stocking five ales.
Here samples of the beers
were actually displayed in
front of the hand pulls, and for
CAMRA members a healthy
discount of 50p per pint was
available. Next door is the
Hand and Heart, which is also
free of tie and on this occasion
there were two beers from the
Nottingham Brewery, Dancing
Duck Dark Drake (which takes
some saying in the middle of a
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crawl), Mr Grundy’s No-Man’s
Land (from the local Derby
brewpub), and their own
house beer called Round
Heart. This sister pub to the
Roundhouse used to be a
brewery back in 1866, using a
converted stable for the brewing and storing the beer in a
cave. Interestingly, the pub
backs onto the castle rock
again, with several rocky alcoves and lovely dark wood

Just three of the Fellowship

panelling in the restaurant.
LAST STOP IN TOWN
Almost now on the home
straight, the last venue was
the Salutation where the Fellowship reunited before the
walk back to the coach. This
ancient pub has a number of
underground caves which can
be visited, as well as stocking
an excellent selection of six
real ales including Castle Rock
Redstart.
LAST LEG
Lastly but not least our coach
journey home was punctuated
by a splendid visit to the
Church End Brewery Tap.
Offering eight ales from across
their range, the Rest in Peace
meant that most people did
for the last leg of what truly
was an excellent day out.
Thanks must go to the organiser and to everyone who
made sure that the trip was
very well supported.

Latest event news from Ali Fitton - local Young Members contact

Young Member Events
Over the last few months
things have been quite busy
for young members activities.
I have two events to entice
you along to this time.

selection available before
moving on for a walking social
around the local pubs with
other young members from
local branches.

CURRY & PINT NIGHT

ROUND OFF THE
WEEKEND

We will meet up at 7:30pm on
Thursday 21st March at the
Rising Sun, Redditch to enjoy
their curry night and a pint, or
two. We will then move on to
sample the ales available in
the pubs local to Redditch
town centre.
COVENTRY BEER
FESTIVAL TRIP
On Saturday 27th April we
gather at Coventry Beer Festival. Meeting at the festival
from 12:30pm onwards, the
plan is to enjoy the varied

On Sunday evenings at the
end of each month we meet at
the White Hart, Headless
Cross from 8pm for a sporting
evening that may include
pool, darts or even a quiz in
the local pubs around Headless Cross.
Our events are open to all,
regardless of age or CAMRA
membership and more details
can be found on the Young
Members page at
www.rbcamra.org.uk
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83 Newtown Road
Malvern WR14 1PD
01684 439104

The best little pub
in Malvern
Butcombe Bitter
always on Tap
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Mark Collinson revisits four interesting pubs from his past

Devonshire Treasures
As my parents live in Devon,
this provides the welcome
opportunity to sample the odd
hostelry or two around the
Torbay and Exeter areas.
There are so many lovely
village pubs in Devon, quite a
few of which have traditional
thatched roofs, that it’s really
hard to go wrong. Devon has
a long-standing affiliation with
all things seafaring, including
the famous bowls incident on
Plymouth Hoe with Sir Francis
Drake, and these naval connections have influenced the
décor in many pubs. In this
article I wanted to share with
you four of the most interesting pubs that I have come
across during my visits.
NAVAL MEMORABILIA
Starting near Babbacombe is
the wonderful Crown and
Sceptre. A Good Beer Guide
favourite for many years, this
local gem is run by longstanding landlord Roy and is
stuffed full of naval memorabilia in keeping with Roy’s
former occupation as a matelot. The pub is also decked out
with some of the funniest
aphorisms you will ever see,
and the best collection of
ceramic chamber pots south
of the Potteries. This truly is
one of those marvellous oneoff pubs and should be on
everyone’s list to visit when in
the area. It boasts seven handpulls covering five semi-fixed
ales (including Otter Ale,
Young’s Special and Betty
Stogs) as well as two constantly rotating guests from
West Country breweries. A
range of interesting seasonal

supposed to be the smallest
pub in Torquay and apparently has major historic
connections with the Spanish Fleet and prisoners that
were held on the premises
pending trial. They still say
that you can occasionally
hear odd sounds coming
from the area below
ground, reportedly lost
souls - maybe they should
give them a beer, even if it
goes on the slab…
TIME WARP

Interior of the Crown & Sceptre,
St Marychurch

pies is also available.
LINKS TO THE ARMADA
Not far away is Torquay’s best
kept secret, a little beauty of a
pub, which is also the oldest
and is called the Hole in the
Wall. Those who went to the
CAMRA Members’ Weekend
last year will no doubt have
ventured into it, and discovered a rich pageant of old
naval memorabilia. This is also

Moving north towards Exeter on the A350 the turning
off for Luton brings you to a
lovely Saxon Village called
Ideford. Trapped in a timewarp, the beautiful thatched
Royal Oak is stuffed full of
interesting naval artefacts,
from models of galleons to
busts of naval luminaries such
as Lord Horatio Nelson himself. The pub has three handpulls and the beer when we
visited was in excellent condition, including Hook Norton
Cotswold Lion and Skinners
Christmas Fairies - which the
pump clip says is made by
real fairies.

The Hole in the Wall, Torquay
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Royal Oak, Ideford

SEVERAL SNUGS
Lastly and most northerly is
the Anchor Inn, Cockwood
near Dawlish, which is on the
harbour and a must for any
naval enthusiast or lover of
unusual pub interiors. The
inside is covered in dark wood
panels and there are several
characterful snugs on the way
down to the main dining

room, which is
and Otter Ale.
adorned with various
INTERESTING INTERIORS
ship and diving
So
if you are a ship enthusiast
equipment. There is
or
just
love interesting interialso a very interestors,
why
not give these four
ing upstairs dining
nautical gems the once over if
area which, as well
you are in the Torbay and
as being a quiet area
Exeter areas!
to eat away from the
main room, also
includes a mindboggling
array of
ships’ badges. My
father searched in
vain for his ship
‘The Duchess’, only
to find it half way
down the stairs on
the left hand side.
Stocking four real
ales, those on offer
on the day we visited included
Interior of the Anchor Inn, Cockwood
Sharps Doombar

 Continually changing guest

ales and real ciders
 We are in the CAMRA

Good Beer Guide
 Take away hoppers for real

ales and ciders
 Traditional British Food.

Top Road, Wildmoor,
Nr Bromsgrove
B61 0RB
Tel: 0121 453 2696
www.wildmooroak.com

Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine
 Discount on meals for card-

carrying CAMRA members
 Walkers and coach parties

welcome

CARIBBEAN NIGHTS
4th Thursday each month
See website for more details
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Hobsons Brewery charity fundraising ale

Farewell to Old Prickly
Hobsons Brewery has said a
farewell to its special charity
beer for 2012 "Old Prickly" as it
goes into hibernation. The
‘snuffly hedge grog’ has been
a phenomenal success with
over £2500 raised for the charity.

charity. A combined total of
over 50,000 pints / bottles
were sold during the promotion of the beer. The money
will go towards supporting the
important work of the charity
at a time when hedgehog
numbers are declining.

the Ludlow Food
Festival and the
beer also got a
mention on the
BBC’s Have I got
News for You when the programme featured the BHPS
newsletter.

PLEDGE

SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN

RAISED AWARENESS

Shropshire brewer Hobsons
started brewing the special
beer in March 2012 for the
British Hedgehog Preservation
Society (BHPS) as part of celebrations for their 30th Anniversary. The brewery pledged to
donate 5p for every bottle and
pint sold of the 4.2% pale ale.
In early February a special
event was held at the ‘Cross
Hedgehog’ (the Golden Cross,
Cleehill) where the brewery
presented a cheque to the

Key to the success of the charity beer was the continual
promotional activity following
the launch, Old Prickly was
promoted at key events attended by Hobsons including
the BBC Good Food Show
where a photo opportunity
with Alan Titchmarsh was
captured, the charity’s patron
John Challis (otherwise known
as Boycie from the comedy
series ‘Only Fools and Horses)
helped to endorse the beer at

"A big thank you to all those
who supported our 2012 charity beer "Old Prickly", the beer
created a great following and
humour along the way, however there was a serious side
to this project and we hope
we have done the charity justice in raising awareness to a
new audience about hedgehogs” commented Kate
Pearce from Hobsons Brewery.

FANTASTIC
Fay Vass, Chief Executive of
the BHPS said "We are very
grateful to Hobsons for coming up with this fantastic beer
and of course for the huge
donation which will greatly
help our cause. The launch
and hibernation parties were
lovely evenings with the
Golden Cross and Swifts bakery really entering into the
spirit and supporting our charity too."
You can find out more about
the work of the charity on their
website,
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk
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Kidderminster CAMRA announces its top reviewers

Champion Scorers
All over the country CAMRA
members visit pubs to enjoy
the different beers on offer,
soak up the atmosphere and
have a good time. On each
occasion they can rate the
experience as a whole, or
each individual beer, using
CAMRA's on-line beer scoring
system. The scores assist with
identifying where the very
best pubs and beer can be
found.
MODEST INCENTIVE
To encourage plenty of scores
from pub visits, Kidderminster
CAMRA offer modest but enticing beery prizes for their
members visiting the most
pubs and rating the visits and
beers during their usual pub
outings over the course of a
year.

TALBOT INN

WORTHY WINNERS
Among this year's winners
were local CAMRA members
Ralph Wood, Chris Clouston,
and Richard Purcell.

Chaddesley Corbett
01562 777388
www.talbotinn.net

WHY DO IT?
The results of the visits are
used to assist in the selection
of the very best pubs for the
Good Beer Guide.
Now celebrating 40 years of
publication,
this best
selling book
is a valuable
and independent
guide to all
that is great
about our
pubs and
real ale.
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• A traditional pub serving
real ales and freshlycooked home-made
meals in warm and
friendly surroundings.
• Large patio and garden
• Separate room for private
parties

Martin Hancox and his experiences of the Mass Lobby Day

A Taxing Day in London
The Mass Lobby day began
with an early start. I travelled
with a large group of CAMRA
members to London by coach.
There were a few delays along
the way, but we eventually
arrived at our destination just
after noon.
SYMPATHETIC
I fortunately made my appointment with Richard Burden, MP

for Northfield just in time.
Richard was very sympathetic towards our fight to
stop the Beer Tax Escalator. We chatted for
around 20 minutes over
coffee and mince pies,
during which he inMark Garnier, MP for Wyre Forest with CAMRA
formed me that he had
members from Kidderminster and a copy of Pint Taken
signed the EDM (Early
toric building with its fine arDay Motion) about the tax. He
chitecture first hand on anwould continue to oppose the
other day.
tax as it was damaging to the
HOMEWARD BOUND
brewing industry, the pub
trade and communities.
After the meeting I met up
INVITATION
Whilst talking, Richard also
suggested that as a CAMRA
branch we might like to book
up a tour of Parliament and
experience more of the his-

with my colleagues where we
sampled the delights of the
local hostelries before returning to the meeting area in time
for the return trip home. All in
all it was a very long day,
much of it spent on a coach;
but I felt we had achieved
something important.
OTHER MPS MET
As well as Richard Burden,
CAMRA members had very
productive meetings with
Karen Lumley MP (Redditch),
Mark Garnier MP (Wyre Forest) and Sajid Javid MP
(Bromsgrove).
The reaction from the MPs
was very positive with many
of them expressing surprise at
the number of constituents
that had turned up on the day.

Karen Lumley MP for Redditch with local
member Doug Robinson in the Strangers Bar
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Letters
Dear Sir,
I have drunk in many pubs
over the years in your region,
from Pershore as far as Dordon in North Warwickshire.
More recently while working
in London during The Olympics I was able to sample excellent ale from Wye Valley
Brewery. However, perhaps
the most useful publication I
benefit from when in the
Worcestershire area is Pint
Taken, which I always read,
and have found in pubs in
Burton and even Stoke.
During the past week I have
been wondering what The
Bard might have made of the
battle of CAMRA with unscrupulous breweries over the
years and with The Olympics,
which I experienced. I have
written a poem which might
prove of interest to those who
remember how real ale was
becoming a rarer commodity
in the 1980s and it's revival
currently through many micro
breweries, which might be of
interest to readers?
Regards,
Rob Kantor
Ale For Sale – Still Hope!
In the 70s, when hope had
faded
A campaign was started,
‘Before real ale dies!’
Lager and keg beer left us
feeling so jaded
Oh the tangible pain, moans
groans and sighs.
Talk about beer, the taste

really was pitiful
The ethos of real ale lost – ‘ale
gone south’
Beer tasted like effluent, now it
was critical
To stop this urinal fluid from
entering the mouth!
‘What’s up with gassed bitter?’
the keggers used to say
Unimaginative pubs with plastic dispensers
They wear polyester ties, drink
in mealy-mouth ways
A vile woodstain seal brewed
for garden fences.
A fight and a chance, a Ra and
a Cam
Our right to enhance, a Bar,
not an ale ban!
The Lord of the Rings, Two
Towers, in 2002
The fate of real ale was not in
the mire
New breweries abound and
old beer hobbits knew
That beer diversity was strong
in the shire.
“Break out the ale (Boromir),
these men are thirsty,”
Here people have finally been
given a voice
New quaffers with names like
Rocky and Kirsty
Drink ale of variety with unlimited choice.
Then the Olympics; Real Beer
Pint Marathon
We could win on home soil,
ale IS coming home!
Deliver Gold to Stratford’s
favourite son
Beating Germany, France,
Qatar and Belgium
There are still those who envisage dystopian gloom
10 Euros a pint! It’s bleedin’
Rumpo, the loon!
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Quick Halves

a great achievement since Tim
took over.

 To fulfil demand from pubs
the print run for Pint Taken has
been increased to 9000 copies.
If your pub is not receiving
copies of this free newsletter
please send an email to
editor@pinttaken.org.uk and we
will do our best to get one of
our distributors to deliver to
you.

 The Cannon Royall Brewery,
based at the Fruiterers Arms,
Uphampton has recently
added the Wychbold Legion,
Wychbold and the British
Legion Club, Bidford upon
Avon to its portfolio and is
running them as pubs serving
up to five Cannon Royall
beers.

 The Brook Inn, Elcock's Brook
is currently closed after long
standing licensees called it a
day. The licensees blamed the
current economic climate as the
reason for closure. A Marston’s
area representative, in response
to questions from Redditch &
Bromsgrove branch chairman
Paul Richards said that Marston’s hoped to get the pub
reopened as soon as possible.
 The Lygon Arms, Feckenham
is currently closed. It is believed
that owners Enterprise were
unable to meet the licensee’s
proposals regarding rent and
had put in for a large increase
this year to be doubled next
year. When the licensees
wouldn't agree they were given
notice.
 The Crown and Anchor,
Hylton Road, Worcester, which
has had a selection of licensees
over the last year or two, is now
up for sale (freehold) at a
reported asking price of
£295,000.
 The Paul Pry, Worcester is
understood to shortly be having
new licensees. It is believed that
they are keen to sell real ale.

Monkey House, Defford has
shut its doors for the last time.
There had been news during
last year that this might happen.
The Monkey House is one of the
few remaining Cider Houses in
the country and will be a sad
loss.
 Tim Hoffman, licensee at the
Meadow Farm, Bordesley,
Redditch has achieved his
ambition to install twelve hand
pumps in the pub, which is
three extra pumps on top of the
nine that have been available
for some time. He said that the
recent CAMRA award presentation helped him justify to the
brewery that twelve pumps was
an attractive proposition. This is

 There is to be a new licensee
at the New Inn, Bournheath.
 The Railway, Studley has
reopened and has been
redecorated and is looking
very smart. Currently serving
Marston’s EPA, Brains Rev
James and Purity UBU.

Rocklands Club
59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB
Tel 01527 544356

Now Serving a range
of Real Ales
including Bathams Best
Large and Small Function Rooms Available for
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc.
Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing & Ballroom.
Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences.
New Members and Families Welcome.

 There are rumours that the
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Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
RUTLAND ARMS,
BROWN STREET,
SHEFFIELD
Located close to the Sheffield
Hallam University Campus and
just a short walk from Sheffield
railway station, the Rutland
Arms is a traditional corner pub.
The exterior retains features
from the long closed Duncan
Gilmore brewery and the majority of the windows still have
etched glass reflecting the
name. Signs outside the pub
show links with Joshua Tetley &
Sons Ltd who acquired Duncan
Gilmore in 1954.
The pub reopened as a free
house in 2009. The interior is
spacious, decorated with
changing artwork from local
artists. The bar serves up to

eight real ales, with a regular
ale and seven guest ales. Blue
Bee brewery beers feature
strongly in the line up and the
Blue Bee Parenthesis and Blue
Bee Nectar Pale were excellent. Belgian and West Coast
American beers are also available.
A range of good value, filling, home cooked food is
served every day ranging from
simple hand cut chip butties to
daily specials and Sunday
roasts. An interesting vegetarian option is the Bhaji Butty
(chips, vegetable curry sauce
and onion bhajis in a layered
paratha).
Two regular folk clubs meet
at the pub and other music
sessions are held, all in the
upstairs function room.
A visit is highly recommended.

Sample our award
winning ales at:

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340
Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

FREE HOUSE

REAL ALES:

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY
& Guest Beers
Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386
The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8pm unless stated.

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact Tina on 07870 856316)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Tue 5 Mar
Tue 2 Apr
Tue 7 May
Mon 20 May
Tue 4 June

Branch meeting - Cookley Village Hall and Sports Club, DY10 3RH
Branch meeting - Station Inn, Kidderminster, DY10 1UG
Branch meeting - White Hart, Hartlebury, DY11 7TD
Kidderminster Festival setup - Kidderminster Town Hall, DY10 2BL
Branch meeting - Rock Cross Inn, Rock, DY14 9SD

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (Contact Simon on 07879 553733)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tue 26 Mar
Tue 23 Apr
Sat 27 Apr
Sat 18 May
Tue 28 May

Branch Meeting - Victoria Works, Studley B80 7AU
Branch Meeting - Hare & Hounds, Shenstone DY10 4BU
Social Trip - Coventry Beer Festival (See website for more details)
Social Trip - Black Country Pub tour (See website for more details)
Branch AGM - Droitwich Legion, Droitwich

Worcester branch (Contact Simon on 01684 563857)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
See website for more details

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on 01386 761313)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
34th Burton Beer & Cider Festival
Burton Town Hall, King Edward Place, Burton Upon Trent DE14 2EB
14 - 16 March 2013
Walsall Beer Festival
Walsall Town Hall, Walsall WS1 1TP
4 - 6 April 2013
Stourbridge Beer Festival
Town Hall, Crown Centre, Stourbridge DY8 1YE
25 - 27 April 2013
Coventry Beer Festival
Coventry Rugby Football Ground, Butts Road, Coventry CV1 3GE
26 - 27 April 2013
Kidderminster Beer & Cider Festival
Town Hall, Vicar St, Kidderminster DY10 2BL
23 - 25 May 2013
For more information on your local branch go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
Items for publication should be sent by 31st March 2013
© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2013
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Pint Taken is published by the
Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Kidderminster and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
9000 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around the
county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken for a
year, send four C5 stamped
addressed envelopes to
Subscriptions,
14 Cladswell Lane,
Cookhill, Alcester,
B49 5JU
Contributions, letters, pub reports and news are always welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201
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And Finally...
Winning Dorothy
Cover Girl Graces
Brewery Calendar...
The spirit of Dorothy Goodbody, a much-loved character
from Wye Valley Brewery’s
family of ales, has been
brought to life for the brewery’s 2013 calendar cover.
The brewery worked with
vintage fashion designer
Vivien of Holloway to transform a modern-day beauty
into their 1950’s character with
authentic vintage style.
The brewery received over
90 applications from potential
Dorothys, all keen to represent
this character in a fabulous
1950's styled photo-shoot.

WINNING DOROTHY
The winning Dorothy was
Lucy Dearden, from Folkestone in Kent. She won a
fabulous prize package
including a professional
photo-shoot at one of Herefordshire’s verdant hopfarms, luxurious overnight
stay, a beautiful 1950’s
style dress from Vivien of
Holloway, framed photo
from the shoot, copies of
the calendar and a case of
Dorothy Goodbody’s ales!
Lucy said she had great
time on the photo-shoot
and that it was surprisingly
hard work though – I certainly deserved a bottle of
Dorothy Goodbody’s Golden
Ale by the end of the day!
GET HER IN THE SHOP
For all Dorothy fans the 2013
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Wye Valley Brewery calendars
are available to purchase from
the brewery shop.

The Clent Club
Pool Furlong
Clent
Nr Stourbridge
DY9 9RE

The Clent Club

Tel 01562 731156
Dawn & Steve Bubb
welcome you
Serving 4 real ales (HPA
permanent and 3 guest
ales) each week plus 2
traditional ciders
 Sky TV Free Wi-Fi
 Best views in Clent
 Warm friendly
atmosphere
 Saturday night
entertainment
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