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Editorale
Is it winter already? There’s no hint of a frost outside;
which surely means that there’s plenty of time to relax
with a perfect pint in front of a roaring log fire before
starting the Christmas shopping? However, our good
friend Jack Frost has become somewhat unreliable over
the years; and as our last official white Christmas took
place four years ago, it’s already time to start planning for
2016. Where has the time gone?
Of course, after Christmas comes the dreaded New Year
Resolutions. After polishing off those bottled Christmas
ales, many people choose to start the new year in a
‘Dryanuary’ state; which doesn’t help our hard-working licensees in the pub trade. So this year, why not join
the Tryanuary movement? Why not make a resolution
to seek out new pubs; or re-visit local pubs that you
haven’t been to in a while? January is a great time to get
to know new landlords during this quiet period; and you
may be pleasantly surprised by what they have on offer.
Or better yet; why not make a resolution to get involved
with some of CAMRA’s campaigns and beer festivals?
We hope that you find plenty of inspiration in this very
magazine! After all, pubs aren’t just for Christmas…
From all at Pint Taken, we hope that you’ve had a great
2015 and wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Hoppy
New Beer! And to the cider and perry lovers; WASSAIL!

Apology

In our autumn edition; we incorrectly reported
that the first Bromsgrove Beer Festival took place at the
Bromsgrove Drill Hall. This festival actually took place in 1983;
and the branch has held three beer festivals prior to this. We
would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.
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buy all your beer for
christmas direct from
our brewery shop.
mini kegs & gift packs available.

10% off bird’s beer
in our brewery shop
in January 2016*

Shop open
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 4pm

birds supports
responsible drinking

*Discount on sales in our Brewery Shop 2/1/16 - 31/1/16. Valid only with this advert. Other T&Cs may apply. (PT12/15)

ladybird barn - old burcot lane - bromsgrove B60 1PH

01527 889870

www.birdsbrewery.co.uk
We were saddened to learn that Steve
Hammond, Director of Bird’s Brewery
in Bromsgrove, passed away suddenly
while on holiday in September. Steve
was a great character and will be missed
dearly by his family, colleagues and
friends. Bird’s Brewery has launched
a beer in celebration of Steve’s life
named Hammond’s Choice, a dark ale
with chocolate malts balanced with
hops to give a delicate sweetness. Bird’s
will kindly be donating ten pence to
The Stroke Association for each bottle
sold until 31st December; which is
available direct from the Brewery
shop. Meanwhile, the brewery itself
is undergoing a winter makeover and
brewery tours will be re-launched in
2016.
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Beer of the Festival Award and Birthday Treat
Visitors to this year’s Kidderminster Beer Festival in May voted Chain Reaction from a
new local brewery - Fixed Wheel - as their favourite Beer of the Festival.
Owners and brewer, Sharon Bryant and Scott Povey, were presented with their Beer of
the Festival Award from Wyre Forest CAMRA just one day prior to the Brewery’s first
birthday in October.
Scott, a record-holding time trial cyclist, hence the Brewey name, had been home-brewing
for ten years prior to deciding to leave his job as a Vauxhall Technical Engineer to open
the micro-brewery in Blackheath. He explained to a large gathering of Wyre Forest
CAMRA members that as well as developing core product beers, he also thoroughly
enjoys experimenting with different ingredients and developing new flavours.
Presenting the award, Nick Yarwood, Chairman of the Wyre Forest Branch of CAMRA
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Pub of the Year 2011

www.
w
ww.
thehoppoleatdroitwich
www.
the
h op p ole
a tdr oitw ic h.
co.uk
thehoppoleatdroitwich
cco.uk
o. uk
01905 770155
01905 770155
770155
01905

said: “Fixed Wheel has made a very impressive
entry into the brewing industry.This being the latest
in a line of Beer of Festival awards in their first
year, proves just what fine beers are being achieved
from this newcomer micro-brewery and what an
impression they made in their first appearance at
Kidderminster Beer Festival”.
Success has continued recently by winning gold
for their Blackheath Stout at Nottingham’s Robin
Hood Beer Festival - the largest beer festival in
the country.
The brewery’s bar is open every Saturday in the
run-up to Christmas from 11am to 4pm, where
you can try the beers alongside tasty snacks,
alongside bottled beers and t-shirts to take away.
Find them on the Long Lane Trading Estate in
Blackheath.
Photo courtesy of Colin Hill.
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The Bell at Pensax
Members of Wyre Forest CAMRA
made another trip to The Bell at
Pensax for the presentation of
yet another award, this time in
recognition of achieving third place
in the category of Regional Pub of
the Year 2015. Ian Mercer of The
Bell commented “It’s an honour to
be awarded regional recognition
for offering a fine range of beers
and ciders in great condition to
appreciative drinkers.”

Pictures courtesy of
Colin Hill

Worcestershire Pub of the Year 2015 and
a special award for The Bell’s 28 year
listing in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide.
Nick Yarwood, Chairman of Wyre Forest
CAMRA added “As well as consistently
excellent beers and ciders, The Bell is
a true local community pub offering a
warm welcome to all visitors. With so
many awards already on the walls, it’ll
be interesting to see how they fit this one
in! It’s very well deserved.”
The pub’s friendliness and involvement
as a focal point for the local community
were significant factors in winning a
place in the Regional round of national
Pub of the Year.
This latest award is added to those
of Wyre Forest CAMRA Pub of the
Season and Pub of the Year 2015,
 Pint Taken - Winter

Pub News Updates Redditch & Bromsgrove Branch
STUDLEY
the potential buyers were discouraged by
The Royal Oak has re-opened and real ale the amount of repair work required owing
is back on the bar alongside a tapas menu. to vandalism since the pub’s closure. The
There are two hand pulls serving Sharp’s Manchester Inn has since been sold at auction;
Doom bar and Marston’s Pedigree, and plans but the pub’s future is still unknown.
are afoot to introduce a third guest ale. REDDITCH
Meanwhile the Bell and the Railway Inn have The Sportsmans Arms in Redditch has had
both undergone a change of management.
a new change of management. Licensee
DODFORD
Sammie has previously worked at the Bell and
The Dodford Inn re-opened in November the Swan; both in Studley, and is supported
and is under the ownership of husband by her partner Paul.The pub offers Hobsons
BellQP-Worcs15.qxp_Layout 1 21/07/2015 14:02 Page
and wife team Steve and Gina. The pub has Town Crier alongside a selection of real and
undergone a complete transformation with keg ciders.
a new bar, laminate flooring
and pine furniture to give a
contemporary open air look.
Up to six real ales are available;
and Steve hopes to run regular
beer festivals and live music
events in the summer. Plans
-A proper pub with real foodare also being put into place
Worcester
to build an extension for a
County and Wyre
formal restaurant area.
Forest CAMRA
BROMSGROVE
After the departure of Pete
Pub of the
Hedges from Bromsgrove’s
Year 2015
Hop Pole Inn; barmaids Jo
Burrows and Ali Lee have
27 consecutive
stepped up to take on the lease
years in the
and become the new tenants.
Good
A small refurbishment will
Group bookings
Beer Guide!
take place in early 2016; but
&
functions
welcome
apart from that it’s business
A warm welcome
•
Local
Produce
•
as usual and the pub’s live
and
six
superbly
•
Home-made
Food
•
band schedule is fully booked
•
Sunday
Lunch
£9.50
•
for the next few months. Just
kept real ales
down the road, the Crabmill
•
Sandwiches
from
£4.50
•
plus Robinsons,
has also had a change of
• Tues - Sat Lunch Specials £6.50 •
Old Rosie and
licensee; and is serving evening
Closed Monday lunch
meals alongside two real ales.
Oldfields ciders.
(except Bank Holidays)
ROMSLEY
An offer to purchase The
Daily blackboard menu!
Manchester Inn in Romsley
John & Trudy Greaves and Ian welcome you to
was put together by the local
The Bell at Pensax, Abberley, Worcs WR6 6AE
community in October, but
On the B4202 between Clows Top and Abberley

The Bell

Tel. 01299 896677
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UNTAPPD

Yes, Untappd - in this case the spelling is
correct. It’s not a cask without a tap, it’s a
relatively new way
explore the world
of beer and socially
share it with your
friends and the
world. As their website says “Curious
what your friends
are drinking or
where they’re hanging out? Just check
their profile where you can toast and comment on their beers! Untappd will offer
you beer recommendations based on what
you and your friends have been enjoying, so
you’ll have no reason not to try something
new! As additional encouragement, Untappd allows you to earn a number of cool
badges for completing a variety of different
criteria.”
I was introduced to Untappd about 18
months ago by a friend, Ross, who was a
barman at the Craven Arms in Birmingham
at the time. I thought it might be useful as I
was recording all the real ales I was drinking there as part of the ‘club’ (I was first to
100 and 500 beers at the Craven, and I’m
currently on in excess of 800!) I still use
it for that, but I also record what I drink
wherever I am, including beer festivals. I’ve
never been a ‘ticker’ – and perhaps Untappd is a 21st Century form of ‘ticking’ – but
recording what I drink, and where, is kind
of addictive, in the same way that Facebook
and Twitter are. I suppose that’s why it’s a
beery form of social media!
Users can “check-in” the beer they are
enjoying, add the location where they are
enjoying it, and share this with their network of friends via Facebook and Twitter,
as well as the broader Untappd community.
 Pint Taken - Winter

In response, friends can comment on or
toast these “check-ins” with any questions
or feedback they may have. This interaction
allows users to discover different beers
outside of their normal drinking preferences, as well as different places to enjoy
those beers, and users can win “badges” for
trying certain beers, beer styles, drinking at
certain times, or trying certain establishments. Badges are constantly being added
to make sure there are always fresh challenges for users.
Untappd is entirely mobile and web-based,
making it compatible across multiple mobile
platforms, including iOS, Android, Palm Pre
and BlackBerry. Go on, give it a go – and
you can follow me (Cy Day) and see what
I’m drinking!

11-15 hereford hopvine final_Layout 1 26/10/2015 08:42 Page 1

Taste the Real Shropshire

www.facebook.com/
WoodBreweryLtd

#woodsbrewcrew

www.woodbrewery.co.uk

Authentic real ales backed by 35 years’ brewing experience
Wood Brewery tap – The Plough, Wistanstow SY7 8DG
www.ploughwistanstow.co.uk 01588 673251
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Redditch Winter Ales Festival
Winter blues? Why not plan for a warmer
winter and raise a toast to one of the first
CAMRA beer festivals of 2016 at the
Redditch Winter Ales Festival!
Now in its ninth year, the Redditch
Winter Ales Festival will be
held at the Rocklands Social
Club on Friday 5th and
Saturday 6th February.
This year’s festival
bar will be slightly
different owing to
some changes at the
venue; but we will still
be showcasing up to 34 real
ales alongside a selection of
cider and perry.
The festival starts from midday on
Friday and runs
until 11pm, then
on Saturday the
doors open from
11am to 11pm.
Entrance to the
festival is just £4.50
which
includes
a commemorative festival glass and
programme; and extra beer tokens

for card-carrying CAMRA members
and Rocklands Club members.
As is usual with Redditch and
Bromsgrove CAMRA Beer
festivals, payment at the bar
is via strikethrough cards
and drinks are available
in both half and third
measures.
We’re pleased to
confirm that rugby
matches will be shown
live on our big screen
during the festival; as well
as live entertainment in the
evening. Hot and cold food will
be on sale throughout; and a bar
selling other drinks will be provided by
the Rocklands Social
Club.
For a provisional beer
and cider list and
travel information;
please
visit
the
festival
website:
www.redditchwaf.
org.uk Hope to see you there!

National Winter Ales Festival
For the third year in a row, CAMRA’s National Winter
Ales Festival (NWAF) will be held in Derby’s historic
Roundhouse from Wednesday 17 to Saturday February
2016. Over 400 real ales will be featured alongside cider,
perries, world bottled beers and mead.
Visitors to the festival can take part in tutored tastings
and live entertainment will be provided in a marquee. The
festival is also home to the Champion Winter Beer of
Britain competition.
Festival Organiser Gillian Hough said: “The festival captures
the joy of brewing, volunteering and campaigning and
tops all three off with fun. Come and see what Derby and
NWAF have to offer; both will surprise you.”
For the full line-up and travel information, visit www.nwaf.
org.uk
10 Pint Taken - Winter

48 High Street Feckenham B96 6HS
01527 892188
Website: www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

email: info@roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk
Like us on FACEBOOK for some great future offers

A family owned and run traditional Freehouse village pub with FOOD

We’re in the Good Beer Guide

A PROPER PUB!

Families, ramblers with dogs, cyclists ALL welcome
Traditional Music Sessions – 1st Tuesday of the Month

4 Hand Pumps
2 Permanent Ales – Brakspear’s Oxford Gold & Banks’ Bitter
2 Guest Ales – Regularly changing
CAMRA Member’s Discount – 50p Off Pints of Real Ale EVERY Monday

_______________________________________________
Full Menu available daily LUNCH & EVENINGS
Sunday 12 – 3 only

Themed Menus last Thursday of the month

Christmas Fayre Menu 2 Course £14.50 3 Course £16.95
(see our website or call Mel for full details)
All Occasions catered for – Big and Small!

Away Game
Two New Year CAMRA beer festivals
start on the 29th January 2016- save
the date for your preferred away game
location.
7th Elysian Winter Beer Festival- Taking
place at The Maltings, Ely, see more
information at www.ely-camra.org.uk
Free entry for CAMRA members.
Salisbury Winterfest XIX- Taking place
at Royal British Legion Club, Salisbury,
see more information at www.
salisburycamra.org.uk Carry your
CAMRA card for a free half pint!
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Pub News Updates Wyre Forest Branch
Staff and Landlords of the Black Star in Stourport, Maria and Andy Gooding, had a triple
cause for celebration this Autumn.
The canal side pub, bought from Marston’s and completely refurbished and improved by
Wye Valley Brewery in 2014, has been reopened for one year on 18 October and was
packed out for party celebrations.
And not only that, in September it was chosen by Wyre Forest CAMRA to celebrate
the launch of the 2016 Good Beer Guide. Andy and Maria came to the Black Star with a
sound pedigree of serving first rate beers at their previous pub in Hereford, and continue
by serving five of Wye Valley’s beers in excellent condition in their newly refurbished bar.
In recognition of the complete turn-around of the pub, with its new bright and airy feel,
flower-filled terrace overlooking the canal, always a friendly welcome from the staff and
life returning once more, it was awarded Summer Pub of the Season by Wyre Forest
CAMRA. With Wye Valley’s popular beers including Dorothy Goodbody’s Wholesome
Stout are always on, and food every day except Mondays, it’s well worth seeking out at
the end of the High Street in Stourport.

Pictured are Marie
and Andy toasting
their success with
Nick Yarwood,
Chairman of Wyre
Forest CAMRA.
The Cavalier on Offmore reopened in
October and the good news is that it’s
selling real ale. The pub was originally
owned by Enterprise and was scheduled
for demolition except that it had an Asset
of Community Value (ACV) order on it.
12 Pint Taken - Winter

That was enough to make it unattractive
to potential developers and illustrates the
value and potential effect of ACVs. The pub
is now owned by Westbourne Leisure and
is being managed by a licensee who likes his
real ale, Richard Burgess.

After six years at the helm; licensee Maggie
Smith at the Holly Bush in Stourport on
Severn has decided to retire from the trade
to enjoy life on her boat. In a statement
to CAMRA, Black Country Ales affirmed
that there are no plans to close the pub;
though the planned mid-December beer
festival has had to be cancelled while a
replacement manager is sought.

A planning application has been received
to convert the Cricketers Arms in
Kidderminster into flats. Found near the
railway station, this former Marstons
pub was one of the few pubs left in
Kidderminster that has a bowling green.

Local villagers in Shrawley are trying to
get their local pub; the New Inn; listed
as an Asset of Community Value; but the
application has been rejected twice by
Malvern District Council.
The Old Talbot Hotel in Hartlebury has
been shut for some time; but developers
have submitted a new application to
convert the property into seven flats rather
than three dwellings in their previous
application.
Pint Taken - Winter 13







Winners of
Bronze award
Club of the Year
Redditch &
Bromsgrove area
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Hobson’s Brewery Tour
One of the great things about being in CAMRA is there are opportunities to do things in
a group that are enjoyable.Visiting a brewery is one of them.
Hobson’s is one of a small number of
independent breweries with its own bottling
plant. This adds an extra capability to
produce live ales in bottles, known as bottle
conditioned.A different yeast is added to the
beer before being bottled which develops
the flavour and adds the conditioning. Bottle
conditioned beers need to be kept upright
and poured with great care to leave the yeast
in the bottle and the clear beery nectar in
the glass. All of Hobson’s beers are available
The hops used for Hobson’s beers are grown as Real Ale in a Bottle.
just a few miles away at Eardiston, such as
Challenger, Progress, Fuggles and Goldings. No tour of a brewery is complete without
These are supplemented by others from sampling the beers. At Hobson’s the tasting
abroad, such as Columbus, a strong aromatic room is adorned with marvellous hand made
hop that goes into Old Prickly. The barley, solid ash benches, tables, and the bar upon
Maris Otter, is grown locally as well at which stand the line of hand pumps pulled
by the brewer that crafted the beers, Tim.
various farms within twenty miles.
And to go with the beers, chunks of bread
A lot of care goes into reproducing just the and cheese - a great combination.
right conditions of temperature and acidity
for their yeast to thrive as it converts the So savour the colour, the aroma and the
sugars in malt into alcohol. At Hobson’s, the flavour as you raise your glass of traditional
yeast is carefully saved and nurtured for use English Ale. Cheers!
in the next brews, whereas many breweries
use fresh supplies from larger breweries.
Wyre Forest CAMRA recently toured
Hobson’s Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer
and were treated to a fascinating insight into
the art of creating and brewing distinctive
beers.The brewery has two brewing plants the original 10 barrel fermenter used mainly
for their unusual beers such as Old Prickly,
and a 45 barrel one for volume beers such
as Twisted Spire, named after Cleobury’s
distinctive ecclesiastical landmark.
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PUB OF THE YEAR 2015
REDDITCH & BROMSGROVE
(WARWICKSHIRE)

WEATHEROAK BREWERY’s REAl

AlE TAP HOUsE

Follow us on

33 Redditch Road, Studley, B80 7AU Tel: 0121 445 4411. See up and coming events at www.the-victoria-works.co.uk
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE TO HIRE

List Your Local!
Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA
are working hard to get as many
community pubs as possible to become
Assets of Community Value (ACV).
This means that town councils will
recognise the importance of these pubs
to local people, and the listing ensures
that the pub cannot be demolished
or converted into an alternative use
without planning permission. The
community also has a say on what
happens to listed pubs; and there is
an option for the community to buy
the pub from developers. The whole
process makes it harder for developers
to convert pubs into other uses; and
protects pubs in our communities.
CAMRA has launched a support
service to help groups to get their local

pubs listed; including obtaining the
land registry documents required for
the application, and advising groups
on the process itself.
Plans are now in progress to get
The Cross in Finstall, the Hop Pole
in Bromsgrove, the Seven Stars in
Headless Cross and the Eagle in
Redditch listed as ACVs. The Dodford
Inn near Bromsgrove has successfully
been listed by members of Dodford
Parish Council.
If your local pub is under threat or
closed; it is vital to get it listed. Martin
Hancox of Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA is happy to help; e-mail
martin@rbcamra.org.uk or call 07468
584565. You can also visit the CAMRA
website for details: www.camra.org.
uk/listyourlocal
Help us to help the pubs and keep your
local open!
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Sadlers

uk

Sadler’s Ales Brewery
T. 01384 895230
E. BEER@SADLERSALES.CO.UK
Order sadler's online

www.sadlersales.co.uk
Pint Taken - Winter 17
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA were proud to present their Summer Pub
of the Season award to Chris and Dawn Pedley at the Park Gate at Dodford.
Members gathered on a sunny Sunday afternoon in September to present the
award in recognition of restoring the premises from an Indian restaurant back
into a public house. Branch Chairman Paul Richards praised the efforts of
Chris and Dawn and said that all pumps were being pulled to offer drinkers a
great atmosphere in which to try different real ales; including re-establishing
the annual Dodfest as well as a charity beer festival.

Perhore Brewery
Rumours of a new brewery in Pershore
have been circulating for a while, and
in October Worcester CAMRA had
the opportunity to take a look. Sean
and Elizabeth have set up the Pershore
Brewery in a trading estate near the

Real Ale
			
Dictionary
			
			

railway station. The brewkit has come
from Cotswold Spring where it was
surplus to requirements, and a lot of
hard work has gone into installing
the brewery and getting the premises
ready. The visit was too early to see or
taste any beer, but there are plans to
open an evening bar once the brewery
is up and running.

Wassail - Can you tell me what sort of beer this is, please!
Fairy Tale - A beer made from ferrets
Renegade - A fizzy drink made from cough sweets
Pint Taken - Winter 19

Mark Collinson takes the tour bus
Bristol Bound

In October Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA embarked on their latest social
trip to Bristol and Bath, calling in at selected hostelries on the outbound and
inbound legs of the journey. On the way down we found a little gem of a pub
called the Anchor Inn at Thornbury. They had Bass on as a permanent beer and five
constantly changing ales, which on this occasion included Severn Valley “Dursley
Steam”, Great Western Brewing “Maiden Voyage” and Caledonian “Drop Kick”.
The welcome here was extremely friendly as the landlord brought up a couple of
free jugs of ale from the cellar for all to share, and the front of the pub was a picture
of colour with hanging baskets galore and a very unusual “boat of flowers”.
lift shaft, and they offer the option of
thirds in a paddle for the multi-samplers
amongst us.

After battling torturous traffic in Bristol’s
city centre, the wait was well rewarded
by a two pub stop on what I used to call
the King Street Run as there are several
pubs up and down the street. Our first
port of call was the Beer Emporium,
which offers no less than 10 real ales and
a selection of unusual kegs which have
a definite German theme to them. On
this occasion the very varied selection
included Vocation “Chop and Change”,
Tintagel “Cornwall’s Pride”, Goldmark
“Liquid Gold” and Powderkeg “Speak
Easy”. This pub was really unusual
because it was a cellar bar located in
three tunnels with a lift down from
street level for convenience. To add to
the experience they also have a bottle
shop on the premises by the top of the
20 Pint Taken - Winter

Just across the road is the Small Bar, which
is not particularly small and includes an
on-site brew kit used to test recipes for
the Left Hand Giant Brewery, which are
subsequently brewed elsewhere. The
Small Bar is effectively the tap house
for the brewery, and oddly they only
serve their ales in thirds, halves or two
thirds measures. The “hand pulls” that
were made out of three foot long iron
rods were also very unusual. As well
as having an impressive eight real ales
on tap (including the in-house “Pale”
and “Lactose Tolerant” milk stout) ,
they also serve 12 craft kegs alongside
some interesting burger combinations;

which meant that most people took the perry. Today’s offerings included Three
opportunity to have some lunch here.
Daggers “Daggers Blonde”, Twisted
Oak “Dodger” and Bingham’s “Vanilla
Stout”. Just round the corner was a
heritage pub called the Kings Head
which was well worth the visit with a
nice selection of ales, a long ornate bar
and also a “snug within a snug” in the
shape of a tramcar at the centre of this
traditional one roomed pub.
And then it was off to Bath with the first
port of call being The Old Green Tree,

Two other pubs of note on this street
(which one or two ventured into)
were the Old Duke; a legendary jazz
pub adorned with posters and jazz
memorabilia; and right next door is
the Llandoger Trow, reportedly the
inspiration for the spyglass in Robert
Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island. It
was a good job that we had a couple of
pirates with us, aaarrggh!

A ten minute walk over the river took
us to the Cornubia, whose name is no
doubt meant to be a cross between
Cornucopia and Beer. This cosy pub has
two linked rooms and is stuffed full of
patriotic memorabilia, and serves eight
real ales and a selection of ciders and

which had three oak panelled rooms
and an interesting drinking lobby. The
highlights of the five beers on offer
were RCH’s “Blackberry Slug Porter” (a
fruity version of the old favourite) and
the Cottage “Bluebird”. Just around the
corner was the Salamander, which is a
Bath Ales owned pub serving “Gem,
Barnsey and SPA” complemented by the
seasonal “Forest Hare” and the booming
7.4% keg beer called “Megagem”. The
very meaty sausage rolls here were one
of the highlights of the day.
The remaining two pubs required some
circumnavigation of the Bath City
Centre, but it was well worth the effort.
The Bath Brewhouse brews its own beers
as the James Street Brewery, and
the two on offer were “Emperor” and
“Ostiarius” (coming in at a cheeky 5.7%)
as well as having four guests from other
micros. The last on our list in Bath was
Pint Taken - Winter 21

Mark Collinson takes the tour bus
Bristol Bound (continued)
The Star Inn, which for many was the
highlight of the tour. This very olde
worlde pub dates back to around 1760
and contains four small rooms with wood
panelling and
benches around
the walls, and
alongside
A b b e y
“Bellringer” and
three constantly
changing guest
beers there is
Bass
served
under gravity
straight
from
the cask.
Our
journey
back was via
Cirencester,
where we stopped in at the excellent
wood floored Marlborough Arms
offering eight 8 real ales and a wide
range of ciders and perry. The very
varied selection of real ales included

Flying Monk “Habit”, Butcombe
“Chinook APA”, Nethergate “Barfly
Special” and Box Steam “Piston Ale”.
This is currently the Gloucestershire
CAMRA Cider Pub of the Year and was
a good last port of call on what turned
out to be an excellent trip. Some have
even said that they want to go back to
King Street in Bristol at some point and
dig in for the whole afternoon. Well it
would be rude not to.
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Pub News Updates
Worcester Branch
The Bush at St. John’s in Worcester
has been re-opened by Cannon Royall
Brewery.This Victorian corner pub has its
original public bar servery, together with
both etched and stained glass windows.
The pub serves up to four Cannon Royall real ales alongside a guest beer and
Barbourne cider; and also runs a loyalty
card scheme. There is live music twice a
month on Fridays and it is listed in CAMRA’s National Inventory of Historic Pub
Interiors.
A new brewery has been established in
the outskirts of Worcester. The Three
Shires Brewery is headed by brewer
Robert Wintrip and can be found on the
south side of the city near Worcester
Golf Range. The current known beer in
production is named Hafen, a chestnut
bitter with inviting floral notes and a
creamy texture. An open day was held after Pint Taken went to press; and we hope
to bring you more news in our Spring
edition.
Popes Brewery in Blackpole (Worcester)
have recently acquired a pizza oven for
their brewery bar! The bar is open on
Fridays from 3pm and you can also order
bottled beers and casks.
The Dragon in Worcester is under
new ownership and has been acquired
by Church End Brewery who are based
near Atherstone in Warwickshire. Five
Church End beers were available when
we visited in November alongside Barbourne Cider and Freedom Lager. A refurbishment is underway and the infamous
board of ‘banned topics of conversation’
is no more!
The Paul Pry in Worcester is under
threat of closure owing to the rising costs
of leasing the premises.
After ten years of running The Bridge
at Stanford Bridge near Great Witley; licensee Tim Lawson has headed off to run
a pub in Herefordshire. The future of the
pub is not yet known.
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Experience the taste of freshly brewed beer
at Graham’s Place, Wollaston.
It is not surprising Graham's Place near
Stourbridge was voted a CAMRA pub of the year.
This was awarded for their wide range of popular
real ales. Now Graham’s Place is one of the first
pubs in the region to brew their own ales.
Graham’s brews are fermented and served
without waiting weeks in a brewery warehouse.
Fresh brewing has far more flavour maximum
nutrition and no need for any chemicals or
preservatives.
The good news for any drinker is
that while Graham is introducing
any one of his new brews they
will only cost you £2.50 a pint!
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GET FRESH
BREWS AT
GRAHAM’S
PLACE - ONLY
£2.50 A PINT.

We asked Graham to tell us more
about his brewing experience.
SO WHAT GOT YOU BREWING?
“I have always taken a keen
interest in beers and brewing.
I thought I would not have
enough space for brewing here
and of course most true commercial breweries cost a fortune.
Fortunately I found the new
Truebrew Technobrewery - the
first truly commercial brewery
created for brewing craft ales in
pubs. It is a small batch brewery
so I can produce a wide range of
different recipes rather than
gallons of one recipe.
Small batch means far more
precise ingredient control. It is
fully automated making brewing
foolproof and Technobrewery is a
variable volume brewery. I can
brew as little as 40 pints to prove
a new recipe and up to one BBL
(288 pints) in a couple of hours or
so. When fermented it is ready to
drink, that is what makes a truly
fresh brew that is full of flavour.
Even better, I can use my own
local grown fresh ingredients.

DO YOU SELL ANY OTHER
BREWS?
“Of course, that is why we were
voted CAMRA Pub of The Year.
We stock a wide range. We
know how to keep a cellar and
how to serve, and now we know
how to brew. I can create new
recipes or match popular brews
but with a strength and flavour
that I can tune to local tastes. I
can brew pretty well anything.
My Technobrewery can brew far
more than I need (up to 20 BBL
a week) so now I am supplying
other bars with their own unique
guest ales.
Technobrewery has made it so
easy I am happy to let other pubs
and clubs brew their own unique
guest ales. In fact anyone can
come to Graham’s Place to brew
their own for a party or to
celebrate any event”.

We pride ourselves in the
quality and range of real
ales available throughout
the year.
All of our ales are available
to sample so that you can
find your favourite.
Try our own fresh brews and
taste the difference, try
'Websters of Wollaston GPA'
or 'Websters of Wollaston
Tarty Sara’.
Call in to Graham’s Place,
73 Bridgnorth Rd Wollaston
DY8 3PZ or call us on 01384
440315 to ask what’s new.
If you want your local to get
brewing, show them
www.truebrew.co.uk
or tell them to email
info@truebrew.co.uk
for full details.
THE BREWING
REVOLUTION IS HERE
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Rocklands Club
Back in June, members of Redditch &
Bromsgrove CAMRA gathered at the
Rocklands Social Club during their beer
festival to present their branch Club of the
Year Award. Since then, the club has gone
forward to the CAMRA West Midlands
Club of the Year Competition; and in
September the results came in! This year, the
Rocklands was awarded second place in the
competition; and West Midlands CAMRA’s
Regional Director Gary Timmins gathered
with Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA’s
Club Officer Mark Collinson to present
the award to former Club President Chris
Maddocks; alongside colleagues, Rockland
club members and CAMRA members.
Director Gary Timmins commented that the
Rocklands came second only to the Kinver
Constitutional Club in Staffordshire, who
have seriously upped their game this year,
and wished the Rocklands every success in
next year’s competition.

The Rocklands is also a proud supporter of
Headless Cross Community Orchard; and in
October the group teamed up with Burcot
Cider to produce Lawnmower Man; a locally
pressed cider that was very well received
at the group’s Apple Day.
The group is also holding
its annual Wassail in 2016;
a traditional winter ritual
to awaken the cider apple
trees and scare away evil
spirits in order to ensure a
good harvest. This takes place on Saturday
9th January and the brass band procession
starts outside the Rocklands Social Club
from 7pm. Why not bring a drum, bell or
whistle and join them to make some noise!
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Rocklands Club
59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB
Tel 01527 544356
CAMRA West Midlands Club of the Year 2014
Large and Small Function Rooms Available for
Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc.
Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing & Ballroom.
Rooms Available for Meetings and Conferences.
New Members, Families and Card Carrying
CAMRA Members Welcome
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Now Serving a range
of Real Ales
including
Bathams Best

A Ll
cond
price
that

Open
Frid









Up to 10 Real Ales from £1.99 ordered by our customers!!  Accepting bookings & buffets for all
Regular Guest Ciders
occasions

Regular Charity Fundraising Weekends
50p off a pint Real Ale/Cider with CAMRA vouchers

Free Wi-Fi
Proud to support Local Microbreweries
 Award Winning food served
Large range of Craft and World Beers
from 8am – 11pm daily
Cask Marque accredited
20% off food for Palace Theatre, Redditch ticket holders OPENING TIMES | SUN – THURS: 8AM – MIDNIGHT | FRI – SAT: 8AM – 1AM
The Rising Sun, J D Wetherspoon plc.

Unit 4, The Quadrant, Alcester Street, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 8AE
T: 01527 62452 E: p407@jdwetherspoon.co.uk

The Rising Sun Redditch
@Rising_Sun_JDW
@the_rising_sun_jdw

The Golden Cross Hotel

High Street • Bromsgrove • B61 8HH

Telephone: 01527 870005 • Email: p176@jdwetherspoon.co.uk
Facebook: The Golden Cross Hotel Bromsgrove
Twitter: @JDWGoldenCross

A traditional Wetherspoon’s
pub offering a wide range of
cask conditioned real ale. With
a range of 12 ales on at any one
time. Including our ever presents
of Greene King Abbot Ale,
Ruddles Best and now Sharps
Doom Bar.
We have an extensive Food and
Drinks menu, filled with offers.

Wetherspoon's Real Ale Festival
Is back in October with a range of Brewers
And Breweries from around the World.
For as little as £2.10 a pint!
We are open 7 days a week
Sunday to Thursday 08:00 – Midnight
Friday and Saturday 08:00 – 01:00
Food Served until 23:00

The Royal Enfield..
Old Cinema unicorn hill Redditch.
Tel.- 01527 590970.
A Lloyds No1 Bar with a fantastic selection of
conditioned cask ale’s from local brewers at competitive
prices for top quality ales. Also fantastic club offers
that all include a free drink with a club meal.
Open Sunday to Thursday 8am til Midnight
Friday 8am til 2am - Saturday 8am til 2.30am

List of brewers
Sadler’s, Slater’s, Enville, Backyard, Byatts,
Marston’s, Lymstone And many more are on
sale regularly all from £2.20 a pint and get
50p off a pint with a camra voucher.
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Looking for that perfect
gift this season?
Then get the book that no beer lover should
be without; the 2016 CAMRA Good Beer
Guide! It’s packed full of details on over
one thousand UK breweries and their core
beers; as well as a guide to the best pubs in
the country to drink them in. The guide is
completely independent and is thoroughly
researched by local volunteer CAMRA
members, who survey and evaluate each
entry. From country inns to urban style
bars and backstreet boozers, it’s the definitive guide to finding your perfect pint. And
if you’ve got no room to carry the guide
about with you; it’s also available as an app
for your smartphone or tablet! To order the
guide; just visit www.camra.org.uk/gbg or
visit your device’s app store and search for
CAMRA Good Beer Guide to download.
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Winter 2015 - 2016 Branch Diary
Redditch & Bromsgrove Branch: contact tony@rbcamra.org.uk or call Paul: 07974 889553;
for social trips e-mail mark@rbcamra.org.uk Visit our website: www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tues 8 December:
Tues 26 January:
Tues 23 February:
Tues 29 March:
8pm

Christmas Branch Social: Park Gate at Dodford, B61 9AJ, 8pm
Branch Meeting: Bell & Cross, Clent DY9 9QL
Branch Meeting:Village Inn, Beoley B98 9AS, 8pm
Branch Meeting: Bromsgrove Unionist Club, Bromsgrove B61 7JS,

Worcester Branch: contact@worcestercamra.org.uk or call Alan Grainger: 07967 546591.
Website: www.worcester.camra.org.uk
Wed 2 December:
Sat 5 December:
Sat 19 December:
Sat 16 January:
Sat 6 February:

Branch Meeting: Railway Inn, Ripple GL20 6EY
South Worcestershire Survey Trip
Worcester City Christmas Pub Crawl
West Worcestershire Survey Trip
East Worcestershire Survey Trip

Wyre Forest Branch: Contact Nick: v8nickr@gmail.com or call 07812 451547).
Website: www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk Meet at 7:45pm for an 8pm start.
Wed 6 January:

Cheese & Beer night: Chester Road Sports & Social Club,
Kidderminster DY10 1TH
Tues 2 February:
Branch Annual General Meeting: Severn Valley Suite, King & Castle,
Kidderminster DY10 1QX
Tues 1 March:
Branch Meeting: Station Inn, Kidderminster DY10 1UG
Thurs 3 – Sat 5 March: Pennine Rail Ale Tour
Shakespeare Branch (contact@shakespearecamra.org.uk) covering Evesham area:
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Items for publication in our Spring edition (out March 1st) should be sent by 31st January 2016.

CAMRA Beer Festivals in the West
Midlands Area

Further details in our Spring edition!

Tewkesbury Winter Ale Festival
George Watson Hall,
Tewkesbury GL20 5PX
www.tewkesburycamra.org.uk
4 – 6 February
Redditch Winter Ale Festival
Rocklands Social Club, Redditch B97 4LB
www.redditchwaf.org.uk
5 – 6 February

www.camraagm.org.uk
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R & B Camra at Purity
On a fine summer’s evening in September,
members of Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA got together to visit Purity in
Warwickshire. Many of us had visited the
brewery before; but since its inception in
2005 the business has grown and a large revamp of the disused barns on the farm in
Spernall has now been completed. On our
arrival, we were greeted by Tasha George
who wasted no time in arranging some

samples for
us including
Mad Goose,
Pure Gold
and Pure
UBU, named
after the
brewery’s
canine
companion
(Useless Bloody Urchin!). After explaining
how the brewery was formed and the history of each beer; Tasha whisked us off to
show us the mysteries within.
Inside, we were shown the hop store and
the different hops that are used in each
beer; then we headed upstairs to the malt
room. It was here that we got a great view
of the brewery’s shiny new fermenters
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made by Braukon in Germany. This has
allowed them extra brewing capacity and
also room to experiment with new beers.
The brewery has also been voted Sustainable Manufacturer of the Year through using
heat and steam exchange technology to
reduce energy consumption; recycling their
spent grains and hops; and have created a
natural wetland out of their waste water
which makes for a very nice afternoon
walk!
After the tour it was time for some more
sampling; with the addition of Longhorn
IPA, Lawless Lager and bottles of Saddle
Black. Tasha very kindly let us pull our own
pints; then there was just enough time to
visit the brewery shop before catching our
bus home.
Our thanks
must go
to Tasha
George at
Purity for
hosting a
fantastic
evening.
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Located in rural Drayton, we source, fresh local ingredients to produce
good quality, home cooked food. Choose to dine within our dining area, or
even al fresco out in our garden & terrace.
Kerry, Trina & Jon welcome you to come and dine with us at The Robin
Hood, serving freshly prepared food, cooked to order. So if you fancy a
good, classic pub meal or a more adventurous dish from our specials list or
our á la carte menu, then you can be assured of the same quality and
generous portions. We pride ourselves with a choice of 6 real ales which
include Enville Ale, Wye Valley Butty Bach & Wye Valley HPA.

Please visit our website where you will find all of our menu’s and monthly
theme evenings. Should you wish to book an event, please do not hesitate
to contact us directly. www.robinhoodinn-drayton.co.uk



The Robin Hood Inn ¦ Drayton Road ¦ Drayton ¦ Nr Belbroughton. DY9
0BW
Tel. 01562 730526 Email. enquiries@robinhoodinn-drayton.co.uk
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