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Get Pint Taken online at www.pinttaken.org.uk

Foregate Street, Worcester
Tel. - 01905 22373
Cask Marque Approved
A traditional Wetherspoon’s pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned
real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2
ciders.
Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.
A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate
those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.
Opening times:

Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight
Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am
Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm
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CAMRA latest news and campaigns

Community Pubs Month and More
CAMRA will again be organising Community Pubs Month in
April, following the success of
2013’s event. This month of
action gives pubs a campaign
to focus promotions around
and try some new marketing
initiatives to attract more custom.
CAMRA hopes that all pubs
will take part in some way by
organising fun events for the
local community to enjoy in
April and encourage pubs to
try a variety of different communication methods of informing locals of what is
planned, including press releases, social media such as
Facebook and twitter, websites and leaflet drops.
26 pubs close every week.
CAMRA wants to stop this
situation getting any worse, so
please encourage your friends
(especially those that do not
visit pubs regularly) to have a
night out in one of our local
pubs in April to show your
support. Imagine if your local
was one of the 26 to close
next month!
CAMRA will be supporting
this event by producing some
free promotional packs for
pubs to use that will remind
people how great pubs are.
All pubs that feature in the
Good Beer Guide 2014 will
automatically be sent a promotional pack. Other pubs can
order one by visiting
communitypubsmonth.org.uk.
The promotional packs will
be sent out during February
and March. CAMRA’s national
press office will also issue a
number of press releases to
raise the profile of pub-going.

PubCo debate defeat
CAMRA's campaign to end the
Great British scandal closing
pubs and win a fair deal for
publicans took a huge step
forward as overwhelming
support was shown from MPs
on the call to introduce pub
company reform.
MPs from all parties attended a Parliamentary debate
to press Business Minister
Vince Cable to stick to the
Government's promise to introduce reforms before time
runs out and more pubs close.

Shadow Business Minister
Toby Perkins MP scheduled
the debate and called for legislation to introduce a Pubs
Watchdog and open market
rent reviews. He also called for
publicans to be given the option to go free-of-tie and buy
their beer on the open market.
The motion was tabled by
Labour as it was an opposition
day debate. The motion was
defeated by 311 votes to 244
but this was not unexpected
as the Government have a
majority in Parliament. The
point of the debate was not
about the vote, but to keep the
pressure on Vince Cable and
to show the cross-party support for this issue.

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4JH
Telephone: 01527 402299
Four ales on sale
Regulars:
Timothy Taylor’s
- Landlord
Sharps
- Doombar
Current guest ales:
Black Country Ales
- Mild
Oakham
- Citra

LISTED IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2013

Opening times :

12pm till Late Mon to Fri except
Monday & Tuesday 5pm till late.
12pm till Late Sat & Sun.

Quiz Night

:

Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm
with Play Your Cards Right.

Live Bands

:

Saturday Nights - Telephone or visit
our Facebook page for details
www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA presentation

Community Pub Award
Just before Christmas, members of Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA got together to present the villagers
of Rowney Green with a very
special award. Found just
outside Alvechurch, Rowney
Green has been running a
Friday night pub to the
rear of the village hall
named the Goat &
Trousers for the past
three years.

via gravity as well as a selection of other drinks and encourages the local community
to come out for a drink every
Friday evening.
REGULAR EVENTS
The pub also runs an annual

VOLUNTEERS
The pub is led by Pete
Fellows, with Chris
Burton assisting with
the beer and Nan Fellows who co-ordinates
the volunteers. The bar
stocks a guest real ale
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beer festival and has regular
events, such as fish suppers,
all in an area where commercial retail outlets are a few
miles away.
Pictured receiving the Community Pub Award is licensee
Pete Fellows, with Nan Fellows and Chris Burton,
alongside CAMRA members Lynn and Ali Fitton,
John Humphries, Tony
Turpin and branch chairman Paul Richards.
Paul praised the quality
of the ale and said that
community ventures of
this sort need support,
so do go along one Friday night and experience
the atmosphere.

Local
News
New CAMRA branch
After many months of debate
and discussions Worcestershire gained a new CAMRA
branch when Kidderminster
sub-branch held their annual
general meeting at the King &
Castle, Kidderminster.
In a packed meeting, electric with an air of excited expectation, members present
voted overwhelmingly to convert Kidderminster sub-branch
into the Wyre Forest Branch of
the Campaign for Real Ale.
The name of the new branch
was chosen because it more
closely represents the area
covered. Being a full branch
enables members to continue
raising the profile and quality
of real ale in the area. The
decision by members to become a full branch in their
own right was presented to
the National Executive of
CAMRA for ratification by the
West Midlands Regional Director, Gary Timmins.
The evening ended in celebration as members also enjoyed presentations of prizes
to the winners of the annual
beer scoring competition,
sponsored by local brewers
Enville, Bewdley and Cannon
Royall.

Council reject listing
A recent application by Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
to have the Cross Inn, Finstall
listed as an Asset of Commu-

nity Value has been rejected
by Bromsgrove & District
Council. The campaign was
led by volunteer member
Richard Wood who gathered
the required signatures and
formally nominated the Cross
Inn to be listed as an Asset of
Community Value to
Bromsgrove District Council.
After a lengthy wait, the nomination was rejected through
the use of the Localism Act,
citing that because the Cross
Inn is of ‘ancillary use’, it cannot be listed.
Paul Richards, branch chairman said he was not entirely
sure how things stood in this
situation, and in particular was
struggling to understand what
the term ‘ancillary use’ actually meant in reference to a
public house. In particular, he
found it very odd that, having

taken advantage of a government planning policy to secure a community asset, it
was rejected by legislation
such as the Localism Act
which surely must have also
been created to get local decisions back into the power of
local people!
As the Council has deemed
the nomination unsuccessful
the Asset will be included on
the register of unsuccessful
nominations. Currently the
legislation does not provide
for the right of appeal by the
nominee, but Richard and Paul
are investigating the matter to
see if anything can be done to
enhance the application.
There are now 300 pubs
listed as Assets of Community
Value and CAMRA hopes to
increase this to 400 over the
next 12 months.

THE OLD COCK INN | DROITWICH
REAL ALES WITH 10% DISCOUNT FOR CAMRA
MEMBERS EVERY DAY

77. FRIAR STREET DROITWICH
T: 01905 770754 W: www.oldcockinn.co.uk
WE SHOWCASE AT LEAST 3 REAL ALES EACH DAY
ALES UPTO 3.9% ABV = £2.75
ALES BETWEEN 4.0% & 4.4% ABV = £2.85
ALES 4.5% ABV & ABOVE = £2.95

10% OFF EACH REAL ALE & REAL CIDER WHEN A VALID CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP CARD IS SHOWN
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Recommended reading to add to your collection

CAMRA Books
The CAMRA shop carries a
range of merchandise and
books. Here is one that offers
a wealth of interesting facts
and information.
HERITAGE PUBS
This book is a guide to 270
pubs throughout the UK which
feature interiors of real historic

significance, some of them
stretching back over a century.
It is the first time that these
pubs have been collated into a
single volume. Illustrated with
high-quality photography, the
guide’s extensive listings are
the product of years of surveying and research by CAMRA
volunteers dedicated to preserving and protecting our
rich pub heritage. The book
includes a foreword by Simon
Thurley (Chief Executive, English Heritage).
Priced at £9.99 or £7.99 for
CAMRA members it is a great
accompaniment to the Good
Beer Guide.
More details about all merchandise and books can be
found at shop.camra.org.uk
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The
HOP POLE
Friar St, Droitwich
Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30
Great Value Lunches - £3.50
Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus
guest ales
An award winning traditional pub that
offers a friendly atmosphere and staff
who are always pleased to see you.
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2011

www.
thehoppoleatdroitwich.
co.uk
01905 770155
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CAMRA members share their experiences

Me and CAMRA
Name and location
My name is Graham Chapman
and I live in Inkberrow.

outlets and many
pub companies have
got into a real mess.

When did you join CAMRA
and what made you join?
1980. I was always lucky
enough to live in areas with
good ale but in 1980 I moved
to Worcestershire and spent
six weeks trying to find a
drinkable beer - for the first
time I understood what
CAMRA was about.

What are your favourite real ales or
ciders?
I am allergic to cider
- it stops my legs working, so I
stick to beer. 30 years ago I
would have said Timmy Taylor’s Landlord but I have tried
thousands of different beers
over that time of all types and
so no longer have one absolute favourite. I do like a good
porter though.

What do you like about being
in CAMRA?
The passion of the people and
the fact we are all equal and
campaigning for a common
goal (and the beer).

What are your favourite pubs
and why do you like them?
I like traditional bars and old

What do you do in CAMRA?
I attend the national AGM and
local meetings when I can, I
support beer festivals - I
worked at five last year (and
attended many more - my first
was in 1974). I am also Brewery Liaison Officer for the
Ambridge Brewery, Inkberrow.
What do you think are the
most important things that
CAMRA does or should do?
Coining the term Real Ale was
very important, giving focus
and a ‘voice’ to keeping this
very British style alive in the
face of very strong commercial interests. Our really big
brewers are now gone or are
foreign owned, but encouraged by CAMRA there are
over 1000 breweries to fill the
gap. Pubs now need to be the
focus as the breweries need
8

pubs (my family would say
basic). I have been visiting
Bessie’s (Dyffryn Arms, Pontfaen) several times a year
since the 1970’s. There is no
bar, beer is served straight
from the jug and conversation
is ever present. I see pub companies and landlords as custodians of public houses, not
owners and hate to see pubs
closed just because the wrong
people are in charge that year.

Charlie Ayres on why CAMRA needs your assistance

Why Not Volunteer?
CAMRA currently has 158,500
members, which in itself is an
amazing number of people.
CAMRA has been campaigning for real ale, pubs and
drinkers' rights since 1971;
there are many members who
are still volunteering, supporting their local branch and its
activities in whatever way they
can from those early days.
BUSY PEOPLE
We are all busy people,
whether working, raising families, caring for others or just
doing the things we enjoy.
Volunteering to do something
different outside of daily life
brings its own rewards and
can also look great on your
CV! CAMRA now has the

greatest number of members
since its formation, but sadly
also has the same dedicated
members endeavouring to
carry on the campaigning at
monthly committee and
branch meetings, or working
at events such as beer festivals.
JOIN IN AND HELP
If more members get involved
the activities become easier to
do and everyone benefits.
Many branches hold their
annual general meetings in the
next few months and would
love to see more members
attending and helping to continue the campaign.
It does not have to be an
arduous activity, everyone has

differing skills and abilities and
you could have one that we
don’t know about! You could
be brilliant assisting at a beer
festival or speaking to your
MP about supporting local
pubs.
All of the Worcestershire
branches are looking for members to join their committees.
Meetings are often relaxed
affairs and the best bit is that
they take place in pubs!
Branch meetings are fun too,
as are the social events. All
details of branch contacts and
branch events are on page 28
and are also published in
‘What’s Brewing’.
Please do consider volunteering - you never know, you
might even enjoy it!

 Continually changing guest ales and
real ciders

Most Loved Business
in Bromsgrove
2012

 We are in the CAMRA Good Beer
Guide
 Take away hoppers for real ales and
ciders
 Traditional British Food.
Caribbean Specialities and
International Cuisine

Top Road, Wildmoor,
Nr Bromsgrove
B61 0RB
Tel: 0121 453 2696
www.wildmooroak.com

 Discount on all food and drink for
card-carrying CAMRA members
 Walkers and coach parties welcome
 CARIBBEAN NIGHTS - 4th Thursday each month
 LIVE JAZZ NIGHTS 6-10pm on the
1st Sun each month
 QUIZ NIGHTS
 See website for more details
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Most Loved English &
Caribbean Restaurant
in the UK
2012

2012/13

Editoreale
There are a lot of
activities already
in my diary this
year, but one
thing I have promised that I will do
this year is to walk through the
woodlands surrounding Bournheath and Chaddesley Corbett.
This group of walks is called the
Royal Hunters’ Walks and one,
the Hedgelayers’ is just five
miles long and passes the Dodford Inn, Dodford. In the
grounds of the pub is a large
display board showing the other
routes and information about
the area. Once the ground starts
to dry out a little and the bluebells come into bloom, I hear it
is a very pleasant walk, with the
reward of a good pint and food
at the end of it, particularly if
you start and finish at the Dodford Inn!
It was a great shame that
MP’s voted against the motion
on Pub Company reform, but
CAMRA and other organisations
will continue to lobby and apply
pressure on the Government to
fulfil their promise on this matter before time runs out. Sadly
for some licensees time may
have already run out. The circumstances of flooding, drop
off in trade after Christmas and
rising costs all contribute to pub
closures, still at around 26 each
week. We can all do our bit by
supporting our local in the quieter times as well as busy ones.
I hope that spring brings
good weather for walking to the
pub!

The Teme Valley
Brewery
The Talbot
Knightwick
Worcester
WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821235
Fax: 01886 821060
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk
www.temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated at the Talbot at Knightwick which offers accomodation
and distinctive and delicious food made from locally produced ingredients.

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands...

This That T’other blond
3.7% ABV

Virtues of
an easy
drinking
light ale
with vivid
hop aroma.

4.1% ABV
Malt
balanced by
hops. A beer
for the
connoisseur.

3.5% ABV
Light taste
showcases
delicate
Goldings
fragrance.

4.4% ABV
A rich, smooth
character
that is in a
class of its
own.

The “All Saints” Beer Festival
at The Talbot, Knightwick
11th - 12th April 2014
10am - 4pm 13th April 2014
Featuring beers from around the UK
Teme Valley Farmers Market at the Talbot Mar 9th, Apr 13th, May 11th
Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard
First Midland Red route 420

Cheers,
Charlie Ayres,
Editor
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John Maiden and a few helpers hard at work in Worcestershire

Making Cider and Perry in 2013
Here is the band of apple
pickers engaged in gathering
apples for Barker's Best Cyder. That's John in the green
overalls and wellies, and Oh!
We did need our wellies!

natural sugar in the juice into
alcohol.
Several of these containers
are now in the cellar bubbling
away and in a few months
time the perry made from
perry pears and the cider will
be ready to drink.

RIPE AND JUICY
The apples are normally
picked up off the floor,
rather than picked off the
tree. This ensures that they
are ripe and at their juiciest.
From the orchard they are
taken to a hopper and
dropped into a bath of cold
water to wash them; then
through the mill to break them
up into small pieces; wrapped
in hessian and pressed to
remove all the juice and leave
the pulp behind. The pulp is

QUALITY CONTROL

then fed to the cattle on the
farm.
NATURAL FERMENTATION
Once the juice is pumped into
large 1,000 litre containers
they are sealed with an air lock
and the natural yeast on the
apples begins the fermentation process of turning the
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Every visit to the cellar does
however involve a quality
control exercise of checking
the cider from previous years.
The colour and clearness, the
aroma and more importantly
the taste are checked. This
arduous task sometimes occurs when gravity feeding
juice into a container in the
cellar at 10.30am. But someone has to do it...!

What would you pick if you were marooned?

Desert Island Beers
“You are marooned on a deserted island. You have sufficient clothes, food and shelter
and you have the Good Beer
Guide to read. You may
choose eight beers; one beer
related book; one pub or bar
interior and a luxury item to
have on the island with you.
What will your choices be?”
Our first castaway is Glenda
Harvey of Cannon Royall
Brewery and member of Wyre
Forest CAMRA.
EIGHT BEERS
My eight beers, in no particular order, and liable to change
without notice, would be
Holden's Golden Glow and
Bathams Best Bitter, two local,
consistently good ales with

great quaffing qualities. Then
Otter Bright, (well any Otter
really!) followed by Green
Jack Russian Imperial Stout,
for when I want a ‘chewy pudding’ and Dark Star Espresso
for my coffee hit. I would select Enville Ginger as I do like
a ginger beer and, of course,
any Cannon Royall beer (well,
we do brew the beers we like
to drink) but especially Hunny
Bear and Blonde Bombshell
(and if no one's counting carefully Teddy Bear and Canadian
Royall).
BEER BOOK
My beer related book would
be Worcestershire's Historic
Pubs by Keith Turner and Jan
Dobrzynski. The first time I
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picked up this book I flicked
through and began saying
“I've been there, and there,
and there...” As I have visited
most of the pubs in the book
at some point this would bring
back fond memories.
PUB INTERIOR
The pub interior category gave
me more angst than choosing
the beers. Did I go for the Bell,
Pensax or a Cotswold treasure
or the Bell & Cross, Holy
Cross, Clent or, or, or... They
all have great memories for

me but in the end I decided to
choose the bar where I first
began drinking real ale and
spent many a happy session –
The Seven Stars, Oldswinford.
This is now sadly closed and
has been for a few years but
as I began my drinking life
there it has a special place in
my heart.
LUXURY ITEM
My luxury item was going to
be my sewing machine, as I
do a lot of sewing, but then I
wondered how useful it would
be without fabric and haberdashery and so decided on
paper and writing implements
instead. With these I can make
lists, record my thoughts,
keep a diary, write letters for
help… I am presuming there's
no internet access otherwise
I'd go for that!

Worcester CAMRA presentation

Branch Pub of The Year
Members from Worcester
CAMRA were on hand to witness and offer their congratulations to Matt at the Plough,
Fish Street having been voted
Pub of the Year 2013 by
Worcester branch CAMRA
members.
ATMOSPHERE
Branch Chairman
Simon Wiseman,
on presenting the
award, said that
there was always
an amazing line up
of local, low mileage ciders, perry
and beers in tip-top
condition, which
was half the reason
the pub deserved
the award; the
other half of the

13

reason couldn't be captured
on film, and that was the
splendid friendly atmosphere.
MORE DETAILS
More details about the pub
can be found on CAMRA’s
WhatPub website at whatpub.com - or make a visit!

Planning for CAMRA festivals is under way

Worcestershire Festivals 2014
2014 should be another great
year for Worcestershire beer
festival followers. Already the
three CAMRA branches that
make up the Worcestershire
county are holding planning
meetings in order to showcase
the best real ales, ciders and
perries this summer.
KIDDERMINSTER

bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.uk
WORCESTER
The largest festival in the
county will take place from
Thursday 7th to Saturday 9th
August 2014. This three day
event had nearly 14,000 visitors last year and requires
almost military planning. It can
also need the support of the

The newly formed Wyre Forest branch had already set a
date for their festival and it will
take place from Thursday
22nd to Saturday 24th May
2014. The event will again be
held in Kidderminster Town
Hall, Vicar Street, Kidderminster DY10 1DB . More details
can be found on page 23 or at
kiddercamra.wordpress.com
BROMSGROVE
Arrangements for the 12th
Bromsgrove beer festival to
take place at Bromsgrove
Rugby Football Club have
been made. This fantastic
venue has been the home of
this festival for the last 12
years which has gone from
strength to strength.
Often blessed with good
weather, the park provides an
ideal location for a family
friendly event that all can enjoy. The committee have already met and advance plans
indicate that there will be 120
different beers and over 50
different ciders and perries.
The dates for diaries are
Thursday 26th to Saturday
28th June 2014. More details
about opening times and the
festival will be available on the
festival website as they become available at
14

weather gods as conditions
have been tricky in the past.
All details will be available at
worcesterbeerfest.org.uk
VOLUNTEERS
What makes all these events
special is that they are staffed
entirely by CAMRA volunteers
to make them the successes
that they are!

The Clent Club
Pool Furlong
Clent
Nr Stourbridge
DY9 9RE

The Clent Club

Tel 01562 731156
Dawn & Steve Bubb
welcome you
Serving 4 real ales (HPA
permanent and 3 guest
ales) each week plus 2
traditional ciders
 Sky TV Free Wi-Fi
 Best views in Clent
 Warm friendly
atmosphere
 Saturday night
entertainment
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Paul Richards encourages some hill climbing

RambAle Number Six
Remember that really sunny
Sunday in September? Well,
that was because an adventurous group of CAMRA members met at the Lyttelton
Arms, Hagley. They gave
thanks to the Egyptian Sun
God of Ra with a pint of Skipton's Copper Dragon (because
‘RambAle’ starts with ‘Ra’!),
and were blessed with warm
weather for their epic quest
across the Clent Hills.
TO THE WOODS!
From Hagley Hall they trekked
through woods and water to
reach the Fountain Inn, Clent.
Here our adventurers were
rewarded with Banks’s Black
Diamond; a jewel of a dark
bitter with very refreshing

hops, which was enjoyed on
the pub’s outside lounge terrace.
traditional freehouse pub
serves Enville White, which
Our party then ventured onwas very appropriate as the
wards and upwards to the
sun features prominently on
aptly named Hill Tavern, Adthe pump clip! A list of Black
ams Hill, which although not
Country breweries can be
far, was still quite steep. This
seen painted on the pub’s rear
brick wall as you
continue to climb
the Clent Hills. At
the very top are
some excellent
views of the Black
Country, and a
mysterious stone
circle too (though
there was no
chanting).
View from Adam’s Hill, Clent, as the party climbed higher
On and on our
adventurers rolled,
down, down, and south
through the woods to emerge
at the Vine Inn, Clent. This
pub’s beer garden is hidden
well in the base of the Clent
Hills and was very popular
with diners during our visit.
While waiting for sandwiches
a wholesome pint of Adnams
Southwold Bitter was sampled
as well as Thwaites Wainwright; a straw bitter with soft
fruit flavours and named after
an explorer of the Lake District.
HILL CLIMB

GREAT VIEWS
After lunch our heroes headed
back up the road to re-join the
footpath and climbed south to
enjoy a great view of Hagley,
then wandered west over to
St. Leonard’s Church. The
descent found our travellers
once again in need of refreshment, and fortunately the Bell
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& Cross, Holy Cross came into
sight. This village hostelry is
known to have been a pub for
nearly 200 years and is included in CAMRA’s national
inventory of historic pub interiors. The tavern was full with
diners on our explorers’ arrival, so it was resolved to do
some more sun worshipping
with Enville White in the adjacent beer garden.
With the sun still in view, it
would have been wrong not to
visit the Clent Club, Pool Furlong, which was just a furlong
or two away. This social club
featured Hobsons Old Prickly,
Oakham Bishop’s Farewell,
and Clent Cider, a real cider
made from locally grown Clent
apples.
OFF AGAIN
Our pilgrims were once again

called to order, and after a
quick breather by the duck
pond, headed west towards

alfresco.
After six hours of exploring
the terrain, our weary wanderers returned to the Lyttelton
Arms to find many other pilgrims (though it was doubted
that they undertook the same
journey!). Although this RambAle was one of the shorter
routes, our travellers didn’t
seem to think so, mainly because of the hills involved!

Holly Cross Green. Many
yards later, our travellers
came across the French Hen,
Clent, a large eccentric pub
with a French theme, though
the beer convinced our wanderers that they were still in
Blighty. Beers from Grafton,
Green Duck, and Wye Valley
were in excellent form here,
and were once again enjoyed

The next RambAle walk will be
based around Barnt Green,
Alvechurch, and the Worcester to Birmingham canal. We'll
be meeting at the Hopwood
House, Hopwood (B48 7AB)
on Sunday 23rd March from
11am for an 11.15 start. There
will be an optional charge of
£5 per head to contribute to a
lunchtime buffet.

NEXT EVENT
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Local pubs offering CAMRA membership benefits

CAMRA Discount Pubs
All over the country there are
hundreds of pubs offering discounts to card carrying CAMRA
members. The pubs listed here
are members of this scheme
locally.
LATEST ADDITIONS
The Dodford Inn, Dodford, B61
9BG. 10p off a pint.
The Cricketers, Worcester, WR1
3QT.10% off food and drinks.
CURRENT PUBS
The Rising Sun, Redditch, B98
8AE. 20p off a pint (Excludes
Abbots & Ruddles).
The Abbey, Redditch, B98 8AE.
20p off a pint/10p off a half pint.
The Forge Mill, Headless Cross,
B97 5ER. 10p off a pint & 10%
off food.
The Bramley Cottage, Redditch,

B97 5QB. 20p off a pint.
The Railway Inn, Studley, B80
7JS. 10% off a pint & 10% off
food.
The Washford Mill, Studley,
B80 7BD. 20p off a pint.
The Ladybird Inn, Aston
Fields, B60 2DZ. 10p off a pint.
The Wildmoor Oak, Wildmoor, B61 0RB. 10% off food
& drink.
The Old Cock Inn, Droitwich,
WR9 8EA. 10% off a pint.
The Old Hare and Hounds,
Rednal, B45 8UU. 20p off a
pint.
The Rose & Crown, Feckenham, B96 6HS. 50p off a pint
(Mondays only).
The Little Ale House,
Bromsgrove, B61 7DL. 20p off

a pint & 10p off a half pint.
The Cardinal’s Hat, Worcester, WR1 2NA. 50p off a pint
on presentation of Wetherspoon’s voucher.
The Walter de Cantelupe,
Kempsey, WR5 3NA. 10% off
a pint.
To obtain your discount you
must show your CAMRA
membership card. Please note
that offers may be subject to
change or cancellation at any
time.
If any other pub would like
to join the scheme, please call
Doug on 07842 135354 or
email doug@rbcamra.org.uk

FREE HOUSE

REAL ALES:

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL BREWERY
& Guest Beers
Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness
Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes
Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio
All Subject to Availability

Tel: Pub/Restaurant
01564 823386
The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun
18
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A mystery shopper checks out the darker beer styles served around the City

Worcester’s Dark Side
As lovers of darker real ales,
my drinking buddy and I undertook the challenge of researching the pubs of Worcester to see what was on offer.
We initially made a list of ten
pubs to visit and arranged to
meet in the Postal Order,
Foregate Street, handy for
trains arriving at different
times from different directions.
PLAN FOR THE DAY
It was a fine autumn morning
when we arrived with our pub
list ready to plan our strategy
over the first drink of the day coffee (we were saving ourselves for later). Our first idea
had been to do a circular tour
but the opening and closing

times of some of the venues
meant we had to change our
plan to be more of a lopsided
figure of eight.
Plans made, we eagerly set
off for the Paul Pry, The Butts,
but were too early for its midday opening so we went to
the Cricketers, Angel Street
instead - flexibility being the
name of the game! The Cricketers gave us a choice of
Bewdley brewery’s Worcestershire Way, Abbot Ale, Wye
Valley Autumn and Golden
Hen. Not as dark as we would
have liked but I enjoyed my
Worcestershire Way and the
Abbot chosen by my buddy
was said to be fine.
We returned to the Paul Pry,
now happily open, and were
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The Paul Pry bar and beers

overjoyed to find two dark
ales on offer; Popes Hope and
Glory and McMullen AK. Discussing ales with the bartender revealed they also
served Titanic Stout. This
could so easily have turned
into a session but our mission
called and we reluctantly left
to visit the Eagle Vaults, Friar
Street.

PLEASANT SURPRISE
We were pleasantly surprised
to find alongside Banks's Bitter
and Sunbeam, Jennings Arthur's Knight Porter, which
was a tasty brew and quite
satisfied us.
We now had inner rumblings but had cunningly devised our plan to be able to
partake of beer and scotch
eggs at the Cardinals Hat,
Friar Street. There were five
ales on offer, sadly none dark
but reassuringly four were
from local breweries, namely
Malvern Hills Green Pear, Purity Mad Goose, Cannon Royall Teddy Bear and Arrowhead
and Brakspear's Oxford Gold.
We chose Cannon Royall's
Teddy Bear to wash down our
scotch eggs.
From the Cardinals Hat we
retraced our steps and headed
towards The Tything. As we
passed the museum we were
enticed in by an exhibition
claiming to celebrate ‘The
Pint’. As a brief diversion it
was enjoyable but, in my humble but honest opinion, not
worth making a special journey to see.
FORTIFIED
Much fortified by scotch eggs
and culture, we made our way
to the Saracen's Head, The
Tything. My notes reveal that
there was Butcombe, Doombar and Hobson's Twisted
Spire available. We chose the
Butcombe Bitter.
Our next stop was to be the
Dragon Inn, The Tything. We
were aghast to find it closed.
We checked the opening
times displayed, we checked
our watches and though both
agreed it should be open, it
wasn't. This was a disappoint-

Cap ‘N Gown ale selection

ment as the Dragon has been
one of our favoured drinking
venues but we moved onwards and made our way to
the Cap ‘N Gown, Upper
Tything. On the way we discussed what Hook Norton
dark beers we would like to be
on at this Hook Norton pub.
We agreed it would be too
early for 12 Days but Hooky
Dark would be good and Double Stout would be excellent.
On arrival we found that the
two Hook Norton beers available weren't dark at all, being
Hooky and Lion but we were
interested to find Cannon
Royall's Royall Canadian as a
guest. This pleasant mild
cheered us up no end and
fortified us for the long trek to
the Plough, Fish Street.
DELAYED ENTRANCE
On approaching the Plough
we were somewhat dismayed
to see the door was shut, but
great was our relief to see the
door open and Matt put the
board out. Indeed our cheer

Matt and the range of ales at the Plough
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may have been somewhat
louder than we intended as it
attracted quite a bit of attention. Inside we had a choice of
Pardoe's Bumblehole, Church
End Vicar's Ruin, Malvern Hills
Green Pear, Weatheroak Victoria Works, Hobson's Best and
Three Tuns Rantipole. Although none were dark, Matt
advised us that we had just
missed Kinver Black Ram. We
both chose Pardoe's Bumblehole - as it was a former favourite of mine. Strangely my
notes appear somewhat incoherent and all I can recall is
that we took our time over this
one.
Coming towards the end of
our mission we made our way
to the Swan with Two Nicks,
New Street. My notes reveal
that it's cheaper to drink pints
than halves here and apart
from not having a dark beer, I
have no recollection of what
we drank at all.
FINAL DESTINATION
Our final pub was only next
door, so not far to travel at all.
We had saved the King
Charles II, New Street, until
last because of Sadler's Mud
City Stout. This Sadler's and
Craddock’s pub had a fine
selection of nine beers, a convivial atmosphere and was a
fitting end to our dark challenge. We may (or may not)
have consumed several Mud
City Stouts as we awaited
our chauffeur and reflected
on the day, agreeing that
Worcester has its fair share
of cracking pubs and that
several stocked the darker
beers we so hanker after.
Thank you Worcester we
may have to do it again
soon!

Nick Yarwood reviews Wyre Forest CAMRA presentations

Good Beer Guide Awards
The Good Beer Guide was first
published in 1974 and three
Wyre Forest pubs were in that
first edition - the Black Boy,
Wyre Hill Bewdley, the Chester Tavern, Kidderminster and
the Hare & Hounds, Broadwaters. Various local pubs have
been in the Guide since then
and some have achieved notable continuous records of
serving great beers. Currently,
two have long unbroken records up to the current edition.
TEN YEARS
In Bewdley, the Old Waggon &
Horses is a popular community pub. In the summer the
garden terrace is filled with
visitors enjoying the sunshine,
flowers and the ever popular
Batham’s Best Bitter. This is its

Wyre Forest CAMRA members celebrate with Denise at the Old Waggon & Horses

10th year in the Guide and the
picture shows landlady Denise
Eaton with regulars and
CAMRA members celebrating
at a recent presentation of a
special ten year award.
25 YEARS

Sample our award
winning ales at:

The Bell, Pensax has notched
up twenty five continuous
years in the Guide since 1989 a real mark of consistently
offering good beer and good
cheer to all who have passed
through the doors over a quar-

ter of a century.
Twenty five years is a rare
achievement and making it
into the 2014 Good Beer
Guide makes it twenty six.
John and Trudy Greaves, pictured celebrating the achievement, have kept the pub for
over half that time and serve
some of the very best beers in
the area in a friendly country
pub atmosphere.
Photos: Colin Hill

THE PLOUGH
Shenstone
Worcestershire
DY10 4DL
Tel: 01562 777340
Beer Garden, Real Fire
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing.

THE SWAN
High St
Chaddesley Corbett
DY10 4SD
Tel: 01562 777302
Restaurant, Real Fire,
Beer garden, Live Jazz.

John & Trudy Greaves receiving their award for 25 years in the Good Beer Guide
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CAMRA National Pub of the Year Presentation

Lancashire Pub is Best in Britain
A sleepy village pub has been
thrust into the limelight after
being named the best in the
UK by CAMRA, the Campaign
for Real Ale.
IDYLLIC SETTING
In an idyllic setting across
from a small stream and sur-

rounded by green fields, The
Swan with Two Necks, Pendleton, Lancashire, has beat
off competition from over
57,000 pubs across the UK to
be crowned CAMRA’s National Pub of the Year.
Steve Dilworth, landlord of
The Swan with Two Necks,
said he was
delighted and
proud to have
been judged
CAMRA's
National Pub
Of The Year.
He has been
at The Swan
with Two
Necks for 27
years and
thinks of it as

The Anchor Inn
Eckington

Real Ales & Ciders Excellent Food
Bar Lounge Restaurant Accommodation
Pensioners Lunches Wednesday Sunday Lunches
Thursday Steak Special Live Music Friday Nights
Large Car Park Coaches Welcome
www.AnchorEckington.co.uk
Tel: 01386 750356
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a hidden gem. He said it was
an achievement not only for
him, but for his dedicated staff
and a great boost for the community.
Pubs are judged by CAMRA
on a variety of criteria such as
atmosphere, level of service,
value for money and community focus, with extra weighting of course given to the
quality of their real ale, cider
and perry.
MASSIVE ACHIEVEMENT
CAMRA’s Pubs Director Julian
Hough said that being named
the overall Pub of the Year
was a massive achievement.
The Swan with Two Necks
really is the best of the best,
having beaten rival pubs at
every step, in a process which
starts at a local level and takes
a full twelve months to complete. It is a wonderfully welcoming pub that serves a fantastic pint, and is popular with
regulars and visiting tourists
alike, in a quintessentially
British, rural setting.
CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
2014 certainly encourages a
visit, mentioning the homemade food, the outdoor seating in the garden and in front
of the pub, the beautifully kept
village and cosy open fires in
winter months. The range of
beers served is excellent with
Copper Dragon Golden Pippin
a regular ale.
FINALISTS
The three other finalists were,
in alphabetical order, The
Hope in Carshalton, The Horse
and Jockey in Stapleford, and
The Old Spot Inn in Dursley.
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Quick Halves

nut Tree, Landsdowne Road,
Worcester.

 The Belbroughton Club,
Belbroughton has been taken
over by Sadler’s Ales in terms
of day to day running. Now
serving three Sadler's ales plus
a local cider or perry. At the
moment Barbourne Golden
Drop. Visitors are welcome.
Food is locally sourced and
includes home made Scotch
eggs and pies.

 The Oak Apple, Spetchley
Road on the way to Whittington and the M5 J7 has four
real ales from the Marston's
list. Renowned for being a
community pub with good
value food, it's open all day
11am to 11pm and serves
food up to 9pm. You can
usually get a beer from
Wychwood or Jennings.

they drank the barrel dry.
Richard and Sarah then went on
for an ale filled honeymoon in
York. Congratulations!

 The Black Horse, Redditch is
currently shut and boarded up.
There are rumours that it may
re-open as a restaurant.
 The Coach & Horses, Astwood
Bank is being developed into a
crèche.
 Planning permission is being
sought to build ten new homes
and a number of retail outlets
including a restaurant on the
site of the Raven Hotel, Droitwich.
 The Dodford Inn, Dodford has
announced via its Facebook
page that a Winter beer festival
will take place on Friday 28th
February to Sunday 2nd March.
Featuring over 20 real ales and
live music across the weekend.
Visit the pub website for more
details. www.dodfordinn.co.uk
 To help celebrate the recent
marriage of Richard Purcell and
Sarah Oxford, two active Wyre
Forest CAMRA members,
Cannon Royall brewed and
donated a special beer for their
evening reception at the Stone
Manor, Mustow Green. Entitled
‘Mr and Mrs Purcell's Perfect
Match’, the beer was a decided
hit with the wedding party and

 The Anchor Inn, Diglis Road
by Diglis Basin, is open again
after a refurbishment. They
have four real ales from the
Marston's list and are again
doing good value large
breakfasts. The new landlords
say, “it's going to be a real
pub”.
 The Winning Post, Pope Iron
Road, Worcester now has it's
own fledgling brewery in
premises opposite the pub.
Jim Wonders, the retied head
brewer from Cannon Royall is
assisting with the brews.
 The Hook Norton pub, the
Cap 'N Gown, Upper Tything,
has Jon and Anouska as its
new landlords. A range of
Hook Norton beers are
available, as is a large screen
TV to watch football. There
will be live music and cold
snacks. The pub is also dog
friendly.
 John Barker's cider and perry
are now available in the Paul
Pry, The Butts and the Chest26

 The Coach & Horses,
Weatheroak is currently
stocking five beers from the
on-site Weatheroak Hill
brewery. One of these featuring regularly is Indian Summer, a light, easy drinking
session beer.
 Mark Roskell has retired
from the Lark, Studley in
Warwickshire after being the
landlord for seventeen years.
 The Lime Bar, Bromsgrove
(also previously known as the
Hundred House and the
Merlin) is currently closed and
boarded up.
 Coventry CAMRA beer
festival takes place on 4th-5th
April 2014 at Coventry Rugby
Football Ground, Butts Arena,
Butts Road, Coventry. Over 80
beers plus ciders and perries
will be available. The opening
times are 12 noon - 4pm and
6pm - 11pm on both days.
 The Penny Black, Kidderminster is holding a beer festival
from Friday 28th February Sunday 2nd March. The
festival will be featuring Welsh
beers.

Pubs worth seeking out

Little Gems
BELL INN, BELL LANE,
ALDWORTH, BERKSHIRE
This great classic rural pub and
former CAMRA National, Regional and Branch Pub of the
Year, features a timeless interior
and a capacious garden for hot
days. It has been in the same
family since the 18th century
and with more than 250 years of
history, it is now in the
fifth generation of ownership.
Originally a cruckframed hall, it has been
much changed over the
years and has two public
rooms with a servery
between. The servery has
sliding glass panels on
two sides and hatches for
service. The tap room

features a quarry tiled floor
and gigantic inglenook fireplace, whilst the L-shaped
right hand bar, formed in the
early 1970’s, has a log burner.
A wide range of delicious
hot rolls and soups is served.
Five regular local ales are
served and draught local ciders are increasingly popular.
The pub features in the
CAMRA Historic pub interiors
register and a visit is highly
recommended.

83 Newtown Road
Malvern WR14 1PD
01684 439104

The best little pub
in Malvern
Butcombe Bitter
always on Tap
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Meetings & Events
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
You are most welcome to attend our meetings.
All meetings start at 8pm unless stated.

Wyre Forest branch (Contact Nick on 07951 024154)
www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk
Tue 4 Mar
Wed 12 Mar
Tue 1 Apr
Tue 6 May
Sun 18 May

Branch meeting - Station Inn, Farfield, Kidderminster DY10 1UG
Skittles Evening - Squirrel Inn, Alveley WV15 6LW (joint social)
Branch meeting - Chester Road Sports & Social Club,
Kidderminster DY10 1TH
Branch meeting - Olde Seven Stars, Kidderminster DY10 2BG
Beer Festival Setup (12pm) - Kidderminster Town Hall DY10 1DB

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (Contact Paul on 07974 889553)
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Sat 15 Mar
Tue 25 Mar
Sat 12 Apr
Tue 22 Apr
Sat 10 May
Tue 27 May

Social - Rail trip to Sheffield
Branch meeting - Coach & Horses, Weatheroak B48 7EA
Social - Pub Crawl of Rugby via rail
Branch meeting - Old Cock, Droitwich WR9 8EQ
Social - Minibus trip of Black Country pubs
Branch AGM – Aston Fields Social Club, Bromsgrove B60 3EG

Worcester branch (Contact Simon on 01684 563857)
www.worcestercamra.org.uk
Wed 12 Mar
Sat 15 Mar
Tue 25 Mar
Weds 9 Apr
Sat 26 Apr

Branch meeting - Great Malvern Hotel, Great Malvern WR14 2HN
Social - Gloucester brewery minibus trip
Social - Walter de Cantelupe, Kempsey WR5 3NA
Branch meeting - Plough, Upton WR8 0HY
Social - Warwickshire brewpubs minibus tour

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on 01386 761313)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA Beer Festivals
Coventry Beer Festival (see page 26)
Walsall Beer Festival
Walsall Town Hall, Walsall WS1 1PT
3 - 5 April 2014
16th Stourbridge Beer Festival
Stourbridge Town Hall, Stourbridge DY8 1YE
25 - 28 April 2014
Kidderminster Beer Festival
Kidderminster Town Hall, Kidderminster DY10 1DB
22 - 24 May 2014
For more information on your local branch go to
www.pinttaken.org.uk
Items for publication should be sent by 30th April 2014
© Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2014
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Pint Taken is published by the
Redditch & Bromsgrove,
Wyre Forest and
Worcester branches of the
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA)
www.pinttaken.org.uk
9000 copies are distributed to
real ale pubs in and around the
county of Worcestershire.
The views expressed in
Pint Taken are not
necessarily those of the
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
To subscribe to Pint Taken for a
year, send four C5 stamped
addressed envelopes to
Subscriptions,
192 Exhall Close,
Redditch,
B98 9JA
Contributions, letters, pub
reports and news are always
welcome. Please write to
Pint Taken,
3 Oakalls Avenue,
Bromsgrove,
B60 2LP
email:
editor@pinttaken.org.uk
Advertising rates are
available from:
advert@pinttaken.org.uk.
Worcestershire County
Council
Trading Standards
County Hall
Worcester, WR5 2NP
Tel: 08454040506
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards
CAMRA Ltd:
230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201
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And Finally...
Pint Taken update...
At the seminar held last September a number of really
useful suggestions were made
and implemented. Firstly Pint
Taken is on Facebook. Over
the next year this will be developed to keep those who
‘like’ our page up to date with
all things Pint Taken related,
such as when the latest editions are available and news
snippets too.
There is already a Pint
Taken website where previous
editions are available to view
or download. The website
address is pinttaken.org.uk
To assist with submitting
articles some simple tips are
here. A more detailed summary will be available on the

Pint Taken website for information.
Email is the preferred
method of submission and
files should be sent in using
text or word format. Please
don’t spend time creating
fancy text effects or styles as
they will have to be converted
to the magazine format. Please
use CAMRA not Camra or
camra! Do be aware that items
above 450 words are almost
impossible to fit in and may
either be split over two issues
or dropped! Do be careful
about libellous or defamatory
remarks. Pictures always enhance an article, but be sure
you have permission to use it
and think about what is in
them!
Finally please do send your
articles in - it’s your magazine
too!

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE
01299
896677
Worcestershire CAMRA
Pub of the Year
2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and
2010
West Midlands Region
Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007
At least five real ales, all from
independent and micro-breweries
Real Cider and Perry
Home made food available
Lunchtime Specials
Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30
(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11
Sun 12-10.30

Near Abberley on the B4202

See website
for
more details
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Worcestershire’s hidden gem


Rediscover a ‘REAL’ pub



Modern British menu



Locally sourced produce



Good Beer Guide 2012 & 2013
The Old Chestnut Tree Inn, Lower Moor, WR10 2NZ
Tel: 01386 860380 www.oldchestnuttreeinn.co.uk
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