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The Teme Valley Brewery 

The Talbot 

Knightwick 

Worcester 

WR6 5PH 
 

Tel: 01886 821235 

Fax: 01886 821060 
 info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk 

The Teme Valley Brewery is 

situated at the Talbot at 

Knightwick which offers 

accomodation and distinctive 

and delicious food made from 

locally produced ingredients. 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

That This T’other blond 

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 

with vivid 
hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

Party beer from 16 to 72 pints, please contact the brewery by phone or  

email at least 3 days before collection. 

All Saints Beer Festival at The Talbot 

From Friday 10th - Sunday 12th April.  

Live Music Saturday Evening  

Festival open all day Friday and Saturday  

and until 4pm on Sunday 

For more details please call 01886 821235 

Teme Valley Farmer’s Market at The Talbot 

Sunday March 8 & Sunday April 12 2015 

Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard 

First Midland Red route 420 
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Pint Taken is published by the 

Redditch & Bromsgrove,  

Wyre Forest and  

Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

9000 copies are distributed to 

real ale pubs in and around the 

county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  

Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  

Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken for a 

year, send four C5 stamped 

addressed envelopes to  

Subscriptions,  

192 Exhall Close,  

Redditch,  

B98 9JA 

Contributions, letters, pub  

reports and news are always  

welcome. Please write to 

Pint Taken,  

4 Tilehouse,  

 Redditch,  

B97 4PL 

email: 

 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  

available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  

Council 

Trading Standards 

County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 

Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/

tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 

230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 

Tel: 01727 867201 

Guest Editoreale 

 Hi, my name’s Paul Richards and I’m filling in as this season’s guest 

editor after Charlie Ayres announced his retirement in the Winter edition. 

At the West Midlands Regional Awards Ceremony in December, CAMRA 

Regional Director Gary Timmons named Pint Taken as the West  

Midlands Regional Magazine of the Year. I’m sure you’ll join everyone 

involved with Pint Taken in raising a glass to thank Charlie for producing 

the last thirty-two editions of the magazine. 

 In February I  caught up with Redditch MP Karen Lumley and present-

ed her with CAMRA’s manifesto of pubs and real ale at Redditch Winter 

Ale Festival. You can find out how to persuade your local leaders to  

commit to protecting our pubs on page 21.   

 Spring is traditionally the time of new life and awakening, and brewers 

like to blend in with nature by adding brighter flavours to their beer to 

wake up our slumbering taste buds. I hope that this edition  

inspires you to ‘Spring’ into 

action by visiting some 

pubs; both old favourites 

and new ventures, and take 

part in some of CAMRA’s  

campaigns and activities.  

 

Cheers! 

Paul Richards, Guest Editor 
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A warm welcome was given by the locals of the 

Seven Stars in Headless Cross, Redditch when 

members of Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 

stopped by to present their Autumn Pub of the 

Season Award.   

 

MORE BEER 

 

After a series of closures in 2014, licensee  

Richard Maeirs took on the lease and increased 

the range of beers from two to four real ales, and 

also introduced a range of real ciders through a 

cider festival. The pub regularly stocks Robinsons’ 

Dizzy Blonde, a straw-coloured beer brewed in 

Stockport and uses American Amarillo hops.    

 

Branch Chairman Paul Richards said: ‘It’s a test-

ing time for pubs and it’s very upsetting for the 

local community when pubs shut their doors and 

their future is unknown. Richard and Sharon are 

doing a fantastic job and it’s great to see the pub 

in safe hands again’. 

 

COMMUNITY PUB 

 

The Seven Stars is a traditional friendly local pub 

and hosts darts, pool, and  regular live music 

events. There is a large, comfortable split-level 

lounge for watching sports and a well-furnished 

snug for conversation.  

 

The pub now offers 20 pence off a pint of real ale 

for card-carrying CAMRA members. 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Presentation 

Autumn Award 

See website 

for 

more details 
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The Fir Tree in Dunhampstead has re-opened after 

undergoing refurbishment. Three beers have been 

spotted on the bar including Wye Valley HPA, 

Otter Bitter and Sharp’s Doom Bar. Food themed 

evenings are also held such as Bangers & Mash 

nights on Mondays and Pie & Pudding nights.   

 

The Forge Mill in Redditch is currently closed. 

Owned by Enterprise, the pub hosted an open day 

for potential tenants in February, but little is 

known about its future. 

 

After a local campaign to prevent its closure, the 

Old Bush in Callow End near Worcester has  

re-opened. New licensees Matt and Karen offer 

two beers from Hook Norton brewery and a  

regular guest ale. Home-cooked food 

is also served and there is live music 

on Friday evenings.   

 

The Manchester Arms in Romsley  

was noted to be shut in December. 

Punch Taverns  are currently complet-

ing maintenance work on the building 

and hope to have it re-opened shortly. 

 

The Greyhound in Bromsgrove has re-

opened under new management. 

Sharp’s Doom Bar and Wye Valley 

HPA have been spotted at the bar. It 

is no longer operating under the  

Number Works Pub Company. 

 

The Brook Inn near Callow Hill in  

Redditch is currently closed. A sign in 

the pub’s car park states that it is  

re-opening soon under new  

management.  

 

   

  

The Oak Tree in Rednal is now serving up to six 

real ales from the Marstons’ range. 

 

We are sad to announce that the Bewell Head 

Club, just off Stourbridge Road in Bromsgrove, 

has gone into administration. The future of the 

club is not yet known. 

 

Fancy a walk? You can now catch up with our 

RambAle walks on the Redditch & Bromsgrove 

CAMRA branch website. As well as full directions  

of each walk, you can also click through to an 

interactive map and even  download routes to a 

sat-nav or smartphone. Just visit the website, 

www.rbcamra.org.uk, to get started.  

 

Feckenham Cricket Club are busy planning a beer 

festival for the Whitsun bank holiday weekend. 

The festival will feature food and live music, and 

will run from Friday until Monday. 

 

After an extensive three year refurbishment, The 

Jockey Inn at Baughton near Upton-on-Severn 

has re-opened as a bar and restaurant, and is 

stocking Wye Valley HPA.  
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Over two thousand pints of real ale, cider and 

perry were served at the Redditch Winter Ale 

Fest, which was held at the  Rocklands Social 

Club in February. 

 

FIRST FIRKIN 

 

Head Brewer John Nowacki of Ambridge brewery 

was first on the scene to launch a new pale bitter 

named Jester. Brewed in Inkberrow, this beer 

was brewed using a new variety of hop grown in 

Worcestershire at Ali Capper’s hop farm in  

Suckley. The beer was one of the first firkins to 

sell out and was voted as one of the festival  

favourites, alongside Saltaire’s Elderflower Blonde 

and the Shed brewery’s Spotted Cock. Cider and 

perry drinkers were equally impressed, voting 

Green Valley’s Rum Tiddly Tum from Devon as 

their top tipple. 

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

 

Redditch MP Karen Lumley was one of over five 

hundred people who attended the festival and 

sampled some of the thirty-five real ales on offer. 

It gave CAMRA Membership Secretary Doug 

Robinson and Branch Chairman Paul Richards a 

great opportunity to chat with Ms Lumley about 

the branch’s current activities and to present her 

with CAMRA’s manifesto for pubs and real ale. 

 

As well as providing a great atmosphere for rugby 

fans to watch England’s triumph over Wales, the 

festival also welcomed seven new CAMRA mem-

bers and raised over £180 for charity. Zoe’s Place, 

the only baby specific hospice in the West  

Midlands, provides respite care for babies and 

infants suffering from life-limiting or life-

threatening conditions. 

 

FESTIVAL FACES 

 

Festival Organiser Richard Wood said: ‘It was 

great to see old and new faces at the festival and 

we hope that everyone enjoyed the event’. 

 

Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA are now  

making preparations for Bromsgrove beer 

festival; and the dates will be published as soon 

as the go-ahead is given. Keep an eye on the 

event’s website for details: 

 

www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.uk 

Redditch Winter Ales Festival 2015 

Winter Festival makes welcome return 
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It’s full steam ahead for Wyre Forest CAMRA’s 

three day Kidderminster Beer Festival, arriving at 

Kidderminster Town Hall on Thursday 21 May. 

This year’s event will have up to sixty real ales 

and fifteen ciders and perries, and has a railway 

theme to celebrate the 50
th
 Anniversary of the 

Severn Valley Railway. 

Showcasing an embarrassment of riches from the 

many splendid local breweries, there’ll also be 

beers with a railway connection from across the 

country, as well as real Ciders, Perries and wines 

from local cider makers and vineyards. Hot food 

and snacks will also be available, as well as soft 

drinks for designated drivers. 

 

OPENING HOURS 

 

The festival opens on Thursday 21 May at 4pm 

for CAMRA members and invited trade guests, 

and to the public at 6pm. On Friday 22
nd

 the doors 

open at 11am and will feature plenty of lively 

evening entertainment. On Saturday 

23 May the start time is again from 

11am and there’ll be a tutored beer 

tasting for anyone that wishes to 

know a little more about their fa-

vourite hoppy malty beverage. Last 

orders is at 11pm on Thursday and 

Friday, and 9pm on Saturday. 

 

Visitors will be invited to vote for 

their favourite Beer or Cider of the 

Festival and the festival will also be 

hosting a regional round of the 

Champion Beer of Britain for Real 

Ale in a Bottle. 

 

 

Wyre Forest CAMRA invites you to climb aboard 

Kidderminster Beer Festival 2015 

Kidderminster Town Hall is an ideal venue, easy 

to find, well signposted and has lots of travel 

options that support sensible drinking. It’s just a 

short walk from the Severn Valley Railway and 

Kidderminster mainline stations; the town’s bus 

station is just around the corner and there’s a taxi 

rank right outside.  

 

FESTIVAL CHARITY  

 

This year’s chosen local charity is Kidderminster 

Prostate Cancer Support Group who are fundrais-

ing towards the Worcestershire Acute Hospitals 

NHS Charitable Trust’s target of £1.6million to 

purchase a surgical robot system; Rory the  

Robot, for county-wide use. It allows surgeons to 

perform a minimally invasive surgical treatment 

for prostate cancer. Visitors to the Beer Festival 

can support it by donating any unused beer  

tokens as they leave.  

 

For collectors of pump clips and other beer-

related memorabilia, there’ll be the opportunity to 

purchase items kindly donated by local publicans 

and brewers, with the proceeds going towards 

Rory the Robot.   

 

Entrance will be by the purchase of a convenient 

£10 Beer Kit, made up of a £2 refundable glass, 

£8 worth of Beer Tokens for CAMRA members 

and £6 in Beer Tokens for non-members to get 

you started at the bar. See you there in May? 



10 



11 

A large group of appreciative real ale fans raised a 

glass at the presentation of Pub of the Autumn to 

the Weavers Real Ale House on Comberton Hill, 

Kidderminster, in November. The pub, which is a 

relative newcomer to the scene, has firmly estab-

lished a reputation for a great range of superbly 

presented ales and ciders in a friendly atmos-

phere, where conversation flows easily. Pictured 

is licensee Richard Davis accepts the award from 

Wyre Forest CAMRA chairman Nick Yarwood 

cheered on by regulars and CAMRA members. 

Autumn Pub of the Season 

Quick 

Halves 

Worcester CAMRA now have an 

internet mailing list for their 

young members to keep up to 

date. You can also join in the fun 

through Facebook (Worcester 

CAMRA Young Members). To 

subscribe, just send an e-mail to  

youngmembers@ 

worcestercamra.org.uk.  

 

The Dodford Inn near  

Bromsgrove is currently closed. 

There are plans to re-open the 

pub in April under new licensees.  

 

Hidden away between  

Redditch and Bromsgrove, the 

New Tardebigge Inn is now  

selling real ale. So far Old  

Speckled Hen and Sharp’s Doom 

Bar have been spotted at the 

bar, and there is 10% off a pint 

for card-carrying CAMRA  

members. 

 

The Bird in Hand, in Stockwood 

near Inkberrow, is currently shut. 

The pub is currently boarded up 

and the future of the pub is 

unknown. 
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News from our CAMRA friends  over the border... 

Regional News 

SADDLE UP FOR MORE BEER 

 

Sadler’s brewery in Lye near Stourbridge has just 

completed work on a new 40 barrel brewery. It 

features an entertainment room to host beer 

tastings and is just a stone’s throw away from the 

Windsor Castle taphouse. 

 

ALES ON THE RAILS 

 

Young CAMRA members (and those young at 

heart) are invited to a Rail Ale crawl organised by 

Stourbridge and Halesowen CAMRA. You can 

climb aboard from noon on Saturday 7
th
 March, 

departing from the Badelynge Bar (Green Duck) in 

Stourbridge. 

 

RETURN OF THE MILD 

 

Highgate Dark Mild is back at the bar and is 

brewed to its original recipe thanks to the  

efforts of the Davernports 

brewery in Smethwick. The 

beer was traditionally brewed 

at the Highgate brewery in 

Walsall  but production 

ceased in 2010.  

 

 

ALES ACCELERATE IN ALCESTER 

 

Following a winter closure, The Holly Bush in 

Alcester has re-opened as a managed house 

under the Everards brewery in Leicestershire. 

The nearby Three Tuns is currently being  

refurbished and is expected to re-open in March. 

 

NO DIRECTION 

 

Fans of the Great Welsh Beer & Cider Festival will 

be disappointed this year as the Millennium  

Stadium is to play host to a boy band. The  

organisers are concerned that there will be a 

shortage of volunteers on alternative dates, but 

are looking into the possibility of a more modest 

festival later in the year. 
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The Clent Club 

Pool Furlong 

Clent 

Nr Stourbridge 

DY9 9RE 

 
Tel 01562 730 279 
 

Dawn & Steve Bubb  

welcome you 

 

Serving 4 real ales (HPA 

permanent and 3 guest 

ales) each week plus 2 

traditional ciders 

 

 Sky TV Free Wi-Fi 

 Best views in Clent 

 Warm friendly  

atmosphere 

 Saturday night  

entertainment 

The Clent Club 

Mild is a traditional British beer style that is becoming increasingly rare, 

so once a year in May CAMRA members across the country put on 

events to bring the delights of drinking Mild to the attention of the drink-

ing public. This year the CAMRA West Midlands Mild in May day is being 

held in the city of Worcester on Saturday 16 May 2015, and many of the 

city’s pubs will be stocking a mild for an Ale Trail. 

 

Mild beers are black to dark brown to pale amber in colour and come in a 

variety of styles from warming roasty ales to light refreshing lunchtime 

thirst quenchers. Malty and possibly sweet tones dominate the flavour 

profile but there may be a light hop flavour or aroma. Slight diacetyl 

(toffee/butterscotch) flavours are not inappropriate. Alcohol levels are 

typically low (less that 4.3%), but there are some exceptions such as 

Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby Mild (6.0%). Pale milds tend to have a lighter, 

more fruity aroma with gentle hoppiness while dark milds may have a 

light roast malt or caramel character in aroma and taste. 

 

If you’re not keen to try a mild, the day will be a great opportunity to  

explore pubs in the historic city of Worcester. An Ale Trail leaflet is  

currently being produced which will shortly appear on the Worcester 

CAMRA branch website: www.worcester.camra.org.uk 

Worcester CAMRA invite you to their city Ale Trail 

Wild for Mild 



14 

Droitwich pub raises money for charity 

Mystery Ale revealed 

Over the course of November, The Gardeners 

Arms in Droitwich ran an Autumnal Beer Festival, 

featuring 12 different beers over 22 days with 

discounts for CAMRA members. And halfway 

through the festival, a mystery beer was featured 

to raise money for Wye Valley’s chosen charity; 

Primrose Hospice in Bromsgrove. 

Customers had the opportunity of 

guessing the ale to win a year’s 

membership to the CAMRA. The 

lucky winner  was Jamie Gamble of 

Droitwich, who correctly identified 

Wye Valley’s Butty Bach. 

Pictured here to congratulate him is 

Wye Valley Brewery rep Julie  

Allen,  Redditch and Bromsgrove 

CAMRA’s Chairman and Membership 

Secretary Paul Richards, and Doug 

Robinson, Droitwich Food and 

Drink’s Festival organiser Patrick 

Davies and licensee Simon Berry of 

the Gardeners Arms. A special thank you was 

mentioned to Wye Valley’s Managing Director 

Vernon Amor and licensee Simon Berry for  

donating the barrel for charity. 

Friar St, Droitwich 

Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 

Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

An award winning traditional pub that 

offers a friendly atmosphere and staff 

who are always pleased to see you.  

 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA  

Pub of the Year 2011 

www. 

thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 

 

01905 770155 

The  

HOP POLE 
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Volunteers of Bromsgrove Beer Festival were 

treated to a tour of Bedford in October, which 

included a visit to the Bedford CAMRA Beer Festi-

val. The trip was based around three counties and 

took in Ampthill, Aylesbury and Abingdon.  

 

The ‘Triple A’ tour began spectacularly at the 

Albion in Ampthill, which was a wonderful old 

Victorian fronted pub that was filled with pub sign 

memorabilia, especially in the beer garden at the 

back. Completely by chance the pub was holding 

a Day and Night festival that weekend based on 

light and dark ales. 

The Albion is part 

of the Banks and 

Taylor pub chain 

and every day is a 

beer festival there 

with 12 hand pulls 

available. On the 

light side the 

beers included 

Banks and Taylor 

Dragonslayer and 

Shefford Bitter 

along with York 

Guzzler, and on the dark side Banks and Taylor 

Plum Porter, 1648 Black Velvet and Castle Rock 

Black Gold. Landlord Russell Fletcher made every-

one feel so welcome that in the end it proved 

quite hard to drag ourselves away. This is       

definitely a place to revisit in the future and well 

worth a major detour if anyone is in the area.  

TO BEDFORDSHIRE 

The Bedford festival itself was very good and 

there was still an excellent selection of beers on 

offer for a Saturday afternoon, plus an extensive 

foreign beer bar upstairs. Bedford itself proved to 

be architecturally a pleasant surprise for those 

that hadn’t been before, and visitors took the time 

to look around and sample a few of the local hos-

telries. Most people went for either the Three 

Cups or the Wellington, with the latter being in 

the same chain as the Albion and again sporting 

12 hand-pulls. The interior of the Wellington was 

similarly striking and the excellent range of beers 

on offer included Banks and Taylor Dragon’s 

Gold, Born Free and Golden Fox as well as the 

Reedley Hallows Monkholme Premium.  

Next stop on the list was the Hop Pole in       

Aylesbury, which is the home of the Aylesbury 

Brewing Company (ABC). This wonderful pub had 

10 hand pulls on the bar and two beers on     

stillage in the ale and wine shop at the back of 

the pub. The shop is like Aladdin’s beer cave and 

sits right next to the brewery, whose vessels and 

other equipment can be viewed through the 

glass. The beer range on offer was very varied 

with the ABC “Occultation” and “Pure Gold” com-

plemented by “Gravitas” and “Fallback” from 

sister brewery Vale. The Head Brewer at ABC is 

the deputy brewer at Vale, and the equipment at 

the Hop Pole was transferred from Vale when it 

stepped up its volumes and moved premises. 

When asked about the ABC range we discovered 

that the “Pure Gold” is the only permanent beer, 

Mark Collinson organises a ‘Triple -A’ Tour 

Up the wooden hill to Bedfordshire 
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LAST ORDERS 

Our last port of call was Abingdon, which we got 

to with just enough light to appreciate the lovely 

architecture that the city offers. Its three Good 

Beer Guide pubs are all in a triangle around the 

river, and the party split into smaller groups to try 

the different locations. Most people either stayed 

in the Nags Head or ended up there to meet the 

coach, and this was a very popular food-

orientated establishment. The 7 hand pumps 

available were again very diverse in origin and 

included Butts Mudskipper, Caledonian Nag’s 

Island Ale (which is provided for the pub), Loddon          

Ferryman’s Gold and Arkells Wiltshire Gold.  

and every other beer is only brewed once. As an 

example they explained that the Milton Keynes 

CAMRA had asked them to brew last year’s beer 

of the festival again (a wonderful Calico stout), 

but ABC had declined because it the whole ethos 

of the brewery was to experiment. A tragic loss to 

the stout world, it seems. 

SPOILED FOR CHOICE 

We were spoiled for choice all day with the great 

pubs, and it’s a pity that these aren’t all located in 

commuting distance from the Midlands. Having 

said that, one person said of the Albion that he 

was in an odd way pleased it was not at the   

bottom of his road, as he would spend more time 

there than at home. I couldn’t agree more, and for 

me the Albion was the highlight of the day. 

Social Secretary Mark Collinson organises   

monthly social trips for CAMRA members but all 

are welcome. Future trips include Bishop’s Castle 

and Shropshire in April, Banbury Beer Festival and 

nearby pubs in May, and a re-run of last year’s 

popular trip to the Wye and Usk Valleys in June 

(see Winter edition for a full report!). For details, 

please contact Mark: mark@rbcamra.org.uk 
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Just one year ago in February, Wyre Forest  

CAMRA fledged to become a full branch out of 

Kidderminster sub-branch. Branch membership is 

now 352; up from 190 two years ago, and it’s 

great to see over twenty  members taking part in 

branch meetings on the first Tuesday at a  

different pub each month. And a lot has been 

achieved by its members in that year! 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Another successful Kidderminster Beer Festival in 

May saw over 900 people tasting beer from the 

coast as well as local breweries. Visitors enjoyed 

a tutored beer tasting, and a record 60 new  

members joined! We presented Fownes Brewery 

of Dudley with a certificate to celebrate Kovak’s 

Triumph being voted Local Beer of the Festival, 

and the themed Beer of the Festival was  

awarded to Hop Monster from the Coastal  

Brewery in Redruth. 

 

In July the new member evening at The Swan, 

Kidderminster, hosted ‘Meet the Brewer’ with Ian 

Davies and Dave & Carol Kelly of Kinver Brewery, 

who entertained us with stories behind the 

names of beers such as Half Centurion,  

Full Centurion and Vintage 57. 

 

AWAD WINNING PUBS 

   

We’ve made presentations for Pub of the Season 

to the Rising Sun in Bewdley (Spring), Weavers at 

Park Lane (Summer) and the Weavers Real Ale 

House on Comberton Hill (Autumn). And our 

annual Pub of the Year Award went to Ye Olde 

Seven Stars in Kidderminster (Gold), the Station 

Inn in Kidderminster (Silver), and the 

Anchor at Caunsall (Bronze). 

 

We’ve visited local breweries such as  

Enville, Wye Valley and Worcestershire Brew-

ing to take a look around, hear their stories, 

and sampled the beers at their 

source. We’ve enjoyed trips to beer  

festivals at Hereford, Bromsgrove and Bir-

mingham, both as visitors and helping out 

behind the bar, with further festival and 

brewery visits planned for 2015! 

 

CAMRA members rate their beers  

whenever they visit a pub. Every year the top 

local beer scorers gain a token of recognition 

in beer for their efforts which helps us select our 

beers for the CAMRA Good Beer Guide. This year 

kindly donated by Bewdley, Fownes, Kinver and 

Popes breweries – delicious and  very  much 

appreciated! 

 

The year has also seen a number of new and 

refurbished pubs open across the branch area 

including The Weavers in the Park,  

Kidderminster, the Black Star in Stourport and 

most recently, the Great Western in Bewdley. 

Naturally we were there! 

 

STILL WORK TO DO 

 

But there have also been pubs lost or threatened, 

often without community support for the  

changes. Both the Angel in Bewdley and the 

Squirrel in Areley Kings have been lost to Tesco; 

while the Yew Tree and the King Billy; both in  

Kidderminster; are earmarked for housing. There 

are others still at risk.  

 

Wyre Forest District Council seem largely  

indifferent to local feelings and the local MPs 

could do a lot more by supporting and voting in 

the House of Commons for a change in national 

legislation, so that any change of use for a pub 

requires planning permission, not just those  

registered as Assets of Community Value. At 

present there is none required for a change to a 

similar retail use, and that gives pub companies 

and developers a free hand, usually without any 

warning. Bear that in mind when they ask for 

your vote…. 

 

So join with others in CAMRA to help pile on the 

pressure, take part in events and have fun! 

Wyre Forest CAMRA Chairman Nick Yarwood  reflects on the branch’s first anniversary 

An Exciting First Year 
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Election time is fast approaching and many  

councillors and parliamentary candidates have 

already announced their campaign pledges as we 

prepare to go to the polls. But as they shine their 

shoes to earn your vote, who has pledged to 

protect the Great British Pub? 

 

GREAT INIATIVES  

 

We’ve seen some great initiatives put into place 

to help pubs in the last four years. Beer tax has 

been cut for two consecutive years, and CAMRA 

is busy campaigning for a third. The government 

is also reviewing the structure of the pub  

companies, and plans are being put into place for 

tied licensees to have more control over their 

business by having a market rent only option. 

More recently, planning protection has been  

extended to pubs that have been listed as an 

asset of community value. However, there are 

many pubs that are not listed, and it is these pubs 

that need our support.   

 

MORE CHANGE IS NEEDED  

 

CAMRA estimates that on average the country is 

losing around thirty pubs a week, and because of 

a loophole in planning laws, many of these are 

converted to housing, fast food outlets or  

supermarket convenience stores without public 

consultation. These local decisions are made not 

by our parliamentary representatives, but by our 

local councillors who sit on our district planning 

committee .    

 

PUBS MATTER 

 

It’s very disheartening for everyone when a pub 

closes its doors. People not only lose a vital social 

amenity which portrays the character of their 

community but also lose out on investment in 

their area too. On average, a public house  

supplies around eleven jobs to the local area and 

contributes around £80,000 annually to the local 

economy. It’s important for us to let our local 

leaders know just how much we care about our 

local pubs.  

 

WORST LAID PLANS 

 

Often, the public’s concerns for the pub are  

overruled by council leaders who are desperate to 

raise quick capital from the closure of the pub. In 

some cases, no public consultation takes place at 

all as a change of use is not needed, such as the 

Hundred House in Bromsgrove which was  

converted into a Sainsbury’s Local last year.  

CAMRA is urging local councils to put planning 

policies in place to offer suitable protection for 

pubs, and to retain them as community assets 

while resisting applications for change of use. 

 

LOBBY YOUR LEADERS 

 

A simple change in the law to the General Permit-

ted Development Order of 1995 would require 

any change of use or demolition of a pub to have 

planning permission. CAMRA has published a 

manifesto for pubs and real ale for election  

candidates to commit to. You can find out more 

by visiting the Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 

branch website: www.rbcamra.org.uk There’s 

also a template letter there for you to download 

and send, as well as information on how to find 

your local leaders. 

 

So when your local candidate comes knocking on 

your door to ask for your vote, please show your 

passion for your local pubs and take a few 

minutes to ask 

what they are 

doing to protect 

social amenities 

in your area.  

Remember; they 

work for you! 

Paul Richards urges you to lobby your leaders 

Protect your local 
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Time for a get-

together... 

CAMRA’s Member’s Weekend and Annual  

General Meeting is a great opportunity to  

socialise with CAMRA members from across the 

country. As well as discussing CAMRA’s future 

policies and direction,  there will also be guest 

speakers addressing key issues in the beer,  

brewing and pub industries. And of course, there 

will be ample opportunities to visit nearby  

breweries and check out the local pub scene. 

 

This year’s event will take place in Nottingham 

from Friday 17 - Sunday 19 April. The conference 

and Members’ Bar will take place in the historic 

Albert Hall; a Grade II listed building in the heart 

of the city and dates back to 1900. Nottingham is 

also home to some of England’s oldest pubs such 

as Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem, Ye Olde Salutation 

and The Bell.  Amongst the traditional markets 

and historical links to Robin lies an impressive 

number of breweries like Blue Monkey; Castle 

Rock and the Nottingham Brewery; which dates 

back to 1887.  

 

If you’ve never been to a CAMRA Weekend  

before then Nottingham is close enough for a day 

trip so why not make this your first? Visit the 

event website for details: www.camraagm.org.uk  

Beer and Boats 

To mark the bicentenary of the Worcester -  

Birmingham & Droitwich Canals society, a beer 

and boat festival is being held in conjunction with 

the Alvechurch Marina and the Weighbridge  

Public House.  

 

The festival is being held from Friday 15
th
 to  

Sunday 17
th
 May, and will feature a great range of 

real ales and ciders as well as a number of historic 

working boats on display. ‘Cecilia’, the society’s 

own 70ft narrowboat, will be one of the boats 

exhibited.  
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A traditional Wetherspoon pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned real ales 

and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 ciders. 

Monthly mini-beer festivals are held featuring local breweries. 

A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate those 

who wish to have a drink and a smoke. 

 

Opening times: Sunday – Thursday 9am ‘til Midnight 

     Friday/Saturday 9am ‘til 1am 

Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ‘til 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. - 01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  

New Midlands 

Heritage Pub 

Guide 

CAMRA Books are publishing a new guide to 

pubs that have historical or architectural 

interest in both the East and West Midlands. 

 

Featuring full colour photographs, the book lists 

over 150 pubs that are on CAMRA’s 

national and regional inventories of historic pub  

interiors. These are pubs which have had little 

alteration since before the second world war; and 

contain rare aspects such as stained glass win-

dows, tiled rooms and stone-flagged floors that 

you may not find in today’s modern pub. They 

range from picture-postcard rural pubs to urban 

late-Victorian extravaganzas.   

 

The book will be launched at the 2015 CAMRA 

Member’s Weekend and will be available to order 

shortly afterwards from the CAMRA website. 
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CAMRA Members share their experiences 

Me and CAMRA 

My name is Roy Kynaston and I live in  

Kidderminster. I joined CAMRA in  April 2013. 

 

What made you join CAMRA? 

I had volunteered for the Kidderminster Real 

Ale Festival and everyone wanted it to be a 

success and worked hard to achieve the  

promotion of real ales and Ciders in the local 

area. As I was recently retired, I joined  

CAMRA immediately after the beer festival and 

began attending local branch meetings, helping 

out wherever I could.  

 

What do you like about being in CAMRA? 

There are always new challenges and last year 

Kidderminster; which was a sub branch, voted 

overwhelmingly at the Annual General Meeting 

to become a full branch in its own right and 

became Wyre Forest Branch. This meant we 

have more organised local activities, such as 

visiting local breweries and presenting awards to 

local pubs for their real ale achievements, and 

helping at other local beer festivals. These  

activities enable lasting friendships to be made, 

and we often undertake visits and trips together 

to view local pubs and carry out beer scores. 

 

If you are active in CAMRA, what do you do? 

I regularly attend local branch meetings and have 

become a pub liaison officer for 4 local pubs, 

which involves regular contact with the landlords 

discussing CAMRA’s principles, supplying pubs 

with CAMRA publicity, promoting local events 

and collecting information to keep CAMRA’s 

pubs database current. I helped on the Wyre 

Forest Beer Festival committee and after a very 

successful event we had a further 60 members 

join CAMRA. Last year I visited Hereford Beer 

Festival and in September I volunteered at 

Bridgnorth Beer Festival. Recently Bridgnorth 

branch challenged us to a game of skittles and it 

has now become an annual match for the ‘ Piston 

Broke’ trophy! Brewery visits are also organised 

alongside ‘Meet the Brewer’ nights at branch 

meetings, as well as local beer tours via coach 

travel to sample village pubs.  

 

 

What do you think are the most important 

things that CAMRA does or should do?  
CAMRA helps out nationally by campaigning to 

ensure the future of the brewing and pub  

heritage. Campaigns have been undertaken to 

raise the profile of pubs and to protect public 

houses.  CAMRA enables people to attend local 

branch meetings where a variety of social events 

are organised. There is a National Beer Scoring 

Scheme available to help monitor beer quality 

and it also helps branches to select pubs for the 

Good Beer Guide.  

 

What are your favourite real ales? 

I was introduced to Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby at a 

beer festival, but it was so popular that it only 

lasted the first night. Luckily fellow CAMRA 

members keep in touch to let me know if it is on 

sale in any local pubs. On a recent pub tour of 

the Black Country we visited the Olde Swan at 

Netherton and I discovered their Dark Swan.  

 

What are your favourite pubs and why do you 

like them? 

I support my local pubs which are the Penny 

Black, The King Billy, the Three Crowns and the 

Sugarloaf, all in Kidderminster. The only way to 

stop 30+ pubs closing each week is to use 

them!  
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Every month, across the country, CAMRA members get together in a 

local pub for their local  CAMRA branch meeting. We choose a  

variety of both town and rural pubs across our branches to make 

meetings as accessible to everyone as possible; while also  

encouraging regular members to explore pubs and breweries that 

they wouldn’t normally visit. 

 

Branch meetings are a great way to get to know your fellow branch members, people who share the 

same passion about real ale and cider as you. There’s ample time to meet and greet each other, all over 

a pint of the good stuff! You can find out the latest pub news in your area as well as what campaigns, 

trips and events are being planned; whether it’s to vote on the next branch pub award or to take part in 

one of CAMRA’s national campaigns. It’s also a great opportunity for you to tell your local CAMRA branch 

what you would like to see in your area and share your pub  

experiences too.  

 

The meetings can be very sociable and entertaining; in the past 

we’ve had skittles nights, sausage and cheese evenings, pub quiz-

zes about pubs (for a change!) and guest speakers from breweries. 

So why not pop along to your next branch meeting and meet the 

gang? Full details are on page 28, or get in touch with the branch 

contact for more details.   

Meet the Gang 

Branch Chairman Paul Richards invites you to meet your local 

CAMRA branch. 
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Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale 

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  

All meetings start at 8pm unless stated. 

 

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (Contact Paul on 07974 889553) 

www.rbcamra.org.uk 

 

Sat 14 Mar Social - Rail trip to Leicester Beer Festival  

Tues 24 Mar Branch Meeting: Astwood Bank crawl starting at the Bell Inn, Astwood Bank B96 6AX 

Sat 25 Apr Social  - Minibus trip to Shropshire pubs including Bishop’s Castle 

Tues 28 Apr Branch Meeting: Skittles Night - Droitwich Legion, Droitwich WR9 9BH 

Sat 9 May Social - Minibus trip to Banbury Beer Festival and nearby pubs 

Tues 26 May Branch Annual General Meeting - Rose & Crown, Feckenham B96 6HS   

 

Worcester branch (Contact Simon on 01684 563857) 

www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Wed 25 Mar Branch Meeting - Old Bush, Callow End  WR2 4TE 

Sat  11 Apr Social - Minibus trip to Kinver brewery and pubs in Worcestershire, please contact to book   

Tues 21 Apr Branch Meeting - Tour of Barnards Green, Malvern starting at Three Horseshoes WR14 3JW 

Wed 16 May Branch Annual General Meeting: Firefly, Worcester WR1 2SE 

 

 

Wyre Forest branch (Contact Nick on 07812 451547) 

www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 

 

Tues 3 Mar Branch Meeting - Great Western, Bewdley DY12 1BY 

Tue 7 Apr Branch Meeting - Bell, Pensax WR6 6AE 

Tues 5 May Branch Meeting - Tap House, Hartlebury DY11 7YJ 

 

 

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on 01386 761313) 

www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area 

 

CAMRA Beer Festivals in the West Midlands Area 

 

Burton Upon Trent Beer Festival 

Town Hall, King Edward Place, Burton Upon Trent DE14 2EB 

26 - 28 March 2015 

 

Walsall Beer Festival 

Town Hall, Walsall WS1 1TW 

9 - 11 April 2015 

 

Stourbridge Beer Festival 

Town Hall, Market Street, Stourbridge DY8 1YE 

15 - 18 April 2015 

 

Coventry Beer Festival 

Butts Park Arena, Butts Road, Coventry CV1 3GE 

24 - 25 April 2015 

Kidderminster Beer Festival 

Town Hall, Vicar Street, Kidderminster DY10 1DB 

21 - 23 May 2015 

 

Stratford-upon-Avon Beer Festival 

Stratford-Upon-Avon Racecourse, Luddington Road,  

Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9SE 

12 - 13 June 2015 

 

Bromsgrove Beer Festival 

Dates will be confirmed on the festival website: 

www.bromsgrovebeerfestival.org.uk 

 

Stay up to date with CAMRA events across the West  

Midlands: www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk 
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Just north of the Earlswood lakes lies the Lady 

Lane Wharf, a canal-side club offering great views 

of the Stratford-upon-Avon canal from the seated 

outside terrace and beer garden.  

  

AT THE BAR 

 

Grant Hyland and partner Lynn have been  

running the club for over eighteen months, 

with the assistance of Neil Ford who keeps an 

eye on the cellar.  The bar has four real ales on 

offer including Wye Valley HPA and a rotating 

beer from Sadler’s brewery, as well as two 

other guest beers. There are also two real  

ciders and home-cooked food is served daily. 

 

WHAT’S ON 

 

Live entertainment is regularly featured at the 

Lady Lane Wharf on Saturday evenings, and 

the club ran its first beer festival in June last 

year.  Plans are in place to repeat the event in 

2015. Moorings are also available. 

Little gems worth seeking out 

Near... 

 

 

This year’s overall national winner of CAMRA’s 

Pub of the Year title is the Salutation Inn, a rural 

village freehouse in Ham, Gloucestershire. 

 

Known locally as the Sally, it serves a great choice 

of real ales alongside cider, perry and home-

cooked food, and is within walking  distance of 

historic Berkeley Castle. Butcombe Bitter is a 

regular beer alongside micro-breweries from  the 

Bristol area. The pub won the praises of the  

CAMRA judges with an inspired  selection of beer 

and a homely welcome. 

 

Former business analyst Peter Tiley had never run 

a pub before but decided to leave his job and 

follow his love of beer by taking over the  

Salutation just over a year ago. He and his wife 

Claire are absolutely shell-shocked to have won 

CAMRA’s premier title: 

 

‘We  count ourselves so unbelievably lucky to 

have a  brilliant team of staff who are so  

 

...and far passionate and dedicated as well as  a community 

of locals  who have given so much to support and 

contribute towards the pub.’ 

 

The three other national finalists of CAMRA’s Pub 

of the Year competition are The Freshfield in 

Formby (Merseyside), The Harewood Arms in 

Broadbottom (Greater Manchester) and The  

Windmill in Sevenoaks Weald (Kent). 

    

 

CAMRA AWARD 

 

The Lady Lane Wharf recently won Solihull 

CAMRA’s Most Improved Club of the Year award 

and non-members are very welcome. CAMRA 

members also benefit from £2.50 a pint between 

5 -8pm from Mondays through to Fridays. It’s a 

great excuse for a Sunday stroll through the 

countryside! 
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