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Rocklands Club 

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB 

Tel 01527 544356 

CAMRA West Midlands Club of the Year 2014 

Large and Small Function Rooms available for  
Weddings, Parties, Meetings etc. 

New Members, Families and Card Carrying 
CAMRA Members Welcome 

 

Serving an ever-

changing range of up 

to four Real Ales 

and ciders  
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Editorale
Is it to be a white Christmas this year? We’ve had two 
frosts in November so there’s a very good chance that we 
could all be building snowmen in the pub’s beer garden 
(if you do, please send us a pic!). Now that the cold is 
settling in, it’s more tempting than ever to stay at home in 
the warm with a bottle or two. But this is the season that 
our pubs need the most support. It’s also the time of year 
that brewers do their best to create beers that warm our 
cockles with a rich, dark taste. Beers such as Backyard’s 
Bad Santa and Wye Valley’s Three Wyse Men have sweet 
flavours to match the festive season, not to mention 
Bathams’s XXX. It’s Christmas pudding in a glass.

But while our pubs do very well over the festive 
celebrations, it’s the New Year aftermath that hits them 
hardest, as it’s the time that people find their kitchens 
stocked up with bottled beer that they got for Christmas. 
Others are somewhat more resilient with their new year 
resolutions. The ‘Dryanuary’ effect can be devastating to 
some pubs, so please make the effort to support your 
local this winter and perhaps encourage your licensee 
to stock a guest ale to turn this season into ‘Tryanuary’. 
Or why not take the Tryanuary challenge and discover a 
different beer or visit a different pub each day?
Either way, we hope you enjoy yourselves. From all at 
Pint Taken, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Hoppy New Beer!

 Paul, Keith and Sarah
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Friar St, Droi tw ich 

Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 

Wy e Valley  HPA and Butty  Bach plus 

guest ales  
 

An award w inning traditional pub that 

offers a friendly atmosphere and staff 

who are alw ays pleased to see you.  

 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA  

Pub of the Year 2011 

w w w . 

the h op p ole a tdr oitw ic h.  

c o.uk  

 

01905 770155 

Th e  

H O P P O L E  

The 

HOP POLE

www.

thehoppoleatdroitwich

co.uk

01905 770155

Ancient and Modern
The world has waited long enough! 
Birmingham’s Froth Blowers Brewery has got 
together with The Ancient Order of Froth 
Blowers, a band led by CAMRA member Bill 
Hunt, to produce an ale called El Original 
Brew in celebration of the band’s debut 
single. Brewery owner, Dave Woodhead 
said, “This strong pale ale is made with Maris 
Otter malt and bittered with Magnum hop. 
For aroma and extra taste Cascade, Azzaca 
and Summit are late-hop additions. It is an 
ideal complement to the retro sounds of a 
golden era in the history of Birmingham Rock 
Music, and here’s something to celebrate the 
occasion.”. 
Bill is known for working with the Electric 
Light Orchestra, and Wizzard who are best 
known for I Wish It Could Be Christmas 
Every Day. Bill wrote the B side (The 
Carlsberg Special) of the very first Wizzard 
single, Ball Park Incident, in 1972. El Original 
Brew is his follow up, which is available in a 
limited-edition vinyl format.

The Ancient Order of

Froth Blowers

https://frothblowerband.bandcamp.com
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https://frothblowerband.bandcamp.com

A Goodbye to 
Graham and Stu
A sad but fond farewell was given to 
licensees Graham Leonard and Stuart 
Wilcox in November, who have been 
running the Old Cock Inn for six years. 
This historic pub owned by Marstons 
is over 300 years old and is Droitwich’s 
oldest licensed premises. During their 
tenancy, the pair have organised a huge 
variety of events to keep customers 
entertained; including live music, 
comedians, drag acts as well as the 
town’s Friar Fest; a large street market 
festival promoting food, drink, live 
music and stalls to promote the local 
community. The Old Cock Inn earned 

a place in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide 
in 2014, and was awarded the Redditch 
& Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the 
Season in Spring 2015 to recognise their 
efforts in serving the community. The 
bar was packed out with locals during 
the boys’ last night behind the bar; 
with real ale selling out very early and 
all other supplies running very low. 
As we went to press we were told that 
the pub was being transformed into a 
bar and restaurant, and that Redditch 
& Bromsgrove CAMRA have applied 
to Wychavon District Council to get 
this historic pub listed as an asset of 
community value. We wish Graham and 
Stuart the very best in their futures.

WINTER ALES 

WINTER ALES 
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Pub News Updates 

Bromsgrove
The Hop Pole closed in late October for 
refurbishment. In November, it was spotted 
that the pub’s exterior had been redecorated 
with new signs, and as we went to print 
we were told that a grand re-opening was 
planned for Friday 25th November. 
The Turks Head has been converted 
from a pub into a Thai restaurant while the 
upstairs rooms offer accommodation. 
Chaddesley Corbett
A new licensee has arrived at The Fox in 
Chaddesley Corbett. It’s now run by Barry 
Gower who offers four real ales including 
Wye Valley HPA, Banks’s Mild, Marstons 
Pedigree and Brakspear. The pub has also 
replaced its carvery offering with fresh 
meals. 
Droitwich
The Gardeners Arms opposite Vines Park 
has had a change of management. Misi Karizs 
and Fran Kiely hope to continue the good 
work of Simon and Eve Berry, who have set 
up a new operation at the Old Cock on 
Friar Street.
Flyford Flavell
The Flyford Arms is up for sale and is an 
ongoing concern for members of Worcester 
CAMRA.
Kidderminster
The Railway Bell has recently been 
redecorated and is now managed by Lisa and 
Dan Boyle. It’s already proving popular with 
more ales and food on offer. The function 
room has also been redecorated and has re-
opened for the first time in years - it can 
hold around 50-60 people and is the only 
one available in a pub in Kidderminster. 
The Coopers Arms closed a couple of 
years ago and was demolished in October 
to make way for housing. It was famous 
locally for being the pub in 1965 where the 
preservation of the Severn Valley Railway 
was first started.
The Waggon & Horses at Ismere was 

recently sold at auction and is expected to 
re-open soon as a food pub.
Malvern
Two new breweries have been established 
in the Malvern area. Unity Brew House, 
run by couple Hani and Sarah Saleh, have 
set up camp at Stock Farm (Suckley), which 
is famous for one of the country’s largest 
providers of hops. The second brewery is 
the Lake House which is on the outskirts 
of the Malvern Hills, and Worcester CAMRA 
are making a branch visit in December. Both 
breweries have had beer on sale at the Three 
Kings in Hanley Castle.
The Brewers Arms has been under several 
tenants since its licensee passed away, but the 
current occupants have settled down well 
and have been trading successfully for the 
last six months. The pub has re-introduced 
home-cooked meals and breweries such as 
Black Sheep and Ludlow have recently been 
featured amongst its four changing real ales. 
Pershore
The Brandy Cask pub and brewery have 
now been sold to a property developer 
to convert the pub into flats. Planning 
permission for this splendid Georgian 
building was granted (after an appeal) in 
June, and work began in October.
Redditch
Headless Cross Community Orchard 
are holding their annual Wassail on Saturday 
7th January. The event aims to awaken the 
spirits of the fruit trees on the green in 
preparation for a good harvest! A procession 
will start at 7pm from the Rocklands Social 
Club’s car park, and everyone is welcome to 
bring along a drum (or saucepan!) and help 
make some noise. There will also be a bar 
on-site alongside plenty of entertainment. 
Two real ales were spotted at the Queens 
Head in Redditch Town Centre, opposite 
the police station. These were Drop o’ the 
Black Stuff brewed by Black Tap and Piddle 
in the Hole which is produced by the Wyre 
Piddle brewery. 
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Studley
After years of being left in ruins, the Griffin 

Inn on Redditch Road has been demolished 
to make way for five new homes on 
the junction of its site. The building was 
originally part of a needle mill site known 
as ‘The Towers’ and dated back to 1851. Its 
characterful architecture made it a novel 
setting as a pub for long-standing licensees 
Alan and Vera, and it became a popular venue 
for bikers. The Griffin was sold to make way 
for a Studley bypass, but was left derelict 
when the proposed scheme fell through. 
Worcester
The Fox in St. Johns is shut and is up for sale 
for £220,000. It has been up for sale three 
previous times to the property market.
Long-term licensee Gary Jones is handing 
over the reins of the Lamb & Flag to the 
‘Two Crafty Brewers’. This venture leads on 
from a partnership with Sadler’s and operates 
the Sow & Pigs in West Bromwich. The new 
owners hope to keep the traditional folk 
scene alive in the pub and a food offering is 
currently being investigated. 

Pub News Updates (cont.)

Obituary
Worcester CAMRA member Nevill Swanson 
reminisces fellow member Roger Taplin, 
who sadly passed away earlier this year. 
Roger was a seemingly permanent (and 
welcome) fixture in the Paul Pry in the time 
before Catherine was forced out of the place. 
He also graced other hostelries in Worcester 
(notably The Dragon and The Plough) and 
Malvern (the Nag’s) where he lived. His 
invariable greeting (every evening!) was 
“Morning”. His knowledge of bus and train 
times between Malvern and Worcester was 
encyclopaedic, so that he could calculate 
when he had to leave the Pry down to the 
last half pint. He was never without his 
knapsack but it was (and is) a mystery as to 
what it contained (if anything!).
 

It was always life-enhancing to meet him 
and have his opinion on the various beers 
on offer - verdicts that were always succinct 
and spot on.
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ALESTONES

A new micropub has arrived in the 
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 
branch area! Alestones opened in late 
October and can be found nestled at 
the back of Tardebigge Court. Licensee 
Adrian Stone has had many years of 
experience in the pub trade, and his 
new venture showcases up to four real 
ales as well as a selection of ciders, 
wine and a perry, all in an exclusive 
emporium of all things beer! There’s a 
rear snug for small get-togethers, and 
hearty pub snacks are usually avail-
able. A wide range of breweries have 
been spo#ed on the bar such as Mad 
Dog from Penperlleni and Penpont 
from Cornwall, alongside well-known 
favourites like Weatheroak Hill and 
Wye Valley. Opening hours are Thu 
5-9, Fri 3-9, Sat 12-9 and Sun 12-3. 
Tardebigge Court can be found on 
Hewell Lane near the Tardebigge pub, 
and buses 42 and 43 from Redditch 
and Bromsgrove stop right outside on 
a daily half hour basis. For the latest 
information, search for Alestones on 
Facebook.
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Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  

Give us a call.  
 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  
 

email info@alewrightnow.co.uk  Tel 07817 573471 
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We found ourselves in deepest 
Kidderminster on a hot August Thursday 
evening, in The Boars Head. At the bar was 
one ale which was Wychwood Gold, which 
was savoured and duly drunk. We all agreed 
that it was a very nice well-kept pint which 
stuck to the glass well and was tasty right 
till the last drop! The Boar is an interesting 
pub, usually good ales, a busy place and 
lots of music and arts going on, live bands, 
comic acts and art exhibits in the pub 
and the upstairs gallery. A great lively 
charismatic little pub with landlady 
Sandra Baker.

Shortly after leaving the Boar, we 
trundled over to The Beer Emporium, 
a newly opened micropub. It was good 
to see people inside, and we made it a 
few more as we entered and found the 
blackboard with all that we required 
upon it…ales, and plenty of ‘em...
Bewdley Worcestershire Way, Salopian 
Darwin’s Origin, Harvey’s Sussex Best 
Bitter and Kelham Island Pale Rider, and 
a range of ciders. We all sampled a selection 
and agreed that they were very! It’s run 
by Lynn and Pete Nuttall who are very 
friendly, and it should be a success. So, let’s 
all support this brave new venture!

Later on we visited the Olde Crown in 
Stourport which was, until recently, a 
Wetherspoons. It’s now with Hawthorn 
Leisure, and it looks remarkably similar 
– menus, beers and décor. Apparently, that’s 
their intention - if it works, let it be - and 
it’s good that it’s still open as a pub and 
the staff are friendly.  Most of the people in 
there appeared to be drinking keg cider and 
lager, so the cask ale selection was as great 
as it might be. The manager Chris very 
kindly brought us samples of beers waiting 

to go on, which was appreciated. 
Aside from the ubiquitous and 
ordinary 
Greene King 
Abbott and 

IPA beers, there’s 
always a Hobsons and 
a couple of changing 
ales. The view from the 
terrace overlooking 
the historic basin, with 
the graceful cast iron 
bridge spanning the 
river is interesting, 
and contrasts with the 
modern fairground 
nearby. Beers are very 

reasonably 
priced, and 
even more 
so with 
20p a pint 
discount for 
CAMRA 
members.

A fortnight 
later we 
visited 
Bewdley, starting with the Horn & Trumpet 
in the top end of town. It reopened as a 
free house in April 2016 after a thorough 
refurbishment. Landlord Mark Cook said 
the pub is going from strength to strength 
and there are a rising number of new 

WYRE FOREST CAMRA:
80 pubs in 80 weeks

From the top 

(clockwise) 

- Boars Head,

Old Crown, 

Seven Stars,

Horn and 

Trumpet and 

Beer

Emporium
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customers visiting. There are four Real 
Ales including two guests and the popular 
Wye Valley HPA and Hobson’s Town Crier. 
The quirky Pub offers local participation 
including crib, pool and TV sports, showing 
all regular Premier League football matches. 
There are good value bar snacks and tasty 
pies from the local Wyre Pie Company. 
There are also rooms available and the 
pub offers free Wi-Fi. Staff at the Horn & 

Trumpet 
support 
local 
charities, 
dog 
walkers are 
extremely 
welcome 
and visitors 
can also 
relax in the 
beautiful 
rear beer 

garden, surrounded with stunning flowers 
and a cosy shelter.

A few miles from Bewdley up Long Bank 
is the Running Horse. It’s part of the 
Greene King Chef & Brewer chain, offering 
their IPA and Old Speckled Hen, plus two 
changing real ales. We were pleased to 
find Ludlow Gold and Malvern Hills Black 
Pear on the bar. With a family-friendly 
atmosphere, it’s geared up for food and 

provides a varied and delicious menu, 
including vegetarian options. Set back in 
beautiful countryside surroundings, the 
pub’s large beer garden often has family fun 
events including tombola and face painting.
A refreshed, re-decorated and improved 
Seven Stars in Kidderminster (with new 
Gents’ toilets!) was our venue for our 
September visit. Previous decorations have 
been replaced by a smart, newly cleaned 
floor, a freshly painted and re-invigorated 
bar area, an improved outdoor area and ... 
fresh flowers! Five real ales were, largely, 
highly appreciated: Hobson’s Twisted Spire, 
Titanic Stout (a lovely coffee-vanilla, sort 
of fruity flavor), Bewdley Sir Keith Park, St 
Austell Tribute and Box Steam Tunnel Vision.

The Stagborough Arms in Stourport is a 
traditional 1970s one bar public house 
from which the owner serves the local 
community.  Three real ales were available 
– Hobson’s Twisted Spire, Salopian Oracle 
and a Locale from Bewdley Brewery.  It has 
a Sports TV (thankfully switched off) and 
there are teams for pool and darts. The 
absence of background music encourages 
customers to chat and local topics include 
fishing and canal swimming – and a lady 
customer said that she felt safe visiting on 
her own. Freshly cooked food is served 
from 0900 to 1300 on weekdays and until 
noon on Saturdays and Sundays. Live music 
on Saturdays from 9pm makes for a lively 
atmosphere.

Back in Bewdley, the Little Pack Horse 
dates from 1632 and is the town’s second 
oldest pub. In the 1980s and 1990s, it was 
owned by “Mad” Colm O’Rourke’s Little 
Pub Company. Terracotta mosaics adorn 
the entrance walls and there are bronze 
name tags in the cosy bar commemorating 
former regular drinkers.  During winter 
months the log burner keeps everyone 
cosy. Locally sourced real ales are regularly 
rotated.  During our visit, they were 
offering Holden’s Golden Brew, Hobson’s 

From the top 

(clockwise) 

- Boars Head,

Old Crown, 

Seven Stars,

Trumpet and 
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80 pubs in 80 weeks (continued) 
Twisted Spire and Ludlow Gold. The pub 
restaurant has a well-earned reputation for 
the quality and variety of its food, served 
at lunchtime and evenings every day.   Its 
popularity means that reservations are 
recommended to avoid disappointment.

The Anchor in Caunsall is a timeless classic! 
Great beer, great cider, busy, and with the 
famous Anchor Cobs – a meal to behold 
– it draws in plenty of locals and visitors. 
Beers include some from Three Tuns and 
Hobsons, always in great condition. It’s well 
worth a visit.

While the Three Crowns & Sugarloaf in 
Kidderminster is mainly an eatery, there’s 
also a friendly community side to this 
Marston’s pub which features quizzes, 
golf days, bingo and children’s football. It’s 
always busy as a result, with six real ales in 

reasonable condition from the somewhat 
predictable Marston’s range when we 
visited. This pub is worth a look-in for good 
value food with a pint.

The Hampstall Inn in Astley Burf near 
Stourport is a large four-roomed pub next 
to the Severn. Beers on offer are Hobson’s 
Old Prickly and Bewdley Worcestershire 
Way and two ciders are served from 
barrels behind the bar. We sat in the 
Poachers Bar which was decorated with 
traps and instruments, but other non-
hunting rooms are available! Lots of great 
banter was heard in the bar, and the pub 
also offers retro-style bar meals in a basket. 
A large board records the size of salmon 
caught by named anglers over the years, 
the first being 20lb. Intermittent blackouts 
provided an element of momentary 
excitement!
80 Pubs in 80 weeks will continue in our 
Spring edition…
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Runner-up of Redditch & Bromsgrove

CAMRA Club of the Year - 2nd year running

��

���������	�
���������

������������������

����������������



Pint Taken - Winter   15

  Autumn Statement

CAMRA members across the country have been campaigning hard to help 
keep local pubs open and limit further rises in the price of a pint. Since 
2013, the government’s Beer Duty Escalator has been scrapped which has resulted 
in three successive cuts in beer duty and a further freeze on beer duty earlier this 
year. However, business rates are continuing to be a burden for our pubs and 
beer duty is still as much as 52p on a pint. Beer and pubs support over 900,000 
jobs in the United Kingdom, and our pubs also act as community facilities for 
many areas in our country.
More action is needed to ensure that pubs and our brewing industry continues 
to thrive and deliver for consumers. A further freeze on beer duty with a view 
to a further cut in the 2017 budget would help keep the price of a pint down and 
address the high levels of Beer Duty paid by UK consumers. And an introduction 
of a new class of business rate relief for pubs would help to recognise the role 
that pubs play in local communities and help balance the level of rates paid by 
pubs and other business sectors. In preparation for Chancellor Philip Hammond’s 

first Autumn Statement in November, CAMRA members across the 
country have wri#en to their MP, urging them to send a strong message 
to the Chancellor to back our pubs and to show support for our brewing 
industry.
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Located in rural Drayton, we source, fresh local ingredients to 
produce good quality, home cooked food.  Choose to dine within 

our dining area, or even al fresco out in our garden & terrace.  

The Robin Hood Inn ¦ Drayton Road ¦ Drayton ¦ Nr Belbroughton. DY9 0BW 

Tel. 01562 730526 Email. enquiries@robinhoodinn-drayton.co.uk 

 

Please visit our website where you will find all of our menu’s and monthly theme 

evenings.  Should you wish to book an event, please do not hesitate to contact us 

directly.  www.robinhoodinn-drayton.co.uk 

Kerry, Trina & Jon welcome you to come and dine with us at The Robin Hood, serving 

freshly prepared food, cooked to order.  So if you fancy a good, classic pub meal or a more 

adventurous dish from our specials list or our á la carte menu, then you can be assured of 

the same quality and generous portions.  We pride ourselves with a choice of 6 real ales 

which include Enville Ale, Enville Ginger, Wye Valley Butty Bach & Wye Valley HPA.  
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Nick Ha!on checks into the Foley Arms Hotel

Much has been made about the influence of George Orwell’s famous mythical Moon 
Under Water pub on Tim Martin’s ideal of J.D. Wetherspoon restaurant chains. However, 
my favourite pub, the Foley Arms, ill fits the description given in Orwell’s famous 1946 
newspaper article. Nor would I want it to, as the things that make this pub special are 
also the things that make it unique. Take, for example, the proximity to one of Britain’s 
most famous country getaways, the Malvern Hills. Or the spectacular views across the 
Worcestershire countryside that are enhanced by the pub’s layout and its architecture.

In contrast to George Orwell’s fictional 
pub, The Foley Arms is Georgian in origin, 
as opposed to the Victorian building 
described in The Moon Under Water. In 
greater contrast, still, the pub is not staffed 
by motherly middle aged women, but 
vibrant, young, well-educated individuals 
whose smiles make you feel 18 again and 
welcome you in after a tough day treading 
the Worcestershire Beacon. 

The downstairs has a function room (rare 
for a Wetherspoons) that showcases music 
and sporting events. However, as I found to 
my annoyance, and in contrast to the Moon 
Under Water, it is impossible to buy a book 
of stamps after 6pm anywhere within a 3-
mile radius!

The Foley Arms really came into its own this 
weekend as I stayed overnight in the hotel. 
I spent my days reading, walking the hills 
and exploring the local history. I spent my 
evenings enjoying the range of exceptional 
real ales (My Favourite: Bath Ales – Forest 
Hare) and watching the Bonfire night 
fireworks from my bedroom window.

I thoroughly recommend this pub to any 
Worcestershire ale drinkers. Even if you 
do not wish to stay the night, the Hotel is 
easily accessible as it is located on the main 
Hereford-Birmingham train line (around 
30 minutes from Bromsgrove, 10 from 
Worcester). I can guarantee that the staff 
will welcome you with open arms and will 
offer something very different from the 
traditional Wetherspoons experience. The 
Moon Under Water? No thanks, I would 
rather have the Foley Arms. 

Bowled Over

Two licensees were ‘bowled over’ when 
Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA 
called in to present their Autumn Pub 
of the Season Award. Paul Thompson 
and Angela Brookes who run the Bowl-
ing Green in Stoke Works, nestled be-
tween Bromsgrove and Droitwich, have 
behind the bar for over sixteen years. 
Paul has recognised the growth in cask 
beer and has added two guest beers to 
accommodate this; while cellerman An-
gela has been working extremely hard 
to accredit the pub with a Cask Marque 
certificate to ensure that the beer is 
of the highest quality. Presenting the 
award, Branch Chairman Gez Quinn 
said that there’s a lot of competition 
in the branch area so Paul and Angela 
have done well to merit this award. The 
pub is a short walk from the Worces-
ter and Birmingham Canal and has a 
bar, lounge, and snug, and of course, a 
bowling green. The Bowling Green also 
hosts monthly classic car meetings and 
home cooked food is also available.
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It’s Not All Gloom 
for the Greyhound
Members of Bromsgrove District Council 
voted to stop the bulldozers from 
demolishing the Greyhound in October. 
The site of the Greyhound dates back to 
the nineteenth century when it was known 
as an old quarryman’s pub. Concerned 
residents of Rockhill and members of 
the Redditch & Bromsgrove branch of 
the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 
gathered at the council’s planning 
commi#ee meeting to voice their views 
over the proposed development. 
Many people were concerned that 
permission to demolish the pub could be 
granted without the need of a full planning 
application. Representing the developers, 
Mr. Morris said that the demolition was 
necessary to improve the road in the form 
of a roundabout. However, no such plans 
for the construction of a roundabout were 
available at the meeting.
Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA’s Pub 
Officer Martin Hancox said: ‘The pub 
should be saved. It’s a viable community 
asset and has been very popular with 
customers in the past; serving food and 
supporting a local darts team.’ Pubs 
Preservation Officer Cy Day added: ‘I 
can only say that the people currently 
responsible for the Greyhounds have 
tried to take a shortcut to demolish 
this much-loved pub’. Councillor Luke 
Malle# (pictured rear middle) said that 
the commi#ee have made the right 
decision.
Bromsgrove District Council met again 
in November to vote on an application 
to list the Greyhound as an asset of 
community value, of which Redditch 
and Bromsgrove CAMRA submi#ed 
to them in September.  This was listed 
successfully, and it now means that 
community groups have an extra six 
months to make plans to purchase the 
pub.

Wyre Forest CAMRA 
POTS Summer 2016
The New Inn in Shrawley was voted Pub 
of The Summer for its appeal to summer 
visitors. This traditional country pub is an 
ideal place for visiting ramblers and dog 
walkers.  The locals and walkers bar has a 
quarry tiled floor; ideal for muddy boots 
and dogs after a walk in Shrawley woods 
and roundabouts.  The spacious garden 
and patio has plenty of seating, great for 
hot summer days. The weekend bouncy 
castle occupies the kids as does the new 
attraction of chickens and pygmy goats.

The well-presented real ales include 
Wye Valley HPA, Butcombe Bitter, Doom 
Bar and Bank’s Mild.  Good quality food 
is served Monday to Saturday from 12 
noon until 20:00 (until 17:00 on Sunday). 
Local chutneys and preserves can also be 
purchased, as well as local souvenirs.
In the picture are Charlie Stewart and 
Susan Fletcher receiving their award from 
Branch Secretary Nick Rubery.
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WEATHEROAK TAP HOUSE 
STUDLEY 

Weatheroak Brewery’s very own Free House 

Situated on the high street in studley, A unique, small and very friendly micro pub 

offering a vast selection of weatheroak brewery ales and guest ales too! Also on 

offer is a range of draught ciders, wines and spirits 

21a High Street, Studley, B80 7HN. For further informa!on call 01527 854433, email toby@weatheroakbrewery.co.uk or visit 

our website www.weatheroakbrewery.co.uk 

Open 7 Days 

MON 4.00pm - 9.00pm 

TUE 12.30pm - 10.30pm 

WED 12.30pm - 10.30pm 

THU 12.30pm - 10.30pm 

FRI 12.30pm - 11.00pm 

SAT 12.00pm - 11.00pm 

SUN 12.00pm - 9.00pm 
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Situated on the high street in studley, A unique, small and very friendly micro pub 

offering a vast selection of weatheroak brewery ales and guest ales too! Also on 

or visit 

R&B CAMRA 
names the 
Swan POTS

Redditch and Bromsgrove 
CAMRA have voted the Swan 
in Chaddesley Corbett as their 
Summer Pub of the Season. 
Since becoming tenants of 
this popular Bathams pub 
two years ago, licensees Mark 
Titman and Lucy Stringer have 
worked hard to ensure that this village 
pub continues its excellent 
reputation of serving real ale 
from the Delph. Although the 
Swan does serve food; the 
majority of its business is still 
through wet-led sales and Mark 
estimates that they pull over 
2,000 pints of Bathams a week! 
The pub is of course a great hub 
for the village of Chaddesley 
Corbett, and live entertainment 
happens regularly with a Jazz 
night every Thursday and an 
open mic night on the first 
Friday of every month. Mark 
also organises an annual charity 
bike ride as well as a classic car 
show; and hopes to hold a beer 
festival in 2017. And don’t forget 
Bathams XXX which goes on 
sale in the run up to Christmas, 
a 6.3% brown beer with a fruity 
taste. Mark hopes to order extra 
barrels this year to fulfil demand! 
Pictured receiving the award 
are licensees Mark Titman and 
Lucy Stringer (left) with Branch 
Chairman Gez Quinn and 
Branch Secretary Paul Richards 
(far right).    
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The Rising Sun, J D Wetherspoon plc. 

  Unit 4, The Quadrant, Alcester Street, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 8AE 

T:  01527 62452 E: p407@jdwetherspoon.co.uk 

 

      The Rising Sun Redditch  

      @Rising_Sun_JDW 
 

      @the_rising_sun_jdw 

 

                                                

§ Up to 10 Real Ales from £1.99 ordered by our customers!! 

§ Regular Guest Ciders 

§ 50p off a pint Real Ale/Cider with CAMRA vouchers 

§ Proud  to support Local Microbreweries 

§ Large range of Craft and World Beers 

§ Cask Marque accredited 

§ 20% off food for Palace Theatre, Redditch ticket holders 

mers!!

olde

§ Accepting bookings & buffets for all 

occasions 

§ Regular Charity Fundraising Weekends 

§ Free Wi-Fi 

§ Award Winning food served 

from 8am – 11pm daily 

ticket holdeolders OPENING TIMES | SUN – THURS: 8AM – MIDNIGHT | FRI – SAT: 8AM – 1AM 

ising WeekendsWe ends

ved

 8A 8AM M M M THURS: 8A – NIGNIGNIGNIGNIGHT HT HT HT HT MIDMIDMIDMIDNIGNIGNIGNIG || FRI 

The Golden Cross Hotel 
High Street • Bromsgrove • B61 8HH 
Telephone: 01527 870005 • Email: p176@jdwetherspoon.co.uk 
Facebook: The Golden Cross Hotel Bromsgrove 
Twitter: @JDWGoldenCross 

A traditional Wetherspoon’s 
pub offering a wide range of 

cask conditioned real ale. With 
a range of 12 ales on at any one 
time. Including our ever presents 

of Greene King Abbot Ale, 
Ruddles Best and now Sharps 

Doom Bar. 
We have an extensive Food and 

Drinks menu, filled with offers. 

Wetherspoon's Real Ale Festival 
Is back in October with a range of Brewers 

And Breweries from around the World. 
For as little as £2.10 a pint! 

 
We are open 7 days a week 

Sunday to Thursday 08:00 – Midnight 
Friday and Saturday 08:00 – 01:00 

Food Served until 23:00 
 

The Royal Enfield.. 
Old Cinema unicorn hill Redditch. 

Tel.- 01527 590970. 
 

A Lloyds No1 Bar with a fantastic selection of 

conditioned cask ale’s from local brewers at competitive 

prices for top quality ales. Also fantastic club offers 

that all include a free drink with a club meal.  

Open Sunday to Thursday 8am til Midnight                                   

Friday 8am til 2am   -   Saturday 8am til 2.30am 

List of brewers 
 

Sadler’s, Slater’s, Enville, Backyard, Byatts, 

Marston’s, Lymstone And many more are on 

sale regularly all from £2.20 a pint and get 

50p off a pint with a camra voucher. 
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1AM 

Sadler’s, Slater’s, Enville, Backyard, Byatts, 

Marston’s, Lymstone And many more are on 

sale regularly all from £2.20 a pint and get 

The Teme Valley Brewery, 
The Talbot, Knightwick,
Worcestershire WR6 5PH

Tel: 01886 821 235
Fax: 01886 821 060

chris@temevalleybrewery.co.uk
www.temevalleybrewery.co.uk

The Teme Valley Brewery is situated 
at the Talbot at Knightwick which 

offers accomodation and distinctive 
and delicious food made from 
locally produced ingredients.

THIS
3.7% ABV

Virtues of an 

easy drinking 

light ale  

with vivid  

hop aroma.

THAT
4.1% ABV

Malt balanced 

by hops.  

A beer for the 

connoisseur.

T’OTHER
3.5% ABV 

Light taste 

showcases

delicate

Goldings

fragrance.

BLONDE
4.4% ABV

A rich, smooth 

character that 

is in a class  

of its own.

Party beer from 16 to 72 pints, please contact the brewery by  

phone or email at least 3 days before collection.

Teme Valley Farmer’s
Market at The Talbot

Sunday 11th December, Sunday 8th January,
Sunday 12th February.

Decanter
A new shop specialising 
in beer, cider, wines and 
spirits has opened on the 
High Street of Bromsgrove. 
Decanter Spirit opened in late 
September and stocks a range 
of bo#led ales from local 
breweries such as Sadler’s, 
Teme Valley, Shakespeare 
and North Cotswold. There’s 
a large selection of bo#led 
ciders as well as specialised 
spirits such as rhubarb-
flavoured vodka, a large 
variety of fruit-flavoured gin 
alongside whiskies, brandies 
and glassware. Decanter 
Spirit can be found opposite 
Lore#a’s Bakehouse and 
next to the British Heart 

Foundation charity shop.

Seasonal Beer: A Winter Shade (of Pale Ale)

A pale amber in colour with Archer and

Cascade hops for a gently fruity aroma.

4% ABV and gently spiced
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Winter Festival News
Regre#ably, the 2017 Redditch Winter 
Ale Festival has had to be cancelled. 
The Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 
festival team were unable to secure 
the space and access required at the 
Rocklands Social Club for a 2017 event, 
and are now considering a new home 
for 2018. Branch Chairman Gez Quinn 
said: ‘I’m aware that many members 
enjoy this festival, but cancellation was 
unavoidable.’ The branch also organises 
the Bromsgrove Beer and Cider Festival 
in June & July and invites any members 
who would like to be involved in the 
planning and preparation of future 
festivals to get in touch.  
After three successful years in Derby, 
CAMRA’s National Winter Ale Festival 
is se#ing up in its new home in Norwich, 
which will be held at the city’s St. 
Andrews and Blackfriars Hall from 21 – 
25 February 2017. It’s a beautiful venue 

with sixteenth century picturesque 
paintings of city sheriffs, mayors and city 
benefactors which forms part of the civic 
portrait collection. As well as old ales, 
strong milds, stouts, porters and barley 
wines, there will also be a selection 
of cider and perry alongside a bo#led 
beer bar.  Many local pubs will also be 
holding a fringe-style event in the run-
up to the festival for those who would 
like to prolong their stay. Tickets are 
only available on the door (no advance 
tickets) and a range of local entertainment 
will be performing on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings. The festival will 
also host CAMRA’s Champion Winter 
of Beer competition. For more details, 
visit www.nwaf.org.uk. 
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Redditch and Bromsgrove CAMRA’s 
September Social was a coach 
trip to explore the villages around 
Nottinghamshire. Organised by 
the branch’s Social Secretary Mark 
Collinson, the trip gave members the 
opportunity to visit seven interesting 
venues that would normally be difficult 
to reach on their own. 
After a grand tour of the Nottingham Trent 
Bridge Cricket ground gates, we got our 
Paul-Paul set up and we soon arrived at 
the Poppy and Pint in West Bridgford. This 
former British Legion Club is now owned 
by Castle Rock Brewery and offered five 
real ales from their range alongside another 
seven guest beers including those of Salopian 
and the Tiny Rebel Brewery. The staff were 
very friendly during our visit and there was a 
great community vibe. As we left, we worked 
out that one of the items mounted on the 
wall was a full-sized disassembled snooker 
table!
Our second stop was 
to meet the Marquis of 
Granby in the village of 
Granby itself. This cosy 
two-roomed pub is a 
taphouse for Brewster’s 
and has a house bitter 
brewed by the Grantham-
based brewery just twelve 
miles away. The four 
guest ales were also from 
local breweries including 
Magpie Gold, a beer from 
the recently upgraded 
Magpie brewery in 
Nottingham. 
Thoughts now turned to 
food and our earlier delay at Nottingham 
Trent meant that we were slightly behind 
schedule. To catch up, we headed north 
into Bleasby and arrived at the Waggon 
& Horses. This pub overlooks the village 

A September Social

green and dates back to 1832, and on our 
visit this freehouse offered beers from the 
Blue Monkey Brewery. These beers were 
also featured in their good value pub meals; 
and the steak and ale pie, fish and chips and 
sausages and mash were heartily enjoyed by 
all who partook of them. There was also a 
great deal on miniature casks which tempted 
a couple of members.
Our fourth stop was only a few miles 
away and turned out to be a true gem. The 
Final Whistle in Southwell is formed from 
an old railway line and has lots of railway 
memorabilia, including a miniature station 

complete with a section of 
track.  The pub was bought 
by Everards in 2010 but 
has a great range of guest 
ales from other breweries 
as well, including two 
house beers brewed for 
them from Ashover in 
Chesterfield. As we took 
our seats in the first-
class lounge (no upgrade 
required!), we were invited 
outside to watch a sword-
dancing team perform in 
the beer garden. Based 
in Nottingham, Sullivan’s 
Sword performed several 

dances for us with their longswords and let 
one of our enthusiastic members join in at 
the end. 
Mansfield was our next destination, which 
took us to the Olde White Lion in the heart 



Pint Taken - Winter   27

of the town centre. This pub proved tricky to 
find as it was hosted in a natural cave at the 
end of a yard, with two seating areas inside 
and a second bar upstairs. The pub had also 
undergone a recent change of management, 
so after a swift half of Blind Tiger from the 
Springfield Brewery we decided to move 
on.
Heading south, we soon reached the village 
of Arnold on the outskirts of Nottingham, 
and our destination here was the Robin 
Hood and Little John. This is one of Arnold’s 
oldest pubs and is over 250 years old, and 
in the past it has served as a coaching 
house. It’s currently owned through a 
partnership between Everards and Lincoln 
Green breweries, and there were ten real 
ales available during our visit. This lively 
community venue has lots of brewery 

memorabilia and details the history of the 
local area including pubs and breweries past 
and present. As we were leaving the village, 
we managed to get a glimpse of the old 
Home Ales Brewery building. 
Our last pub was the Horse & Jockey in 
the village of Stapleford, which shot to fame 
in 2013 when it was a national finalist in 
CAMRA’s Pub of the Year competition. The 
pub was very busy during our visit but the 
staff and locals were very welcoming while 
we picked our way through their thirteen 
real ales, which featured beers from Welsh 
brewer Hopcraft during our visit. We also 

enjoyed their home-made cobs which were 
incredibly good value in their large open-
plan lounge. 
All in all, it was a great day out and special 
thanks must go to Mark for scouting out the 
pubs and to 
Rachel who 
looked after 
us during the 
day. Most of 
the pubs that 
we visited 
can be found 
in CAMRA’s 
Good Beer 
Guide and on 
whatpub.com.
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Visit

www.camra.org.uk/christmasgifts
for fantastic Christmas gift ideas

*Concessionary rates available. 
Please visit www.camra.org.uk/membership-rates for more information.

Gift Membership + 
The Year in Beer 

2017 Diary

Single Gift 
Membership - 

sgifts

formation.

hiphip + 
BeeBeer 

Spread a Little 

Christmas

and Books on

embershipwith M
Beer

Cheer

The gift that 
keeps on giving!

A full year’s membership 

subscription with all the trimmings

Gift Membership + 
Good Beer Guide 2017

£26*

£33*

£35*
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Weatheroak Hill Brewery was 
established in 2008 and brews on the 
site of the Coach & Horses pub which 
is a few miles outside of Alvechurch. 
The pub itself was once owned by the 
Cadbury family, and its past forty-
five years has been down to the hard 
work of Phil and Shelia Meads and 
their family of three generations. Head 
brewer Rob Walker has a great passion 
for brewing.  He’s been a home brewer 
for nine years and has also brewed 
at Ambridge in Inkberrow and at the 
Black Tap’s one barrel plant in Redditch. 
Rob began brewing at Weatheroak Hill 
in February and produces seasonal 
specials alongside six core beers at the 
six-barrel plant. He uses a large variety 
of world-grown hops such as Cascade 
and Warrior to brew Dark Mild, Icknield 
Pale Ale, and Gold. Another regular beer, 
Cofton Common (4.9%), is based on a 
lager recipe and uses an ale yeast at low 
temperature with Vienna malts and a 
German hop named Te#nang. Rob loves 

to experiment and has produced some 
fantastic seasonal specials including a 
Halloween-themed mild fused with rum 
and orange (Afraid of the Dark 4.2%) and 
a coffee-flavoured mild named Espresso 
Italiano. He hopes to use a New Zealand 
hop named Sticklebract in Weatheroak 
Hill’s Christmas ale. Rob brews weekly 
for the Coach & Horses and also brews 
for the free trade on request. Bo#ling has 
also begun at Weatheroak Hill and are 
on sale at the pub. Rob hopes to get them 
into local shops in time for Christmas. 

Meet the Brewer: 
Weatheroak Hill
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Winter 2016/17 Branch Diary
Redditch & Bromsgrove Branch: contact tony@rbcamra.org.uk or call Paul: 
07974 889553; for social trips e-mail mark@rbcamra.org.uk or visit our website: 
www.rbcamra.org.uk
Tues 13 Dec: Christmas Social at Black Tap Brew Pub, Redditch B98 8BP, 8pm.
Sat 14 Jan: Social trip to Staffordshire Village Pubs
Tues 24 Jan: Branch Social: Lickey End Social Club, Bromsgrove B60 1JT, 8pm.
Sat 11 Feb: Social trip to Flintshire, Wrexham and nearby pubs
Tues 28 Feb:  Branch Social: Crown Inn, Alvechurch B48 7PN, 8pm.

Worcester Branch: contact@worcestercamra.org.uk or call Alan Grainger: 07967 
546591. Website: www.worcester.camra.org.uk

Wed 14 Dec: Branch Meeting at Little Upton Muggery, Upton on Severn WR8 0HW, 
8pm. 
Tues 20 Dec: Visit to Lake House Brewery, contact for details.
Wed 18 Jan: Branch Meeting at King Charles II, Worcester WR1 2DP, 8pm.
Wed 22 Feb: Branch Meeting at Hand in Glove, Worcester WR1 8LS, 8pm.

Wyre Forest CAMRA: Covering 
Kidderminster, Bewdley and Stourport
Contact Nick: v8nickr@gmail.com or call 
07812 451547). 
Website: www.wyreforest.camra.org.uk
Branch meetings on the first Tuesday of 
every month

Shakespeare Branch (contact@
shakespearecamra.org.uk)
www.shakespearecamra.org.uk
Covering Evesham area

CAMRA West Midlands Regional Diary (all 
CAMRA members welcome)

Sat 10 Dec: Jaspers Arms, Shifnal TF11 8AF
Wed 28 Dec: Regional Awards Ceremony: 
Barton Arms, Aston B6 4UP, 11am

Items for publication in our Spring edition (out March 1st) 
should be sent by 31st January 2017.
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Thousands of pubs at your fingertips!

whatpub.com 
Featuring over 35,000 real ale pubs


